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Dambuster: The Life Of Guy
Gibson VC
The inside story of today's Dambusters, 617 Squadron RAF, at war
in Afghanistan. In May 1943, 617 Squadron RAF executed one of
the most daring operations in military history as bombers mounted a
raid against hydro-electric dams in Germany. 617 Squadron became
a Second World War legend. Nearly 70 years later, in April 2011, a
new generation of elite flyers, now flying supersonic Tornado GR4
bombers, was deployed to Afghanistan - their mission: to provide
close air support to troops on the ground. Tim Bouquet was given
unprecedented access to 617's pre-deployment training and
blistering tour in Afghanistan. From dramatic air strikes to the lifeand-death search for IEDs and low-flying shows of force designed
to drive insurgents from civilian cover, he tracked every mission and the skill, resilience, banter and exceptional airmanship that saw
617 through.
55,000 biographies of people who shaped the history of the British
Isles and beyond, from the earliest times to the year 2002.
Seventy years ago, 133 airmen of 617 Squadron, later known as the
Dambusters, set out to destroy the Ruhr Dams in Germany. This
one operation amongst many carried out by Bomber Command has
become one of the most well known in the whole history of WWII.
Indeed, a very successful film was made about it which became a
classic, etching the dramatic events of the Dambuster raids in the
minds of young and old alike. The book covers every facet of this
enthralling episode.It also works as a poignant tribute to the 53 men
who were killed on the operation, as well as the men who returned
from the operation but were later killed on further sorties with 617
and other squadrons. Cooper brings together various narrative
threads, focussing on stories recorded in document form and
acquired on a first-hand basis to give a real insight into the daily
operations of the squadron.
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On September 25, 1939 Melvin Young reported to No. 1 Initial
Training Unit. He was selected as a bomber pilot and promoted to
Flying Officer. Having undertaken a Lancaster conversion course
Melvin and his new crew were posted to 57 Squadron at Scampton
soon to become 617 Squadron. On 15 May the Order for Operation
Chastise was issued—the raid to be flown the next night, 16/17 May.
The plan for the operation was that three waves of aircraft would be
employed. The first wave of nine aircraft, led by Gibson, would first
attack the Mohne Dam, then the Eder followed by other targets as
directed by wireless from 5 Group HQ if any weapons were still
available. This wave would fly in three sections of three aircraft
about ten minutes apart led by Guy Gibson, Melvin Young and
Henry Maudslay. At 00.43 Melvin and his crew made their attempt
on the Mohne dam. Gibson recorded that Youngs weapon made
three good bounces and contact. Once the dam had been breached
Gibson with Melvin as his deputy led the three remaining armed
aircraft towards the Eder Dam. On the return trip Melvin Young and
his crew fell victim to enemy guns. At 02.58 gunners at Castricuman-Zee reported shooting down an aircraft and several batteries also
reported firing at it. A.J.-A crashed into the sea. Over the North Sea,
Guy Gibson called Melvin on the radiothere was no reply.
Air Power History
A Trilogy
The Grand Lessons Learned 1967–1988 Part 2: Confessions of an
Old School Hotelier
Lancaster
Oxford Dictionary of National Biography: Gibbes-Gospatric
Enemy Coast Ahead - Uncensored

With its impressive breadth of coverage – both
geographically and chronologically – the
International Encyclopedia of Military History is
the most up-to-date and inclusive A-Z resource on
military history. From uniforms and military
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insignia worn by combatants to the brilliant
military leaders and tacticians who commanded
them, the campaigns and wars to the weapons and
equipment used in them, this international and
multi-cultural two-volume set is an accessible
resource combining the latest scholarship in the
field with a world perspective on military history.
'I was anxious to fight. Hitler was the bastard who
had started all this and he needed sorting out. We
were under threat. Everything we stood for: our
country, our families and our way of life was being
attacked by this maniac. He could not be allowed
to win. So for me and many, many others like me,
there was no alternative. We were in a pickle and
something had to be done.' Johnny Johnson is 92
years old and one of very few men who can recall
first-hand the most daring and ingenious air raid
of all time. He can also vividly remember his
childhood spent working on a farm with his
controlling father, the series of events that led him
to the RAF and the rigorous training that followed.
But it was his decision to join 617 Squadron, and
the consequences, that have truly stayed etched in
his mind. On 16 May 1943, Johnny, alongside 132
specially selected comrades, took off from
Scampton airbase in Lincolnshire. For six weeks
they had been trained to fulfil one mission that
was near impossible: to destroy three dams deep
within Germany's Ruhr Valley. It was a daring task
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but, against the odds, Johnny and his crew
survived. Sadly, 53 comrades did not. For the first
time, Johnny relives every moment of that fatal
night - and the devastating aftermath. He recalls
with unique wit and insight the difficult training
conducted in secrecy, the race against time to
release the bombs, and the sheer strength and
bravery shown by a small unit faced with great
adversity and uncertainty. Embodying a whole
squadron, and leaving a lasting legacy for
generations to come, Johnny's story is like no
other.
A new assessment of the life of one of the most
famous and controversial airmen of the Second
World War, this book covers Guy Gibson's
sometimes troubled upbringing and the impact on
him of his time at St Edward's School, Oxford. In
particular, the story of his career in the RAF is
relayed, including his stunning leadership
achievement in creating No 617 Squadron and
leading its attack on the dams of western
Germany. The much-discussed circumstances of
his unnecessary death and the theories, which
have grown up around it are examined, as well as
his legacy—he remains a great British hero almost
70 years after his death in a world utterly different
to the one he knew.
An in-depth account of the 1968 London air
tragedy that claimed five lives—includes
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interviews with cabin crew, passengers, and air
traffic controllers. One and a half minutes after
takeoff on the clear and sunny afternoon of April 8,
1968, the Number 2 engine of BOAC Boeing 707 GARWE broke away from its mounting pylon and
fell, tumbling in flames. Captain Cliff Taylor
managed an extremely smooth touchdown about
400 yards beyond the Heathrow runway threshold
and the aircraft came to a stop 1,400 yards further
along the runway. The cabin crew had the doors
open and passengers began escaping from the
starboard over-wing exit and then via chutes at the
forward and rear galley doors. Several explosions
occurred and the port wing fell off, the resulting
blast hurling flaming debris over the side of the
aircraft. The rear escape chute was damaged by
the fire and burst but, of the 126 people aboard,
most of the 121 survivors had escaped before the
arrival of the main fire and rescue services. Thirtyeight people received treatment for injuries and
five, including stewardess Barbara Jane Harrison,
were overcome by heat and fumes and died aboard
G-ARWE. For her bravery in trying to rescue the
remaining passengers on that day, Harrison was
awarded the George Cross. “An amazing story . . .
a fitting tribute to Jane and the other unfortunate
people who lost their lives. It is extremely well
written and I would highly recommend it.”
—Jonathan Wright
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Victoria Cross Bibliography
The Life of R.C. Sherriff, Playwright of the
Trenches
Flying into Hell with 617 Squadron
One man's extraordinary life and the raid that
changed history
Bomber Boys on Screen
The Glorious Dambuster
The story of the British-made bombs,
Upkeep and Highball, successfully
dropped on Nazi dams “has never been
told in such depth before” (Daily Mail,
UK). The night of May 16, 1943:
Nineteen specially adapted Lancaster
bombers take off from an RAF airfield
in Lincolnshire, England, each with a
huge nine-thousand-pound cylindrical
bomb strapped underneath it. Their
mission: to destroy three hydroelectric
dams that power the Third Reich’s war
machine. It was a suicide mission from
the outset. First the men had to fly
extremely low, at night, and in tight
formation over miles of enemy-occupied
territory. Then they had to drop with
pinpoint precision a complicated
spinning cylindrical bomb that had
never before been used operationally.
More than that, the entire operation
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had to be put together in less than ten
weeks in order to hit the dams when
water levels were still high enough for
the bombs to be effective. The
visionary aviation engineer Barnes
Wallis hadn’t even drawn up plans for
his concept when the bouncing bomb was
green-lighted. What followed was an
incredible race against time that,
despite numerous setbacks, became one
of the most successful and significant
bombing raids of all time. “Holland has
delved into the new trove” of
declassified documents “to shed light
on this weapons program, the politics
of its development and the eventual
mission” (The Wall Street Journal). “An
impeccably researched work in the style
of a fast-paced techno-thriller.”
—Publishers Weekly “Extremely detailed
but never dull . . . Holland offers a
definitive, nuts-and-bolts history.”
—Kirkus Reviews “A well-written study
of engineering and invention operating
under great pressure. . . . For all
World War II history buffs.” —Library
Journal, starred review
First published in 1944, Enemy Coast
Ahead combines Gibson's RAF career,
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including the famous Dambuster raid
which he himself led, with the inside
story of life in Bomber Command and is
still a riveting read for the immediacy
and vibrancy of its writing. Now, for
the first time in paperback, Crecy
Publishing has published Gibson's
original manuscript which was archived
for almost 60 years. This uncut edition
provides not only details of Gibson's
career, but also reveals his true view
of the course of the war, of the
wartime population, of his pilots and
crews and of Bomber Command tactics.
Combined with photographs and diagrams
Enemy Coast Ahead ? Uncensored remains
one of the outstanding accounts of WWII
seen through the eyes of one of its
most respected and controversial
personalities, but now allows the
reader to know Gibson's own story in
his own words.
The story of the legendary bouncingbomb attack on Germany's dams.
Young or old, everyone has heard of the
Lancaster bomber. Such is the legacy
handed down by this aviation icon that
although it is not the most numerous
aircraft ever built - two are still
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flying today, one in Britain and
another in Canada with many proudly
displayed in museums throughout the
world - it is up there with the
Spitfire and the Flying Fortress in
terms of affection, nostalgia and
lasting fame. The legendary Lancaster
has bequeathed to the world an
invaluable heritage beloved of
generations of movie-goers, air show
enthusiasts, readers of fine literature
and historians alike. Exploits such as
the famous low-level raid by 617
Squadron on Germany’s hydro electric
dams on the night of 16/17 May 1943,
the nightly raids on Germany and the
sinking of the Tirpitz in 1945 are all
without equal. At the 50th anniversary
of the raid in 1993 more than 70,000
people thronged Derwent Water to watch
the BBMF Lancaster roar over the same
dam that 617 practiced on shortly
before the raid on 16/17 May 1943. As
we approach the 70th Anniversary of the
raid, such scenes will no doubt play
out once again. It seems timely
therefore that such a history should be
recorded, charting the course of the
Lancaster’s career in the skies and the
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legacy it continues to provide for new
generations of aviation enthusiasts and
pilots. The text is supplemented
throughout by an exciting selection of
black and white images that work to
evoke a real sense of the scale and
majesty of this iconic aircraft. An
additional colour plate section boasts
a captivating range of shots, showing
the aircraft in full glory.
Australia's Dambusters
No 617 Â?DambusterÂ? Sqn
The Bomber War from England, 1942–45
A Landmark Oral History
Dambusters
The Dam Busters
A truly comprehensive account of 617 Squadron,
RAF, ?who carried out one of the most dangerous
and audacious aerial bombing raids of World War II.
It was the evening of 16 May 1943. Nineteen modified
Lancaster bombers from 617 Squadron RAF, under
the command of youthful Wing Commander Guy
Gibson, roared into the night sky from their
Lincolnshire base. They were on a top-secret
Bomber Command mission, codenamed Operation
Chastise, now regarded as one of the most
dangerous and audacious bombing raids of World
War II – an attack on the formidable, well-defended
dams of Germany’s Ruhr Valley. Slung beneath the
belly of each aircraft was one of the war’s greatest
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secrets – a bouncing bomb. Against the odds, and
flying straight and level into the teeth of terrifying
enemy fire, they succeeded in breaching the two
principal dams. Many of the 133 airmen involved that
fateful night hailed from Australia, and several would
be counted among the 56 who would not return to
base next morning. The Dams Raid led to the men of
this gallant company – often referred to as a suicide
squadron – taking on even more hazardous
operations in the final two years of the war. Under
valorous leadership, and now armed with massive
Tallboy and Grand Slam ‘earthquake’ bombs, they
obliterated vital Nazi installations, destroying such
defiant targets as the heavily defended Kembs
Barrage and the German battleship Tirpitz, often at a
terrible cost in lives. First published in 2003, this
deeply researched, revised and updated edition of
Australia’s Dambusters offers a truly
comprehensive account of the most famous
bombing raid of the war through the words and
stories of the courageous Australian airmen and
others who flew on this and later perilous missions,
remembered and forever immortalised as the
Dambusters.
On the night of 16-17 May 1943, nineteen Lancaster
bombers from 617 Squadron headed for Germany.
Their mission, for which they had been trained under
a cloak of absolute secrecy, was to destroy the dams
of the Ruhr Valley and in doing so cripple the Nazi
industrial war effort. It was to become one of the
most famous raids of WW2. For the first time,
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acclaimed oral historian Max Arthur has gathered
together the voices of the 'Dambusters', including
Guy Gibson, commander of the mission and Barnes
Wallis, who developed the iconic Bouncing Bomb.
These voices tell of the hard training and sheer
bravery that went into this legendary mission. We
also hear from the German civilians who suffered the
attack, who speak of the devastation that was
wrought in their lives. This was a raid like no other,
and in this extraordinary collection Max Arthur has
created an enduring record of a unique event in
British military history.
Between 1939 and 1945, the British public was
spellbound by the martial endeavours and dashing
style of the young men of the RAF, especially those
with silvery fabric wings sewn above the breast
pocket of their glamorous slate-blue uniform. Martin
Francis provides the first scholarly study of the
place of 'the flyer' in British culture during the
Second World War. Examining the lives of RAF
personnel, and their popular representation in
literary and cinematic texts, he illuminates broader
issues of gender, social class, national and racial
identities, emotional life, and the creation of a
national myth in twentieth-century Britain. In
particular, Francis argues that the flyer's relationship
to fear, aggression, loss of his comrades, bodily
dismemberment, and psychological breakdown
reveals broader ambiguities surrounding the
dominant understandings of masculinity in the
middle decades of the century. Despite his star
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appeal, cultural representations of the flyer
encompassed both the gentle, chivalrous warrior
and the uncompromising agent of destruction.
Paying particular attention to the romantic universe
of wartime aircrew, Francis reveals the extraordinary
contrasts of their daily lives: dicing with death in the
sky one moment, before sitting down to lunch with
wives and children in the next. Male and female
experiences during the war were not polarized and
antithetical, but were complementary and
interrelated, a conclusion which has implications for
the history of gender in modern Britain that reach
well beyond either the specialized military culture of
the wartime RAF or the chronological parameters of
the Second World War.
This book is a riveting account told in ten big
chapters of the young RAF crews who flew
Lancasters in RAF Bomber Command from 1942 to
the end of the war in Europe in April 1945. It is
unique in that the story is told using first person
accounts from RAF aircrew and German night fighter
crews who fought each other on raids on occupied
Europe and Germany from 1942 onwards. Details of
what it was like to be on the receiving end in
Hamburg, Berlin, Cologne etc are also included. A
whole host of incredible first-hand accounts by
British, Commonwealth, American and German air
crews permeate the action and describe the aerial
battles as only they can. This unique book also
includes many accounts and photos that have not
previously been seen before while the rich mix of
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combat accounts from all sides are brought together
for the first time in one volume.
Dam Busters
Guy Gibson: Dambuster
Special Operations and Strategy
Encyclopedia of World War II
RAF Bomber Command in Film and Television
Drama
The 133 Men Who Flew on the Dams Raid

The incredible true story of British special agents
Eileen and Jacqueline Nearne, sisters who risked
everything to fight for freedom during the Second
World War. When elderly recluse Eileen Nearne
died, few suspected that the quiet little old lady
was a decorated WWII war hero. Volunteering to
serve for British intelligence at age 21, Eileen was
posted to Nazi-occupied France to send encoded
messages of crucial importance for the Allies, until
her capture by the Gestapo. Eileen was not the
only agent in her family---her sister Jacqueline was
a courier for the French resistance. While
Jacqueline narrowly avoided arrest, Eileen was
tortured by the Nazis, then sent to the infamous
Ravensbrück women's concentration camp.
Astonishingly, this resourceful young woman
eventually escaped her captors and found her way
to the advancing American army. In this amazing
true story of triumph and tragedy, Susan Ottaway
unveils the secret lives of two sisters who sacrificed
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themselves to defend their country.
A masterly history of the Dambusters raid from
bestselling and critically acclaimed Max Hastings.
Operation Chastise, the overnight destruction of
the Möhne and Eder dams in north-west Germany
by the RAF's 617 Squadron, was an epic that has
passed into Britain's national legend. Max Hastings
grew up embracing the story, the classic 1955
movie and the memory of Guy Gibson, the 24-yearold wing-commander who won the VC leading the
raid. In the 21st Century, however, Hastings urges
that we should review the Dambusters in much
more complex shades. The aircrew's heroism was
wholly authentic, as was the brilliance of Barnes
Wallis, who invented the 'bouncing bombs'. But
commanders who promised their young fliers that
success could shorten the war fantasised wildly.
What Germans call the Möhnekatastrophe imposed
on the Nazi war machine temporary disruption,
rather than a crippling blow. Hastings vividly
describes the evolution of Wallis' bomb, and of the
squadron which broke the dams at the cost of
devastating losses. But he also portrays in
harrowing detail those swept away by the torrents.
Some 1,400 civilians perished in the biblical floods
that swept through the Möhne valley, more than
half of them Russian and Polish women, slave
labourers under Hitler. Ironically, Air Marshal Sir
Arthur 'Bomber' Harris gained much of the credit,
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though he opposed Chastise as a distraction from
his city-burning blitz. He also made what the author
describes as the operation's biggest mistake - the
failure to launch a conventional attack on the Nazis'
huge post-raid repair operation, which could have
transformed the impact of the dam breaches upon
Ruhr industry. Chastise offers a fascinating retake
on legend by a master of the art. Hastings sets the
dams raid in the big picture of the bomber
offensive and of the Second World War, with
moving portraits of the young airmen, so many of
whom died; of Barnes Wallis; the monstrous Harris;
the tragic Guy Gibson, together with superb
narrative of the action of one of the most
extraordinary episodes in British history. escribes
the evolution of Wallis' bomb, and of the squadron
which broke the dams at the cost of devastating
losses. But he also portrays in harrowing detail
those swept away by the torrents. Some 1,400
civilians perished in the biblical floods that swept
through the Möhne valley, more than half of them
Russian and Polish women, slave labourers under
Hitler. Ironically, Air Marshal Sir Arthur 'Bomber'
Harris gained much of the credit, though he
opposed Chastise as a distraction from his cityburning blitz. He also made what the author
describes as the operation's biggest mistake - the
failure to launch a conventional attack on the Nazis'
huge post-raid repair operation, which could have
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transformed the impact of the dam breaches upon
Ruhr industry. Chastise offers a fascinating retake
on legend by a master of the art. Hastings sets the
dams raid in the big picture of the bomber
offensive and of the Second World War, with
moving portraits of the young airmen, so many of
whom died; of Barnes Wallis; the monstrous Harris;
the tragic Guy Gibson, together with superb
narrative of the action of one of the most
extraordinary episodes in British history. whom
died; of Barnes Wallis; the monstrous Harris; the
tragic Guy Gibson, together with superb narrative
of the action of one of the most extraordinary
episodes in British history.
FEW MEN HAVE A BETTER CLAIM TO BE CALLED A
LEGEND IN THEIR OWN LIFETIME THAN GUY
GIBSON. Leader of the famous Dambuster Raid of
May 1943, which became part of the popular
folklore of the Second World War after the film in
which Richard Todd took the part of the hero,
Gibson himself was tragically in an air crash in
1944. Born in India in 1918 and brought up in
England, Guy Gibson joined the RAF in November
1936. Thereafter his career can be seen as a battle
between, on the one hand, his uncertain
temperament and less than ideal private life, and,
on the other, his undoubted skills as an airman and
as a leader of men. The war was to bring him
adventure and, later, fame. He took part in the first
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aerial attack of the war, on the Kiel Canal; he
served in Fighter Command and then, in 1943,
came the famous raid on the Mohne and Eder dams
for which he was awarded the Victoria Cross. By
now a hero of international fame, he was sent on a
Public Relations tour of North America, but he was
above all a flyer and, refusing to remain grounded,
he died an airman's death. This new edition, which
draws on conversations with members of Gibson's
family and on notes made by his widow, expands
upon his early life in a severely dysfunctional
family, his unhappy marriage and the possible
reason for his untimely death in September 1944.
Martin Bowman tells the story of the Dam Busters
using period images, some rarely published, as well
as contemporary views.
From Journey's End to The Dam Busters
Dambuster-in-Chief
617
The Untold Story of Sister Spies in Occupied France
From World War II to the War on Terrorism
The Tragedy of Flight 712
Seventy years ago, 133 airmen of 617 Squadron, later known as
the Dambusters, set out to destroy the Ruhr Dams in Germany.
This one operation amongst many carried out by Bomber
Command has become one of the most well known in the whole
history of WWII. Indeed, a very successful film was made
about it which became a classic, etching the dramatic events of
the Dambuster raids in the minds of young and old alike. The
book covers every facet of this enthralling episode.??It also
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works as a poignant tribute to the 53 men who were killed on
the operation, as well as the men who returned from the
operation but were later killed on further sorties with 617 and
other squadrons. Cooper brings together various narrative
threads, focussing on stories recorded in document form and
acquired on a first-hand basis to give a real insight into the
daily operations of the squadron.
The Spitfire and the Lancaster were the two RAF weapons of
victory in the Second World War, but the glamour of the
fighter has tended to overshadow the performance of the heavy
bomber. Yet without the Lancaster, Britain would never have
been able to take the fight to the German homeland. Highlights
the scale of the bomber?s achievements, including the famous
Dambusters attacks. With its vast bomb bay, ease of handling
and surprising speed, the mighty Lancaster transformed the
effectiveness of the Bomber Command. Whilst addressing the
political controversy surrounding the bombing offensive
against Germany, Leo McKinstry also weaves individual tales
into this compelling narrative. Rich characters are brought to
life, such as Roy Chadwick the designer, who taught himself
engineering at night school and Sir Arthur Harris, the austere
head of the Bomber Command. This is a rich saga, a story of
triumph over disaster and the history of an iconic plane.
“A fascinating biography of one of the most important figures
in Bomber Command during the Second World War.”
—History of War Ralph Cochrane was born in 1895 into a
distinguished naval family. After joining the Royal Navy, he
volunteered in 1915 to serve with the RNAS in airships and was
an early winner of the Air Force Cross. In 1918 he transferred
to the fledgling RAF and learned to fly, serving in Iraq as a
flight commander under “Bomber” Harris. His inter-war career
saw him as a squadron commander in Aden before he became
the first Chief of Air Staff of the Royal New Zealand Air Force.
During the Second World War he served mainly in Bomber
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Command and commanded 5 Group from early 1943. He
formed 617 Squadron and was instrumental in planning the
legendary Dambuster Raid, the most spectacular of the War, as
well as the sinking of the battleship Tirpitz. An inspirational
leader, he trained 5 Group in low level target marking skills.
Post war, Cochrane held a string of senior appointments
commanding Transport Command, Flying Training Command
and finally as Vice Chief of Air Staff, retiring in 1952. He died
in 1977. “A brilliantly researched biography of a fascinating
fighter . . . adds a new name to rank alongside Great Britain’s
most heroic warriors.” —Argunners “The Dambusters is one of
my absolute favourite stories from WWII . . . and this bio of
Cochrane tells the story of an extraordinary man. Brilliant.”
—Books Monthly
The Grand Life' is the funny and touching memoir of the life
and times of Patrick Langley Griffin OAM, growing up in the
post war years of a gloomy Britain in the 40's and 50's, then
through his long career an hotelier in some 'Grand' hotels in
England and Australia. Part 2: 1967 to 1988 Patrick L Griffin
OAM, growing up in the post war years of a gloomy Britain in
the 40s and 50s, through his fifty years as a hotelier in grand
hotels across the UK, Europe and Australia. His memoir is
filled with characters famous, infamous and hitherto unknown.
From his first star encounter with Charlie Chaplin, the memoir
is filled with tales of film stars, rock legends, celebrities, Heads
of State and politicians, as well as the British Royal Family. No
less enjoyable are the tales of ordinary folk, just as full of
laughs, tears and crazy behaviour. The memoir is full of
humour, candour and genuine empathy for the common
humanity that binds us all. Born in Rugby, England in 1946, his
early youth was spent in Swanage, Dorset, where the family had
moved to escape the German bombing while their father served
in the RAF. Although not academically inclined, his charm, wit
and unfailing ability to make lemonade when he was given
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lemons ensure his childhood and public school years are filled
with adventures and hilarious mishaps. His career started in
1963 as a trainee manager at Te Grand Hotel in Eastbourne, a
very traditional Victorian-era five-star hotel, where he found
his passion for hospitality. Half a century of social and political
change comes to life, from post- war austerity and bureaucracy
through the Swinging Sixties and the 'Summer of Love' in
Amsterdam, to England's industrial upheaval and 'Winter of
Discontent' of the Seventies. He moved to Australia as the
century drew to a close for a new beginning, opening two hotels
that would set a new benchmark in luxury hotel standards. His
resilience and sense of humour helped him to survive and
thrive.
Enemy Coast Ahead
The Story of Melvin ‘Dinghy’ Young
The Last British Dambuster
The Dambuster Who Cracked the Dam
The True Story of the Inventors and Airmen Who Led the
Devastating Raid to Smash the German Dams in 1943
A Cool and Lonely Courage

Provides over seven hundred entries about
the second World War discussing the
biographies of key figures, maps and
explanations of decisive battles, and the
military, historical, political, and
diplomatic aspects of the war.
Kingston playwright R.C. Sherriff came to
fame with his First World War drama
Journeys End, which was based on his own
experiences as a young officer on the
Western Front. Its success made him a
household name and opened the door to a
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highly lucrative career as a novelist,
playwright and screenwriter in Hollywood
and in Britain. Many of his movies The
Invisible Man, Goodbye Mr Chips, The Four
Feathers Odd Man Out, Quartet, and, of
course, The Dam Busters are still well
known, but the man behind them much less
so. This book rediscovers Sherriff using
his own words his letters, diaries,
published and unpublished manuscripts to
shed light on a man who ironically gained
his greatest success from the trench
warfare he found so difficult to bear.
Most famous for the dambusting raid in the
darkest days of the Second World War, the
No 617 Sqn were a vastly experienced crew.
It was the first, and only, squadron to
use certain equipment and weapons in
combat. This study covers the history of
the No 617 Squadron. It explains the men,
aircraft, weapons and operations of this
squadron.
Wing Commander Guy Gibson writes
affectionately about his beloved aircrews.
Operation Chastise 1943
The Dambusters
The Grand Life
70 Years of 617 Squadron RAF
One Man's Extraordinary Life and the Raid
That Changed History
A Life of Guy Gibson, VC, DSO*, DFC*
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A funny, moving and heartfelt memoir of social upheaval
from postwar Britain to the digital age. Patrick Langley
Griffin OAM grew up in the post war years of a gloomy
Britain in the 40s and 50s and his career spanned fifty
years as a hotelier in Grand hotels across the UK, Europe
and Australia. His memoir is filled with characters
famous, infamous and hitherto unknown. From his first
star encounter with Charlie Chaplin, the memoir is filled
with tales of film stars, rock legends, celebrities, Heads
of State and politicians, as well as the British Royal
Family. No less enjoyable are the tales of ordinary folk,
just as full of laughs, tears and crazy behaviour. The
memoir is full of humour, candour and genuine empathy
for the common humanity that binds us all. Born in
Rugby, England in 1946, his early youth was spent in
Swanage, Dorset, where the family had moved to escape
the German bombing while their father served in the RAF.
Although not academically inclined, his charm, wit and
unfailing ability to make lemonade when he was given
lemons ensure his childhood and public school years are
filled with adventures and hilarious mishaps. His career
started in 1963 as a trainee manager at The Grand Hotel
in Eastbourne, a very traditional Victorian-era five-star
hotel, where he found his passion for hospitality. Half a
century of social and political change comes to life, from
post-war austerity and bureaucracy through the
Swinging 60s and the ‘Summer of Love’ in Amsterdam, to
England’s industrial upheaval and ‘Winter of Discontent’
of the 70s. He moved to Australia at the dawn of a new
century to open two new upscale hotels, and survived
and thrived in the global financial crisis that shook the
world.
On 16 May 1943, nineteen Lancaster aircraft from the
RAF’s 617 Squadron set off to attack the great dams in
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the industrial heart of Germany. Flying at a height of 60ft,
they dropped a series of bombs which bounced across
the water and destroyed two of their targets, thereby
creating a legend. The one-off operation combined an
audacious method of attack, technically brilliant flying
and visually spectacular results. But while the story of
Operation Chastise is well known, most of the 133
‘Dambusters’ who took part in the Dams Raid have until
now been just names on a list. They came from all parts
of the UK and the Commonwealth and beyond, and each
of them was someone’s son or brother, someone’s
husband or father. This is the first book to present their
individual stories and celebrate their skill, heroism and,
for many, sacrifice.
Since the Second World War, depictions of Royal Air
Force operations in film and television drama have
become so numerous that they make up a genre worthy
of scholarly attention. In this illuminating study, S. P.
MacKenzie explores the different ways in which the men
of RAF Bomber Command have been represented in
dramatic form on the big and small screen from the war
years to the present day. Bomber Boys on Screen is the
first in-depth study of how and why the screen-drama
image of those who flew, those who directed them, and
those who provided support for RAF bomber operations
has changed over time, sometimes in contested
circumstances. Until now dramas that focus on Bomber
Command have tended to be mentioned only in passing
or studied in isolation, despite the prevalence of surveys
of both the British war film genre and of aviation cinema.
In Bomber Boys on Screen MacKenzie examines the
development, presentation, and reception of significant
dramas on a decade-by-decade basis. Titles from the
beginning of the war (The Lion Has Wings, 1939) to the
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start of new century (Bomber's Moon, 2014) are situated
in the context of technical possibilities and limitations,
evolving social and cultural norms in the United Kingdom
and elsewhere, and the development of moral and
utilitarian controversies surrounding the wartime bomber
offensive directed against Nazi Germany. While the focus
is on feature films and television plays, reference is also
made to documentaries, memorials, veterans'
organizations, book titles, war comics, and other
representations of the war fought by Bomber Command.
Many books have been written about the Victoria Cross
and its recipients. The first published work on the subject
appeared in 1857 - the same year as the first VC
investiture. A resurgence of interest in the 1990s led to
the publication of numerous new titles, but there was no
comprehensive bibliography of the Victoria Cross until
John Mulholland and Alan Jordan's first volume
appeared in 1999, representing the efforts of a team of
researchers in the UK, Canada and Australia.0This
second edition completely updates their research,
increasing the number of books listed, annotated and
cross-referenced from 640 to around 1,100, and including
all the Journals of the Victoria Cross Society. Part I
contains a listing of all key VC titles; Part II lists nonfiction and fictional books written by VC recipients; and
the index lists, in alphabetical order, every VC recipient
with the date of the London Gazette citation. Additionally
it identifies the books in which the recipients are referred
to significantly, enabling the researcher to quickly
identify key works.0The bibliography is an important
contribution to Victoria Cross literature and an essential,
up-to-date reference guide for anyone with an interest in
the decoration.
RAF Bomber Command in Fact, Film and Fiction
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Dambuster
Fire over Heathrow
British Culture and the Royal Air Force 1939-1945
The Flyer
Guy Gibson, VC

Johnny Johnson has been awarded an MBE for his
remarkable services in World War II 'I was anxious to fight.
Hitler was the bastard who had started all this and he needed
sorting out. We were under threat. Everything we stood for:
our country, our families and our way of life was being
attacked by this maniac. He could not be allowed to win. So
for me and many, many others like me, there was no
alternative. We were in a pickle and something had to be
done.’ Johnny Johnson is 95 years old and one of very few
men who can recall first-hand the most daring and ingenious
air raid of all time. He can also vividly remember his
childhood spent working on a farm with his controlling
father, the series of events that led him to the RAF and the
rigorous training that followed. But it was his decision to
join 617 Squadron, and the consequences, that have truly
stayed etched in his mind. On 16 May 1943, Johnny,
alongside 132 specially selected comrades, took off from
Scampton airbase in Lincolnshire. For six weeks they had
been trained to fulfil one mission that was near impossible:
to destroy three dams deep within Germany’s Ruhr Valley. It
was a daring task but, against the odds, Johnny and his crew
survived. Sadly, 53 comrades did not. For the first time,
Johnny relives every moment of that fatal night – and the
devastating aftermath. He recalls with unique wit and insight
the difficult training conducted in secrecy, the race against
time to release the bombs, and the sheer strength and bravery
Page 26/29

Read Free Dambuster: The Life Of Guy Gibson VC
shown by a small unit faced with great adversity and
uncertainty. Embodying a whole squadron, and leaving a
lasting legacy for generations to come, Johnny’s story is like
no other.
James D. Kiras shows how a number of different special
operations, in conjunction with more conventional military
actions, achieve and sustain strategic effect(s) over time. In
particular, he argues that the root of effective special
operations lies in understanding the relationship existing
between moral and material attrition at the strategic level. He
also presents a theoretical framework for understanding how
special operations achieve strategic effects using a unique
synthesis of strategic theory and case studies. This study
shows how the key to understanding how special operations
reside in the concept of strategic attrition and in the moral
and material nature of strategy. It also highlights major
figures such as Carl von Clausewitz, Hans Delbrück, and
Mao Zedong, who understood these complexities and were
experts in eroding an enemy’s will to fight. These and other
examples provide a superb explanation of the complexities of
modern strategy and the place of special operations in a war
of attrition. This book will be of great interest to all students
and scholars with an interest in special forces and of
strategic and military studies in general.
In May 1943 a specially established RAF squadron made its
permanent imprint on military aviation history by flying a
high-risk, low level, nighttime attack against German hydroelectric dams vital to the Nazi armaments industry in the
Ruhr Valley. A comparatively tiny part of Air Chief Marshal
Sir Arthur Harris' four-month-long "Battle of the Ruhr†?
this one raid had an impact totally out of proportion to the
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small number of aircraft involved. It highlights the synergy
of science and technology, weapons development and
production, mission planning and practice, and the
unflinching courage in the execution of a highly dangerous
bombing raid. Furthermore, it established a legend that still
resonates today.
RAF Bomber Command in Fact, Film and Fiction is a
bibliographical and media guide to the exploits of the
command between 1939-1945 setting on record much of
what has been written, filmed or sound recorded in the
English language
The Complete Dambusters
In the Words of the Bomber Crews
The Life of Guy Gibson VC
Legend of the Lancasters
Legacy of the Lancasters
The Life of Air Chief Marshal Sir Ralph Cochrane

Few men have a better claim to be called a legend in
his own lifetime than Guy Gibson. Leader of the
famous Dambuster Raid of May, 1943 which became
part of the popular folklore of the Second World War
after the film in which Richard Todd took the part of
the hero, he himself was tragically in an air crash in
1944. Born in India in 1918 and brought up in
England in comfortable if somewhat disjointed
circumstances, Guy Gibson joined the Royal Air
Force in November, 1936. Thereafter his career can
be seen as a battle between, on the one hand, his
uncertain temperament and less than ideal private
life, and, on the other, his undoubted skills as an
airman and as a leader of men. The war was to bring
him adventure and, later, fame. He took part in the
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first aerial attack of the war, on the Kiel Canal; he
served in Fighter Command and then, in 1943, came
the famous raid on the Mohne and Eder dams for
which he was awarded the VC. By now a hero of
international fame, he was sent on a Public Relations
tour of North America, but basically he was a flyer
and, refusing to remain grounded, he died an
airmen's death. Susan Ottaway, who has had full cooperation of the Gibson's family in writing this book,
gives a sympathetic but by no means whitewashed
picture of an unsettled character suddenly rocketed
to fame and by no means sure how to handle it.
Author Details After leaving Sir William Perkins'
Grammar School in Chertsey, Surrey, Susan Ottaway
embarked upon a career in civil aviation. She has
always had an interest in modern history and, in
particular, Second World War aviation history. After
working for a time in both Germany and Australia,
she has settled back in England, working in book
publishing.
International Encyclopedia of Military History
The Real Guy Gibson
Going to War with Today's Dambusters
A Life of Guy Gibson VC.
The Grand Life: Confessions of an Old School
Hotelier in the Digital Age
The Second World War's Greatest Bomber
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