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Closed Sicilian
The Sicilian Defense is the most popular chess opening at every level of
tournament play. Here, a multinational line-up of leading experts gives
recommendations against their own pet lines in the Sicilian Defense. The authors
are all either Grandmasters or International Masters, and readers now have a
complete guide to playing with White against the Sicilian.
Confront the Sicilian on Your Own Terms! In 1982, the late Ken Smith’s publishing
house Chess Digest published the first edition of Andy Soltis’ small monograph
Beating the Sicilian, The Chameleon Variation. It was well received and a second
edition came out in 1990. It proposed a very flexible way for White to handle the
Sicilian Defense using the move order 1.e4, 2.Nc3 and 3.Nge2. It kept most of
White’s options open and allowed White to lure Black into unfamiliar territory. The
Sicilian jungle is vast. Unless you have a massive amount of time on your hands,
it is an exhausting task to keep a sharp opening repertoire together against
Black’s numerous possibilities. It does not mean that it is impossible, nor does it
mean that you shouldn’t do it. But for the average player with an average amount
of time available for chess studies, it is important to pick the right battles. This is
where our weapon, the Chameleon Sicilian, comes in handy. Would you be
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interested in possibly tricking Black into playing something he would otherwise not
be inclined to play? That’s where the Chameleon is useful! Aside from its
flexibility, the greatest strength of this opening is that it is so relatively unexplored.
For some of the sub-variations, the author has used most of the master games
that could find; for other lines, only the most relevant games. In any case, there
are plenty of opportunities to explore further and find ideas of your own. This is
fertile ground and your seeds could well sprout to become new branches of
theory. The journey of the Chameleon continues in this thorough, comprehensive
update by well-known author Carsten Hansen.
The Closed Sicilian is an ideal weapon for players who wish for an aggressive
way to attack the Sicilian. This book takes a different look at this famous opening.
The early moves and ideas are introduced and care is taken to explain the
reasoning behind them.
Grandmaster Repertoire is a new series of high quality chess books based on the
main lines, written by strong grandmasters. The aim is to provide the reader with a
complete opening repertoire at a level good enough for elite tournaments, and
certainly also for the club championship. Lubomir Ftacnik is a renowned opening
analyst with great experience and expertise in the Sicilian Defense. In this book he
reveals his secrets to provide a complete repertoire for Black against 1.e4 with
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1...c5. The meat of the repertoire is the Sicilian Najdorf the perennial favourite of
those who want to attack with Black. It is no coincidence that Fischer, Kasparov
and Anand have all relied on the Najdorf. Naturally, Whites less critical tries are
also covered, such as the 2.c3, 2.Nf3 d6 3.Bb5+, and the Closed Sicilian. A sharp
yet sound complete repertoire Critical lines explained by an expert Hundreds of
novelties Busts many recommended lines
The Queen's Gambit Declined: Move by Move
Combating 2 C3, the Closed, the Morra Gambit and Other Tricky Ideas
My First Chess Opening Repertoire for White
Fighting the Anti-Sicilians
Starting Out: Closed Sicilian
476 Instructive Chess Positions
The Sicilian Kan is one of the most flexible and easy-to-play variations
of the entire Sicilian complex. In contrast to opening monsters such as
the infamous Dragon and Najdorf Variations, Black players are not
forced to memorize massive chunks of opening theory. Success in the
Sicilian Kan is more dependent on understanding certain principles
and a system of development. Another point in its favor is that even
more experienced White players are often flummoxed by Black¿s
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elastic approach. Recently the Kan has received a seal of approval
from the highest places, with both Kasparov and Kramnik employing it
in the last couple of years. In this book, Grandmaster John Emms
considers both the popular main lines and the tricky sidelines of the
Sicilian Kan. Using illustrative games, Emms guides the reader
through the positional and tactical intricacies of this modern opening.
*Written by a leading openings expert *Includes games from world
class grandmasters *An ideal weapon at all levels
Chess Explained is a new series of books about chess openings. They
are not theoretical works in the traditional sense, but more a series of
lessons from a chess expert with extensive over-the-board experience
with an opening. You will gain an understanding of the opening and
the middlegames to which it leads, enabling you to find the right
moves and plans in your own games. It is as if you were sitting at the
board with a chess coach answering your questions about the plans for
both sides, the ideas behind particular moves, and what specific
knowledge you need to have. The Classical Sicilian is one of the most
popular and respected systems of the Sicilian, and has been used
frequently by players such as Anand, Kramnik and Shirov. Black
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develops his pieces more quickly than in many Sicilian systems, and
intricate piece-play often results. The Classical Sicilian arises after the
moves 1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 d6 3 d4 cxd4 4 Nxd4 Nf6 5 Nc3 Nc6. White's most
popular and critical response is the Richter-Rauzer Attack, and recent
years have seen a diversification in the plans for both sides in this
perennially popular line. Against White's alternatives to the Rauzer,
Yermolinsky covers lines that retain the independent significance of
the Classical move-order, such as 6 Bc4 Qb6 - a line in which he is a
leading specialist.
Chess Explained is a new series of books about chess openings. They
are not theoretical works in the traditional sense, but more a series of
lessons from a chess expert with extensive over-the-board experience
with an opening. You will gain an understanding of the opening and
the middlegames to which it leads, enabling you to find the right
moves and plans in your own games. It is as if you were sitting at the
board with a chess coach answering your questions about the plans for
both sides, the ideas behind particular moves, and what specific
knowledge you need to have. The c3 Sicilian is one of White's most
popular and poisonous ways to avoid the main lines of the Sicilian.
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With the forcing line 1 e4 c5 2 c3, White denies his opponent the
chance to demonstrate his preparation in some chaotic system;
instead Black will have to fight carefully for equality in a more rational
position of White's choosing. There are plenty of tricks and traps in
the c3 Sicilian, and the open piece-play that often results can lead to
quick attacks and means that careless play will rarely go unpunished.
Opening expert Tony Rotella presents a Sicilian repertoire for Black,
the backbone of which consists of the Kalashnikov Variation.
Chess Explained
Fighting 1e4 With the Kalashnikov
Sicilian Kan
Behind Closed Doors
An Anti-Sicilian Repertoire for White
Confronting the Sicilian on Your Own Terms
Ten stories of impoverished Sicilian women in the early 20th century—“honed,
polished, devastatingly direct . . . verismo at its unsentimental best” (Kirkus
Reviews). The Sicilian writer Maria Messina’s captivating and brutal stories of
the women of her home island are presented in a “lyrical and immediate”
English translation by Elise Magistro (Publishers Weekly). Messina, who died in
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1944, was the foremost female practitioner of verismo—the Italian literary
realism pioneered by fellow Sicilian Giovanni Verga. Published between 1908
and 1928, Messina’s fiction represents the massive Sicilian immigration to
America occurring at that time. The individuals in these stories are caught
between the traditions they respect and a desire to move beyond them.
Women are shuttered in their houses, virtual servants to their families, left
behind while working men immigrate to the United States in fortune-seeking
droves. A cultural album that captures the lives of peasant, working-class, and
middle-class women, “Messina’s words will leave their mark. Their power
makes them impossible to forget” (The Philadelphia Inquirer).
Generally recognized as the world's greatest expert on the c3 Sicilian, Russian
grandmaster Evgeny Sveshnikov has written the definitive book on this
fascinating opening. Sveshnikov covers all lines of the c3 (or Alapin) Sicilian
and explains the history, the basic ideas and the latest developments from
recent grandmaster practice. With hundreds of games, accessibly explained,
and many exercises. A special and attractive feature is a listing of ?opening
catastrophes? in the c3 Sicilian. A magnificent, up-to-date, clear-headed and
well-structured book.
Most chess opening books are either too detailed or too shallow. Chess
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Opening Essentials has exactly the right balance and is an accessible primer
and a reference book at the same time. It gives a flavour of how every opening
works and explains the similarities with other openings, as well as the
differences. In addition, it also points at the various middlegame plans that
apply after the opening has ended. Beginning and improving chess players
should get this powerful book before they buy ANY other chess opening book!
*Helps beginners to develop a solid understanding of fundamental opening
ideas *Gives casual players the ability to choose the opening that suits their
style and taste *A tool for club players to test and review their opening
repertoire *A reference book to which advanced players keep returning The
authors do not propagate forcing tactical variations to be memorized
mechanically, but explain what you should actually be trying to achieve when
playing the opening of your choice. They include the main alternative
responses and give clear indications for further study. * Comprehensive: covers
all main variations likely to arise * Easy-to-use: important moves and key
positions are highlighted in colour * Long-lasting: it doesn’t outdate because it
is about basics – not the latest fashions * Complete: explains the plans and
counterplans for both Black and White * Down-to-earth: simple, verbal
introductions (not a database dump full of dead trees) * Convenient: every
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opening is illustrated with a number of instructive games
This series provides an ideal platform to study chess openings. By continually
challenging the reader to answer probing questions throughout the book, the
Move by Move format greatly encourages the learning and practising of vital
skills just as much as the traditional assimilation of opening knowledge.
Carefully selected questions and answers are designed to keep you actively
involved and allow you to monitor your progress as you learn. This is an
excellent way to study any chess opening and at the same time improve your
general chess skills and knowledge. The Sicilian Dragon is a famous chess
opening and is popular with players of all levels. The main lines often lead to
ultra-sharp positions in which both players attack their opponent’s king.
Seemingly inconsequential mistakes may punished severely, and a good
knowledge of the theory and strategies is absolutely vital for success. In this
book, FIDE Master Carsten Hansen invites you to join him in studying the
Sicilian Dragon and its many variations. Using illustrative games, he explains
the main positional and tactical ideas for both sides, provides answers to all
the key questions and tells you everything you need to know about
successfully playing the Sicilian Dragon. Essential guidance and training in the
Sicilian DragonImportant ideas absorbed by continued practiceUtilizes an ideal
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approach to chess study
The Complete C3 Sicilian
The Sicilian Defence
The Alapin Variation by Its Greatest Expert
Mastering the Chess Openings
Starting Out
A Turn-key Package for Ambitious Beginners
In the Closed Sicilian an awareness of the strategies and plans is far more
important than the simple memorising of variations. White's play is logical and
the basic ideas are simple to master.
This series provides an ideal platform to study chess openings. By continually
challenging the reader to answer probing questions throughout the book, the
Move by Move format greatly encourages the learning and practising of vital
skills just as much as the traditional assimilation of opening knowledge.
Carefully selected questions and answers are designed to keep you actively
involved and allow you to monitor your progress as you learn. This is an
excellent way to study any chess opening and at the same time improve your
general chess skills and knowledge. Anyone who plays the Sicilian Defence as
Black must be prepared to meet a whole host of options for White known as the
Anti-Sicilians. These includes popular choices such as the c3-Sicilian, the Grand
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Prix Attack, the Closed Sicilian, the King’s Indian Attack and all Bb5 lines, as
well as numerous gambits and tricky sidelines which can be very difficult to meet
for the unwary player. In this book, International Master Cyrus Lakdawala
examines the Anti-Sicilian lines and provides repertoire options for Black against
all of them. Using illustrative games, he explains the positional and tactical ideas
for both sides, highlights important move-order issues and provides answers to
all the key questions. This book tells you everything you need to know about
facing the Anti-Sicilians with Black. Essential guidance and training in AntiSiciliansUtilizes an ideal approach to chess studyProvides a repertoire for Black
Here is a collection of 476 puzzles taken from the first 20 moves of Closed
Sicilian chess miniatures of tournament, correspondence and internet games.
Each puzzle represents a tactic or stratagem nearly unique to this opening. A
diagram marks the point of the critical position in the game. The remainder of the
game along with variant solutions is found at the end of the book. The Closed
Sicilian is a robust opening with 40 per cent of these puzzles containing a
sacrifice (including about a dozen with double sacrifices). There are 130 mates
puzzles as well. This is a collection sure to surprise even the sage veteran of the
opening.
The King’s Indian is a hugely popular opening at all levels of chess. Rather than
attempting to secure early equality, Black is fighting for the initiative from the
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very first moves. White is allowed to build up an early central advantage but
Black relies on the middlegame, hoping that the central installations that White
has constructed will become unwieldy and vulnerable to a devastating
counterattack. In many variations, White pursues material or strategic gains but
in return Black has tactical and attacking opportunities. The King’s Indian
Defence appeals to players who arrive at the board prepared for a fight. The Move
by Move series provides an ideal format for the keen chessplayer to improve
their game. While reading you are continually challenged to answer probing
questions – a method that greatly encourages the learning and practising of vital
skills just as much as the traditional assimilation of chess knowledge. Carefully
selected questions and answers are designed to keep you actively involved and
allow you to monitor your progress as you learn. This is an excellent way to
study chess while providing the best possible chance to retain what has been
learnt. * Everything you need to know about the King’s Indian Defence. * The Q
and A approach emphasizes plans and strategies. * Written by an expert on the
opening.
Experts Vs. the Sicilian
The Killer Sicilian
The Chameleon Variation
100 Selected Games
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Unlocking the Mysteries of the Modern Chess Openings
The C3 Sicilian

The Sicilian Defence is the most combative way to meet 1.e4, but Black s hopes of
reaching his favourite Dragon, Najdorf or Sveshnikov are often quashed at an early
stage. In Beating the Anti-Sicilians, grandmaster Vassilios Kotronias provides full
coverage against White s many attempts to steer the game away from Open Sicilian
territory. Beginning with sidelines on move 2, the author provides expert
recommendations against all White s sensible deviations as well as some not-sosensible ones!"
The Closed Sicilian has always been a great favorite with chess club and tournament
players. Here, Grand Master Daniel King explains the strategy and tactics of this
dynamic opening variation, using model games for both sides to illustrate the
important ideas. Armed with this book, readers will have everything they need to
know to play the opening with either White or Black.
Rattle your opponents from the get-go! How do you change the Sicilian Defense in
your favor? The Sicilian Defense (1.e4 c5) contains countless variations and subvariations that have been discussed in detail at all levels of play for many years.
Even "small" specialized systems have been covered in exhaustive detail in book
after book. That is why this book is unique, The Carlsen Variation, which arises
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after 1.e4 c5 2.Nc3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Qxd4, has never previously been covered in detail
before. The variation was uncorked by World Champion Magnus Carlsen in 2018
and has since been played by several other top grandmasters such as Fabiano
Caruana, Hikaru Nakamura, and several others. Yet despite this attention, the
theory of the variation is largely unexplored and this book aims to set this
discrepancy straight. Main lines are established and carefully analyzed with
hundreds of new ideas and improvements suggested along the way. For the reader,
this book is an excellent resource to get the opponent out of their opponent's "book"
into our book. Time to have some fun in the Sicilian - enjoy!
Presents information on the ideas and strategies for chess openings.
The Carlsen Variation - A New Anti-Sicilian
Sveshnikov vs the Anti-Sicilians
Sicilian Grand Prix Attack
Anti-Sicilians - A Guide for Black
How to Beat the Sicilian Defence
The Classical Sicilian
Chess strategies for playing the White or Black side of the Sicilian Defense
The Sicilian is far and away the most popular chess opening, and many players prefer
to side-step the Open Sicilian with one of the Anti-Sicilian systems at White's disposal.
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This book equips Black to fight against all these lines. The Anti-Sicilian systems
include: positionally motivated lines such as the 2 c3 Sicilian and the 3 Bb5 systems;
slow but tricky attacking lines including the Closed Sicilian and the King's Indian Attack;
aggressive but loosening ideas like the Grand Prix Attack and a variety of gambits. In
the most critical variations, Rogozenko provides a choice between a solid and an
aggressive option. He caters for those who meet 2 Nf3 with the three main moves,
2...d6, 2...e6 and 2...Nc6.
Starting Out: Sicilian Grand Prix Attack is a further addition to Everyman's best-selling
Starting Out series, which has been acclaimed for its original approach to tackling
chess openings. International Master Gawain Jones revisits the fundamentals of this
opening, elaborating on the crucial early moves and ideas for both sides in a way that is
often neglected in other texts.
The Queen’s Gambit Declined is one of the central pillars of chess opening theory.
Virtually every world champion has played the opening with both the white and black
pieces and it is a great favorite at all levels in chess. The reason for its enduring
popularity is that it is rich in the classic strategic themes. Either side can end up with an
isolated d-pawn, White can pursue a queenside initiative while Black counters on the
other wing or White can attempt to build a powerful centre that Black hopes to
undermine. The Move by Move series provides an ideal format for the keen
chessplayer to improve their game. While reading you are continually challenged to
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answer probing questions – a method that greatly encourages the learning and
practising of vital skills just as much as the traditional assimilation of chess knowledge.
Carefully selected questions and answers are designed to keep you actively involved
and allow you to monitor your progress as you learn. This is an excellent way to study
chess while providing the best possible chance to retain what has been learnt. *
Everything you need to know about the Queen’s Gambit Declined . * The Q and A
approach emphasizes plans and strategies. * Written by an expert on the opening.
Mastering the Sicilian
The Closed Sicilian
Attacking 101: Volume #003
The Ultimate Closed Sicilian
The Ideas & Plans Behind ALL Chess Openings, The Complete 1. e4

One of the most popular openings at club level, the Closed Sicilian was
also a favourite of two World Champions, Vasilly Smyslov and Boris
Spassky. Not only does it offer White some dangerous attacking chances, it
avoids the dreaded main lines that require countless hours of study.
The Closed SicilianEveryman Chess
“Chuky, you’re a genius.” Leading grandmasters have been heard to
whisper these words, impressed with yet another brilliancy of Vassily
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Ivanchuk. The Ukrainian wizard, immensely popular with pros and
amateurs alike, has been a member of the world elite for more than twenty
years and is one of the most active players on the international circuit.
Ivanchuk has finished first in all major tournaments in the world, at times
with astonishing supremacy and always with deeply creative chess. He has
won the Junior World Championship, the Blitz World Championship and
reached the number two spot in the world rankings. Four times he was a
member of the team that won the Chess Olympiad, once also claiming the
individual gold medal on first board. The question why Ivanchuk, with his
phenomenal talent and uncompromising passion for the game, has never
become World Champion is something of a mystery. The inability to handle
stress has been suggested and he himself has pointed at periods of ‘black
moods’ or ‘psychological crises’. Still, despite occasional erratic results,
he has always maintained his position among the very best. For this book
Correspondence Grandmaster and chess author Nikolay Kalinichenko has
selected 100 of Vassily Ivanchuk’s best and most instructive games,
explaining his moves and plans for club players. The result is a fascinating
and rewarding journey to ‘Planet Ivanchuk’, the extraterrestrial location
where the sphinx from Lvov is said to receive his best brainwaves.
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Every chess player needs to decide which openings he is going to play. But
where do you start? The risk of drowning in the turbulent sea of opening
theory is only too real for beginning amateurs. Often your goals and
ambitions will be misguided. If you are trying to win in 20 moves, copy
what’s in fashion among top-GM’s or memorize variations, you are
wasting your time. Most likely you will never get to play your ‘preparation’
and end up aimlessly switching from one opening to the other. Experienced
French chess trainer Vincent Moret provides a complete, ready-to-go chess
opening repertoire for White with a sound set of lines that do not outdate
rapidly, do not require memorization and are easy to digest for beginners
and post-beginners. To show the typical plans and the underlying ideas in
the various lines of his repertoire, Moret not only selected games of
grandmasters. He mainly uses games of young, improving players to
highlight the errors they tend to make. With many exercises to test your
understanding of the ideas behind the repertoire.
Chess Opening Essentials
A Repertoire for Black
How to Play the Sicilian Defense
Her Father's House and Other Stories of Sicily
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Winning with the Sicilian Defense
The Sicilian

This book is the first to deal thoroughly with the Closed Sicilian and is intended to
appeal to both club and tournament players. Each variation is explained with the help of
a complete, annotated game illustrating the important strategies for both sides. The
book offers a fresh position from as early as the second move, and should help players
to combat the Sicilian.
In this book Richard Palliser decides it s time for Black players to finally fight back
against the Anti-Sicilians! Drawing upon his vast experience and understanding of AntiSicilians, Palliser devises a compact and practical repertoire for Sicilian players against
each of White s many alternatives. Using examples from modern play, he examines
tactical and positional ideas for both White and Black, and pays special attention to
tricky move orders which are very much in the armoury of contemporary
Grandmasters."
This is an updated and largely expanded edition of the highly acclaimed Starting Out:
The Sicilian. John Emms goes back to basics, studying the fundamental principles of
the Sicilian and its many variations.
The Sicilian Defence is Black’s most popular reply to 1.e4. Most black players hope to
get an Open Sicilian because of its unbalanced play and interesting opportunities to
play for a win. But what if White avoids the Open Sicilian and does not play 2.Nf3? This
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happens more often than you would think, as in roughly one third of the cases White
players opt for one of the numerous ‘Anti-Sicilian’ lines at their disposal. These AntiSicilians vary from primitive and obscure to wild and aggressive to respected but
tedious. But they have one thing in common: they are all dragging Black into territory
where he doesn’t want to be, and where it is easy to get ambushed. Evgeny
Sveshnikov offers help. The Russian grandmaster, who is one of the most respected
chess opening experts in the world, presents practical and effective recipes against a
broad range of annoying variations: 2.a3?, 2.Na3?!, 2.b4?!, 2.b3, 2.Nc3, 2.d3 and many
others. Black players will learn how to fight back and throw a spanner in the works
when White tries to spoil their game.
Taimanov System
Najdorf Variation
The Sicilian Defense
Beating the Anti-Sicilians
Vassily Ivanchuk
Winning with the Closed Sicilian
Most books on the Sicilian Defense give thousands of moves and variations the reader
is expected to memorize. Here instead Professor Danny Kopec teaches the principles
of Structure.
The Sicilian Defence is by far the most popular chess opening. If you play 1 e4 as
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White, on average you are likely to meet the Sicilian in virtually every other game! You
need to be prepared to face the Sicilian at all times, and a ready-to-use repertoire
against it is an indispensible weapon. In this book, Gawain Jones confronts the
challenge of meeting the Sicilian head on. He has constructed a comprehensive AntiSicilian repertoire for White, which is based on lines he has successfully employed at
grandmaster level. These are sound, reliable options for White, but don t be fooled ‒
they also contain more than a drop of poison. Variations covered include the popular
King s Indian Attack, various Bb5 systems and weapons against Black s offbeat
tries. A Grandmaster s repertoire against the Sicilian Packed with new ideas and
critical analysis Highlights key tactical and positional ideas
The King's Indian Defence: Move by Move
Sicilian Defence
Anti-Sicilians: Move by Move
Move by Move
The Sicilian Dragon: Move by Move
Closed Sicilian B23-26
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