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Corruption And Decentralized Public Governance
Is decentralisation good for development? This book explains when the
answer is 'Yes', and when it is 'No'. It shows how decentralisation
can be designed to drive development forward, and focuses attention on
the institutional incentives that can strengthen democracy, boost
economies, and improve public sector performance. It also analyses the
political motives behind decentralisation, and how these shape the
institutions that result.Thisbook brings together academics working at
the research frontier of decentralization with policymakers who have
implemented reform at the highest levels of government and
international organizations. Itmarries policymakers' detailed
knowledge of real reform processes with academics' analytical rigor.
This synthesis naturally shifts the analysis towards deeper questions
of decentralization, stability and the strength of the state, (Part
1); designing decentralization: Taxes, Transfers and Expenditures
(Part 2); and decentralization and local service provision (Part 3),
with evidence from four decades of reform across developing and
developed countries.
Accountability is the cornerstone of good governance. Unless public
officials can be held to account, then critical benefits associated
with good governance, such as social justice, poverty reduction and
development remain elusive. The impacts of non-responsive and
unaccountable governance are perhaps most harshly felt by the citizens
of Africa, where corruption and governance failures are broadly
acknowledged as a principal obstacle to the achievement Over the past
decade, a range of social accountability practices such as
participatory budgeting, independent budget analysis, participatory
monitoring of public expenditure and citizen evaluation of public
services have been experimented with in many Africa countries. Their
outcomes and lessons have, thus far, received little attend and
documentation. This volume aims to make a contribution towards filling
this gap by describing and analyzing a selection of social
accountability initiatives from seven Sub-Saharan countries.
Providing a comprehensive framework for a sustainable governance
model, and how to leverage it in competing global markets, Governance,
Risk, and Compliance Handbook presents a readable overview to the
political, regulatory, technical, process, and people considerations
in complying with an ever more demanding regulatory environment and
achievement of good corporate governance. Offering an international
overview, this book features contributions from sixty-four industry
experts from fifteen countries.
While public administration practice and education in general has
become considerably professionalized in the last decade, existing
knowledge on public administration in Southeast Asia is fragmented at
best, and often devoid of a useful reference. While journal articles
and government reports provide decentralized information, Public
Administration in Southeast Asia: Thailand, Philippines, Malaysia,
Hong Kong and Macao takes a comprehensive and comparative look at the
major components of administration systems. The selection of countries
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and regions included reflects the diversity of Southeast Asia.
Organized by Country The handbook fills a critical need by bringing
together leading scholars who provide an insider perspective and
viewpoint on essential and advanced issues. Divided into five
sections, each dedicated to a particular country, the text outlines
topics relevant to modern public administration, including: History
and Political Context of Public Administration Decentralization and
Local Governance Public Ethics and Corruption Performance Management
Reforms Civil Service System Focusing on recent developments in public
administration in these countries which are among the fastest growing
economies in the world, the book explores their practices and
innovative approaches in public administration. For many years people
have been fascinated by the cultures, peoples, and governments of
Southeast Asia, and now they have a book that discusses the apparatus
of government in Southeast Asia – their agencies, contexts, processes,
and values.
Political Elites and Decentralization Reforms in the Post-Socialist
Balkans
Corruption and Decentralized Public Governance
Is Decentralization Good for Development?
Implementing Decentralized Local Governance
Decentralization and the Provision of Public Services
Anti-corruption Policies and Programs

The trend toward greater decentralization of governance activities, now accepted as
commonplace in the West, has become a worldwide movement. This international
development—largely a product of globalization and democratization—is clearly one of the key
factors reshaping economic, political, and social conditions throughout the world. Rather than
the top-down, centralized decisionmaking that characterized communist economies and Third
World dictatorships in the twentieth century, today's world demands flexibility, adaptability, and
the autonomy to bring those qualities to bear. In this thought-provoking book, the first in a new
series on Innovations in Governance, experts in government and public management trace the
evolution and performance of decentralization concepts, from the transfer of authority within
government to the sharing of power, authority, and responsibilities among broader governance
institutions. This movement is not limited to national government—it also affects subnational
governments, NGOs, private corporations, and even civil associations. The contributors assess
the emerging concepts of decentralization (e.g., devolution, empowerment, capacity building,
and democratic governance). They detail the factors driving the movement, including political
changes such as the fall of the Iron Curtain and the ascendance of democracy; economic factors
such as globalization and outsourcing; and technological advances (e.g. increased information
technology and electronic commerce). Their analysis covers many different contexts and
regions. For example, William Ascher of Claremont McKenna College chronicles how
decentralization concepts are playing out in natural resources policy, while Kadmeil Wekwete
(United Nations) outlines the specific challenges to decentralizing governance in sub-Saharan
Africa. In each case, contributors explore the objectives of a decentralizing strategy as well as
the benefits and difficulties that will likely result.
The papers in Governance, Decentralization and Reform in China, India and Russia, which
were presented at a ZEF conference in May 1999, deal with three critical aspects of governance
in China, India, and Russia: political reforms at the local level; fiscal reforms in
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intergovernmental relations; and legal reforms. The volume collects contributions from 24
outstanding economists, political scientists and legal specialists including Vito Tanzi, Daniel
Treisman, Pranab Bardham, Jean Drèze, Katharina Pistor and Kathryn Hendley. Distorted
economic and political incentive structures, capture of the state by powerful élites and
inoperative legal systems are factors that have greatly complicated the political economy of
reform in these three large countries with heterogeneous populations. Addressing these political
and institutional issues is essential to designing good policies. One particular goal of this
volume is to bring together new analytical insights and empirical evidence on governance, a
new and growing field of research. The volume is divided into three parts: fiscal federalism;
decentralization and provision of local public goods; and legal reforms. Part I discusses the role
of incentives in fiscal federalism. The papers analyze the effects of different revenue-sharing
mechanisms between different levels of government, in particular the effects on regional growth
and inequality and the incentives that local politicians may have to provide public goods
depending on fiscal arrangements with the central government. In adapting their governance
structures, all three countries have been striving for increased decentralization. But the
theoretical literature suggests that, in a decentralized setting, second-best solutions must
prevail: it is not possible to ensure incentive compatibility simultaneously with optimal
allocation of resources and a balanced budget in providing public goods. Part II discusses
taxation and public expenditure management both as a political and as a budgetary process.
Two questions which the papers address are: Does participation of stakeholders and
accountability of public authorities improve economic and social outcomes? Does better
governance in the provision of basic goods such as health care and education improve equity?
While decentralization is often seen as a way to improve the quality of public services, rulebased governance is viewed as a safeguard against the arbitrariness of public officials and
weaknesses in law enforcement. The five papers in Part III focus on the rule of law; the role of
the judicial system in establishing a rule-based economy; and the effectiveness of legal
institutions during the transition from socialism to a market economy. They present overviews of
current legal reform issues in the three countries and discuss various conceptual approaches to
addressing legal reform issues.
In Corruption in Latin America the reader is presented with an alternative starting point for
understanding corruption in this key region. The author asserts that corruption is a stable and
rational social and organizational mechanism. Seen through this lens, we can begin to
understand why it persists, and how to implement strategies to control corruption effectively.
Beginning with an in-depth, nuanced examination of the concept of corruption, the author
establishes the theoretical basis for viewing corruption as a social construct. An analysis of the
experiences of four countries in the region – Argentina, Brazil, Guatemala and Mexico –
provides the reader with concrete data from which they can understand how and why these
behaviors are reproduced, validated, and tolerated in everyday settings between governments
and citizens, governments and firms, and firms and clients. Once we see corruption as the
socially sanctioned norm for getting business done, we can begin to produce and propose
effective solutions to reduce corruption in Latin America by designing and implementing
instruments that transform this dynamic. This rigorous and original approach will challenge the
reader’s assumptions about corruption, and will appeal to students of corporate governance,
international business, public management, and business ethics.
This volume provides comprehensive coverage of fiscal federalism by some of the leading
scholars in the field. . . This Handbook is an excellent addition to the present discourse on the
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role of the state in fiscal matters. This reviewer would recommend this book as a required text
for a graduate or senior class on public finance or economic development. Researchers in
economic development, public finance, and fiscal policy likewise would find this volume useful.
Highly recommended. Upper-division undergraduate through professional collections. J.
Raman, Choice This major Handbook addresses fiscal relations between different levels of
government under the general rubric of fiscal federalism , providing a review of the latest
literature as well as an invaluable guide for practitioners and policy makers seeking informed
policy options. The contributors include leading lights in the field, many of whom have
themselves made seminal contributions to the literature. Comprehensive and wide in coverage,
the issues covered range from federal systems to other forms of intergovernmental relations,
such as supra-national constructs namely, the European Union unitary states, regional systems,
and more decentralized operations, including community level organizations. The political
economy approach emphasizes the importance of institutional arrangements, including the
legal, political and administrative aspects, and information flows to ensure that there are
appropriate incentives and sanctions to generate good governance. This Handbook also devotes
attention to emerging issues, such as environmental protection, the sharing of natural resources
among levels of government, corruption and the impact of federalism and decentralization on
national unity. It will be a vital reference tool for the area for many years to come.
Academic Research and the Future of Donor Programming
Policy, Performance and Management in Governance and Intergovernmental Relations
Decentralized Governance and Accountability
The Challenge of Local Government Size
A Treacherous Road with Potholes, Detours, and Road Closures
From Gaps to Solutions
This book chronicles the anti-corruption reforms in public services in Georgia since the Rose Revolution
in late 2003. Through a series of case studies, the book draws out the how of these reforms and distills
the key success factors.
Reviews recent lessons about decentralized governance and implications for future development
programs and policies.
Performance based oversight and accountability can serve as an important antidote to government
corruption, inefficiency, and waste. This volume provides an analytical framework and operational
approaches needed for the implementation of results-based accountability. The volume makes a major
contribution to the literature on public management and evaluation. Major subject areas covered in this
book include: performance based accountability, e-government, network solutions to performance
measurement and improvement; institutions of accountability in governance; legal and institutional
framework to hold government to account; fighting corruption; external accountability; ensuring
integrity of revenue administration; the role of supreme audit institutions on detecting fraud and
corruption; and the role of parliamentary budget offices and public accounts committees.
Bolivia decentralized in an effort to deepen democracy, improve public services, and make government
more accountable. Unlike many countries, Bolivia succeeded. Over the past generation, public
investment shifted dramatically toward primary services and resource distribution became far more
equitable, partly due to the creation of new local governments. Many municipalities responded to
decentralization with transparent, accountable government, yet others suffered ineptitude, corruption, or
both. Why? Jean-Paul Faguet combines broad econometric data with deep qualitative evidence to
investigate the social underpinnings of governance. He shows how the interaction of civic groups and
business interests determines the quality of local decision making. In order to understand
decentralization, Faguet argues, we must understand governance from the ground up. Drawing on his
findings, he offers an evaluation of the potential benefits of decentralization and recommendations for
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structuring successful reform.
Fighting Corruption in Public Services
OECD Multi-level Governance Studies Investing Together Working Effectively across Levels of
Government
Fiscal Decentralization and Local Finance in Developing Countries
Comparative Perspectives
The Politics of Decentralized Governance in Post-Suharto Indonesia
Governance and Performance in Public and Non-Profit Organizations

Public investment, and particularly infrastructure investment, is important for
sustainable economic growth and development as well as public service provision.
However, it is also vulnerable to capture and corruption.
Local budgeting serves important functions that include setting priorities, planning,
financial control over inputs, management of operations and accountability to citizens.
These objectives give rise to technical and policy issues that require open discussion
and debate. The format of the budget document can facilitate this debate. This book
provides a comprehensive treatment of all aspects of local budgeting needed to
develop sound fiscal administration at the local level. Topics covered include fiscal
administration, forecasting, fiscal discipline, fiscal transparency, integrity of revenue
administration, budget formats, and processes including performance budgeting, and
capital budgeting.
Across the globe, more powers are being devolved to local and regional levels of
government. This book provides an innovative analysis of such decentralisation in
transition states in the Balkans. Using new and rich data, it shows how political elites
use decentralisation strategically to ensure their access to state resources.
In a largely corruption-free environment, anti-corruption agencies, ethics offices, and
ombudsmen strengthen the standards of accountability. In countries with endemic
corruption, however, the same institutions function in form but not in substance; under a
best case scenario such institutions might be helpful, but the more likely outcome is that
they help to preserve social justice.
Public Administration in Southeast Asia
Working Effectively across Levels of Government
Lessons from Social Accountability Initiatives in Africa
Governance from Below in Bolivia
Local Budgeting
Rethinking Decentralization in Developing Countries
Indonesia over the past two decades has embarked on a process of
decentralization as part of a broader process of democratization,
which followed earlier periods of centralized governance and
authoritarian rule across the archipelago. The purpose of this book
is to begin to explore the connections between governance and
sustainable society in a wide variety of policy fields in Indonesia,
and how reforming governance structures may contribute to
societal benefits and the creation of a long-term sustainable
society. This book bridges important theoretical debates related to
governance and sustainable society and provides empirical research
from Indonesia in important policy areas related to this debate. By
placing research in different policy areas in a single volume, the
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link to the broader concepts of governance, decentralization, and
societal outcomes is strengthened. The book builds on the recent
interest that has focused on Indonesia and the continued
development of democracy in the country. The chapters in the book
show a rich variety of decentralized governance arrangements and
capacity building at the local level in particular. Central standards
(for example for social sustainability, anti-corruption arrangements,
or for dealing with direct foreign investment), combined with local
innovation (for example for municipal coordination of primary
health care or metropolitan transport), are key to Indonesia as a
country in a continuing process of transformation. We identify three
key trends in the on-going process of decentralization and
governance in Indonesia. First, we find that formal governance, the
relation between the national and local government, is
characterized by a system of ‘variable geometry multi-level
governance’ depending on the policy area. The challenge ahead is
strengthening accountability mechanisms to assure national
standards while preserving and encouraging local innovation.
Secondly, informal governance mechanisms are evolving to move
from ‘hierarchical to network’ forms of governance. Here the
challenge is to insure democratic input by citizens and civil society
organizations. Finally, we identify a trend toward ‘shared value
creation and sustainable cooperation.’ Indonesia is beginning to
move from a rather singular policy focus on economic growth to a
more complex and developing notion of policymaking for inclusive
growth and the creation of a sustainable society for present and
future generations. Here the challenge is sound implementation
and to increase the effectiveness of governance mechanisms. There
is also a noted diffusion of goals, to focus beyond the Jakarta
metropolitan area to smaller regional cities, as urbanization
continues and rural areas are changing. This book will be of interest
for use in advanced undergraduate and graduate courses related to
Southeast Asia in the fields of international relations, political
science, public administration, economics, law, sociology, educa
tion, public health, and the spatial sciences. It will also be of
interest to policymakers and government officials at the national
and local level in Southeast Asia and middle-income developing
countries, officials and policymakers in institutions of regional
governance such as the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), and of global governance such as the United Nations and
World Bank. It will also be of interest to civil society organizations
and other actors focused on policy development and economic
development, health, education, the environment, sustainable
transport, etc. The book will also be of interest to business people
interested in economic and governance issues, such as the
management and governance of in-bound foreign investment,
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inclusive growth, and corporate governance. Finally, the book
should be of interest to citizens in advanced, middle-income, and
developing countries motivated to learn more about the links
between governance and the creation of a sustainable society for
current and future generations.
In the efficient delivery of local public services, size matters. Many
countries around the world have vertical government structures
that are perceived as inefficient because of their high levels of
jurisdictional fragmentation. This timely volume examines the
different strategies used to address local government
fragmentation and their observed results and consequences. Expert
contributors in economics and political science offer a
comprehensive breakdown of the issue of local jurisdiction
fragmentation and provide recommendations for successful policy
reform. Topics discussed include economies of scale, the costs and
benefits of voluntary and forced amalgamation programs, the
correlation between government size and corruption, privatization,
and inter-municipal cooperation. A combination of theory and
empirical evidence provides depth and makes this book an
invaluable addition to the literature. Economists, public
administrators and political scientists will find much of interest in
this innovative volume, as will professors, students and
international institutions with an interest in local government
structure and reform.
Communities need a holistic approach to address the problems that
affect the people at the grass root. The planning of the direct
beneficiaries involves decentralization in order to allow the lower
power centers to widely take part in the development of society.
Concerns of the grass root people form the need for
decentralization and local governance. People’s involvement in the
planning on the village level and all local government units, makes
the identification and solving of the problem easier. High
participatory levels of all the people especially the marginalized,
encourages innovation to source for the appropriate solutions to
the common problems that face society. It therefore calls a
decentralized system that caters for the voters’ preferences while
providing for their services. The people’s concerns call for local
planning and the transfer of power to the public so that services are
brought nearer to the people. This study will cover the aspects of
local government and decentralization such as good governance,
democratization, civil society, deconcentration, devolution and
delegation, and its relation to the development of societies.
Despite the introduction of competitive elections and
decentralization, Indonesia's democracy has yet to realize its
promise of good government. Public reform efforts have been
paralyzed by national political controversies. Meanwhile, corruption
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and inefficiency remains a rampant problem across many of
Indonesia's decentralized polities. In this paper I advance three
interrelated arguments: First, that the coexistence of new
democratic rules and entrenched clientelistic structures has given
rise to elite-centered governance; second, that local government
leadership has had strong effects, for better or worse, on district
performance and probity; and third, that the quality of executive
leadership is influenced, not only by individual-level characteristics
of local mayors, but also by local 'topographies' of power - such as
the concentration of and the connectivity to socio-economic assets.
A Practical Guide to Cure and Prevention
Performance Accountability and Combating Corruption
Chronicling Georgia's Reforms
Emerging Concepts and Practices
Panacea Or Pandora's Box?
Decentralization and Governance in Indonesia
This paper examines the conceptual and empirical basis of
corruption and governance and concludes that decentralized local
governance is conducive to reduced corruption in the long run.
This is because localization helps to break the monopoly of
power at the national level by bringing decisionmaking closer to
people. Localization strengthens government accountability to
citizens by involving citizens in monitoring government
performance and demanding corrective actions. Localization as a
means to making government responsive and accountable to people
can help reduce corruption and improve service delivery. Efforts
to improve service delivery usually force the authorities to
address corruption and its causes. However, one must pay
attention to the institutional environment and the risk of local
capture by elites. In the institutional environments typical of
some developing countries, when in a geographical area, feudal
or industrial interests dominate and institutions of
participation and accountability are weak or ineffective and
political interference in local affairs is rampant, localization
may increase opportunities for corruption. This suggests a
pecking order of anticorruption policies and programs where the
rule of law and citizen empowerment should be the first priority
in any reform efforts. Localization in the absence of rule of
law may not prove to be a potent remedy for combating
corruption.
Contributors provide a fascinating account of how federal
countries are confronting the traditional challenges of
conflicts over division of fiscal powers while also coping with
emerging challenges of globalization and citizen empowerment
arising from the information revolution. They analyze how
relationships and roles in different orders of government are
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being reshaped and show how local solutions inspired by global
principles help strengthen government accountability and improve
the quality of life for citizens.
This project, based on the Public Expenditure and Financial
Accountability (PEFA) data set, researched how PEFA can be used
to shape policy development in public financial management (PFM)
and other major relevant policy areas such as anticorruption,
revenue mobilization, political economy analysis, and fragile
states. The report explores what shapes the PFM system in lowand middle-income countries by examining the relationship
between political institutions and the quality of the PFM
system. Although the report finds some evidence that multiple
political parties in control of the legislature is associated
with better PFM performance, the report finds the need to
further refine and test the theories on the relationship between
political institutions and PFM. The report addresses the
question of the outcomes of PFM systems, distinguishing between
fragile and nonfragile states. It finds that better PFM
performance is associated with more reliable budgets in terms of
expenditure composition in fragile states, but not aggregate
budget credibility. Moreover, in contrast to existing studies,
it finds no evidence that PFM quality matters for deficit and
debt ratios, irrespective of whether a country is fragile or
not. The report also explores the relationship between
perceptions of corruption and PFM performance. It finds strong
evidence of a relationship between better PFM performance and
improvements in perceptions of corruption. It also finds that
PFM reforms associated with better controls have a stronger
relationship with improvements in perceptions of corruption
compared to PFM reforms associated with more transparency. The
last chapter looks at the relationship between PEFA indicators
for revenue administration and domestic resource mobilization.
It focuses on the credible use of penalties for noncompliance as
a proxy for the type of political commitment required to improve
tax performance. The analysis shows that countries that credibly
enforce penalties for noncompliance collect more taxes on
average.
The trend towards multi-level and intergovernmental governance
arrangements has created a need for a new analytic language and
for new frameworks of analysis. It has changed the nature of
decision-making. This timely book combines perspective from
public policy, public management and public finance and provides
new insights into who governs the multi-level and
intergovernmental polity and how it is governed, making it an
essential addition to the literature. Steven Van de Walle,
Erasmus University Rotterdam, the Netherlands This innovative
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book presents a transatlantic comparison of governance and
Intergovernmental Relations (IGR) policy, performance and
management. By examining both analytical and empirical
differences and similarities between the European Union and the
United States, this comprehensive book provides a better
understanding of (inter) governmental systems, settings and
actors operating in the post New Public Management Era. The
expert contributors consider processes of policy formulation and
implementation from an intergovernmental point of view, examine
issues of performance and accountability that rise in IGR
settings and zoom in on the importance and implications of IGR
for welfare. Taken together, these insights provide an important
next step into the world of transatlantic research and
comparison. This timely book will appeal to academics and
researchers involved in IGR and Multi-Level Governance from the
US and Europe as well as post-graduate students in public
administration and public policy.
Decentralization and Local Governance in Developing Countries
Dangers of Decentralization
OECD Public Governance Reviews Integrity Framework for Public
Investment
Administrative Change
A Comparative Perspective
Localization and Corruption

"While public administration practice and education in general
has become considerably professionalized in the last decade,
existing knowledge on public administration in Southeast Asia
is fragmented at best, and often devoid of a useful reference.
While journal articles and government reports provide
decentralized information, Public Administration in Southeast
Asia: Thailand, Philippines, Malaysia, Hong Kong and Macao
takes a comprehensive and comparative look at the major
components of administration systems. The selection of
countries and regions included reflects the diversity of
Southeast Asia.Organized by Country The handbook fills a
critical need by bringing together leading scholars who provide
an insider perspective and viewpoint on essential and
advanced issues. Divided into five sections, each dedicated to
a particular country, the text outlines topics relevant to
modern public administration, including:History and Political
Context of Public AdministrationDecentralization and Local
Governance Public Ethics and Corruption Performance
Management Reforms Civil Service System Focusing on recent
developments in public administration in these countries which
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are among the fastest growing economies in the world, the
book explores their practices and innovative approaches in
public administration. For many years people have been
fascinated by the cultures, peoples, and governments of
Southeast Asia, and now they have a book that discusses the
apparatus of government in Southeast Asia - their agencies,
contexts, processes, and values."--Provided by publisher.
The subnational dimension of infrastructure has emerged as
one of the greatest challenges in contemporary public finance
policy and management. Ensuring the efficient provision of
infrastructure represents a challenge for all countries
irrespective of their level of centralization or decentralization.
This book proposes an innovative approach for the
strengthening of decentralized public investment and
infrastructure management. Decentralization and
Infrastructure in the Global Economy: From Gaps to Solutions
covers the most important aspects of infrastructure
investment in a decentralized setting. It discusses
infrastructure gaps and the quality of subnational spending;
how functional responsibilities, financing and equalization can
be designed; sector-specific arrangements in high expenditure
areas, such as health, education and roads; key steps of the
public investment cycle and management; and analyses the
political economy and corruption challenges that typically
accompany decentralized infrastructure projects. This book
challenges some of the well-accepted principles of
intergovernmental fiscal relations and will be useful to
researchers and practitioners of public finance policy and
management.
Studies in Public and Non-Profit Governance (SPNPG) publishes
in a growing area of governance research. SPNPG allows for
the establishment of an engaged community of researchers. It
contributes to the definition of the theoretical components
that assign an innovation role to governance systems in public
and non profit organizations.
In an effort to reduce poverty and improve nutrition, this Bank
operation assisted the Indian program Operation Flood to
develop the dairy industry in India. This study examines the
policy changes instituted to support the aid flow to the dairy
sector and discusses the lessons learned and benefits realized
through improved dairy production. It also presents
suggestions for improvement. This program differs from other
Bank efforts in that it focuses on a single commodity to
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alleviate poverty and raise living standards.
Perspectives from Academics and Policy Makers
Governance, Risk, and Compliance Handbook
Governance, Decentralization and Reform in China, India and
Russia
Demanding Good Governance
Technology, Finance, Environmental, and International
Guidance and Best Practices
Regional Patronage Networks in Serbia and Croatia
This book provides a new institutional economics perspective on alternative models of
local governance, offering a comprehensive view of local government organization and
finance in the developing world. The experiences of ten developing/transition
economies are reviewed to draw lessons of general interest in strengthening
responsive, responsible, and accountable local governance. The book is written in
simple user friendly language to facilitate a wider readership by policy makers and
practitioners in addition to students and scholars of public finance, economics and
politics.
This book draws on experiences in developing countries to bridge the gap between the
conventional textbook treatment of fiscal decentralization and the actual practice of
subnational government finance. The extensive literature about the theory and practice
is surveyed and longstanding problems and new questions are addressed. It focuses
on the key choices that must be made in decentralizing, on how economic and political
factors shape the choices that countries make, and on how, by paying more attention to
the need for a more comprehensive approach and the critical connections between
different components of decentralization reform, everyone involved might get more for
their money.
Over the past three decades the developing world has seen increasing devolution of
political and economic power to local governments. Decentralization is considered an
important element of participatory democracy and, along with privatization and
deregulation, represents a substantial reduction in the authority of national
governments over economic policy. The contributors to Decentralization and Local
Governance in Developing Countries examine this institutional transformation from
comparative and interdisciplinary perspectives, offering detailed case studies of
decentralization in eight countries: Bolivia, Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Pakistan,
South Africa, and Uganda. Some of these countries witnessed an unprecedented "big
bang" shift toward comprehensive political and economic decentralization: Bolivia in
1995 and Indonesia after the fall of Suharto in 1998. Brazil and India decentralized in
an uneven and more gradual manner. In some other countries (such as Pakistan),
devolution represented an instrument for consolidation of power of a nondemocratic
national government. In China, local governments were granted much economic but
little political power. South Africa made the transition from the undemocratic
decentralization of apartheid to decentralization under a democratic constitution. The
studies provide a comparative perspective on the political and economic context within
which decentralization took place, and how this shaped its design and possible impact.
Contributors Omar Azfar, Gianpaolo Baiocchi, Pranab Bardhan, Shubham Chaudhuri,
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Ali Cheema, Jean-Paul Faguet, Bert Hofman, Kai Kaiser, Philip E. Keefer, Asim Ijaz
Khwaja, Justin Yifu Lin, Mingxing Liu, Jeffrey Livingston, Patrick Meagher, Dilip
Mookherjee, Ambar Narayan, Adnan Qadir, Ran Tao, Tara Vishwanath, Martin
Wittenberg
Faguet identifies the factors that determine the outcomes of national decentralization on
the local level
Decentralization and Popular Democracy
Corrupt Cities
Democracy in Progress - Or Oligarchy in Disguise?
Local Governance in Developing Countries
Corruption in Latin America
The Practice of Fiscal Federalism

Almost two-thirds of public investment is undertaken by sub-national
governments and major projects often involve multiple government levels.
This report dissects the relationships different government actors form
vertically, across levels, and horizontally, across both sectors and
jurisdictions
Much of the devastation caused by the recent earthquake in Turkey was the
result of widespread corruption between the construction industry and
government officials. Corruption is part of everyday public life and we tend
to take it for granted. However, preventing corruption helps to raise city
revenues, improve service delivery, stimulate public confidence and
participation, and win elections. This book is designed to help citizens and
public officials diagnose, investigate and prevent various kinds of corrupt
and illicit behaviour. It focuses on systematic corruption rather than the
free-lance activity of a few law-breakers, and emphasises practical
preventive measures rather than purely punitive or moralistic campaigns.
Theoretical Perspectives, International Experience and Policy Reform
Thailand, Philippines, Malaysia, Hong Kong, and Macao
Decentralizing Governance
Decentralization and Infrastructure in the Global Economy
A Framework for Evaluation
Decentralisation, Local Governance and Development: An Aspect of
Development
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