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The analysis of silk is a fascinating topic for research in itself but here,
focusing on the 9th and 10th centuries, Marianne Vedeler takes a closer look
at the trade routes and the organization of production, trade and consumption
of silk during the Viking Age. Beginning with a presentation of the silk finds in
the Oseberg burial, the richest Viking burial find ever discovered, the other
silk finds from high status graves in Scandinavia are discussed along with an
introduction to the techniques used to produce raw silk and fabrics. Later
chapters concentrate on trade and exchange, considering the role of silk items
both as trade objects and precious gifts, and in the light of coin finds. The main
trade routes of silk to Scandinavia along the Russian rivers, and comparable
Russian finds are described and the production and regulation of silk in Persia,
early Islamic production areas and the Byzantine Empire discussed. The final
chapter considers silk as a social actor in various contexts in Viking societies
compared to the Christian west.
"Ibn Khaldun (1332-1406) is generally regarded as the greatest intellectual
ever to have appeared in the Arab world--a genius who ranks as one of the
world's great minds. Yet the author of the Muqaddima, the most important
study of history ever produced in the Islamic world, is not as well known as he
should be, and his ideas are widely misunderstood. In this groundbreaking
intellectual biography, Robert Irwin provides an engaging and authoritative
account of Ibn Khaldun's extraordinary life, times, writings, and ideas. Irwin
tells how Ibn Khaldun, who lived in a world decimated by the Black Death, held
a long series of posts in the tumultuous Islamic courts of North Africa and
Muslim Spain, becoming a major political player as well as a teacher and
writer. Closely examining the Muqaddima, a startlingly original analysis of the
laws of history, and drawing on many other contemporary sources, Irwin
shows how Ibn Khaldun's life and thought fit into historical and intellectual
context, including medieval Islamic theology, philosophy, politics, literature,
economics, law, and tribal life. Because Ibn Khaldun's ideas often seem to
anticipate by centuries developments in many fields, he has often been
depicted as more of a modern man than a medieval one, and Irwin's account of
such misreadings provides new insights about the history of Orientalism. In
contrast, Irwin presents an Ibn Khaldun who was a creature of his time--a
devout Sufi mystic who was obsessed with the occult and futurology and who
lived in an often-strange world quite different from our own"--Jacket.
"In The Pechenegs: Nomads in the Political and Cultural Landscape of Medieval
Europe Aleksander Paro offers a reflection on the history of the Pechenegs,
a nomadic people which came to control the Black Sea steppe by the end of the
ninth century. Nomadic peoples have often been presented in European
historiography as aggressors and destroyers whose appearance led to only
chaotic decline and economic stagnation. Making use of historical and
archaeological sources along with abundant comparative material, Aleksander
Paro offers here a multifaceted and cogent image of the nomads' relations
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with neighboring political and cultural communities in the tenth and eleventh
centuries"-"Imagine it is the seventh century. As most of Europe continues its descent
into a long period of intellectually dormancy, a quiet yet powerful academic
revolution is erupting in another corner of the world. Over the next centuries,
the geniuses of Muslim society will thrust the boundaries of knowledge
forward to such a degree that their innovations still shape civilizations to this
day. The staggering achievements of these men and women influenced the
development of modern mathematics, science, engineering, and medicine. 1001
Inventions: The Enduring Legacy of Muslim Civilization sheds new light on this
golden era that was once lost to so many, and celebrates the heritage that we
all share"--P. [4] of cover.
Munch
An Intellectual Biography
A Beowulf Handbook
Islam and the Crusades
The Best American Short Stories 2019
Code of the Samurai
A History of the Vikings
From the bestselling author of Meetings With Remarkable Manuscripts, a captivating account of
the last surviving relic of Thomas Becket The assassination of Thomas Becket in Canterbury
Cathedral on 29 December 1170 is one of the most famous events in European history. It inspired
the largest pilgrim site in medieval Europe and many works of literature from Chaucer's
Canterbury Tales to T. S. Eliot's Murder in the Cathedral and Anouilh's Becket. In a brilliant
piece of historical detective work, Christopher de Hamel here identifies the only surviving relic
from Becket's shrine: the Anglo-Saxon Psalter which he cherished throughout his time as
Archbishop of Canterbury, and which he may even have been holding when he was murdered.
Beautifully illustrated and published to coincide with the 850th anniversary of the death of
Thomas Becket, this is an exciting rediscovery of one of the most evocative artefacts of medieval
England.
In 922 AD, an Arab envoy from Baghdad named Ibn Fadlan encountered a party of Viking
traders on the upper reaches of the Volga River. In his subsequent report on his mission he gave a
meticulous and astonishingly objective description of Viking customs, dress, table manners,
religion and sexual practices, as well as the only eyewitness account ever written of a Viking ship
cremation. Between the ninth and fourteenth centuries, Arab travellers such as Ibn Fadlan
journeyed widely and frequently into the far north, crossing territories that now include Russia,
Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan. Their fascinating accounts describe how the numerous tribes and
peoples they encountered traded furs, paid tribute and waged wars. This accessible new
translation offers an illuminating insight into the world of the Arab geographers, and the medieval
lands of the far north.
A fascinating collection of medieval Arabic travel writing in an important new translation
Between the ninth and fourteenth centuries, Arab explorers journeyed widely and frequently into
the far north, crossing territories that now include Russia, Uzbekistan, and Kazakhstan. Ibn Fadlan's chronicles of his travels are one of the most important documents from the period, and this
illuminating new translation offers insight into the world of the Arab geographers and the
medieval lands of the far north. Based on an expedition to the upper Volga River in 922 AD, Ibn
Fadla-n and the Land of Darkness provides a rare and valuable glimpse of Viking customs, dress,
table manners, religion, and sexual practices, including the only eyewitness account ever written of
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a Viking ship cremation. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of
classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics
represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and
disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and
notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by
award-winning translators.
The volume comprises lightly annotated translation of a key medieval Arabic text that bears
directly on the Crusades and Crusader society and the Muslim experience of them.
Medieval Islamic Maps
The Last Relic of Thomas Becket
Muslim Heritage in Our World
The Book of Contemplation
Edward the Confessor (Penguin Monarchs)
Orkneyinga Saga
Travels in Neuropsychology

From the bestselling author of Jurassic Park, Timeline, and Sphere comes an
epic tale of unspeakable horror. It is 922 A.D. The refined Arab courtier Ibn
Fadlan is accompanying a party of Viking warriors back to their home. He is
appalled by their customs—the gratuitous sexuality of their women, their
disregard for cleanliness, and their cold-blooded sacrifices. As they enter the
frozen, forbidden landscape of the North—where the day’s length does not
equal the night’s, where after sunset the sky burns in streaks of
color—Fadlan soon discovers that he has been unwillingly enlisted to combat
the terrors in the night that come to slaughter the Vikings, the monsters of
the mist that devour human flesh. But just how he will do it, Fadlan has no
idea.
This volume brings together a set of key articles, along with a new
introduction to contextualize them, on the role of Turkish peoples in the
Western Asiatic world up to the 11th century. Such topics as the
geographical and environmental original milieux of these peoples in the
forest zone and steppelands of Inner Asia, the formation and breakup of
tribal confederations within the steppes, and the evolution of tribal
structures, are examined as the background for the appearance of Turks
within the Islamic caliphate from the 9th century onwards. These came first
as military slaves, then as movements of peoples, such as the tribal
migrations of the Oghuz, leading to the establishment of the Seljuq
sultanate, whilst from within Islamic society, individual Turkish commanders
were able at the same time to build up their own military empires such as
that of the Ghaznavids. In this way was put in place a Turkish dominance of
the northern tier of the Middle East, with attendant changes in demography
and land utilisation, which was to last for centuries.
#1 New York Times best-selling, Pulitzer Prize-winning author Anthony Doerr
brings his"stunning sense of physical detail and gorgeous metaphors" (San
Francisco Chronicle) to selecting The Best American Short Stories 2019. #1
New York Times best-selling, Pulitzer Prize-winning author Anthony Doerr
brings his"stunning sense of physical detail and gorgeous metaphors" (San
Francisco Chronicle) to selecting The Best American Short Stories 2019.
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Doerr and the series editor, Heidi Pitlor, winnow down twenty stories out of
thousands that represent the best examples of the form published the
previous year.
The most revered work composed in Old English,Beowulfis one of the
landmarks of European literature. This handbook supplies a wealth of
insights into all major aspects of this wondrous poem and its scholarly
tradition. Each chapter provides a history of the scholarly interest in a
particular topic, a synthesis of present knowledge and opinion, and an
analysis of scholarly work that remains to be done. Written to accommodate
the needs of a broad audience,A Beowulf Handbookwill be of value to
nonspecialists who wish simply to read and enjoy Beowulf and to scholars at
work on their own research. In its clear and comprehensive treatment of the
poem and its scholarship, this book will prove an indispensable guide to
readers and specialists for many years to come.
Since 600 AD
A Modern Translation of the Bushido Shoshinshu of Taira Shigesuke
A Manual of Islamic Legal Theory
An Early Biography of Muhammad
A Muslim Traveler of the Fourteenth Century
The History of the Earls of Orkney
1001 Inventions
Presents a collection of sayings, sermons and teachings attributed to Ali ibn Abi Talib, cousin
and son-in-law of the Prophet Muhammad, and fourth caliph.
Learn the ways of the Japanese Bushido Code with this very readable, modern translation of
the Bushido Shoshinshu. Code of the Samurai is a four-hundred-year-old explication of the
rules and expectations embodied in Bushido, the Japanese Way of the Warrior. Bushido has
played a major role in shaping the behavior of modern Japanese government, corporations,
society, and individuals, as well as in shaping modern Japanese martial arts within Japan and
internationally. The Japanese original of this book, Bushido Shoshinshu, (Bushido for
Beginners), has been one of the primary sources on the tenets of Bushido, a way of thought
that remains fascinating and relevant to the modern world, East and West. This handbook,
written after five hundred years of military rule in Japan, was composed to provide practical
and moral instruction for warriors, correcting wayward tendencies and outlining the personal,
social, and professional standards of conduct characteristic of Bushido, the Japanese chivalric
tradition. With a clear, conversational narrative by Thomas Cleary, one of the foremost
translators of the wisdom of Asia, and powerfully evocative line drawings by master illustrator
Oscar Ratti, this book is indispensable to the corporate executive, student of the Asian Culture,
martial artist, those interested in Eastern philosophy or military strategy, as well as for those
simply interested in Japan and its people.
The Expeditions is one of the oldest biographies of the Prophet Muhammad to survive into the
modern era. Its primary author, Ma'mar ibn Rashid (714-770 AD/96-153 AH), was a prominent
scholar from Basra in southern Iraq who was revered for his learning in prophetic traditions,
Islamic law, and the interpretation of the Qur'an. This fascinating foundational seminal work
contains stories handed down by Ma'mar to his most prominent pupil, 'Abd al-Razzaq of
Sanaa, relating Muhammad’s early life and prophetic career as well as the adventures and
tribulations of his earliest followers during their conquest of the Near East. Edited from a sole
surviving manuscript, the Arabic text offers numerous improved readings over those of
previous editions, including detailed notes on the text’s transmission and variants as found in
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later works. This new translation, which renders the original into readable, modern English for
the first time, is accompanied by numerous annotations elucidating the cultural, religious and
historical contexts of the events and individuals described within its pages. The Expeditions
represents an important testimony to the earliest Muslims’ memory of the lives of Muhammad
and his companions, and is an indispensable text for gaining insight into the historical
biography of both the Prophet and the rise of the Islamic empire.
Al-Qadi al-Nu?man was the chief legal theorist and ideologue of the North African Fatimid
dynasty in the tenth century. This translation makes available in English for the first time his
major work on Islamic legal theory, which presents a legal model in support of the Fatimids’
principle of legitimate rule over the Islamic community. Composed as part of a grand project to
establish the theoretical bases of the official Fatimid legal school, Disagreements of the Jurists
expounds a distinctly Shi?i system of hermeneutics, which refutes the methods of legal
interpretation adopted by Sunni jurists. The work begins with a discussion of the historical
causes of jurisprudential divergence in the first Islamic centuries, and goes on to address, point
by point, the specific interpretive methods of Sunni legal theory, arguing that they are both
illegitimate and ineffective. While its immediate mission is to pave the foundation of the legal
Isma?ili tradition, the text also preserves several Islamic legal theoretical works no longer
extant—including Ibn Dawud’s manual, al-Wusul ila ma?rifat al-usul—and thus throws light on a
critical stage in the historical development of Islamic legal theory (usul al-fiqh) that would
otherwise be lost to history.
When Asia was the World
An Introduction to Norse Mythology and Religion
A Tenth-century Traveler from Baghad to the Volga River
A Compendium of Knowledge from the Classical Islamic World
Disagreements of the Jurists
A Treasury of Virtues
The Origins of the Volga Bulghars
#1 SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE BESTSELLER • NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE
YEAR BY THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE “A picaresque, swashbuckling adventure.”—The
Washington Post Book World They’re an odd pair, to be sure: pale, rail-thin, black-clad
Zelikman, a moody, itinerant physician fond of jaunty headgear, and ex-soldier Amram, a
gray-haired giant of a man as quick with a razor-tongued witticism as with a sharpened
battle-ax. Brothers under the skin, comrades in arms, they make their rootless way through
the Caucasus Mountains, circa a.d. 950, living as they please and surviving however they
can—as blades and thieves for hire and as practiced bamboozlers, cheerfully separating the
gullible from their money. But when they are dragooned into service as escorts and
defenders to a prince of the Khazar Empire, they soon find themselves the half-willing
generals in a full-scale revolution—on a road paved with warriors and whores, evil emperors
and extraordinary elephants, secrets, swordplay, and such stuff as the grandest adventures
are made of. Praise for Gentlemen of the Road “Within a few pages I was happily tangled in
[Chabon’s] net of finely filigreed language, seduced by an old-school-style swashbuckling
quest . . . laced with surprises and humor.”—San Francisco Chronicle “[Chabon] is probably
the premiere prose stylist—the Updike—of his generation.”—Time “The action is intricate
and exuberant. . . . It’s hard to resist its gathering momentum, not to mention the sheer
headlong pleasure of Chabon’s language.”—The New York Times Book Review “[A] wild, wild
adventure . . . abounds with lush language . . . This book roars to be read aloud.”—Chicago
Sun-Times
Edward the Confessor, the last great king of Anglo-Saxon England, canonized nearly 100
years after his death, is in part a figure of myths created in the late middle ages. In this
revealing portrait of England's royal saint, David Woodman traces the course of Edward's
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twenty-four-year-long reign through the lens of contemporary sources, from the AngloSaxon Chronicle and the Vita Ædwardi Regis to the Bayeux Tapestry, to separate myth from
history and uncover the complex politics of his life. He shows Edward to be a shrewd
politician who, having endured a long period of exile from England in his youth, ascended
the throne in 1042 and came to control a highly sophisticated and powerful administration.
The twists and turns of Edward's reign are generally seen as a prelude to the Norman
Conquest in 1066. Woodman explains clearly how events unfolded and personalities
interacted but, unlike many, he shows a capable and impressive king at the centre of them.
The Viking Spirit is an introduction to Norse mythology like no other. As you'd expect from
Daniel McCoy, the creator of the enduringly popular website Norse Mythology for Smart
People (Norse-Mythology.org), it's written to scholarly standards, but in a simple, clear, and
entertaining style that's easy to understand and a pleasure to read. It includes gripping
retellings of no less than 34 epic Norse myths - more than any other book in the field - while
also providing an equally comprehensive overview of the fascinating Viking religion of which
Norse mythology was a part. You'll learn about the Vikings' gods and goddesses, their
concept of fate, their views on the afterlife, their moral code, how they thought the universe
was structured, how they practiced their religion, the role that magic played in their lives,
and much more. With its inclusion of the latest groundbreaking research in the field, The
Viking Spirit is the ultimate introduction to the timeless splendor of Norse mythology and
religion for the 21st Century.
This is an English translation of the Risala, letters by the 10th century scholar Ibn Fadlan,
one of the great medieval travellers. He journeyed from Baghdad to Bukhara in Central Asia
and then continued across the desert to the town of Bulghar, near present Kazan. He
describes the tribes he met on his way.
Ancient Accounts of India and China
The Pechenegs
Ibn Fadlan's Journey to Russia
The Abbasid Caliphate
The Book in the Cathedral
Women in the Viking Age
The period of the Abbasid Caliphate (750–1258) has long been recognized as the formative period of
Islamic civilization with its various achievements in the areas of science, literature, and culture. This history
of the Abbasid Caliphate from its foundation in 750 and golden age under Harun al-Rashid to the conquest
of Baghdad by the Mongols in 1258 examines the Caliphate as an empire and institution, and probes its
influence over Islamic culture and society. Ranging widely to survey the entire five-century history of the
Abbasid dynasty, Tayeb El-Hibri examines the resilience of the Caliphate as an institution, as a focal point
of religious definitions, and as a source of legitimacy to various contemporary Islamic monarchies. The
study revisits ideas of 'golden age' and 'decline' with a new reading, tries to separate Abbasid history from
the myths of the Arabian Nights, and shows how the legacy of the caliphs continues to resonate in the
modern world in direct and indirect ways.
The history of Islamic mapping is one of the new frontiers in the history of cartography. This book offers
the first in-depth analysis of a distinct tradition of medieval Islamic maps known collectively as the Book of
Roads and Kingdoms (Kitab al-Masalik wa al-Mamalik, or KMMS). Created from the mid-tenth through
the nineteenth century, these maps offered Islamic rulers, scholars, and armchair explorers a view of the
physical and human geography of the Arabian peninsula, the Persian Gulf, the Mediterranean, Spain and
North Africa, Syria, Egypt, Iraq, the Iranian provinces, present-day Pakistan, and Transoxiana. Historian
Karen C. Pinto examines around 100 examples of these maps retrieved from archives across the world from
three points of view: iconography, context, and patronage. By unraveling their many symbols, she guides us
through new ways of viewing the Muslim cartographic imagination.
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In its ports, we find a priceless cargo of information; here are the first foreign descriptions of tea and
porcelain, a panorama of unusual social practices, cannibal islands, and Indian holy men--a marvelous,
mundane world, contained in the compass of a novella. In Mission to the Volga, we move north on a
diplomatic mission from Baghdad to the upper reaches of the Volga River in what is now central Russia.
This colorful documentary by Ibn Fadlan relates the trials and tribulations of an embassy of diplomats and
missionaries sent by caliph al-Muqtadir to deliver political and religious instruction to the recently-converted
King of the Bulghars. During eleven months of grueling travel, Ibn Fadlan records the marvels he witnesses
on his journey, including an aurora borealis and the white nights of the North. Crucially, he offers a
description of the Viking Rus, including their customs, clothing, tattoos, and a striking account of a ship
funeral.
Who Went To These Parts In The 9Th Century. Translated From The Arabic By Eusebius Renaudot; With
Notes And Illustrations And Inquiries.
A History
The Travels of Ibn Jubayr
The Adventures of Ibn Battuta
Nomads in the Political and Cultural Landscape of Medieval Europe
The Book of Marvels and Travels
The Ultimate Ambition in the Arts of Erudition
The Viking Spirit

Through runic inscriptions and behind the veil of myth, Jesch discovers the true story of
viking women.
Between the 9th and 14th centuries, Arab travellers such as Ibn Fadlan journeyed
widely and frequently into the far north, crossing territories that now include Russia,
Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan. This translation offers an illuminating insight into the world
of the Arab geographers, and the medieval lands of the far north.
Paul Broks draws on his 15 years as a neuropsychologist to present a narrative about
memory and personal identity. Macabre yet humane, unsettling but affecting, he writes
about the experiences of his patients, and his experience as their psychologist. The
stories are those of ordinary people whose extraordinary illnesses have much to say to
everyone about who and what we are. They are also about chance, compassion,
human fallibility and eccentricity.
'Another island in the Great Ocean has many sinful and malevolent women, who have
precious gems in their eyes.' In his Book of Marvels and Travels, Sir John Mandeville
describes a journey from Europe to Jerusalem and on into Asia, and the many
wonderful and monstrous peoples and practices in the East. He tells us about the
Sultan in Cairo, the Great Khan in China, and the mythical Christian prince Prester
John. There are giants and pygmies, cannibals and Amazons, headless humans and
people with a single foot so huge it can shield them from the sun . Forceful and
opinionated, the narrator is by turns bossy, learned, playful, and moralizing, with an
endless curiosity about different cultures. Written in the fourteenth century, the Book is
a captivating blend of fact and fantasy, an extraordinary travel narrative that offers
some revealing and unexpected attitudes towards other races and religions. It was
immensely popular, and numbered among its readers Chaucer, Columbus, and
Thomas More. Anthony Bale's new translation emphasizes the book's readability, and
his introduction and notes bring us closer to Mandeville's medieval worldview. ABOUT
THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the
widest range of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects
Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of
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other valuable features, including expert introductions by leading authorities, helpful
notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much more.
What the Rest Think of the West
An Exploration
Ibn Khaldun
Silk for the Vikings
Ibn Fadlan and the Land of Darkness
The Book of John Mandeville
The Expeditions

The definitive history of the Vikings -- from arts and culture to politics and
cosmology -- by a distinguished archaeologist with decades of expertise The Viking
Age -- from 750 to 1050 -- saw an unprecedented expansion of the Scandinavian
peoples into the wider world. As traders and raiders, explorers and colonists, they
ranged from eastern North America to the Asian steppe. But for centuries, the
Vikings have been seen through the eyes of others, distorted to suit the tastes of
medieval clerics and Elizabethan playwrights, Victorian imperialists, Nazis, and
more. None of these appropriations capture the real Vikings, or the richness and
sophistication of their culture. Based on the latest archaeological and textual
evidence, Children of Ash and Elm tells the story of the Vikings on their own terms:
their politics, their cosmology and religion, their material world. Known today for a
stereotype of maritime violence, the Vikings exported new ideas, technologies,
beliefs, and practices to the lands they discovered and the peoples they
encountered, and in the process were themselves changed. From Eirík Bloodaxe,
who fought his way to a kingdom, to Gudrid Thorbjarnardóttir, the most traveled
woman in the world, Children of Ash and Elm is the definitive history of the Vikings
and their time.
Ross Dunn's classic retelling of the travels of Ibn Battuta, a Muslim of the 14th
century.
Ibn Fadlan and the Land of DarknessArab Travellers in the Far NorthPenguin UK
Over the past few centuries, as Western civilization has enjoyed an expansive and
flexible geographic domain, Westerners have observed other cultures with little
interest in a return gaze. In turn, these other civilizations have been similarly
disinclined when they have held sway. Clearly, though, an external frame of
reference outstrips introspection—we cannot see ourselves as others see us.
Unprecedented in its scope, What the Rest Think of the West provides a rich
historical look through the eyes of outsiders as they survey and scrutinize the
politics, science, technology, religion, family practices, and gender roles of
civilizations not their own. The book emphasizes the broader figurative meaning of
looking west in the scope of history. Focusing on four civilizations—Islamic,
Japanese, Chinese, and South Asian—Nader has collected observations made
over centuries by scholars, diplomats, missionaries, travelers, merchants, and
students reflecting upon their own “Wests.” These writings derive from a range of
purposes and perspectives, such as the seventh-century Chinese Buddhist who
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goes west to India, the missionary from Baghdad who travels up the Volga in the
tenth century and meets the Vikings, and the Egyptian imam who in 1826 is sent to
Paris to study the French. The accounts variously express critique, adoration,
admiration, and fear, and are sometimes humorous, occasionally disturbing, at
times controversial, and always enlightening. With informative introductions to each
of the selections, Laura Nader initiates conversations about the power of
representational practices.
Mission to the Volga
The Sainted King
Sayings, Sermons, and Teachings of Ali, with the One Hundred Proverbs,
Attributed to Al-Jahiz
Arab Travellers in the Far North
A Tale of Adventure
The Turks in the Early Islamic World
Children of Ash and Elm
Written around AD 1200 by an unnamed Icelandic author, the Orkneyinga Saga is an
intriguing fusion of myth, legend and history. The only medieval chronicle to have
Orkney as the central place of action, it tells of an era when the islands were still part
of the Viking world, beginning with their conquest by the kings of Norway in the ninth
century. The saga describes the subsequent history of the Earldom of Orkney and the
adventures of great Norsemen such as Sigurd the Powerful, St Magnus the Martyr and
Hrolf, the conqueror of Normandy. Savagely powerful and poetic, this is a fascinating
depiction of an age of brutal battles, murder, sorcery and bitter family feuds. For more
than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the
English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a
global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines.
Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and
notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date
translations by award-winning translators.
For the first time in English, a catalog of the world through fourteenth-century Arab
eyes—a kind of Schott’s Miscellany for the Islamic Golden Age An astonishing record
of the knowledge of a civilization, The Ultimate Ambition in the Arts of Erudition
catalogs everything known to exist from the perspective of a fourteenth-century
Egyptian scholar and litterateur. More than 9,000 pages and thirty volumes—here
abridged to one volume, and translated into English for the first time—it contains
entries on everything from medieval moon-worshipping cults, sexual aphrodisiacs, and
the substance of clouds, to how to get the smell of alcohol off one’s breath, the
deliciousness of cheese made from buffalo milk, and the nesting habits of flamingos.
Similar works by Western authors, including Pliny’s Natural History and Diderot’s
Encyclopédie, have been available in English for centuries. This groundbreaking
translation of a remarkable Arabic text—expertly abridged and annotated—offers a
look at the world through the highly literary and impressively knowledgeable societies of
the classical Islamic world. Meticulously arranged and delightfully eclectic, it is a
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compendium to be treasured—a true monument of erudition. For more than seventy
years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the Englishspeaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global
bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines.
Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and
notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date
translations by award-winning translators.
The Book of John Mandeville has tended to be neglected by modern teachers and
scholars, yet this intriguing and copious work has much to offer the student of medieval
literature, history, and culture. [It] was a contemporary bestseller, providing readers
with exotic information about locales from Constantinople to China and about the
social and religious practices of peoples such as the Greeks, Muslims, and Brahmins.
The Book first appeared in the middle of the fourteenth century and by the next century
could be found in an extraordinary range of European languages: not only Latin,
French, German, English, and Italian, but also Czech, Danish, and Irish. Its wide
readership is also attested by the two hundred fifty to three hundred medieval
manuscripts that still survive today. Chaucer borrowed from it, as did the Gawain-poet
in the Middle English Cleanness, and its popularity continued long after the Middle
Ages.
Earliest surviving instance of sustained first-person travel narrative in Arabic. A
pioneering text of peerless historical and literary value. In its pages, we move north on a
diplomatic mission from Baghdad to the upper reaches of the Volga River in what is
now central Russia. In this colorful documentary from the tenth century, the enigmatic
Ibn Fadlan relates his experiences as part of an embassy sent by Caliph al-Muqtadir to
deliver political and religious instruction to the recently-converted King of the Bulghars.
During eleven months of grueling travel, Ibn Fadlan records the marvels he witnesses on
his journey, including an aurora borealis and the white nights of the North. Crucially,
he offers a description of the Viking Rus, including their customs, clothing, body
painting, and a striking account of a ship funeral. Together, these anecdotes illuminate
a vibrant world of diversity during the heyday of the Abbasid Empire, narrated with as
much curiosity and zeal as they were perceived by its observant beholder.
One Thousand and One Inventions
Two Arabic Travel Books
Into the Silent Land
Gentlemen of the Road
Eaters of the Dead
The Enduring Legacy of Muslim Civilization
Tracing the history of Asia between A.D. 700 and 1500, a
critical study describes the important influence of Asia's great
civilization on the West, as traveling merchants, scholars,
philosophers, and religious figures brought the wisdom of China
and the Middle East to medieval Europe during the Dark Ages.
In Munch, writer and artist Steffen Kverneland brings the story
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Online Library Ibn Fadlan And The Land Of Darkness Arab Travellers In The
Far North Penguin Classics
of one of the world's most influential painters to vivid life.
This extraordinary, inventive graphic novel uses text drawn
exclusively from the quotes of Edvard Munch and his
contemporaries. Filled with authenticity and life, Munch debunks
the familiar myth of the half-mad expressionist
painter--anguished, starving, and ill-treated--and draws out his
neglected sense of humor and optimism. Born out of a lifelong
fascination with Munch's life and work, Kverneland's seven-year
project is a landmark of graphic biography and the funniest,
most entertaining portrait yet of a complex man and the
pioneering artist behind The Scream.
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