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Elizabeth I (Penguin Monarchs): A Study In Insecurity
'After my death,' George V said of his eldest son and heir, 'the boy will ruin himself within
twelve months.' The forecast proved uncannily accurate. Edward VIII came to the throne in
January 1936, provoked a constitutional crisis by his determination to marry the American
divorcée Wallis Simpson, and abdicated in December. He was never crowned king. In choosing the
woman he loved over his royal birthright, Edward shook the monarchy to its foundations. Given
the new title 'Duke of Windsor' and essentially sent into exile, he remained a visible skeleton
in the royal cupboard until his death in 1972 and he haunts the house of Windsor to this day.
Drawing on unpublished material, notably correspondence with his most loyal (though much tried)
supporter Winston Churchill, Piers Brendon's superb biography traces Edward's tumultuous public
and private life from bright young prince to troubled sovereign, from wartime colonial governor
to sad but glittering expatriate. With pace and panache, it cuts through the myths that still
surround this most controversial of modern British monarchs.
Edward III lived through bloody and turbulent times. His father was deposed by his mother and
her lover when he was still a teenager; a third of England's population was killed by the Black
Death midway through his reign; and the intractable Hundred Years War with France began under
his leadership. Yet Edward managed to rule England for fifty years, and was viewed as a paragon
of kingship in the eyes of both his contemporaries and later generations. Venerated as the
victor of Sluys and Crécy and the founder of the Order of the Garter, he was regarded with awe
even by his enemies. But he lived too long, and was ultimately condemned to see thirty years of
conquests reversed in less than five. In this gripping new account of Edward III's rise and
fall, Jonathan Sumption introduces us to a fêted king who ended his life a heroic failure.
This long-awaited and masterfully edited volume contains nearly all of the writings of Queen
Elizabeth I: the clumsy letters of childhood, the early speeches of a fledgling queen, and the
prayers and poetry of the monarch's later years. The first collection of its kind, Elizabeth I
reveals brilliance on two counts: that of the Queen, a dazzling writer and a leading intellect
of the English Renaissance, and that of the editors, whose copious annotations make the book
not only essential to scholars but accessible to general readers as well. "This collection
shines a light onto the character and experience of one of the most interesting of monarchs. .
. . We are likely never to get a closer or clearer look at her. An intriguing and intense
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portrait of a woman who figures so importantly in the birth of our modern world."—Publishers
Weekly "An admirable scholarly edition of the queen's literary output. . . . This anthology
will excite scholars of Elizabethan history, but there is something here for all of us who
revel in the English language."—John Cooper, Washington Times "Substantial, scholarly, but
accessible. . . . An invaluable work of reference."—Patrick Collinson, London Review of Books
"In a single extraordinary volume . . . Marcus and her coeditors have collected the Virgin
Queen's letters, speeches, poems and prayers. . . . An impressive, heavily footnoted
volume."—Library Journal "This excellent anthology of [Elizabeth's] speeches, poems, prayers
and letters demonstrates her virtuosity and afford the reader a penetrating insight into her
'wiles and understandings.'"—Anne Somerset, New Statesman "Here then is the only trustworthy
collection of the various genres of Elizabeth's writings. . . . A fine edition which will be
indispensable to all those interested in Elizabeth I and her reign."—Susan Doran, History "In
the torrent of words about her, the queen's own words have been hard to find. . . . [This]
volume is a major scholarly achievement that makes Elizabeth's mind much more accessible than
before. . . . A veritable feast of material in different genres."—David Norbrook, The New
Republic
In 1461 Edward earl of March, an able, handsome, and charming eighteen-year old, usurped the
English throne from his feeble Lancastrian predecessor Henry VI. Ten years on, following
outbreaks of civil conflict that culminated in him losing, then regaining the crown, he had
finally secured his kingdom. The years that followed witnessed a period of rule that has been
described as a golden age: a time of peace and economic and industrial expansion, which saw the
establishment of a style of monarchy that the Tudors would later develop. Yet, argues A. J.
Pollard, Edward, who was drawn to a life of sexual and epicurean excess, was a man of limited
vision, his reign remaining to the very end the narrow rule of a victorious faction in civil
war. Ultimately, his failure was dynastic: barely two months after his death in April 1483, the
throne was usurped by Edward's youngest brother, Richard III.
'To be a medieval king was a job of work ... This was a man who knew how to run a complex
organization. He was England's CEO' The youngest of William the Conqueror's sons, Henry I came
to unchallenged power only after two of his brothers died in strange hunting accidents and he
had imprisoned the other. He was destined to become one of the greatest of all medieval
monarchs, both through his own ruthlessness, and through his dynastic legacy. Edmund King's
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engrossing portrait shows a strikingly charismatic, intelligent and fortunate man, whose rule
was looked back on as the real post-conquest founding of England as a new realm: wealthy,
stable, bureaucratised and self-confident.
The Making of England
The Summer King
Henry V (Penguin Monarchs)
John (Penguin Monarchs)
From Playboy Prince to Warrior King
Partners in Revolution
The Failed King
William III (1689-1702) & Mary II (1689-94) (Britain's only ever 'joint monarchs') changed the course of the entire country's history,
coming to power through a coup (which involved Mary betraying her own father), reestablishing parliament on a new footing and,
through commiting Britain to fighting France, initiating an immensely long period of warfare and colonial expansion. Jonathan
Keates' wonderful book makes both monarchs vivid, the cold, shrewd 'Dutch' William and the shortlived Mary, whose life and death
inspired Purcell to write some of his greatest music.
The story of Elizabeth I's inner circle and the crucial human relationships which lay at the heart of her personal and political life. A
vivid and often dramatic account, offering a deeper insight into Elizabeth's emotional and political conduct, and challenging many
popular myths about her.
In September 2015 Queen Elizabeth II becomes Britain's longest-reigning monarch. During her long lifetime Britain and the world
have changed beyond recognition, yet throughout she has stood steadfast as a lasting emblem of stability, continuity and public
service. Historian and senior politician Douglas Hurd has seen the Queen at close quarters, as Home Secretary and then on
overseas expeditions as Foreign Secretary. Here he considers the life and role of Britain's most greatly admired monarch, who,
inheriting a deep sense of duty from her father George VI, has weathered national and family crises, seen the end of an Empire
and heard voices raised in favour of the break-up of the United Kingdom. Hurd creates an arresting portrait of a woman deeply
conservative by nature yet possessing a ready acceptance of modern life and the awareness that, for things to stay the same, they
must change. With a foreword by Prince William, Duke of Cambridge.
In the popular imagination, as in her portraits, Elizabeth I is the image of monarchical power. The Virgin Queen ruled over a
Golden Age- the Spanish Armada was defeated and England's enemies scattered; English explorers reached almost to the ends
of the earth; a new Church of England rose from the ashes of past conflict, and the English Renaissance bloomed in the genius of
Shakespeare, Spenser and Sidney. But the image is also armour. In this illuminating new account of Elizabeth's reign, Helen
Castor shows how England's iconic queen was shaped by profound and enduring insecurity-an insecurity which was both a matter
Page 3/14

Get Free Elizabeth I (Penguin Monarchs): A Study In Insecurity
of practical political reality and personal psychology. From her precarious upbringing at the whim of a brutal, capricious father and
her perilous accession after his death, to the religious division that marred her state and the failure to marry that threatened her
line, Elizabeth lived under constant threat. But, facing down her enemies with a compellingly inscrutable public persona, the last
and greatest of the Tudor monarchs would become a timeless, fearless queen.
Succeeding to the throne at the age of only nine months, Henry VI had a turbulent reign: he inherited a war with France and, in
time, found himself at war with his own nobles. James Ross surveys this eventful life, including Henry's deposition at the hands of
Edward IV and his eventual return to the throne.
Edward IV (Penguin Monarchs)
A Simple and God-Fearing King
After Elizabeth
The Daughter of Time
James I (Penguin Monarchs)
Edward VI
George VI (Penguin Monarchs)

Foremost medieval historian Anne Curry offers a new reinterpretation of Henry V and the battle that defined his kingship: Agincourt Henry V's
invasion of France, in August 1415, represented a huge gamble. As heir to the throne, he had been a failure, cast into the political wilderness
amid rumours that he planned to depose his father. Despite a complete change of character as king - founding monasteries, persecuting
heretics, and enforcing the law to its extremes - little had gone right since. He was insecure in his kingdom, his reputation low. On the eve of
his departure for France, he uncovered a plot by some of his closest associates to remove him from power. Agincourt was a battle that Henry
should not have won - but he did, and the rest is history. Within five years, he was heir to the throne of France. In this vivid new interpretation,
Anne Curry explores how Henry's hyperactive efforts to expunge his past failures, and his experience of crisis - which threatened to ruin
everything he had struggled to achieve - defined his kingship, and how his astonishing success at Agincourt transformed his standing in the
eyes of his contemporaries, and of all generations to come.
William III and Mary II, England's only ever 'joint monarchs', changed the course of the country's history, coming to power through a coup, reestablishing parliament on a new footing and initiating a long period of expansion that transformed England into a world power. Jonathan
Keates' account of their dramatic reign makes both monarchs vivid: the shrewd 'Dutch' military champion William of Orange, and the
vulnerable, shortlived Mary, whose life as a 'celebrity' royal and untimely death at thirty-four inspired Purcell to write some of his greatest
music. As Keates makes clear, William and Mary's reign was crucial to the evolution of the modern nation, from the 'Glorious Revolution' that
began it, to the creation of the Bank of England, the modern British armed forces and, most crucially, a realm in which royal power required
popular consent.
For a man with such conventional tastes and views, George V had a revolutionary impact. Almost despite himself he marked a decisive break
with his flamboyant predecessor Edward VII, inventing the modern monarchy, with its emphasis on frequent public appearances, family
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values and duty. George V was an effective war-leader and inventor of 'the House of Windsor'. In an era of ever greater media
coverage--frequently filmed and initiating the British Empire Christmas broadcast--George became for 25 years a universally recognised
figure. He was also the only British monarch to take his role as Emperor of India seriously. While his great rivals (Tsar Nicolas and Kaiser
Wilhelm) ended their reigns in catastrophe, he plodded on. David Cannadine's sparkling account of his reign could not be more enjoyable, a
masterclass in how to write about Monarchy, that central--if peculiar--pillar of British life.
COSTA AWARD FINALIST ECONOMIST BOOK OF THE YEAR FINANCIAL TIMES BOOK OF THE YEAR Film rights acquired by Gold
Circle Films, the team behind My Big Fat Greek Wedding “A fresh, thrilling portrait⋯ Guy’s Elizabeth is deliciously human.” –Stacy Schiff, The
New York Times Book Review A groundbreaking reconsideration of our favorite Tudor queen, Elizabeth is an intimate and surprising
biography that shows her at the height of her power. Elizabeth was crowned queen at twenty-five, but it was only when she reached fifty and
all hopes of a royal marriage were behind her that she began to wield power in her own right. For twenty-five years she had struggled to
assert her authority over advisers, who pressed her to marry and settle the succession; now, she was determined not only to reign but to rule.
In this magisterial biography, John Guy introduces us to a woman who is refreshingly unfamiliar: at once powerful and vulnerable, willful and
afraid. We see her confronting challenges at home and abroad: war against France and Spain, revolt in Ireland, an economic crisis that
triggers riots in the streets of London, and a conspiracy to place her cousin Mary Queen of Scots on her throne. For a while she is smitten by
a much younger man, but can she allow herself to act on that passion and still keep her throne? For the better part of a decade John Guy
mined long-overlooked archives, scouring handwritten letters and court documents to sweep away myths and rumors. This prodigious
historical detective work has enabled him to reveal, for the first time, the woman behind the polished veneer: determined, prone to fits of
jealous rage, wracked by insecurity, often too anxious to sleep alone. At last we hear her in her own voice expressing her own distinctive and
surprisingly resonant concerns. Guy writes like a dream, and this combination of groundbreaking research and propulsive narrative puts him
in a class of his own. "Significant, forensic and myth-busting, John Guy inspires total confidence in a narrative which is at once pacey and rich
in detail." -- Anna Whitelock, TLS “Most historians focus on the early decades, with Elizabeth’s last years acting as a postscript to the
beheading of Mary Queen of Scots and the defeat of the Spanish Armada. Guy argues that this period is crucial to understanding a more
human side of the smart redhead.” – The Economist, Book of the Year
Although he styled himself 'His Highness', adopted the court ritual of his royal predecessors, and lived in the former royal palaces of Whitehall
and Hampton Court, Oliver Cromwell was not a king - in spite of the best efforts of his supporters to crown him. Yet, as David Horspool shows
in this illuminating new portrait of England's Lord Protector, Cromwell, the Puritan son of Cambridgeshire gentry, wielded such influence that
it would be a pretence to say that power really lay with the collective. The years of Cromwell's rise to power, shaped by a decade-long civil
war, saw a sustained attempt at the collective government of England; the first attempts at a real Union of Britain; the beginnings of empire; a
radically new solution to the idea of a national religion; atrocities in Ireland; and the readmission to England of the Jews, a people officially
banned for over three and a half centuries. At the end of it, Oliver Cromwell had emerged as the country's sole ruler: to his enemies, and
probably to most of his countrymen, his legacy looked as likely to last as that of the Stuart dynasty he had replaced.
George V (Penguin Monarchs)
Charles I (Penguin Monarchs)
Elizabeth II
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A Study in Insecurity
Mary I (Penguin Monarchs)
Richard III (Penguin Monarchs)
Inside the Life of a Modern Monarch

The elder daughter of Henry VIII, Mary I (1553-58) became England's ruler on the unexpected death of her brother Edward
VI. Her short reign is one of the great potential turning points in the country's history. As a convinced Catholic and the
wife of Philip II, king of Spain and the most powerful of all European monarchs, Mary could have completely changed her
country's orbit, making it a province of the Habsburg Empire and obedient again to Rome. These extraordinary
possibilities are fully dramatized in John Edward's superb short biography. The real Mary I has almost disappeared under
the great mass of Protestant propaganda that buried her reputation during her younger sister, Elizabeth I's reign. But
what if she had succeeded?
Edward VI, the only son of Henry VIII, became king at the age of nine and died wholly unexpectedly at the age of fifteen.
This book gives full play to the murky, sinister nature of Edward's reign, and also an account of a boy learning to rule,
learning to enjoy his growing power and to come out of the shadows of the great aristocrats around him.
Part of the Penguin Monarchs series: short, fresh, expert accounts of England's rulers in a collectible format Henry VII
was one of England's unlikeliest monarchs. An exile and outsider with barely a claim to the throne, his victory over
Richard III at Bosworth Field seemed to many in 1485 like only the latest in the sequence of violent convulsions among
England's nobility that would come to be known as the wars of the roses - with little to suggest that the obscure Henry
would last any longer than his predecessor. To break that cycle of division, usurpation, deposition and murder, he had
both to maintain a grip on power and to convince England that his rule was both rightful and effective. Here, Sean
Cunningham explores how, in his ruthless, controlling and personal kingship, Henry VII did so; in the process founding
the Tudor dynasty and, arguably, helping to lay the foundations for modern government. Sean Cunningham is a Principal
Records Specialist at The National Archives. A Fellow of the Royal Historical Society, he has published widely on late
medieval and early Tudor England. His books include, most recently, a historical biography of Henry VII.
A tribute to the life and enduring reign of Elizabeth II draws on numerous interviews and previously undisclosed
documents to juxtapose the queen's public and private lives, providing coverage of such topics as her teen romance with
Philip, her contributions during World War II and the scandals that have challenged her family. (This book was previously
listed in Forecast.)
The formation of England occurred against the odds: an island divided into rival kingdoms, under savage assault from
Viking hordes. But, after King Alfred ensured the survival of Wessex and his son Edward expanded it, his grandson
Athelstan inherited the rule of both Mercia and Wessex, conquered Northumbria and was hailed as Rex totius Britanniae:
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'King of the whole of Britain'. Tom Holland recounts this extraordinary story with relish and drama, transporting us back
to a time of omens, raven harbingers and blood-red battlefields. As well as giving form to the figure of Athelstan - devout,
shrewd, all too aware of the precarious nature of his power, especially in the north - he introduces the great figures of the
age, including Alfred and his daughter Aethelflaed, 'Lady of the Mercians', who brought Athelstan up at the Mercian
court. Making sense of the family rivalries and fractious conflicts of the Anglo-Saxon rulers, Holland shows us how a
royal dynasty rescued their kingdom from near-oblivion and fashioned a nation that endures to this day.
Edward III (Penguin Monarchs)
An Abbreviated Life
The Novel
Oliver Cromwell (Penguin Monarchs)
The Rise of James of Scotland and the Struggle for the Throne of England
The Quest for Fame
Collected Works

King John ruled England for seventeen and a half years, yet his entire reign is usually reduced to one image: of
the villainous monarch outmanoeuvred by rebellious barons into agreeing to Magna Carta at Runnymede in
1215. Ever since, John has come to be seen as an archetypal tyrant. But how evil was he? In this perceptive
short account, Nicholas Vincent unpicks John's life through his deeds and his personality. The youngest of four
brothers, overlooked and given a distinctly unroyal name, John seemed doomed to failure. As king, he was
reputedly cruel and treacherous, pursuing his own interests at the expense of his country, losing the continental
empire bequeathed to him by his father Henry and his brother Richard and eventually plunging England into civil
war. Only his lordship of Ireland showed some success. Yet, as this fascinating biography asks, were his crimes
necessarily greater than those of his ancestors - or was he judged more harshly because, ultimately, he failed as
a warlord?
Many volumes have been written about the long reign of Elizabeth I. Now, for the first time, comes a brilliant new
work that focuses on the critical year her reign ended, a time in which England lost its childless queen and a
Machiavellian struggle ensued to find her successor. December 1602. After forty-four years on the throne,
Queen Elizabeth is in decline. The formidable ruler whose motto is Semper eadem (I never change) has become
a dithering old woman, missing teeth and wearing makeup half an inch thick. The kingdom has been weakened
by the cost of war with Spain and the simmering discontent of both the rich and the poor. The stage has been
set, at long last, for succession. But the Queen who famously never married has no heir. Elizabeth’s senior
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relative is James VI of Scotland, Protestant son of Elizabeth’s cousin Mary Queen of Scots. But as a foreigner
and a Stuart, he is excluded from the throne under English law. The road to and beyond his coronation will be
filled with conspiracy and duplicity, personal betrayals and political upheavals. Bringing history to thrilling life,
Leanda de Lisle captures the time, place, and players as never before. As the Queen nears the end, we witness
the scheming of her courtiers for the candidates of their choice; blood-soaked infighting among the Catholic
clergy as they struggle to survive in the face of persecution; the widespread fear that civil war, invasion, or
revolution will follow the monarch’s death; and the signs, portents, and ghosts that seem to mark her end. Here,
too, are the surprising and, to some, dismaying results of James’s ascension: his continuation of Elizabeth’s
persecution of Catholics, his desire to unite his two kingdoms into a new country called Britain, and the painful
contrast between the pomp and finery of Elizabeth’s court and the begrimed quality of his own. Around the old
queen and the new king, swirl a cast of unforgettable characters, including Arbella Stuart, James’s ambitious
and lonely first cousin; his childish, spoiled rival for power, Sir Walter Raleigh, who plotted to overthrow the
king; and Sir John Harrington, Elizabeth’s wily godson, who switched his loyalties to James long before the
queen’s death. Courtesy of Leanda de Lisle’s keenly modern view of this tumultuous time, we are given
intimate insights into of political power plays and psychological portraits relevant to our own era. After Elizabeth
is a unique look at a pivotal year–and a dazzling debut for an exciting new historian.
'First and foremost, he survived, and that was no mean achievement' James's reign marked one of the rare
breaks in England's monarchy. Already James VI of Scotland, on Elizabeth I's death he became James I of
England and Ireland, uniting the British Isles for the first time and founding the Stuart dynasty. Thomas
Cogswell's dramatic new biography brings James to life as a complex, learned, curious man and, above all, a
great survivor.
How did a little girl who loved horses become the longest reigning monarch in England? Find out in this addition
to the #1 New York Times best-selling Who Was? series! In 1936, the life of ten-year-old Princess Elizabeth of
York changed forever. Although she was a member of the British Royal Family, she never expected to become
queen. But when her uncle Edward gave up the throne, suddenly her father was the new king, which meant
young Elizabeth was next in line! Queen Elizabeth has reigned since 1953, and while there are palaces galore,
the crown jewels, and trips around the world, her life has been one of strict discipline and duty. This riveting
chronicle follows the life of a woman who is a public figure and an intensely private person and explores how
she has kept the monarchy together through good times and bad.
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The tragedy of Charles I dominates one of the most strange and painful periods in British history as the whole
island tore itself apart over a deadly, entangled series of religious and political disputes. In Mark Kishlansky's
brilliant account it is never in doubt that Charles created his own catastrophe, but he was nonetheless opposed
by men with far fewer scruples and less consistency who for often quite contradictory reasons conspired to
destroy him. This is a remarkable portrait of one of the most talented, thoughtful, loyal, moral, artistically alert
and yet, somehow, disastrous of all this country's rulers.
The Steadfast
Elizabeth
The Unexpected King
England's Protector
Henry I (Penguin Monarchs)
William II (Penguin Monarchs)
William III & Mary II (Penguin Monarchs)
A major new title in the Penguin Monarchs series In his fascinating new book in the Penguin Monarchs series, Richard Abels
examines the long and troubled reign of Aethelred II the 'Unraed', the 'Ill-Advised'. It is characteristic of Aethelred's reign that its
greatest surviving work of literature, the poem The Battle of Maldon, should be a record of heroic defeat. Perhaps no ruler could
have stemmed the encroachment of wave upon wave of Viking raiders, but Aethelred will always be associated with that failure.
Richard Abels is Professor Emeritus at the United States Naval Academy. He is the author of Alfred the Great: War, Kingship and
Culture in Anglo-Saxon England and Lordship and Military Obligation in Anglo-Saxon England. He is a Fellow of the Royal
Historical Society.
No English king has so divided opinion, both during his reign and in the centuries since, more than Richard III. He was loathed in his
own time for the never-confirmed murder of his young nephews, the Princes in the Tower, and died fighting his own subjects on the
battlefield. This is the vision of Richard we have inherited from Shakespeare. Equally, he inspired great loyalty in his followers. In
this enlightening, even-handed study, Rosemary Horrox builds a complex picture of a king who by any standard failed as a monarch.
He was killed after only two years on the throne, without an heir, and brought such a decisive end to the House of York that Henry
Tudor was able to seize the throne, despite his extremely tenuous claim. Whether Richard was undone by his own fierce ambitions, or
by the legacy of a Yorkist dynasty which was already profoundly dysfunctional, the end result was the same: Richard III destroyed
the very dynasty that he had spent his life so passionately defending.
Charismatic, insatiable and cruel, Henry VIII was, as John Guy shows, a king who became mesmerized by his own legend - and in
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the process destroyed and remade England. Said to be a 'pillager of the commonwealth', this most instantly recognizable of kings
remains a figure of extreme contradictions: magnificent and vengeful; a devout traditionalist who oversaw a cataclysmic rupture
with the church in Rome; a talented, towering figure who nevertheless could not bear to meet people's eyes when he talked to them.
In this revealing new account, John Guy looks behind the mask into Henry's mind to explore how he understood the world and his
place in it - from his isolated upbringing and the blazing glory of his accession, to his desperate quest for fame and an heir and the
terrifying paranoia of his last, agonising, 54-inch-waisted years.
Part of the Penguin Monarchs series: short, fresh, expert accounts of England's rulers in a collectible format Queen Victoria
inherited the throne at 18 and went on to become the longest-reigning female monarch in history, in a time of intense industrial,
cultural, political, scientific and military change within the United Kingdom and great imperial expansion outside of it (she was
made Empress of India in 1876). Overturning the established picture of the dour old lady, this is a fresh and engaging portrait from
one of our most talented royal biographers. Jane Ridley is Professor of Modern History at Buckingham University, where she teaches
a course on biography. Her previous books include The Young Disraeli; a study of Edwin Lutyens, The Architect and his Wife, which
won the 2003 Duff Cooper Prize; and the best-selling Bertie: A Life of Edward VII. A Fellow of the Royal Society for Literature,
Ridley writes for the Spectator and other newspapers, and has appeared on radio and several television documentaries. She lives in
London and Scotland.
William II (1087-1100), or William Rufus, will always be most famous for his death: killed by an arrow while out hunting, perhaps
through accident or perhaps murder. But, as John Gillingham makes clear in this elegant book, as the son and successor to William
the Conqueror it was William Rufus who had to establish permanent Norman rule. A ruthless, irascible man, he frequently argued
acrimoniously with his older brother Robert over their father's inheritance - but he also handed out effective justice, leaving as his
legacy one of the most extraordinary of all medieval buildings, Westminster Hall.
The Later Years
Elizabeth II (Penguin Monarchs)
The Red King
The Life of Elizabeth I
Aethelred the Unready (Penguin Monarchs)
Henry VIII (Penguin Monarchs)
A Failed King?
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Perhaps the most influential sovereign England has ever known, Queen Elizabeth I
remained an extremely private person throughout her reign, keeping her own counsel and sharing secrets with no one--not
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even her closest, most trusted advisers. Now, in this brilliantly researched, fascinating new book, acclaimed biographer
Alison Weir shares provocative new interpretations and fresh insights on this enigmatic figure. Against a lavish backdrop of
pageantry and passion, intrigue and war, Weir dispels the myths surrounding Elizabeth I and examines the contradictions of
her character. Elizabeth I loved the Earl of Leicester, but did she conspire to murder his wife? She called herself the Virgin
Queen, but how chaste was she through dozens of liaisons? She never married—was her choice to remain single tied to the
chilling fate of her mother, Anne Boleyn? An enthralling epic that is also an amazingly intimate portrait, The Life of Elizabeth I
is a mesmerizing, stunning reading experience.
Glitteringly detailed and engagingly written, the magisterial Elizabeth I brings to vivid life the golden age of sixteenth-century
England and the uniquely fascinating monarch who presided over it. A woman of intellect and presence, Elizabeth was the
object of extravagant adoration by her contemporaries. She firmly believed in the divine providence of her sovereignty and
exercised supreme authority over the intrigue-laden Tudor court and Elizabethan England at large. Brilliant, mercurial,
seductive, and maddening, an inspiration to artists and adventurers and the subject of vicious speculation over her choice
not to marry, Elizabeth became the most powerful ruler of her time. Anne Somerset has immortalized her in this splendidly
illuminating account. BONUS MATERIAL: This ebook edition includes an excerpt from Anne Somerset's Queen Anne.
The New York Times bestseller from Margaret George—a captivating novel about history's most enthralling queen, the
legendary Elizabeth I. England’s greatest monarch has baffled and intrigued the world for centuries. But what was the Virgin
Queen really like? Lettice Knollys—Elizabeth's flame-haired, look-alike coussin—thinks she knows all too well. Elizabeth’s
rival for the love of Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester, and mother to the Earl of Essex, Lettice has been intertwined with
Elizabeth since childhood. This is a story of two women of fierce intellect and desire, one trying to protect her country and
throne, the other trying to regain power and position for her family. Their rivalry, and its ensuing drama, soon involves
everyone close to Elizabeth, from the famed courtiers who enriched the crown to the legendary poets and playwrights who
paid homage to it with their works. Filled with intimate portraits of the personalities who made the Elizabethan age
great—Shakespeare, Marlowe, Dudley, Raleigh, Drake—Elizabeth I provides an unforgettable glimpse of a woman who
considered herself married to her people. A queen who ruled as much from the heart as from the head.
“Helen Castor has an exhilarating narrative gift. . . . Readers will love this book, finding it wholly absorbing and rewarding.”
—Hilary Mantel, Booker Prize-winning author of Wolf Hall In the tradition of Antonia Fraser, David Starkey, and Alison Weir,
prize-winning historian Helen Castor delivers a compelling, eye-opening examination of women and power in England,
witnessed through the lives of six women who exercised power against all odds—and one who never got the chance.
Exploring the narratives of the Empress Matilda, Eleanor of Aquitaine, Isabella of France, Margaret of Anjou, and other “shePage 11/14
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wolves,” as well as that of the Nine Days' Queen, Lady Jane Grey, Castor invokes a magisterial discussion of how
much—and how little—has changed through the centuries.
"Superb.... A perceptive, suspenseful account." --The New York Times Book Review "Dunn demythologizes Elizabeth and
Mary. In humanizing their dynamic and shifting relationship, Dunn describes it as fueled by both rivalry and their natural
solidarity as women in an overwhelmingly masculine world." --Boston Herald The political and religious conflicts between
Queen Elizabeth I and the doomed Mary, Queen of Scots, have for centuries captured our imagination and inspired
memorable dramas played out on stage, screen, and in opera. But few books have brought to life more vividly the exquisite
texture of two women’s rivalry, spurred on by the ambitions and machinations of the forceful men who surrounded them. The
drama has terrific resonance even now as women continue to struggle in their bid for executive power. Against the backdrop
of sixteenth-century England, Scotland, and France, Dunn paints portraits of a pair of protagonists whose formidable
strengths were placed in relentless opposition. Protestant Elizabeth, the bastard daughter of Anne Boleyn, whose legitimacy
had to be vouchsafed by legal means, glowed with executive ability and a visionary energy as bright as her red hair. Mary,
the Catholic successor whom England’s rivals wished to see on the throne, was charming, feminine, and deeply persuasive.
That two such women, queens in their own right, should have been contemporaries and neighbours sets in motion a joint
biography of rare spark and page-turning power.
Victoria (Penguin Monarchs)
Elizabeth I (Penguin Monarchs)
Edward VI (Penguin Monarchs)
Elizabeth I and Her Circle
The Phoenix King
Who Is Queen Elizabeth II?
Elizabeth I
Part of the Penguin Monarchs series: short, fresh, expert accounts of England's rulers in a collectible format In the popular imagination, as in her portraits,
Elizabeth I is the image of monarchical power. The Virgin Queen ruled over a Golden Age: the Spanish Armada was defeated and England's enemies scattered;
English explorers reached almost to the ends of the earth; a new Church of England rose from the ashes of past conflict, and the English Renaissance bloomed in
the genius of Shakespeare, Spenser and Sidney. But the image is also armour. In this illuminating new account of Elizabeth's reign, Helen Castor shows how
England's iconic queen was shaped by profound and enduring insecurity-an insecurity which was both a matter of practical political reality and personal
psychology. From her precarious upbringing at the whim of a brutal, capricious father and her perilous accession after his death, to the religious division that
marred her state and the failure to marry that threatened her line, Elizabeth lived under constant threat. But, facing down her enemies with a compellingly
inscrutable public persona, the last and greatest of the Tudor monarchs would become a timeless, fearless queen.
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Edward VI, the only son of Henry VIII, became king at the age of nine and died wholly unexpectedly at the age of fifteen. All around him loomed powerful men
who hoped to use the child to further their own ends, but who were also playing a long game - assuming that Edward would long outlive them and become as
commanding a figure as his father had been. Stephen Alford's wonderful book gives full play to the murky, sinister nature of Edward's reign, but is also a poignant
account of a boy learning to rule, learning to enjoy his growing power and to come out of the shadows of the great aristocrats around him. England's last child
monarch, Edward would have led his country in a quite different direction to the catastrophic one caused by his death.
Henry III was a medieval king whose long reign continues to have a profound impact on us today. He was on the throne for 56 years and during this time England
was transformed from being the private play-thing of a French speaking dynasty into a medieval state in which the king answered for his actions to an English
parliament, which emerged during Henry's lifetime. Despite Henry's central importance for the birth of parliament and the development of a state recognisably
modern in many of its institutions, it is Henry's most vociferous opponent, Simon de Montfort, who is in many ways more famous than the monarch himself.
Henry is principally known today as the driving force behind the building of Westminster Abbey, but he deserves to be better understood for many reasons - as
Stephen Church's sparkling account makes clear. Part of the Penguin Monarchs series: short, fresh, expert accounts of England's rulers in a highly collectible
format
Written by Philip Ziegler, one of Britain's most celebrated biographers, George VI is part of the Penguin Monarchs series: short, fresh, expert accounts of
England's rulers in a collectible format If Ethelred was notoriously 'Unready' and Alfred 'Great', King George VI should bear the title of 'George the Dutiful'.
Throughout his life, George dedicated himself to the pursuit of what he thought he ought to be doing rather than what he wanted to do. Inarticulate and loathing
any sort of public appearances, he accepted that it was his destiny to figure conspicuously in the public eye, gritted his teeth, battled his crippling stammer and got
on with it. He was not born to be king, but he made an admirable one, and was the figurehead of the nation at the time of its greatest trial, the Second World War.
This is a brilliant, touching and sometimes funny book about this reluctant public figure, and the private man. Philip Ziegler is the author of the authorised
biographies of Mountbatten, Harold Wilson and Edward Heath. His other books include The Duchess of Dino, William IV, The Black Death and most recently
Olivier. Initially a diplomat, he worked for many years in book publishing before becoming a full-time writer.
Henry VI
Henry III (Penguin Monarchs)
Cousins, Rivals, Queens
Queen, Matriarch, Empress
The Last Boy King
Athelstan (Penguin Monarchs)
Elizabeth the Queen

In September 2015 Queen Elizabeth II becomes Britain's longest-reigning monarch. During her
long lifetime Britain and the world have changed beyond recognition, yet throughout she has
stood steadfast as a lasting emblem of stability, continuity and public service. Historian and
senior politician Douglas Hurd has seen the Queen at close quarters, as Home Secretary and
then on overseas expeditions as Foreign Secretary. Here he considers the life and role of
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Britain's most greatly admired monarch, who, inheriting a deep sense of duty from her father
George VI, has weathered national and family crises, seen the end of an Empire and heard
voices raised in favour of the break-up of the United Kingdom. Hurd creates an arresting
portrait of a woman deeply conservative by nature yet possessing a ready acceptance of
modern life and the awareness that, for things to stay the same, they must change. With a
preface by HRH Prince William, Duke of Cambridge
William III and Mary II
The Dutiful King
She-Wolves
Henry VII (Penguin Monarchs)
The Father of His People
Elizabeth and Mary
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