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SHORTLISTED FOR THE BAILLIE GIFFORD PRIZE 2017 'An eye-opening, well-written and very timely book' Yuval Noah Harari 'The
best sort of book for our disordered days: timely, urgent and illuminating' Pankaj Mishra 'It strikes a blow...for common humanity' Sunday
Times The Muslim world has often been accused of a failure to modernise and adapt. Yet in this sweeping narrative and provocative retelling of
modern history, Christopher de Bellaigue charts the forgotten story of the Islamic Enlightenment – the social movements, reforms and
revolutions that transfigured the Middle East from the early nineteenth century to the present day. Modern ideals and practices were embraced
across the region, including the adoption of modern medicine, the emergence of women from purdah and the development of democracy. The
Islamic Enlightenment looks behind the sensationalist headlines in order to foster a genuine understanding of Islam and its relationship to the
West. It is essential reading for anyone engaged in the state of the world today.
In much of the Muslim world, religion is the central foundation upon which family, community, morality, and identity are built. The
inextricable embedment of religion in Muslim culture has forced a new generation of non-believing Muslims to face the heavy costs of
abandoning their parents’ religion: disowned by their families, marginalized from their communities, imprisoned, or even sentenced to death by
their governments. Struggling to reconcile the Muslim society he was living in as a scientist and physician and the religion he was being raised
in, Ali A. Rizvi eventually loses his faith. Discovering that he is not alone, he moves to North America and promises to use his new freedom of
speech to represent the voices that are usually quashed before reaching the mainstream media—the Atheist Muslim. In The Atheist Muslim, we
follow Rizvi as he finds himself caught between two narrative voices he cannot relate to: extreme Islam and anti-Muslim bigotry in a post-9/11
world. The Atheist Muslim recounts the journey that allows Rizvi to criticize Islam—as one should be able to criticize any set of ideas—without
demonizing his entire people. Emotionally and intellectually compelling, his personal story outlines the challenges of modern Islam and the
factors that could help lead it toward a substantive, progressive reformation.
The explosion of a jetliner over India triggers an Apocalyptic battle that sweeps across the subcontinent. Reprint.
It's been almost ten years since I left the Muslim faith. I stopped believing in Islam after I'd made a serious study of the seemingly bottomless
well of the Islamic sacred texts, a long and difficult task that required not only that I work on the commandments of my former masters (the
God Allah and His prophet Muhammad), but also that I work on myself. It led me to glimpse conclusions and consider concepts that until then
I'd never heard or seen elsewhere.Here, in France, Islamic scholars talk about feelings, motivations, intentions and aims. In this way, they all
draw the conclusions that the Koran is not a source of problems and that the Islam of the prophet Muhammad is a religion of peace, love and
tolerance. But do you know of a single global (and systemic) survey of the sacred texts of Islam that gives a critical overview of the Koranic
dogmas and analyzes their limits without falling into moralizing or the Manichean concepts of Good and Evil ? It's because I've never found
one that I decided to set myself the challenge of making the work I'd always wanted available to the whole world. This book, in your hands, is a
different way that I suggest, a new method to win the battle of the ideas against a totalitarism without borders nor uniforms, and that we simply
call religion in our Western World.
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Philosophy in the Islamic World: A Very Short Introduction
A Contemporary Philosophical Investigation
The Islamic Enlightenment: The Struggle Between Faith and Reason, 1798 to Modern Times
The Wisdom of Islam and the Foolishness of Christianity
The Satanic Verses
The Caliphate of Reason
From the bestselling author of A History of God and The Great Transformation comes a balanced, nuanced understanding of the role religion plays in human
life and the trajectory of faith in modern times. Why has God become incredible? Why is it that atheists and theists alike now think and speak about God in a
way that veers so profoundly from the thinking of our ancestors? Moving from the Paleolithic Age to the present, Karen Armstrong details the lengths to which
humankind has gone to experience a sacred reality that it called God, Brahman, Nirvana, Allah, or Dao. She examines the diminished impulse toward religion in
our own time when a significant number of people either want nothing to do with God or question the efficacy of faith. With her trademark depth of knowledge
and profound insight, Armstrong elucidates how the changing world has necessarily altered the importance of religion at both societal and individual levels. And
she makes a powerful, convincing argument for structuring a faith that speaks to the needs of our dangerously polarized age.
The Tenacity of Unreasonable Beliefs examines how and why Jewish, Christian, and Muslim fundamentalists defend their belief in the divine authorship of the
Bible and the Koran against evidence to the contrary from scholarship and science, and the harmful and dangerous consequences of their beliefs.
In Islamic Exceptionalism, Brookings Institution scholar and acclaimed author Shadi Hamid offers a novel and provocative argument on how Islam is, in fact,
"exceptional" in how it relates to politics, with profound implications for how we understand the future of the Middle East. Divides among citizens aren't just
about power but are products of fundamental disagreements over the very nature and purpose of the modern nation state—and the vexing problem of religion’s
role in public life. Hamid argues for a new understanding of how Islam and Islamism shape politics by examining different models of reckoning with the
problem of religion and state, including the terrifying—and alarmingly successful—example of ISIS. With unprecedented access to Islamist activists and leaders
across the region, Hamid offers a panoramic and ambitious interpretation of the region's descent into violence. Islamic Exceptionalism is a vital contribution to
our understanding of Islam's past and present, and its outsized role in modern politics. We don't have to like it, but we have to understand it—because Islam, as a
religion and as an idea, will continue to be a force that shapes not just the region, but the West as well in the decades to come.
“The finest Orientalist of his generation” (Wall Street Journal) rewrites everything we thought we knew about the modern history of the Islamic world. In this
“stylishly written, surprisingly moving chronicle” (Harper’s), Christopher de Bellaigue presents an absorbing account of the political and social reformations that
transformed the lands of Islam in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. “The best sort of book for our disordered days” (Pankaj Mishra), The Islamic
Enlightenment “is at once new, fascinating and extraordinarily important” (Wall Street Journal) as it challenges ossified perceptions in Western culture that selfrighteously condemn the Muslim world as hopelessly benighted. This false perception belies the fact that Islamic civilization has long been undergoing its own
anguished transformation, and that the violence of an infinitesimally small minority is the blowback from this process. In reclaiming the stories of the
“fascinating . . . individuals who would grapple with reform and modernization” (New York Times Book Review), de Bellaigue’s “eye-opening, well-written, and
very timely” (Yuval Harrari) history shows the folly of Westerners demanding modernity from people whose lives are already drenched in it.
A Brief Introduction to Islam
God and Logic in Islam
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A Philosophy of Islam
The Encyclopaedia Britannica
A Compendium of Fifty Questions and Answers Related to Islamic Theology, Jurisprudence and Other Themes
Historical, Social, and Political Perspectives
Despite President George W. Bush's assurances that Islam is a peaceful religion and that all good Muslims hunger for democracy,
confusion persists and far too many Westerners remain convinced that Muslims and terrorists are synonymous. In the aftermath
of the attacks of 9/11, the subsequent wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, and the recent bombings in London, an unprecedented
amount of attention has been directed toward Islam and the Muslim world. Yet, even with this increased scrutiny, most of the
public discourse regarding Islam revolves around the actions of extremist factions such as the Wahhabis and al-Qa'ida. But what
of the Islam we don't hear about? As the second-largest and fastest-growing religion in the world, Islam is deemed by more than a
billion Muslims to be a source of serenity and spiritual peace, and a touchstone for moral and ethical guidance. While extremists
have an impact upon the religion that is wildly disproportionate to their numbers, moderates constitute the majority of Muslims
worldwide. It is this rift between the quiet voice of the moderates and the deafening statements of the extremists that threatens
the future of the faith. In The Great Theft, Khaled Abou El Fadl, one of the world's preeminent Islamic scholars, argues that Islam
is currently passing through a transformative period no less dramatic than the movements that swept through Europe during the
Reformation. At this critical juncture there are two completely opposed worldviews within Islam competing to define this great
world religion. The stakes have never been higher, and the future of the Muslim world hangs in the balance. Drawing on the rich
tradition of Islamic history and law, The Great Theft is an impassioned defense of Islam against the encroaching power of the
extremists. As an accomplished Islamic jurist, Abou El Fadl roots his arguments in long-standing historical legal debates and
delineates point by point the beliefs and practices of moderate Muslims, distinguishing these tenets from the corrupting
influences of the extremists. From the role of women in Islam to the nature of jihad, from democracy and human rights to
terrorism and warfare, Abou El Fadl builds a vital vision for a moderate Islam. At long last, the great majority of Muslims who
oppose extremism have a desperately needed voice to help reclaim Islam's great moral tradition.
Islam--the Straight Path is a concise presentation of the history and spread of Islam and of the beliefs and obligations of Muslims
as interpreted by some outstanding Muslim scholars of our time from Turkey, Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Iran, Pakistan,
Indonesia, and China. The essays present a vivid picture of this faith which exerts tremendous influence on its votaries and has
found its home from Morocco to Indonesia and China. The work is a portrayal of Islam as it is, with chapters devoted to subjects
such as The Origin of Islam, Ideas and Movements in Islamic History, Islamic Beliefs and Code of Laws, The Rational and Mystical
Interpretations of Islam, Shi'a, Islamic Culture in Arab and African Countries, Islamic Culture in Turkish Areas, Muslim Culture in
Pakistan and India, Islamic Culture in China, Islam in Indonesia, and, Unity in Diversity in Islam. Each chapter epitomizes a subject
which could scarcely be covered adequately in a whole book .
Apostasy in the Middle East is booming. Ex-Muslims Arabs are coming out as atheists or Christians, not shying away from
speaking up openly on various medias. Reacting to the apostasy movement, Sheikhs and Imams, who are influential voices in
their communities, are demonizing ex-Muslims in their own congregations. Amid this battle of intellectualism, one undercover
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Saudi Arabian author unapologetically draws the line between what is culturally influenced by Islam and what is enshrined in
Islam. While not attacking Islam or Muslims, Ibn al-Arabi contemplates, "Does the Islamic faith, as the text portrays it, belong to
the twenty-first century?" "Have we misinterpreted Islam? "How could a religion, having been around for fourteen centuries, be
continuously misunderstood?" Is the problem Muslims or the text, or both?" "Should some teachings, beliefs, explanations
enshrined in the text, thus culture, be discarded or reformed? The effort of five years of searching for answers these questions.
A unique Christian response to nine common philosophical objections to Christianity made by Muslims.
The Tenacity of Unreasonable Beliefs
The Case for God
A Novel
The Philosophy of the Teachings of Islam
The Atheist Muslim
Ibn Taymiyyah on Reason and Revelation

What does it mean to be a Muslim philosopher, or to philosophize in Islam? In Open to Reason,
Souleymane Bachir Diagne traces Muslims’ intellectual and spiritual history of examining and
questioning beliefs and arguments to show how Islamic philosophy has always engaged critically with
texts and ideas both inside and outside its tradition. Through a rich reading of classical and modern
Muslim philosophers, Diagne explains the long history of philosophy in the Islamic world and its
relevance to crucial issues of our own time. From classical figures such as Avicenna to the twentiethcentury Sufi master and teacher of tolerance Tierno Bokar Salif Tall, Diagne explores how Islamic
thinkers have asked and answered such questions as Does religion need philosophy? How can religion
coexist with rationalism? What does it mean to interpret a religious narrative philosophically? What
does it mean to be human, and what are human beings’ responsibilities to nature? Is there such a
thing as an “Islamic” state, or should Muslims reinvent political institutions that suit their own
times? Diagne shows that philosophizing in Islam in its many forms throughout the centuries has
meant a commitment to forward and open thinking. A remarkable history of philosophy in the Islamic
world as well as a work of philosophy in its own right, this book seeks to contribute to the revival of a
spirit of pluralism rooted in Muslim intellectual and spiritual traditions.
Faith and Reason in IslamAverroes' Exposition of Religious ArgumentsSimon and Schuster
This book is concerned with the rationality and plausibility of the Muslim faith and the Qur'an, and in
particular how they can be interrogated and understood through Western analytical philosophy. It
also explores how Islam can successfully engage with the challenges posed by secular thinking. The
Quran and the Secular Mind will be of interest to students and scholars of Islamic philosophy,
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philosophy of religion, Middle East studies, and political Islam.
Islam as a religion and a way of life guides millions of people around the world and has a significant
impact on worldly affairs. To many Muslims, however, a philosophical understanding or assessment of
Islamic belief is seen as a feeble and religiously inappropriate attempt to understand matters that are
beyond rational comprehension. Islam: A Contemporary Philosophical Investigation explores this
issue in detail, by guiding readers through a careful study of the relationship between faith and
reason in Islam. In particular, it pays close attention to religious objections to philosophizing about
Islam, arguments for and against Islamic belief, and the rationality of Islamic belief in light of
contemporary philosophical issues, such as problems of religious diversity, evil and religious doubt.
This text is ideal for upper-level undergraduates and graduate students seeking an objective,
philosophical introduction to Islam, a subject of increasing interest in classrooms around the world.
The Islamic Enlightenment
The Philosophy of Religion
Reasonable Faith
Islam
Letters to a Young Muslim
From Blind Faith to Reason
In the history of philosophy, few topics are so relevant to today's cultural and political landscape as philosophy in the
Islamic world. Yet, this remains one of the lesser-known philosophical traditions. In this Very Short Introduction, Peter
Adamson explores the history of philosophy among Muslims, Jews, and Christians living in Islamic lands, from its historical
background to thinkers in the twentieth century. Introducing the main philosophical themes of the Islamic world, Adamson
integrates ideas from the Islamic and Abrahamic faiths to consider the broad philosophical questions that continue to invite
debate: What is the relationship between reason and religious belief? What is the possibility of proving God's existence?
What is the nature of knowledge? Drawing on the most recent research in the field, this book challenges the assumption of
the cultural decline of philosophy and science in the Islamic world by demonstrating its rich heritage and overlap with other
faiths and philosophies.
**A New York Times Editor's Pick** **One of Time's Most Anticipated Books of 2017, a Bustle Best Nonfiction Pick for
January 2017, a Chicago Review of Books Best Book to Read in January 2017, an Amazon Best of January 2017 in History, a
Stylist Magazine Best Book of 2017, included in New Statesman's What to Read in 2017** From the Ambassador of the UAE
to Russia comes Letters to a Young Muslim, a bold and intimate exploration of what it means to be a Muslim in the twentyfirst century. In a series of personal and insightful letters to his sons, Omar Saif Ghobash offers a vital manifesto that
tackles the dilemmas facing not only young Muslims but everyone navigating the complexities of today’s world. Full of
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wisdom and thoughtful reflections on faith, culture and society. This is a courageous and essential book that celebrates
individuality whilst recognising it is our shared humanity that brings us together. Written with the experience of a diplomat
and the personal responsibility of a father; Ghobash’s letters offer understanding and balance in a world that rarely offers
any. An intimate and hopeful glimpse into a sphere many are unfamiliar with; it provides an understanding of the everyday
struggles Muslims face around the globe.
Richard Swinburne presents a new edition of the final volume of his acclaimed trilogy on philosophical theology. Faith and
Reason is a self-standing examination of the implications for religious faith of Swinburne's famous arguments about the
coherence of theism and the existence of God. By practising a particular religion, a person seeks to achieve some or all of
three goals - that he worships and obeys God, gains salvation for himself, and helps others to attain their salvation. But not
all religions commend worship, and different religions have different conceptions of salvation. Faced with these differences,
Richard Swinburne argues that we should practice that religion which has the best goals and is more probably true than the
creeds of other religions. He proposes criteria by which to determine the probabilities of different religious creeds, and he
argues that, while requiring total commitment, faith does not demand fully convinced belief. While maintaining the same
structure and conclusions as the original classic, this second edition has been substantially rewritten, both in order to relate
its ideas more closely to those of classical theologians and philosophers and to respond to more recent views. In particular
he discusses, and ultimately rejects, the view of Alvin Plantinga that the 'warrant' of a belief depends on the process which
produced it, and John Hick's contention that all religions offer valid paths to salvation.
In The Story of Reason in Islam, leading public intellectual and political activist Sari Nusseibeh narrates a sweeping
intellectual history—a quest for knowledge inspired by the Qu'ran and its language, a quest that employed Reason in the
service of Faith. Eschewing the conventional separation of Faith and Reason, he takes a fresh look at why and how Islamic
reasoning evolved over time. He surveys the different Islamic schools of thought and how they dealt with major
philosophical issues, showing that Reason pervaded all disciplines, from philosophy and science to language, poetry, and
law. Along the way, the best known Muslim philosophers are introduced in a new light. Countering received chronologies, in
this story Reason reaches its zenith in the early seventeenth century; it then trails off, its demise as sudden as its
appearance. Thereafter, Reason loses out to passive belief, lifeless logic, and a self-contained legalism—in other words, to a
less flexible Islam. Nusseibeh's speculations as to why this occurred focus on the fortunes and misfortunes of classical
Arabic in the Islamic world. Change, he suggests, may only come from the revivification of language itself.
The Modern Struggle Between Faith and Reason
Defenders of Reason in Islam
A Dictionary of Arts, Sciences, Literature and General Information
Faith & Philosophy of Islam
The Quran and the Secular Mind
The Story of Reason in Islam
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The gods had chosen the Domdur to rule the world, and had chosen Malledd to be their champion
among the Domdur.They had not asked Malledd whether he wanted the job.Now a wizard has raised an
army of the undead to overthrow the Domdur Empire, and the world awaits the divine champion who
is to save them -- but will Malledd come?And if he does, can he be the savior the Domdur expect,
or has the gods' favor turned elsewhere?
A Compendium of Fifty Questions and Answers Related to Islamic Theology, Jurisprudence and Other
Themes Answers to a series of questions often asked by young Muslims growing up in Western
societies. The questions are on diverse topics ranging from Divine will, marriage, the role of
women and the 12th Imam
This updated edition by one of the world's leading apologists presents a systematic, positive
case for Christianity that reflects the latest work in the contemporary hard sciences and
humanities. Brilliant and accessible.
In Ibn Taymiyya on Reason and Revelation, Carl Sharif El-Tobgui offers a comprehensive analysis
of Ibn Taymiyya's ten-volume magnum opus, Dar? ta??ru? al-?aql wa-l-naql, elucidating its
author's foundational reconstitution of rationality through the multifaceted ontological,
epistemological, and linguistic reforms he carries out.
Fundamentalism and the Fear of Truth
Muslim Philosophers in Conversation with the Western Tradition
How the Struggle Over Islam Is Reshaping the World
The Great Theft
Face to Faith with Islam
Faith and Reason in Islam

This book is one of the many Islamic publications distributed by Ahlulbayt Organization throughout the world in different
languages with the aim of conveying the message of Islam to the people of the world.You may read this book carefully and
should you be interested to have further study on such publications you can contact us through www.shia.es Naturally, if we
find you to be a keen and energetic reader we shall give you a deserving response in sending you some other publications of
this Organization.
This brief introduction to Islam is designed to help readers understand this important religious tradition. With both nuance
and balance, this text provides broad coverage of various forms of Islam with an arresting layout with rich colors. It offers
both historical overviews and modern perspectives on Islamic beliefs and practices. The user-friendly content is enhanced by
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charts of religious festivals, historic timelines, updated maps, and a useful glossary. It is ideal for courses on Islam and will be
a useful, concise reference for all readers eager to know more about this important religious tradition and its place in our
contemporary world.
Richard Swinburne presents a new edition of the final volume of his acclaimed trilogy on philosophical theology. Faith and
Reason is a self-standing examination of the implications for religious faith of Swinburne's famous arguments about the
coherence of theism and the existence of God. By practising a particular religion, a person seeks to achieve some or all of
three goals - that he worships and obeys God, gains salvation for himself, and helps others to attain their salvation. But not all
religions commend worship, and different religions have different conceptions of salvation. Faced with these differences,
Richard Swinburne argues that we should practice that religion which has the best goals and is more probably true than the
creeds of other religions. He proposes criteria by which to determine the probabilities of different religious creeds, and he
argues that, while requiring total commitment, faith does not demand fully convinced belief. While maintaining the
samestructure and conclusions as the original classic, this second edition has been substantially rewritten, both in order to
relate its ideas more closely to those of classical theologians and philosophers and to respond to more recent views. In
particular he discusses, and ultimately rejects, the view of Alvin Plantinga that the 'warrant' of a belief depends on the
process which produced it, and John Hick's contention that all religions offer valid paths to salvation.
This clearly written text explores the rational theology of Islam, the conflict between the "defenders of God" and the
"defenders of reason", and the controversy's historical roots.
An Ex-Muslim Saudi Reexamining Islam
Open to Reason
Wrestling Islam from the Extremists
Christian Truth and Apologetics
A Study of Dar' Ta'arud Al-'aql Wa-l-naql
Faith and Reason
"The End of Faith articulates the dangers and absurdities of organized religion so fiercely and so
fearlessly that I felt relieved as I read it, vindicated....Harris writes what a sizable number of us think, but
few are willing to say."—Natalie Angier, New York Times In The End of Faith, Sam Harris delivers a
startling analysis of the clash between reason and religion in the modern world. He offers a vivid,
historical tour of our willingness to suspend reason in favor of religious beliefs—even when these beliefs
inspire the worst human atrocities. While warning against the encroachment of organized religion into
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world politics, Harris draws on insights from neuroscience, philosophy, and Eastern mysticism to deliver
a call for a truly modern foundation for ethics and spirituality that is both secular and humanistic.
Winner of the 2005 PEN/Martha Albrand Award for Nonfiction.
A fascinating journey into Islam's diverse history of ideas, making an argument for an "Islamic
Enlightenment" today In Reopening Muslim Minds, Mustafa Akyol, senior fellow at the Cato Institute and
opinion writer for The New York Times, both diagnoses “the crisis of Islam” in the modern world, and
offers a way forward. Diving deeply into Islamic theology, and also sharing lessons from his own life
story, he reveals how Muslims lost the universalism that made them a great civilization in their earlier
centuries. He especially demonstrates how values often associated with Western Enlightenment —
freedom, reason, tolerance, and an appreciation of science — had Islamic counterparts, which sadly were
cast aside in favor of more dogmatic views, often for political ends. Elucidating complex ideas with
engaging prose and storytelling, Reopening Muslim Minds borrows lost visions from medieval Muslim
thinkers such as Ibn Rushd (aka Averroes), to offer a new Muslim worldview on a range of sensitive
issues: human rights, equality for women, freedom of religion, or freedom from religion. While frankly
acknowledging the problems in the world of Islam today, Akyol offers a clear and hopeful vision for its
future.
"Originally written for the Conference of Great Religions held at Lahore on December 26-29, 1896, the
Philosophy of the Teachings of Islam has since served as an introduction to Islam for seekers after the
truth and religious knowledge in different parts of the world. The present issue includes several "lost"
pages not included in the essay that was read out at Lahore. It deals with the following five broad themes,
set by the moderators of the Conference: 1. The physical, moral and spiritual states of man 2. The state of
man after death 3. The object of man's life and the means to its attainment 4. The operation of the
practical ordinances of the Law in this life and the next 5. Sources of Divine knowledge."--Publisher's
description.
Available for the first time in the English language, this is a complete and annotated translation of a key
work by the twelfth-century Muslim philosopher, Averroes (Ibn Rushd). Acknowledged as the leading
transmitter of Aristotelian th ought, Averroes also held controversial views about the re lationship
between faith and reason, arguing that religion should not be allowed to impose limits on the exercise of
rational thought. His theory of rationality, along with others on language, justice and the interpretation
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of religious texts, is clearly presented here, in a work that provides the most comprehensive picture
available of Averroes's great intellectual achievements.
Reopening Muslim Minds
Islam, the Straight Path
Mu'tazililism from Medieval School to Modern Symbol
Averroes' Exposition of Religious Arguments
A Return to Reason, Freedom, and Tolerance
The first English translation of the twelfth-century Muslim philosopher's opus reveals
his often controversial perspectives on reason, religion, and science. Original.
This book is one of the many Islamic publications distributed by Ahlulbayt Organization
throughout the world in different languages with the aim of conveying the message of
Islam to the people of the world. Ahlulbayt Organization (www.shia.es) is a registered
Organization that operates and is sustained through collaborative efforts of volunteers
in many countries around the world, and it welcomes your involvement and support. Its
objectives are numerous, yet its main goal is to spread the truth about the Islamic faith
in general and the Shi`a School of Thought in particular due to the latter being
misrepresented, misunderstood and its tenets often assaulted by many ignorant folks,
Muslims and non-Muslims. Organization's purpose is to facilitate the dissemination of
knowledge through a global medium, the Internet, to locations where such resources are
not commonly or easily accessible or are resented, resisted and fought! In addition, For
a complete list of our published books please refer to our website (www.shia.es) or send
us an email to info@shia.es
This book investigates the central role of reason in Islamic intellectual life. Despite
widespread characterization of Islam as a system of belief based only on revelation, John
Walbridge argues that rational methods, not fundamentalism, have characterized Islamic
law, philosophy and education since the medieval period. His research demonstrates that
this medieval Islamic rational tradition was opposed by both modernists and
fundamentalists, resulting in a general collapse of traditional Islamic intellectual life
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and its replacement by more modern but far shallower forms of thought. However, the
resources of this Islamic scholarly tradition remain an integral part of the Islamic
intellectual tradition and will prove vital to its revival. The future of Islam,
Walbridge argues, will be marked by a return to rationalism.
This book presents some twenty essays on different aspects of Islam in history and the
present. These essays are grouped into eight larger sections. The first, "The
Beginnings", deals with the transition from pre-Islamic understandings and reason, an
essential part of the Quranic message. The next two sections deal with Islam specifically
as a religion with its particular signs and symbols. The question of rules of
interpretation in Islam and its structural features is discussed here. Sections four and
five deal with ethics in Islam, including Muslim identity and human rights, and certain
social functions of Islam. Section six introduces some 19th and 20th century reform
movements, with special attention given to developments in Saudi Arabia and the "puritan"
characteristics of present-day Islamic revival movements. The final two sections discuss
contemporary issues: Islamization processes and policies, Islamic ideologies, the
ideologization of Islam, and the political uses of religion. Throughout the book the
author shows the links between the religious and other interpretations and uses made of
Islam and the contexts in which they are made. The Introduction signals some important
developments in Islamic studies since World War II.
Islamic Exceptionalism
The End of Faith: Religion, Terror, and the Future of Reason
Touched by the Gods
A Journey from Religion to Reason
Islam Interpreted by Muslims
The Bellmaker
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