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An Elephant In The Garden Michael Morpurgo
A stunning paperback collection of classic Morpurgo novels set in World War I, World
War II and the Afghanistan conflict.
A boy provides instructions as he searches high and low for an elephant, which the reader
can find in the illustrations.
Lost in a dark, strange forest, his father captured and his mother murdered, young Robin
is rescued by a motley crew of misfits--the Outcasts. Among them he finds Marion, his
most constant friend and the love of his life. As the courageous band of warriors grows
ever stronger--joined by the jovial Friar Tuck and the mighty Little John--Robin seeks to
unite them all to bring relief and justice to the poor and to punish the evil Sheriff of
Nottingham. In collaboration with the celebrated illustrator Michael Foreman, whose art
soars from the page, Michael Morpurgo's retelling of the classic story combines
contemporary relevance with dramatic excitement from beginning to end.
From the New York Times bestselling author of Counting by 7s comes a heartfelt story
about "the importance of compassion and bravery when facing life’s challenges”
(Kirkus) for fans of The One and Only Ivan and Front Desk. It's been almost a year since
Sila's mother traveled halfway around the world to Turkey, hoping to secure the
immigration paperwork that would allow her to return to her family in the United States.
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The long separation is almost impossible for Sila to withstand. But things change when
Sila accompanies her father (who is a mechanic) outside their Oregon town to fix a truck.
There, behind an enormous stone wall, she meets a grandfatherly man who only months
before won the state lottery. Their new alliance leads to the rescue of a circus elephant
named Veda, and then to a friendship with an unusual boy named Mateo, proving that
comfort and hope come in the most unlikely of places. A moving story of family
separation and the importance of the connection between animals and humans, this novel
has the enormous heart and uplifting humor that readers have come to expect from the
beloved author of Counting by 7s. “I couldn’t stop reading—I had to find out what would
happen. An unusual and lovely real-life fairy tale.” —Linda Sue Park, New York Times
Bestselling author of A Long Walk to Water “A gorgeous and emotional novel. I loved
every page.” —Cynthia Kadohata, Newbery Medal-winning author of Kira-Kira
The Elephant in the Universe
A Childrens Book for Grief and Loss
Uncle Elephant
The Cowboy and His Elephant
Ellison the Elephant
An Elephant in the GardenBloomsbury Publishing
Describes how special elephants are in the village of Tha Kleng in Thailand and
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looks at the life of one particular young elephant named Wan Pen.
'Imaginative, adventurous and wonderful' Robin Stevens, author of A Murder
Most Unladylike series 'The Unmapped Chronicles series is irresistible' Lauren St
John, author of The White Giraffe 'Abi Elphinstone has created a complete world
so believably and effortlessly, I can only marvel' Piers Torday, author of The Last
Wild Trilogy 'Brimming with enchantment and adventure' Catherine Doyle, author
of The Storm Keeper's Island ‘Abi Elphinstone is proving to be a worthy
successor to CS Lewis’ The Times Where the map ends, the adventure begins .
. . The stunning prequel to Abi Elphinstone's mesmerising The Unmapped
Chronicles series. Perfect for fans of Michelle Harrison, Piers Torday and Emma
Carroll. It is midnight in Crackledawn – a midnight full of magic. Sea dragons stir
in the depths of the ocean, silver whales surface beneath the moon and sand
goblins line the shores. Everyone is waiting for the phoenix, the guardian of the
kingdom’s magic, to rise up from the forests of Everdark. But there is no sign of
the phoenix tonight. Something else surges up out of Everdark instead: a harpy
bent on stealing Crackledawn’s magic. It is up to an eleven-year-old girl called
Smudge and a grumpy monkey called Bartholomew to set sail beyond the
legendary Northswirl and stop the harpy before it’s too late. So, grab your
compass and roll down your sail – the first adventure in THE UNMAPPED
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CHRONICLES is about to begin . . . Also by Abi Elphinstone: The Dreamsnatcher
The Shadow Keeper The Night Spinner Sky Song Rumblestar Jungledrop (out 1
October 2020!)
An Elephant in the Garden is Simon Reade’s new adaptation of Michael
Morpurgo’s best-selling children’s novel. 1945. Dresden, Germany. Lizzie, her
mother – and an elephant from the zoo, flee the Allied fire-bombing in the endgame of the Second World War. Escaping the Allies’ advance from the West –
and also the advancing Russian armies from the East – this extraordinary trio of
refugees meet: a downed RAF officer, cowering in a barn; a homeless school
choir on the run and their Countess saviour, harbouring them from the Nazis; and
the mechanised American cavalry, appearing over the horizon. It is Lizzie’s story
– but Marlene, the elephant, is the heroine. Plodding, obdurate, opportunistic,
loadbearing, indestructible, cheering – Marlene embodies the stubbornness of
the human will and how it will do everything to survive.
I Am Elephant
The Elephant of Belfast
The Elephant in the Room
Chad and the Elephant Engine
Life in the Garden of Captives
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"Pomelo looks about and discovers twelve colors in all their nuance. He
encounters the infinite white of falling snow, the hypnotizing red of love,
and the shadowy blue of the unknown."-When young pickpocket Danny accidentally buys an elephant at an
auction, he finds himself swept up on an unforgettable adventure.
Offered a job by a zookeeper, all he has to do is ride Maharajah from
Edinburgh to Manchester in one week. Everyone in the country is
watching, even the Queen, but the journey soon proves to be filled with
drama and danger. A rival zookeeper will stop at nothing to make sure
they fail, and soon Danny's shady connections from his past threaten to
overturn the mission... Can Danny win the trust and friendship of the
elephant and guide him home? Can the two of them stick together
through the odds and win the day?
In the late 1980s, a female baby elephant was born into a herd that lived
on the plains of southern Africa. Her mother has carried her for two
years, and normally she would have nursed her for five more. But the
close-knit family of wild elephants was to face a predator for which it was
no match--humans. In a "cull," her family was slaughtered in a few
moments. Only the newborn female's life was spared. Terrified and
bewildered the young elephant was transported to America to be sold.
There she met the person who was to change her life forever. Bob Norris
is a cowboy with an enormous empathy for animals that overwhelms his
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other emotions. He was raised with a pet bear and as a boy decided to
become a real cowboy. He saw his dream come true in Colorado on one of
the larger horse-and-cattle ranches in America. Handsome as a movie
star, he became the Marlboro Man and appeared on TV and on billboards
around the world. But with the passing of years, and with his own family
grown up, he felt the need for something that he could not name. When
she came into his life by happenstance, the hurt, vulnerable little
elephant tapped the fullness of Bob's empathy, and an incredible bond
between the most unlikely of friends was forged. Bob adopted the baby
orphan elephant--named Amy--and patiently set about helping her
recover from the trauma of her ordeal. He had never seen a real African
elephant up close, except in zoos. He was a horseman and breeder of
champion quarter horses. But through close observation, gentle training,
humor, and endless perseverance, Bob gradually coaxed Amy into
overcoming her mistrust of humans, and indeed, her fear of the world.
The little elephant became a "hand" on Bob's ranch, tending to simple
chores, riding the fences, and shadowing Bob on his horse. She
developed a winning personality, and a strong character, and became a
beloved member of the Norris family and partner to the ranch hands. But
Bob knew from the start that the ultimate goal was for Amy to regain her
confidence and her independence - even, if it were possible, to go back to
the savannahs of Africa. This is the true story of how Amy and Bob came
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together. No one who reads The Cowboy and His Elephant can fail to be
moved by such a simple tale of unlikely love.
Devastated to learn that an orphan elephant in the Dresden zoo where
their mother works is to be euthanized in anticipation of an upcoming
bombing, Lizzie and Karl persuade the zoo director to let them keep the
elephant in their garden.
Our Hundred-Year Search for Dark Matter
The Girl Who Looked Beyond The Stars
Silence and Denial in Everyday Life
Pomelo Begins to Grow
Once Upon an Elephant

Animals big and small introduce pre-schoolers to basic math concepts. With
the help of the colorful animals in this book, even the youngest child will be
able to grasp the idea of ratio and relative size. The opening illustration
shows an elephant, followed by a simple phrase "1 polar bear is smaller than
an elephant." An illustration of an elephant , rather than the word,
challenges young children to recall the name of the animal. Then, on the
facing page, an illustration shows how many polar bears would make up one
elephant. It's seven! Subsequent spreads build on this concept--turn the
page and readers will discover how many lions make a polar bear, and so on.
The animals become progressively smaller, until the last comparison
Page 7/23

Read Book An Elephant In The Garden Michael Morpurgo
between a lemur and flea. But the book doesn't end there. Children learn
that there is one animal that is bigger than them all: a whale, and that it
takes all the animals in the book to make just one. Preschoolers will enjoy
this fresh approach that teaches them the names of animals as well as the
concept of relative size.
How did this happen? One minute our house felt so clean, tidy, and safe--and
then suddenly, a giant elephant arrives and starts wrecking everything! He's
smashing the walls! He's trampling the garden! He's breaking our piggy
bank! He won't let some of our friends into the bathroom and he's forcing
others to stand outside the front door! He's polluting our drinking water!
He's stinking up the air! He's destroying everything! Help!!! There's an
Elephant in My House! is a cathartic children's book for Democrats and other
politically minded adults who are angry about the state of our country and
want to do something about it.
Unable to make the normal trumpet blast, little Ellison gets teased by the
other elephants, until his imaginary friend Weasel helps him find his own
unique voice; includes a read-along disc.
A poignant middle grade animal story from talented author Linda Oatman
High that will appeal to fans of Katherine Applegate’s The One and Only
Ivan. In this heartwarming novel, a girl and an elephant face the same
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devastating loss—and slowly realize that they share the same powerful love.
Twelve-year-old Lily Pruitt loves her grandparents, but she doesn’t love the
circus—and the circus is their life. She’s perfectly happy to stay with her
father, away from her neglectful mother and her grandfather’s beloved
elephant, Queenie Grace. Then Grandpa Bill dies, and both Lily and Queenie
Grace are devastated. When Lily travels to Florida for the funeral, she keeps
her distance from the elephant. But the two are mourning the same
man—and form a bond born of loss. And when Queenie Grace faces danger,
Lily must come up with a plan to help save her friend.
Help!!! There's an Elephant in My House!
Michael Morpurgo Collection
A Novel
The Story of a Remarkable Friendship
How Big Is an Elephant?
The fable of the Emperor's New Clothes is a classic example of a
conspiracy of silence, a situation where everyone refuses to
acknowledge an obvious truth. But the denial of social
realities--whether incest, alcoholism, corruption, or even genocideis no fairy tale. In The Elephant in the Room, Eviatar Zerubavel
sheds new light on the social and political underpinnings of silence
and denial-the keeping of "open secrets." The author shows that
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conspiracies of silence exist at every level of society, ranging from
small groups to large corporations, from personal friendships to
politics. Zerubavel shows how such conspiracies evolve, illuminating
the social pressures that cause people to deny what is right before
their eyes. We see how each conspirator's denial is symbiotically
complemented by the others', and we learn that silence is usually
more intense when there are more people conspiring-and especially
when there are significant power differences among them. He concludes
by showing that the longer we ignore "elephants," the larger they
loom in our minds, as each avoidance triggers an even greater spiral
of denial. Drawing on examples from newspapers and comedy shows to
novels, children's stories, and film, the book travels back and forth
across different levels of social life, and from everyday moments to
large-scale historical events. At its core, The Elephant in the Room
helps us understand why we ignore truths that are known to all of us.
It's okay to talk about it! It doesn't matter if you are rich, poor,
black, white, young or old, everyone deals with challenges at various
stages of the human experience. Our stories highlight journeys of
strength and grace in enlightening, impactful, and inspiring ways.
The compelling stories of 15 successful and heroic women who disclose
their heart-wrenching experiences are intended to tear down barriers
of guilt, shame, or fear by sharing details of how they overcame a
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myriad of obstacles. The Elephant in the Room will not only help
women who are facing similar situations, but will motivate anyone who
is struggling with a personal challenge. These stories will inspire
readers with triumphant messages of encouragement throughout the
pages of this book. This collaborative project was created to promote
self-awareness and self-determination through candid depictions of
individuals walking in their purpose toward healing. Readers seeking
clarity and guidance while navigating through challenging times will
be encouraged after reading The Elephant in the Room.
Another sweet, classic bedtime tale from Arnold Lobel, the beloved
author and illustrator of the Newbery Honor and Caldecott Honor awardwinning Frog and Toad books. While his mother and father are away, a
little elephant goes to visit his uncle. And what a time they have!
Uncle Elephant makes wishes come true, tells amazing stories, and
trumpets the dawn. The visit is perfect, except for one thing—it ends
much too soon. This Level Two I Can Read is geared toward kids who
read on their own but still need a little help. The classic Frog and
Toad stories by Arnold Lobel have won numerous awards and honors,
including a Newbery Honor, a Caldecott Honor, ALA Notable Children’s
Book, Fanfare Honor List (Horn Book), School Library Journal Best
Children’s Book, and Library of Congress Children’s Book.
"This story is a captivating blend of science fiction, fantasy, and
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mystery. For 11-13-year-old readers that enjoy books such as A
Wrinkle In Time.""What am I?"Sheena Meyer is the girl that brings an
extra sandwich to school each day just in case someone doesn't have
lunch. She's also the girl that questions and investigates
everything, driving her parents and teachers nuts. She spends most
days waiting for some grand event to happen and change her life. But
this isn't what she had in mind. The Murk is coming for her because
of a gift she doesn't know she has.Nine years ago an angel appeared
in front of select kids all over the world. In Michigan, it appeared
in a willow tree in front of a four-year-old little girl. She's the
only child that saw it, the one with the gift. Sheena is now thirteen
and has since forgotten what she saw. But things change when her
father is in a terrible accident, and she witnesses a supernatural
being save him."I saw what you did. Come back!" An elderly man, the
arrival of a peculiar new kid at school, and mysterious text messages
will change everything Sheena has ever believed in, sweeping her out
of a humdrum, teenage existence, and setting in motion what one
little girl's destiny can mean to the world.
What the Herd Taught Me About Love, Courage and Survival
Times of War Collection
Modoc
Robin of Sherwood
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Real Stories from Heroic Women

"This story, told by a master teller of such things, does more than take you inside the
cages, fences, and walls of a zoo. It takes you inside the human heart, and an
elephant's, and a primate's, and on and on. Tom French did in this book what he
always does. He took real life and wrote it down for us, with eloquence and feeling and
aching detail." -Rick Bragg, Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and bestselling author "An
insightful and detailed look at the complex life of a zoo and its denizens, both animal
and human." -Yann Martel, author of Life of Pi and Beatrice and Virgil Welcome to the
savage and surprising world of Zoo Story, an unprecedented account of the secret life
of a zoo and its inhabitants. Based on six years of research, the book follows a handful
of unforgettable characters at Tampa's Lowry Park Zoo: an alpha chimp with a
weakness for blondes, a ferocious tiger who revels in Obsession perfume, and a
brilliant but tyrannical CEO known as El Diablo Blanco. The sweeping narrative takes
the reader from the African savannah to the forests of Panama and deep into the inner
workings of a place some describe as a sanctuary and others condemn as a prison.
Zoo Story shows us how these remarkable individuals live, how some die, and what
their experiences reveal about the human desire to both exalt and control nature.
Jasmine s garden has the most delicious fruit in the village but someone is eating all
her beautiful apples, apricots, kiwis, and kumquats. Determined to catch the thief,
Jasmine waits . . . and waits. Little does she imagine that when he arrives, he ll lead her
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on a magical journey through the skies. Award-winning artist Jane Ray has created a
vibrant, stunningly illustrated tale of greed, set in India."
Inspired by true events, this vivid and moving story of a young woman zookeeper and
the elephant she's compelled to protect through the German blitz of Belfast during WWll
speaks to not only the tragedy of the times, but also to the ongoing sectarian tensions
that still exist in Northern Ireland today̶perfect for readers of historical and literary
fiction alike. Belfast, October 1940. Twenty-year-old zookeeper Hettie Quin arrives at
the city docks in time to meet her new charge: an orphaned three-year-old Indian
elephant named Violet. As Violet adjusts to her new solitary life in captivity and Hettie
mourns the recent loss of her sister and the abandonment of her father, new storm
clouds gather. A world war rages, threatening a city already reeling from escalating
tensions between British Loyalists and those fighting for a free and unified Ireland. The
relative peace is shattered by air-raid sirens on the evening of Easter Tuesday 1941.
Over the course of the next five hours, hundreds of bombs rain down upon Belfast,
claiming almost a thousand lives and decimating the city. Dodging the debris and
carnage of the Luftwaffe attack, Hettie runs to the zoo to make sure that Violet is
unharmed. The harrowing ordeal and ensuing aftermath set the pair on a surprising
path that highlights the indelible, singular bond that often brings mankind and animals
together during horrifying times. Inspired by a largely forgotten chapter of World War II,
S. Kirk Walsh deftly renders the changing relationship between Hettie and Violet, and
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their growing dependence on each other for survival and solace. The Elephant of
Belfast is a complicated and beguiling portrait of hope and resilience--and how love can
sustain us during the darkest moments of our lives.
Author of War Horse, and bestselling storyteller Michael Morpurgo touched our hearts
with this beautiful story of a boy, his lost dog, and the lengths he would go to be
reunited. This timely story of battle-scarred Afghanistan delivers a masterful portrait of
war, love, and friendship. With the horrors of war bearing down on them, Aman and his
mother are barely surviving in an Afghan cave, and staying there any longer will end
horribly. The only comfort Aman has is Shadow, the loyal spaniel that shows up from
places unknown, it seems, just when Aman needs him most. Aman, his mother, and
Shadow finally leave the destroyed cave in hopes of escaping to England, but are held
at a checkpoint, and Shadow runs away after being shot at by the police. Aman and his
mother escape--without Shadow. Aman is heart-broken. Just as they are getting settled
as free citizens in England, they are imprisoned in a camp with locked doors and a
barbed wire fence. Their only hope is Aman's classmate Matt, his grandpa, and the
dream of finding his lost dog. After all, you never lose your shadow.
Eating the Elephant
An Elephant in the Backyard
Twist of Gold
The Elephant's Garden
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How to Find an Elephant
A biography of the Scottish missionary and runner who won a gold medal in the
1924 Olympics and went on to do missionary work in China.
From stopping wildfires to planting seeds, one animal is the true superhero that
keeps the African savanna in balance. Elephants dig to find salt for animals to
lick, their deep footprints collect water for everyone to drink, and they eat young
trees to keep the forest from overtaking the grasslands. In every season, the
elephants are there to protect the savanna and its residents – but what would
happen if the elephants were only “once upon a time”? Read along to discover
the important role this keystone species plays in the savanna and explore what
would happen if the elephants vanished.
A jealous magician shrinks Cato, the circus elephant, to the size of a mouse with
a spell which can only be broken by an act of kindness.
An award-winning science journalist details the quest to isolate and understand
dark matter--and shows how that search has helped us to understand the
universe we inhabit. When you train a telescope on outer space, you can see
luminous galaxies, nebulae, stars, and planets. But if you add all that together, it
constitutes only 15 percent of the matter in the universe. Despite decades of
research, the nature of the remaining 85 percent is unknown. We call it dark
matter. In The Elephant in the Universe, Govert Schilling explores the fascinating
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history of the search for dark matter. Evidence for its existence comes from a
wealth of astronomical observations. Theories and computer simulations of the
evolution of the universe are also suggestive: they can be reconciled with
astronomical measurements only if dark matter is a dominant component of
nature. Physicists have devised huge, sensitive instruments to search for dark
matter, which may be unlike anything else in the cosmos--some unknown
elementary particle. Yet so far dark matter has escaped every experiment. Indeed,
dark matter is so elusive that some scientists are beginning to suspect there
might be something wrong with our theories about gravity or with the current
paradigms of cosmology. Schilling interviews both believers and heretics and
paints a colorful picture of the history and current status of dark matter research,
with astronomers and physicists alike trying to make sense of theory and
observation. Taking a holistic view of dark matter as a problem, an opportunity,
and an example of science in action, The Elephant in the Universe is a vivid tale
of scientists puzzling their way toward the true nature of the universe.
Everdark
One Amazing Elephant
An Elephant in My Kitchen
An Elephant in the Garden
With only the mythical luck of a golden torc, the necklace of
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their ancestors, to protect them, Sean and Annie O'Brien leave
famine-stricken Ireland to search for their father in a strange
land called America.
"Elephants, with their matriarchal societies, long memories, and
demonstrations of emotional connections, are some of the world's
most treasured animals. However, they are also among the most
threatened. It is up to humans to protect them before it is too
late"-A boy acrobat with the circus longs to be an elephant boy.
Bored with her little brother Pog's childish games, Dindy
decides that she's finally grown-up enough for a real adventure.
While her mother is sleeping and the servants are busy, she
takes Pog deep into the tea gardens, a place they are never
supposed to go alone. Terrified by wild animals and snubbed by
the local children, Dindy starts to realize how little she
really knows about India, even though it's the only place she's
ever called home. But little does she know her life is about to
be turned upside down when her mother is taken ill and her
father tells her they are leaving India, for good. Dindy and the
Elephant by Elizabeth Laird is a wonderful portrait of a young
Page 18/23

Read Book An Elephant In The Garden Michael Morpurgo
British child coming to terms with leaving her beloved childhood
home, while at the same time realizing that many of the things
she has been raised to believe are wrong.
Eric Liddell
The Elephant Thief
Shadow
Something Greater Than Gold
On Angel Wings
"Once I started this incomparable story, I couldn't put it down, and I
cannot get it out of my mind—nor will I ever. The message of what can
be accomplished by training through affection and joy will thrill all
animal lovers." —Betty White A captivating true story of loyalty,
friendship, and high adventure that spans several decades and three
continents, Modoc is one of the most remarkable true stories ever
told, perfect for fans of The Zookeeper's Wife or Water for Elephants.
Raised together in a small German circus town, a boy and an elephant
formed a bond that would last their entire lives, and would be tested
time and again: through a near-fatal shipwreck in the Indian Ocean, an
apprenticeship with the legendary Mahout elephant trainers in the
Indian teak forests, and their eventual rise to circus stardom in
1940s New York City. As the African Sun-Times put it, Modoc is
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"heartwarming. . . probably the greatest love story ever told."
The Elephant in the Room is a children's storybook with whimsical
illustrations and rhyming verses of positive strategies for coping
with grief and loss. The gender-neutral elephant character
demonstrates the potential emotions that children may experience when
faced with any type of loss such as death of a pet or a relative, a
friend moving away, foster care, hospitalization, etc. This book can
serve to initiate a discussion or to provide unconscious messages of
love, power, and healing. The practical and realistic coping
strategies are developmentally appropriate for young children in early
childhood and are based in best practices according to research in
children's literature and social-emotional development. It is
recommended that the book be read daily, as needed, during traumatic
events and that the adult wait patiently for the child to initiate a
discussion. It is anticipated that The Elephant in the Room will serve
as a transitional object for children experiencing grief and loss and
that it will help them navigate their unique and individual journey
towards healing, concurrently or in the years ahead. This book is a
must-have for teachers, grief counselors, healthcare practitioners,
therapists, social workers, and librarians. Additionally, it can serve
as an important resource for families during difficult events.
When the shepherds are invited to follow the star to visit the Christ
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child, a young boy is left behind to watch the flock until the Angel
Gabriel returns for him so that he can be the first to witness a true
Christmas miracle.
THE INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER "Malby-Anthony offers a book of great
inspiration and wide appeal to nature-loving readers." —Publishers
Weekly A heart-warming sequel to the international bestseller The
Elephant Whisperer, by Lawrence Anthony's wife Françoise MalbyAnthony. A chic Parisienne, Françoise never expected to find herself
living on a South African game reserve. But then she fell in love with
conservationist Lawrence Anthony and everything changed. After
Lawrence’s death, Françoise faced the daunting responsibility of
running Thula Thula without him. Poachers attacked their rhinos, their
security team wouldn’t take orders from a woman and the authorities
were threatening to cull their beloved elephant family. On top of
that, the herd’s feisty new matriarch Frankie didn’t like her. In this
heart-warming and moving book, Françoise describes how she fought to
protect the herd and to make her dream of building a wildlife rescue
center a reality. She found herself caring for a lost baby elephant
who turned up at her house, and offering refuge to traumatized
orphaned rhinos, and a hippo called Charlie who was scared of water.
As she learned to trust herself, she discovered she’d had Frankie
wrong all along. Filled with extraordinary animals and the humans who
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dedicate their lives to saving them, An Elephant in My Kitchen is a
captivating and gripping read.
Elephant in the Kitchen
One Fat Man's Quest to Get Smaller in a Growing America
True Story of the Greatest Elephant That Ever Lived
Pomelo Explores Color
Dindy and the Elephant

ONE OF NPR’S BEST BOOKS OF 2019 A “warm and funny and
honest…genuinely unputdownable” (Curtis Sittenfeld) memoir chronicling
what it’s like to live in today’s world as a fat man, from acclaimed journalist
Tommy Tomlinson, who, as he neared the age of fifty, weighed 460 pounds
and decided he had to change his life. When he was almost fifty years old,
Tommy Tomlinson weighed an astonishing—and dangerous—460 pounds, at
risk for heart disease, diabetes, and stroke, unable to climb a flight of stairs
without having to catch his breath, or travel on an airplane without buying
two seats. Raised in a family that loved food, he had been aware of the
problem for years, seeing doctors and trying diets from the time he was a
preteen. But nothing worked, and every time he tried to make a change, it
didn’t go the way he planned—in fact, he wasn’t sure that he really wanted
to change. In The Elephant in the Room, Tomlinson chronicles his lifelong
battle with weight in a voice that combines the urgency of Roxane Gay’s
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Hunger with the intimacy of Rick Bragg’s All Over but the Shoutin’. He also
hits the road to meet other members of the plus-sized tribe in an attempt to
understand how, as a nation, we got to this point. From buying a Fitbit and
setting exercise goals to contemplating the Heart Attack Grill in Las Vegas,
America’s “capital of food porn,” and modifying his own diet, Tomlinson
brings us along on a candid and sometimes brutal look at the everyday
experience of being constantly aware of your size. Over the course of the
book, he confronts these issues head-on and chronicles the practical steps
he has to take to lose weight by the end. “What could have been a wallow in
memoir self-pity is raised to art by Tomlinson’s wit and prose” (Rolling
Stone). Affecting and searingly honest, The Elephant in the Room is an
“inspirational” (The New York Times) memoir that will resonate with
anyone who has grappled with addiction, shame, or self-consciousness.
“Add this to your reading list ASAP” (Charlotte Magazine).
When his favorite dandelion looks surprisingly small, Pomelo the garden
elephant discovers that he is growing and then wonders about the
mysterious process called growth.
Zoo Story
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