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Good strategic assessment does not guarantee success in international relations, but bad strategic assessment dramatically increases the risk
of disastrous failure. The most glaring example of this reality is playing out in Iraq today. But what explains why states and their leaders
are sometimes so good at strategic assessment--and why they are sometimes so bad at it? Part of the explanation has to do with a state's
civil-military relations. In Shaping Strategy, Risa Brooks develops a novel theory of how states' civil-military relations affect strategic
assessment during international conflicts. And her conclusions have broad practical importance: to anticipate when states are prone to
strategic failure abroad, we must look at how civil-military relations affect the analysis of those strategies at home. Drawing insights from
both international relations and comparative politics, Shaping Strategy shows that good strategic assessment depends on civil-military
relations that encourage an easy exchange of information and a rigorous analysis of a state's own relative capabilities and strategic
environment. Among the diverse case studies the book illuminates, Brooks explains why strategic assessment in Egypt was so poor under Gamal
Abdel Nasser prior to the 1967 Arab-Israeli war and why it improved under Anwar Sadat. The book also offers a new perspective on the
devastating failure of U.S. planning for the second Iraq war. Brooks argues that this failure, far from being unique, is an example of an
assessment pathology to which states commonly succumb.
The battle of Loos was one of the most hard-fought battles that the British Expeditionary Force waged during the First World War. This work
presents an interpretation of Loos, placing it not only within its political and strategic context, but also discussing command and control
and the tactical realities of war on the Western Front during 1915.
This interesting book looks at the British army of 1914, an army of conscripts and volunteers. The effect of this mobilization on the social
and political climate of Britain and the kind of army that was created are thoroughly explored. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc.,
Portland, OR
Two men came to personify generalship in the Second World War: Bernard Montgomery for the British and Erwin Rommel for the Germans. In the
span of a few short years, they fought a series of extraordinary duels across several theaters of war. Ever since, historians have assessed
their outstanding leadership, personalities, and skill. Monty and Rommel is the first comparative biography written of these two
extraordinary soldiers. It explores how each was "made" by their war leaders, Churchill and Hitler, and how the thoughts of both permeate
down to today's armies.
The Creation of National Mythologies on the Western Front 1914-1918
Taking Flight
The Commonwealth Armies
The Joseph M. Bruccoli Great War Collection at the University of South Carolina
A Multidisciplinary Approach
The Struggle for Development and Democracy
The Letters of Brigadier-General Hugo De Pree and Field-Marshal Sir Douglas Haig

The invention of flight represents the culmination of centuries of thought and desire. Kites and rockets sparked our collective imagination. Then the balloon gave humanity its first
experience aloft, though at the mercy of the winds. The steerable airship that followed had more practicality, yet a number of insurmountable limitations. But the airplane truly
launched the Aerial Age, and its subsequent impact--from the vantage of a century after the Wright Brother's historic flight on December 17, 1903--has been extraordinary.
Richard Hallion, a distinguished international authority on aviation, offers a bold new examination of aircraft history, stressing its global roots. The result is an interpretive history
of uncommon sweep, complexity, and warmth. Taking care to place each technological advance in the context of its own period as well as that of the evolving era of air travel,
this ground-breaking work follows the pre-history of flight, the work of balloon and airship advocates, fruitless early attempts to invent the airplane, the Wright brothers and other
pioneers, the impact of air power on the outcome of World War I, and finally the transfer of prophecy into practice as flight came to play an ever-more important role in world
affairs, both military and civil. Making extensive use of extracts from the journals, diaries, and memoirs of the pioneers themselves, and interspersing them with a wide range or
rare photographs and drawings, Taking Flight leads readers to the laboratories and airfields where aircraft were conceived and tested. Forcefully yet gracefully written in rich
detail and with thorough documentation, this book is certain to be the standard reference for years to come on how humanity came to take to the sky, and what the Aerial Age
has meant to the world since da Vinci's first fantastical designs.
Describes the difficult and bloody four-month battle that tipped the stalemate on the Western Front in favor of the Allies in 1918 and drove back the Germans, bringing World War
I to an end.
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Douglas HaigThe Educated SoldierDouglas HaigThe Educated SoldierWeidenfeld & Nicolson
This book puts military doctrine into a wider perspective, drawing on military history, philosophy, and political science. Military doctrines are institutional beliefs about what works
in war; given the trauma of 9/11 and the ensuing 'War on Terror', serious divergences over what the message of the 'new' military doctrine ought to be were expected around the
world. However, such questions are often drowned in ferocious meta-doctrinal disagreements. What is a doctrine, after all? This book provides a theoretical understanding of
such questions. Divided into three parts, the author investigates the historical roots of military doctrine and explores its growth and expansion until the present day, and goes on
to analyse the main characteristics of a military doctrine. Using a multidisciplinary approach, the book concludes that doctrine can be utilized in three key ways: as a tool of
command, as a tool of change, and as a tool of education. This book will be of much interest to students of military studies, civil-military relations, strategic studies, and war
studies, as well as to students in professional military education.
All the Kaiser's Men
Doom
The British Army Weapons & Theories of War 1904-1945
The Educated Soldier
Modernity, the Media and the Military
Inventing the Aerial Age, from Antiquity through the First World War
Kitchener's Army
On 9 May 1915 the British First Army under Haig and the French Tenth Army launched a joint offensive against the Germans on the Western
Front. The British attempt to capture Aubers Ridge ended up a disaster. The full story h as never been told before.
Field Marshal Earl Haig's reputation continues to arouse as much interest and controversy as ever. This volume represents the collaboration
of two leading historical societies, The British Commission for Military History and The Douglas Haig Fellowship. Leading historians have
produced a comprehensive and fascinating study of the most significant and frequently debated aspects of Haig's momentous career.
Drawing on a wealth of new material from military, ecclesiastical and secular civilian archives, Michael Snape presents a study of the
experience of the officers and men of Britain’s vast citizen armies, and also of the numerous religious agencies which ministered to them.
Historians of the First and Second World Wars have consistently underestimated the importance of religion in Britain during the war years,
but this book shows that religion had much greater currency and influence in twentieth-century British society than has previously been
realised. Snape argues that religion provided a key component of military morale and national identity in both the First and Second World
Wars, and demonstrates that, contrary to accepted wisdom, Britain’s popular religious culture emerged intact and even strengthened as a
result of the army’s experiences of war. The book covers such a range of disciplines, that students and scholars of military history, British
history and Religion will all benefit from its purchase.
The Royal Welch Fusiliers were present at all Marlborough's great victories; they were one of the six Minden regiments; they fought
throughout the Peninsula and were present at Wellington's final glorious victory at Waterloo. In The Great War their officers included the
writer poets Siegfried Sassoon and Robert Graves; their 22 battalions fought not just on the Western Front but at Gallipoli, in Egypt,
Palestine, Salonika, Mesopotamia and Italy. In WW2 they won battle honours from the Reichswald to Kohima. More recently they have served with
distinction in the war against terror in the Middle East. Like so many famous regiments the RWF are no longer in the British Army's order of
battle having been amalgamated into the Royal Regiment of Wales. But this fine book is the lasting memorial to a fiercely proud and greatly
admired regiment.
The Logistics and Politics of the British Campaigns in the Middle East, 1914-22
The British 62nd and Canadian 4th Divisions in Battle
Steady The Buffs!
A Guide to the Sources of British Military History
The Civil-Military Politics of Strategic Assessment
Manpower and Organisation in Two World Wars
British Cavalry and Trench Warfare, 1914–1918

This new volume explores the history of an important, but neglected sector of the Western Front between 1914 and 1918 in the
context of its portrayal in the media. The analysis sheds new light on of the role of the mass media in generating national
mythologies. The book focuses on the largely forgotten Armentières and La Bassée sector, a section of the Western Front which saw
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fighting from many different nationalities on almost every day of the war. Through analysis of this section of the Western Front,
this book examines the way the First World War was interpreted, both in official and semi-official sources as well as in the mass
media, comparing what was apparently happening on the Western Front battlefield to what was reported in the newspapers. It follows
the different sides as they responded to the changing nature of warfare and to each other, showing how reporting was adapted to
changing perceptions of national needs.
The book is structured around a collection of letters written by a nineteen year old Irish officer in the 6th Royal Irish
Regiment, 2nd Lieutenant Michael Wall from Carrick Hill, near Malahide in north Co. Dublin. Michael was educated by the Christian
Brothers in Dublin and destined to study science at UCD before being seduced by the illusion of adventure through war. By
contextualising and expanding the content of Wall’s letters and setting them within the entrenched battle zone of the Messines
Ridge, Burke offers a unique insight into the trench life this young Irish man experienced, his disillusionment with war and his
desire to get home. Burke also presents an account of the origin, preparations and successful execution of the battle to take
Wijtschate on 7 June 1917 in which the 16th (Irish) and 36th (Ulster) Divisions played a pivotal role. In conclusion Burke offers
an insight into the contentious subject of remembrance of the First World War in Ireland in the late 1920s
Designed to fill an overlooked gap, this book, originally published in 1972, provides a single unified introduction to
bibliographical sources of British military history. Moreover it includes guidance in a number of fields in which no similar
source is available at all, giving information on how to obtain acess to special collections and private archives, and links
military history, especially during peacetime, with the development of science and technology.
Despite the substantial output of revisionist scholarship over the last decade reappraising the performance of the British Army on
the Western Front during the First World War, there still remains a stubborn perception that its commanders were incompetent,
inflexible and unimaginative. Whilst much ink has been spilled vilifying or defending individual commanders, or looking for
overarching trends and ’learning curves’, this is the first work to examine systematically the vertical nature of command - that
is the transmission of plans from the high-command down through the rank structure to the front line. Through such an
investigation, a much more rounded measure of the effectiveness of British commanders can be gained; one moves the argument beyond
the overly simplistic ’casualties to ground gained’ equation that is usually offered. The Battle of Fromelles (19-20 July 1916)
was selected as the case study as it was relatively small in scale, in the right period, and retains sufficient primary sources
available to sustain the analysis. It also witnessed the first time Australian forces were used in offensive operations on the
Western Front, and thus looms large in wider Commonwealth perceptions of ’Bumbling British Generals’. The book follows the
progress of the battle plan from its inception in the strategic designs of the supreme commander down through the various
intermediate level commands at operational and tactical headquarters until it became the orders that sent the infantry forward
into the attack. In so doing it provides a unique insight into the strengths and weaknesses of British command structure, allowing
a much more scholarly judgement of its overall effectiveness.
Loos 1915
The Life and Death of the German Soldier on the Western Front
An Illustrated Catalogue
Shaping Strategy
Understanding Military Doctrine
Volume 1 – New Approaches
The Politics of Catastrophe
When Great Britain and its dominions declared war on Germany in August 1914, they were faced with the formidable challenge of
transforming masses of untrained citizen-soldiers at home and abroad into competent, coordinated fighting divisions. The Empire on
the Western Front focuses on the development of two units, Britain’s 62nd (2nd West Riding) Division and the Canadian 4th
Division, to show how the British Expeditionary Force rose to this challenge. By turning the spotlight on army formation and
operations at the divisional level, Jackson calls into question existing accounts that emphasize the differences between the
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imperial and dominion armies.
An examination of how the logistical demands of the British military campaigns in Palestine and Mesopotamia led to a more
intrusive and authoritarian form of imperial control in 1917-18. This early example of Western military intervention in the Middle
East provoked a localized backlash in 1919-20 whose effects continue to be felt today.
A Companion to the First World War brings together an international team of distinguished historians who provide a series of
original and thought-provoking essays on one of the most devastating events in modern history. Comprises 38 essays by leading
scholars who analyze the current state of historical scholarship on the First World War Provides extensive coverage spanning the
pre-war period, the military conflict, social, economic, political, and cultural developments, and the war's legacy Offers
original perspectives on themes as diverse as strategy and tactics, war crimes, science and technology, and the arts Selected as a
2011 Outstanding Academic Title by CHOICE
Peter Simkins has established a reputation over the last forty years as one of the most original and stimulating historians of the
First World War. He has made a major contribution to the debate about the performance of the British Army on the Western Front.
This collection of his most perceptive and challenging essays, which concentrates on British operations in France between 1916 and
1918, shows that this reputation is richly deserved. He focuses on key aspects of the army's performance in battle, from the first
day of the Somme to the Hundred Days, and gives a fascinating insight into the developing theory and practice of the army as it
struggled to find a way to break through the German line. His rigorous analysis undermines some of the common assumptions - and
the myths - that still cling to the history of these British battles.
Foch in Command
British Battle Planning in 1916 and the Battle of Fromelles
From the Somme to Victory
That Astonishing Infantry'
Haig: A Re-Appraisal 80 Years On
Horsemen in No Man's Land
The Battle of Aubers Ridge 1915 and the Munitions Scandal
A fully revised and updated new edition of this leading introduction to the theory and conduct of warfare in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. The book combines analysis
of key concepts, theory and military doctrine with reference to relevant examples from history, and integrates the land, sea and air environments.
This collection of correspondence and newly discovered family papers is “a good read for anyone interested in WWI, or the British Army” (The NYMAS Review). Hugo De Pree
was the nephew of the better-known Field Marshal Sir Douglas Haig. However, De Pree had a distinguished military career in his own right. He served in the Boer War. He was
sent to the Western Front, as Chief of Staff of IV Corps, and played a key part in planning the Battle of Cambrai in 1917. In 1918 De Pree was appointed to command 189 Brigade
in 63rd (Royal Naval) Division. His part in the March Retreat showed that he was not a chateau general. In August 1918, he took the morally courageous decision to cancel his
Brigade’s attack, fearing heavy losses for little gain. He was sacked, but after appealing was appointed to command a brigade of 38th (Welsh) Division, which he commanded
with distinction in the last weeks of the war. Afterward, De Pree rose to Major-General and was the Commandant at RMA Woolwich. His son, John, was killed in 1942 when
attempting to escape from a POW camp in Germany, a story told in this book by one of the leading academics in the field, which combines De Pree and Haig family papers with
incisive commentary to give a multi-faceted insight into both an important but obscure senior officer of the First World War, and his hugely famous uncle.
The Great War was the first conflict to draw men and women into uniform on a massive scale. From a small regular force of barely 250,000, the British Army rapidly expanded into
a national force of over five million. A Nation in Arms brings together original research into the impact of the war on the army as an institution, gives a revealing account of those
who served in it and offers fascinating insights into its social history during one of the bloodiest wars.
Ferdinand Foch ended the First World War as Marshal of France and supreme commander of the Allied armies on the Western Front. Foch in Command is a pioneering study of
his contribution to the Allied victory. Elizabeth Greenhalgh uses contemporary notebooks, letters and documents from previously under-studied archives to chart how the
artillery officer, who had never commanded troops in battle when the war began, learned to fight the enemy, to cope with difficult colleagues and allies, and to manoeuvre
through the political minefield of civil-military relations. She offers valuable insights into neglected questions: the contribution of unified command to the Allied victory; the role
of a commander's general staff; and the mechanisms of command at corps and army level. She demonstrates how an energetic Foch developed war-winning strategies for a
modern industrial war and how political realities contributed to his losing the peace.
The History of the Royal Bucks Hussars 1914-18
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The German Wars
The Third Battle of Ypres
Passchendaele
The Campaign That Ended World War I
A Serious Disappointment
Monty and Rommel
Of what use was the British cavalry during the years of trench warfare on the Western Front? On a static battlefield dominated by the weapons
of the industrial age, by the machine gun and massed artillery, the cavalry was seen as an anachronism. It was vulnerable to modern
armaments, of little value in combat and a waste of scarce resources.At least, that is the common viewpoint. Indeed, the cavalry have been
consistently underestimated since the first histories of the Great War were written. But, in light of modern research, is this the right
verdict?David Kenyon seeks to answer this question in his thought-provoking new study. His conclusions challenge conventional wisdom on the
subject they should prompt a radical reevaluation of the role of the horseman on the battlefields of France and Flanders a century ago.Using
evidence gained from research into wartime records and the eyewitness accounts of the men who were there who saw the cavalry in action he
reassesses the cavalry's contribution and performance. His writing gives a vivid insight into cavalry tactics and the ethos of the cavalrymen
of the time. He also examines how the cavalry combined with the other arms of the British army, in particular the tanks.His well-balanced and
original study will be essential reading for students of the Western Front and for anyone who is interested in the long history of cavalry
combat.
Convinced that both God and the Kaiser were on their side, the officers and men of the German Army went to war in 1914, confident that they
were destined for a swift and crushing victory in the West. The vaunted Schlieffen Plan on which the anticipated German victory was based
expected triumph in the West to be followed by an equally decisive success on the Eastern Front. It was not to be. From the winter of 1914
until the early months of 1918, the struggle on the Western Front was characterised by trench warfare. But our perception of the conflict
takes little or no account of the realities of life 'across the wire' in the German trenches. This book redresses that imbalance and reminds
us how similar these young German men were to our own Tommies. Drawing from diaries and letters, Ian Passingham charts the hopes and despair
of the German soldiers, filling an important gap in the history of the Western Front.
Bruccoli Great War Collection at the University of South Carolina: An Illustrated Catalogue provides a reference tool for the study of one of
the great watershed moments in history on both sides of the Atlantic serving historians, researchers, and collectors.
The Battle of Fromelles remains the single bloodiest day in terms of soldiers killed, wounded or missing, in Australia's military history.
Remains of soldiers were recently discovered in mass graves in northern France and the final soldier will be laid to rest when a new cemetery
officially opens on 19th July, 2010 - the 94th anniversary of the battle.
The Empire on the Western Front
The battle of Le Hamel and the 93 minutes that changed the world
A Regiment, a Region, and the Great War
Writing Home from the Great War
The History of The Royal Welch Fusiliers 1689-2006
A Companion to World War I
This is, without doubt, the finest book about the crucial role that artillery played in the two World Wars of the Twentieth century. The authors, both former artillery officers who saw action in Word
War Two, describe the development of their neglected, inadequate and class-ridden arm through the battles of the First World War and the eventual war-winning role that artillery played, to the
culmination of professional military deployment in the Second World War.
Passchendaele In Perspective explores the context and real nature of the participants experience, evaluates British and German High Command, the aerial and maritime dimensions of the battle, the
politicians and manpower debates on the home front and it looks at the tactics employed, the weapons and equipment used, the experience of the British; German and indeed French soldiers. It looks
thoroughly into the Commonwealth soldiers contribution and makes an unparalleled attempt to examine together in one volume specialist facets of the battle, the weather, field survey and
cartography, discipline and morale, and the cultural and social legacy of the battle, in art, literature and commemoration. Each one of its thirty chapters presents a thought-provoking angle on the
subject.They add up to an unique analysis of the battle from Commonwealth, American, German, French, Belgian and United Kingdom historians. This book will undoubtedly become a valued work of
reference for all those with an interest in World War One.
The Battle of Le Hamel on 4 July 1918 was an Allied triumph, and strategically very important in the closing stages of WWI. A largely Australian force, commanded by the brilliant Sir John Monash,
fought what has been described as the first modern battle - where infantry, tanks, artillery and planes operated together as a coordinated force. Monash planned every detail meticulously, with
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nothing left to chance. Integrated use of tanks, planes, infantry, wireless (and even carrier pigeons!) was the basis, and it went on from there, down to the details: everyone used the same maps, with
updated versions delivered by motorbike despatch riders to senior commanders, including Monash. Each infantry battalion was allocated to a tank group, and they advanced together. Supplies and
ammunition were dropped as needed from planes. The losses were relatively few. In the words of Monash: 'A perfected modern battle plan is like nothing so much as a score for an orchestral
composition, where the various arms and units are the instruments, and the tasks they perform are their respective musical phrases.' Monash planned for the battle to last for 90 minutes - in the end
it went for 93. What happened in those minutes changed for the rest of the war the way the British fought battles, and the tactics and strategies used by the Allies. Peter FitzSimons brings this Allied
triumph to life, and tells this magnificent story as it should be told.
This book fully revises standard regimental history by establishing the framework and background to the regiment's role in the Great War. It tests the current theories about the British army in the
war and some of the conclusions of modern military historians. In recent years a fascinating reassessment of the combat performance of the British Army in the Great War has stressed the fact that
the British Army ascended a 'learning curve' during the conflict resulting in a modernmilitary machine of awesome power. Research carried out thus far has been on a grand scale with very few
examinations of smaller units. This study of the battalion of the Buffs has tested these theoretical ideas. The central questions addressed in this study are:• The factors that dominated the officer-man
relationship during the war.• How identity and combat efficiency was maintained in the light of heavy casualties.• The relative importance of individual characters to the efficiency of a battalion as
opposed to the 'managerial structures' of the BEF.• The importance of brigade and division to the performance of a battalion.• The effective understanding and deployment of new weapons.• The
reactions of individual men to the trials of war.• The personal and private reactions of the soldiers' communities in Kent.Using previously uncovered material, this book adds a significant new chapter
to our understanding of the British army on the Western Front, and the way its home community in East Kent reacted to experience. It reveals the way in which the regiment adjusted to the shock of
modern warfare, and the bloody learning curve the Buffs ascended as they shared the British Expeditionary Force's march towards final victory.
Fire Power
Hundred Days
God and the British Soldier
In Haig's Shadow
The British Army's Experience on the Western Front 1916-1918
A Nation in Arms
Parallel Lives
From the hell of Gallipoli to the deserts of the Holy Land, torpedoed in the Mediterranean before finally posted to the mud and trenches of the Western Front, the Royal Bucks Hussars had a fascinating and
bloody story during the Great War. Condemned by Lord Kitchener as mere play boys they were able to prove him wrong by the end of the war. Sons of privileged backgrounds they may have been, but the
war was indiscriminate in its killing, and war memorials and gravestones from Gallipoli to Ypres proves that the Buckinghamshire gentry were just as ready to die for their country as the next man. They went
to war on horseback, relics of a gentler age, but finished up as machine gunners in a mechanised war during the final push on the Western front which broke the back of the German Army. This is their story.
The German Wars: A Concise History, 1859-1945 outlines the history of European warfare from the Wars of German Unification to the end of the World War II. The title aside, the book is not be another
history of the German military; it takes a much broader approach looking at political, social, economic, and military developments across Europe, and the United States during the period. The “German War”
part of the title is there because Germany plays the central part in the story. But the key element threading its way through this volume is the Industrial Revolution.
The history of the Western Front and the First World War is one of battles of attrition against an entrenched enemy, with terrible casualties suffered by both sides in some of the worst fighting ever. In this
history the picture has emerged of British generals remote and detached from the reality of the trenches who repeatedly sent their men to die in pointless attacks against the enemy. This book, by the
renowned historian of the First World War John Terraine, scrupulously researched and brilliantly written, takes a more objective and accurate approach to the figure of Haig - the supreme commander of the
British Army - and to the history of the War.
In The Struggle for Development and Democracy Alessandro Olsaretti proposes a humanist social science as a first step to overcome the flaws of neoliberalism, and to recover a balanced approach that is
needed in the wake of the 9/11 attacks.
The Battle of Fromelles 1916
A Case Study of an Evolving Skill
A Concise History, 1859-1945
Messines to Carrick Hill:
Douglas Haig
Understanding Modern Warfare
Religion and the British Army in the First and Second World Wars
The definitive account of Passchendaele, the months-long battle that epitomizes the immense tragedy of the First World War Passchendaele. The name of a small, seemingly
insignificant Flemish village echoes across the twentieth century as the ultimate expression of meaningless, industrialized slaughter. In the summer of 1917, upwards of 500,000
men were killed or wounded, maimed, gassed, drowned, or buried in this small corner of Belgium. On the centennial of the battle, military historian Nick Lloyd brings to vivid life
this epic encounter along the Western Front. Drawing on both British and German sources, he is the first historian to reveal the astonishing fact that, for the British, Passchendaele
was an eminently winnable battle. Yet the advance of British troops was undermined by their own high command, which, blinded by hubris, clung to failed tactics. The result was a
familiar one: stalemate. Lloyd forces us to consider that trench warfare was not necessarily a futile endeavor, and that had the British won at Passchendaele, they might have ended
the war early, saving hundreds of thousands, if not millions, of lives. A captivating narrative of heroism and folly, Passchendaele is an essential addition to the literature on the
Great War.
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Biografi over Sir John French, som gjorde tjeneste i Sydafrika under Boerkrigen 1899-1902 og under 1. Verdenskrig.
"All disasters are in some sense man-made." Setting the annus horribilis of 2020 in historical perspective, Niall Ferguson explains why we are getting worse, not better, at handling
disasters. Disasters are inherently hard to predict. Pandemics, like earthquakes, wildfires, financial crises. and wars, are not normally distributed; there is no cycle of history to
help us anticipate the next catastrophe. But when disaster strikes, we ought to be better prepared than the Romans were when Vesuvius erupted, or medieval Italians when the
Black Death struck. We have science on our side, after all. Yet in 2020 the responses of many developed countries, including the United States, to a new virus from China were badly
bungled. Why? Why did only a few Asian countries learn the right lessons from SARS and MERS? While populist leaders certainly performed poorly in the face of the COVID-19
pandemic, Niall Ferguson argues that more profound pathologies were at work--pathologies already visible in our responses to earlier disasters. In books going back nearly twenty
years, including Colossus, The Great Degeneration, and The Square and the Tower, Ferguson has studied the foibles of modern America, from imperial hubris to bureaucratic
sclerosis and online fragmentation. Drawing from multiple disciplines, including economics, cliodynamics, and network science, Doom offers not just a history but a general theory
of disasters, showing why our ever more bureaucratic and complex systems are getting worse at handling them. Doom is the lesson of history that this country--indeed the West as a
whole--urgently needs to learn, if we want to handle the next crisis better, and to avoid the ultimate doom of irreversible decline.
Monash's Masterpiece
The Lost Victory of World War I
The Tragedy of Sir John French
Passchendaele in Perspective
The Forging of a First World War General
Fighting for the Bucks
The Raising of the New Armies, 1914-16
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