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Judith Butler Bodies That Matter
2020 will mark thirty years since the first
publication of Judith Butler’s groundbreaking book, Gender Trouble. Here, and in
subsequent work, Butler argues that gender
and other forms of identity can best be
understood as performative acts. These acts
are what bring our subjectivities into
existence, enabling us to be recognized as
viable employable social beings, worthy of
rights, responsibilities and respect. The three
decades since the publication of Gender
Trouble have witnessed Butler become one of
the most widely cited and controversial
figures in contemporary feminist thinking.
While it is only in her most recent work that
Butler has engaged directly with themes such
as work and organization, her writing has
profound implications for thinking, and
acting, on the relationship between power,
recognition and organization. Whilst her
ideas have made important in-roads into
work, organization and gender studies that
are discussed here, there is considerable
scope to explore further avenues that her
concepts and theories open up. These inroads
and avenues are the focus of this book. Judith
Butler and Organization Theory makes a
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substantial contribution to the analysis of
gender, work and organization. It not only
covers central issues in Butler’s work, it also
offers a close reading of the complexities and
nuances in her thought. It does so by
‘reading’ Butler as a theorist of organization,
whose work resonates with scholars,
practitioners and activists concerned to
understand and engage with organizational
life, organization and organizing. Drawing
from a range of illustrative examples, the
book examines key texts or ‘moments’ in the
development of Butler’s writing to date,
positing her as a thinker concerned to
understand and address the ways in which our
most basic desire for recognition comes to be
organized within the context of contemporary
labour markets and workplaces. It examines
insights from Butler’s work, and the
philosophical ideas she draws on, considering
the impact of these on work, organization and
management studies thus far; it also explores
some of the many ways in which her thinking
might be mobilized in future, considering
what scope there is for a non-violent ethics of
organization, and for a (re)assembling of the
relationship between vulnerability and
resistance within and through organizational
politics.
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This classic work by one of the most
important philosophers and critics of our
time charts the genesis and trajectory of the
desiring subject from Hegel's formulation in
Phenomenology of Spirit to its appropriation
by Kojève, Hyppolite, Sartre, Lacan, Deleuze,
and Foucault. Judith Butler plots the French
reception of Hegel and the successive
challenges waged against his metaphysics and
view of the subject, all while revealing
ambiguities within his position. The result is
a sophisticated reconsideration of the postHegelian tradition that has predominated in
modern French thought, and her study
remains a provocative and timely intervention
in contemporary debates over the
unconscious, the powers of subjection, and
the subject.
With the publication of her highly acclaimed
and much-cited book Gender Trouble, Judith
Butler became one of the most influential
feminist theorists of her generation. Her
theory of gender performativity and her
writings on corporeality, on the injurious
capacity of language, on the vulnerability of
human life to violence and on the impact of
mourning on politics have, taken together,
comprised a substantial and highly original
body of work that has a wide and truly crossPage 3/28
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disciplinary appeal. In this lively book, Moya
Lloyd provides both a clear exposition and an
original critique of Butler's work. She
examines Butlers core ideas, traces the
development of her thought from her first
book to her most recent work, and assesses
Butlers engagements with the philosophies of
Hegel, Foucault, Derrida, Irigaray and de
Beauvoir, as well as addressing the nature
and impact of Butler's writing on feminist
theory. Throughout Lloyd is particularly
concerned to examine Butler's political
theory, including her critical interventions in
such contemporary political controversies as
those surrounding gay marriage, hate-speech,
human rights, and September 11 and its
aftermath. Judith Butler offers an accessible
and original contribution to existing debates
that will be an invaluable resource for
students and scholars alike.
Offering an account of the work and thought
of Judith Butler, this guide is meant for those
studying this pioneering thinker within the
context of sociology, cultural studies, literary
criticism, feminism, and philosophy. It
explores her contributions to gender theory,
and her impact on how the discipline of
gender studies has been shaped.
Theorizing Embodied Subjects in
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International Relations
Hegelian Reflections in Twentieth-Century
France
A Politics of the Performative
Antigone's Claim
Melancholic Freedom
When Is Life Grievable?
In 'Melancholic Freedom', the author
navigates the various dimensions of human
agency, exploring not only the current
cultural and ideological climate of agency,
but also the very core of agency itself.
This concise and accessible book is the
perfect introduction toBadiou’s thought.
Responding to Tarby’squestions, Badiou takes
us on a journey that interrogates andexplores
the four conditions of philosophy: politics,
love, art andscience. In all these domains,
events occur that bring to lightpossibilities
that were invisible or even unthinkable; they
proposesomething to us. Everything then
depends on how thepossibility opened up by
the event is grasped, elaborated andembedded
in the world – this is what Badiou calls
a‘truth procedure’. The event creates
apossibility but there then has to be an
effort – a groupeffort in the case of
politics, an individual effort in the case
oflove or art – for this possibility to
become real andinscribed in the world. As he
explains his thinking on politics, love, art
and science,Badiou takes stock of his major
Page 5/28

Download Ebook Judith Butler Bodies That Matter
works, reflects on their centralthemes and
arguments and looks forward to the questions
he plans toaddress in his future writings.
The book concludes with ashort introduction
to Badiou’s philosophy by Fabien Tarby. For
anyone wishing to understand the work of one
of the most widelyread and influential
philosophers writing today, this small
bookwill be an indispensable guide.
Since the publication of Gender Trouble in
1990, Judith Butler has revolutionised our
understanding of identities and the ways in
which they are constructed. This volume
examines her critical thought through key
texts, touching upon such issues as: * The
subject * Gender * Sex * Language * The
Psyche With clear discussions of the context
and impact of Butler's work and an extensive
guide to further reading, this book offers an
excellent introduction to one of the most
influential critical thinkers writing today.
"A rather perfect textbook at the right
level. It opens up issues of transgender very
well and is critical in just the right tone.
Much needed in media and cultural studies." Angela McRobbie, Goldsmiths Acknowledged as
one of the most influential thinkers of
modern times, an understanding of Judith
Butler's work is ever more essential to an
understanding of not just the landscape of
cultural and critical theory, but of the
world around us. Understanding Judith Butler,
however, can be perceived as a complex and
difficult undertaking. It needn't be. Using
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contemporary and topical examples from the
media, popular culture and everyday life,
this lively and accessible introduction shows
you how the issues, concepts and theories in
Butler's work function as socio-cultural
practices. Giving due consideration to
Butler's earlier and most recent work, and
showing how her ideas on subjectivity,
gender, sexuality and language overlap and
interrelate, this book will give you a better
understanding not only of Butler's work, but
of its applications to modern-day social and
cultural practices and contexts.
Judith Butler: Live Theory
Parting Ways
The Performative in the Political
The Body
Precarious Life
Bodies That Matter

In their most impassioned and personal book to date, Judith
Butler responds in this profound appraisal of post-9/11
America to the current US policies to wage perpetual war, and
calls for a deeper understanding of how mourning and
violence might instead inspire solidarity and a quest for global
justice.
The celebrated author of Gender Trouble here redefines
Antigone's legacy, recovering her revolutionary significance
and liberating it for a progressive feminism and sexual politics.
Butler's new interpretation does nothing less than
reconceptualize the incest taboo in relation to kinship—and
open up the concept of kinship to cultural change. Antigone,
the renowned insurgent from Sophocles's Oedipus, has long
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been a feminist icon of defiance. But what has remained
unclear is whether she escapes from the forms of power that
she opposes. Antigone proves to be a more ambivalent figure
for feminism than has been acknowledged, since the form of
defiance she exemplifies also leads to her death. Butler argues
that Antigone represents a form of feminist and sexual agency
that is fraught with risk. Moreover, Antigone shows how the
constraints of normative kinship unfairly decide what will and
will not be a livable life. Butler explores the meaning of
Antigone, wondering what forms of kinship might have
allowed her to live. Along the way, she considers the works of
such philosophers as Hegel, Lacan, and Irigaray. How, she
asks, would psychoanalysis have been different if it had taken
Antigone—the "postoedipal" subject—rather than Oedipus as its
point of departure? If the incest taboo is reconceived so that it
does not mandate heterosexuality as its solution, what forms of
sexual alliance and new kinship might be acknowledged as a
result? The book relates the courageous deeds of Antigone to
the claims made by those whose relations are still not honored
as those of proper kinship, showing how a culture of
normative heterosexuality obstructs our capacity to see what
sexual freedom and political agency could be.
Dispossession describes the condition of those who have lost
land, citizenship, property, and a broader belonging to the
world. This thought-provoking book seeks to elaborate our
understanding of dispossession outside of the conventional
logic of possession, a hallmark of capitalism, liberalism, and
humanism. Can dispossession simultaneously characterize
political responses and opposition to the disenfranchisement
associated with unjust dispossession of land, economic and
political power, and basic conditions for living? In the context
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of neoliberal expropriation of labor and livelihood,
dispossession opens up a performative condition of being both
affected by injustice and prompted to act. From the uprisings
in the Middle East and North Africa to the anti-neoliberal
gatherings at Puerta del Sol, Syntagma and Zucchotti Park, an
alternative political and affective economy of bodies in public
is being formed. Bodies on the street are precarious - exposed
to police force, they are also standing for, and opposing, their
dispossession. These bodies insist upon their collective
standing, organize themselves without and against hierarchy,
and refuse to become disposable: they demand regard. This
book interrogates the agonistic and open-ended corporeality
and conviviality of the crowd as it assembles in cities to
protest political and economic dispossession through a
performative dispossession of the sovereign subject and its
propriety.
Judith Butler follows Edward Said's late suggestion that
through a consideration of Palestinian dispossession in relation
to Jewish diasporic traditions a new ethos can be forged for a
one-state solution. Butler engages Jewish philosophical
positions to articulate a critique of political Zionism and its
practices of illegitimate state violence, nationalism, and statesponsored racism. At the same time, she moves beyond
communitarian frameworks, including Jewish ones, that fail to
arrive at a radical democratic notion of political cohabitation.
Butler engages thinkers such as Edward Said, Emmanuel
Levinas, Hannah Arendt, Primo Levi, Martin Buber, Walter
Benjamin, and Mahmoud Darwish as she articulates a new
political ethic. In her view, it is as important to dispute Israel's
claim to represent the Jewish people as it is to show that a
narrowly Jewish framework cannot suffice as a basis for an
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ultimate critique of Zionism. She promotes an ethical position
in which the obligations of cohabitation do not derive from
cultural sameness but from the unchosen character of social
plurality. Recovering the arguments of Jewish thinkers who
offered criticisms of Zionism or whose work could be used for
such a purpose, Butler disputes the specific charge of antiSemitic self-hatred often leveled against Jewish critiques of
Israel. Her political ethic relies on a vision of cohabitation that
thinks anew about binationalism and exposes the limits of a
communitarian framework to overcome the colonial legacy of
Zionism. Her own engagements with Edward Said and
Mahmoud Darwish form an important point of departure and
conclusion for her engagement with some key forms of
thought derived in part from Jewish resources, but always in
relation to the non-Jew. Butler considers the rights of the
dispossessed, the necessity of plural cohabitation, and the
dangers of arbitrary state violence, showing how they can be
extended to a critique of Zionism, even when that is not their
explicit aim. She revisits and affirms Edward Said's late
proposals for a one-state solution within the ethos of
binationalism. Butler's startling suggestion: Jewish ethics not
only demand a critique of Zionism, but must transcend its
exclusive Jewishness in order to realize the ethical and
political ideals of living together in radical democracy.
Butler Matters
Feminism and the Subversion of Identity
Bodily Citations
Understanding Judith Butler
Jewishness and the Critique of Zionism
First Published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor
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& Francis, an informa company.
"Unbearable Weight is brilliant. From an immensely
knowledgeable feminist perspective, in engaging,
jargonless (!) prose, Bordo analyzes a whole range of
issues connected to the body—weight and weight loss,
exercise, media images, movies, advertising, anorexia and
bulimia, and much more—in a way that makes sense of
our current social landscape—finally! This is a great book
for anyone who wonders why women's magazines are
always describing delicious food as 'sinful' and why there
is a cake called Death by Chocolate. Loved it!"—Katha
Pollitt, Nation columnist and author of Subject to Debate:
Sense and Dissents on Women, Politics, and Culture (2001)
“Judith Butler is the most creative and courageous social
theorist writing today." – Cornel West “Judith Butler is
quite simply one of the most probing, challenging, and
influential thinkers of our time.” – J. M. Bernstein Judith
Butler’s new book shows how an ethic of nonviolence must
be connected to a broader political struggle for social
equality. Further, it argues that nonviolence is often
misunderstood as a passive practice that emanates from a
calm region of the soul, or as an individualist ethical
relation to existing forms of power. But, in fact,
nonviolence is an ethical position found in the midst of the
political field. An aggressive form of nonviolence accepts
that hostility is part of our psychic constitution, but values
ambivalence as a way of checking the conversion of
aggression into violence. One contemporary challenge to a
politics of nonviolence points out that there is a difference
of opinion on what counts as violence and nonviolence. The
distinction between them can be mobilized in the service of
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ratifying the state’s monopoly on violence. Considering
nonviolence as an ethical problem within a political
philosophy requires a critique of individualism as well as
an understanding of the psychosocial dimensions of
violence. Butler draws upon Foucault, Fanon, Freud, and
Benjamin to consider how the interdiction against violence
fails to include lives regarded as ungrievable. By
considering how “racial phantasms” inform justifications
of state and administrative violence, Butler tracks how
violence is often attributed to those who are most severely
exposed to its lethal effects. The struggle for nonviolence is
found in movements for social transformation that
reframe the grievability of lives in light of social equality
and whose ethical claims follow from an insight into the
interdependency of life as the basis of social and political
equality.
Bodies That MatterOn the Discursive Limits of
"Sex"Routledge
Frames of War
Agency and the Spirit of Politics
Kinship Between Life and Death
Dispossession
Bodies That Still Matter
Philosophy and the Event
Since its initial publication in 1990,
this book has become a key work of
contemporary feminist theory, and an
essential work for anyone interested in
the study of gender, queer theory, or the
politics of sexuality in culture. This is
the text where the author began to advance
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the ideas that would go on to take life as
"performativity theory," as well as some
of the first articulations of the
possibility for subversive gender
practices. Overall, this book offers a
powerful critique of heteronormativity and
of the function of gender in the modern
world.
This book brings together a group of
Judith Butler’s philosophical essays
written over two decades that elaborate
her reflections on the roles of the
passions in subject formation through an
engagement with Hegel, Kierkegaard,
Descartes, Spinoza, Malebranche, MerleauPonty, Freud, Irigaray, and Fanon. Drawing
on her early work on Hegelian desire and
her subsequent reflections on the psychic
life of power and the possibility of selfnarration, this book considers how
passions such as desire, rage, love, and
grief are bound up with becoming a subject
within specific historical fields of
power. Butler shows in different
philosophical contexts how the self that
seeks to make itself finds itself already
affected and formed against its will by
social and discursive powers. And yet,
agency and action are not necessarily
nullified by this primary impingement.
Primary sense impressions register this
Page 13/28

Download Ebook Judith Butler Bodies That Matter
dual situation of being acted on and
acting, countering the idea that acting
requires one to overcome the situation of
being affected by others and the
linguistic and social world. This dual
structure of sense sheds light on the
desire to live, the practice and peril of
grieving, embodied resistance, love, and
modes of enthrallment and dispossession.
Working with theories of embodiment,
desire, and relationality in conversation
with philosophers as diverse as Hegel,
Spinoza, Descartes, Merleau-Ponty, Freud,
and Fanon, Butler reanimates and revises
her basic propositions concerning the
constitution and deconstitution of the
subject within fields of power, taking up
key issues of gender, sexuality, and race
in several analyses. Taken together, these
essays track the development of Butler’s
embodied account of ethical relations.
In this highly-acclaimed subversive book,
Butler examines the `trouble' with
unproblematized appeals to sex/gender
identities. A seminal text for gender
studies.
Judith Butler's Gender Trouble is a
perfect example of creative thinking. The
book redefines feminism's struggle against
patriarchy as part of a much broader
issue: the damaging effects of all our
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assumptions about gender and identity.
Looking at the factionalism of
contemporary (1980s) feminism, Butler saw
a movement split by identity politics.
Riven by arguments over what it meant to
be a women, over sexuality, and over class
and race, feminism was falling prey to
internal problems of identity, and was
failing to move towards broader solidarity
with other liberation movements such as
LGBT. Butler turned these issues on their
head by questioning the basis that
supposedly fundamental and fixed
identities such as 'masculine/feminine' or
'straight/gay' actually have. Tracing
these binary definitions back to the
binary nature of human anatomy
('male/female'), she argues that there is
no necessary link between our anatomies
and our identities. Subjecting a wide
range of evidence from philosophy,
cultural theory, anthropology, psychology
and anthropology to a renewed search for
meaning, Butler shows both that sex
(biology) and gender (identity) are
separate, and that even biological sex is
not simplistically either/or male/female.
Separating our biology from identity then
allows her to argue that, while categories
such as 'masculine/feminine/straight/gay'
are real, they are not necessary; rather,
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they are the product of society's
assumptions, and the constant reproduction
of those assumptions by everyone around
us. That opens up some small hope for
change: a hope that - 25 years after
Gender Trouble's publication - is having a
huge impact on societies and politics
across the world.
The Judith Butler Reader
The Psychic Life of Power
Excitable Speech
The Powers of Mourning and Violence
Notes Toward a Performative Theory of
Assembly
Unbearable Weight

This volume collects the notable published book
reviews of Martha C. Nussbaum, an acclaimed
philosopher who is also a professor of law and a
public intellectual. Her academic work focuses
on questions of moral and political philosophy
and on the nature of the emotions. But over the
past 25 years she has also written many book
reviews for a general public, in periodicals such
as The New Republic and The New York Review
of Books. Dating from 1986 to the present, these
essays engage, constructively and also critically,
with authors like Roger Scruton, Allan Bloom,
Charles Taylor, Judith Butler, Richard Posner,
Catharine MacKinnon, Susan Moller Okin, and
other prominent intellectuals of our time.
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Throughout, her views defy ideological
predictability, heralding valuable work from littleknown sources, deftly criticizing where criticism
is due, and generally providing a compelling
picture of how philosophy in the Socratic
tradition can engage with broad social concerns.
For this volume, Nussbaum provides an
intriguing introduction that explains her
selection and provides her view of the role of the
public philosopher.
#MeToo has sparked a global re-emergence of
sexual violence activism and politics. This edited
collection uses the #MeToo movement as a
starting point for interrogating contemporary
debates in anti-sexual violence activism and
justice-seeking. It draws together 19 accessible
chapters from academics, practitioners, and
sexual violence activists across the globe to
provide diverse, critical, and nuanced
perspectives on the broader implications of the
movement. It taps into wider conversations
about the nature, history, and complexities of
anti-rape and anti-sexual harassment politics,
including the limitations of the movement
including in the global South. It features both
internationally recognised and emerging
academics from across the fields of criminology,
media and communications, film studies, gender
and queer studies, and law and will appeal
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broadly to the academic community, activists,
and beyond.
International Relations, in both theory and
practice, has been increasingly concerned with a
proliferation of modes of violence that use,
target, and construct bodies in complex ways
that challenge notions of security. The central
argument of this work is that the bodies that
practices of violence take as their object are
deeply unnatural bodies, constituted in reference
to historical political conditions as well as acting
upon our world.
"Volatile Bodies demonstrates that the sexually
specific body is socially constructed: biology or
nature is inherently social and has no pure or
natural 'origin' outside culture. Being the raw
material of social and cultural organization, it is
subject to the endless rewriting and inscription
that constitute all sign systems. Grosz
demonstrates that the theories of, among others,
Freud and Lacan theorize a male body. She then
turns to corporeal experiences unique to
women--menstruation, pregnancy, childbirth,
lactation, menopause--to lay the groundwork for
new theories of sexed corporeality."--Back cover.
Theories in Subjection
A Reader
Judith Butler
Gender Trouble
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Reviews 1986-2011
Giving an Account of Oneself

The body has become an increasingly significant concept in
recent years and this Reader offers a stimulating overview
of the main topics, perspectives and theories surrounding
the issue. This broad consideration of the body presents an
engagement with a range of social concerns, from the
processes of racialization to the vagaries of fashion and
performance art, enacted as surgery on the body.
Individual sections cover issues such as: the body and
social (dis)order bodies and identities bodily norms bodies
in health and dis-ease bodies and technologies. Containing
an extensive critical introduction, contributions from key
figures such as Butler, Sedgwick, Martin Scheper-Huges,
Haraway and Gilroy, and a series of introductions
summarizing each section, this Reader offers students a
valuable practical guide and a thorough grounding in the
fascinating topic of the body.
The Judith Butler Reader is a collection of writings that
span her impressive career and trace her intellectual
history. Judith Butler, author of influential books such as
Gender Trouble, has built her international reputation as a
theorist of power, gender, sexuality and identity Organized
in active collaboration between Judith Butler and Sara
Salih Collects together writings that span Butler’s
impressive career as a critical philosopher, including
selections from both well-known and lesser-known works
Includes an introduction and editorial material to assist
students in their readings of theories that stand at the
forefront of contemporary theoretical and political debates
Since the appearance of her early-career bestseller Gender
Trouble in 1990, American philosopher Judith Butler is one
of the most influential (and at times controversial) thinkers
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in academia. Her work addresses numerous socially
pertinent topics such as gender normativity, political
speech, media representations of war, and the democratic
power of assembling bodies. The volume Bodies That Still
Matter: Resonances of the Work of Judith Butler brings
together essays from scholars across academic disciplines
who apply, reflect on, and further Butler's ideas to their
own research. It includes a new essay by Butler herself,
from which it takes its title. Organized around four key
themes in Butler's scholarship - performativity, speech,
precarity, and assembly - the volume offers an excellent
introduction to the contemporary relevance of Butler's
thinking, a multi-perspectival approach to key topics of
contemporary critical theory, and a testimony to the
vibrant interdisciplinary discourses characterizing much of
today's humanities' research.
‘When we claim to have been injured by language, what
kind of claim do we make?’ - Judith Butler, Excitable
Speech Excitable Speech is widely hailed as a tour de force
and one of Judith Butler’s most important books.
Examining in turn debates about hate speech, pornography
and gayness within the US military, Butler argues that
words can wound and linguistic violence is its own kind of
violence. Yet she also argues that speech is ‘excitable’ and
fluid, because its effects often are beyond the control of the
speaker, shaped by fantasy, context and power structures.
In a novel and courageous move, she urges caution
concerning the use of legislation to restrict and censor
speech, especially in cases where injurious language is
taken up by aesthetic practices to diminish and oppose the
injury, such as in rap and popular music. Although speech
can insult and demean, it is also a form of recognition and
may be used to talk back; injurious speech can reinforce
power structures, but it can also repeat power in ways that
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separate language from its injurious power. Skillfully
showing how language’s oppositional power resides in its
insubordinate and dynamic nature and its capacity to
appropriate and defuse words that usually wound, Butler
also seeks to account for why some clearly hateful speech
is taken to be iconic of free speech, while other forms are
more easily submitted to censorship. In light of current
debates between advocates of freedom of speech and ‘no
platform’ and cancel culture, the message of Excitable
Speech remains more relevant now than ever. This
Routledge Classics edition includes a new Preface by the
author, where she considers speech and language in the
context contemporary forms of political polarization.
#MeToo and the Politics of Social Change
Philosophical Interventions
Bodies of Violence
Subjects of Desire
On the Discursive Limits of "Sex"
An Ethico-Political Bind

Undoing Gender constitutes Judith Butler's recent
reflections on gender and sexuality, focusing on
new kinship, psychoanalysis and the incest taboo,
transgender, intersex, diagnostic categories,
social violence, and the tasks of social
transformation. In terms that draw from feminist
and queer theory, Butler considers the norms that
govern--and fail to govern--gender and sexuality
as they relate to the constraints on recognizable
personhood. The book constitutes a
reconsideration of her earlier view on gender
performativity from Gender Trouble. In this work,
the critique of gender norms is clearly situated
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within the framework of human persistence and
survival. And to "do" one's gender in certain ways
sometimes implies "undoing" dominant notions of
personhood. She writes about the "New Gender
Politics" that has emerged in recent years, a
combination of movements concerned with
transgender, transsexuality, intersex, and their
complex relations to feminist and queer theory.
Judith Butler elucidates the dynamics of public
assembly under prevailing economic and political
conditions. Understanding assemblies as plural
forms of performative action, she extends her
theory of performativity to show why
precarity—destruction of the conditions of
livability—is a galvanizing force and theme in
today’s highly visible protests.
Judith Butler's work on gender, sexuality, identity,
and the body has proved massively influential
across a range of academic disciplines in the
humanities and social sciences. Yet it is also
notoriously difficult to access. This key book
provides a comprehensive introduction to Butler's
work, plus a critical examination of it and its
precursors, both feminist (including Simone de
Beauvoir, Monique Wittig, Julia Kristeva and Luce
Irigaray), and non-feminist (including Erving
Goffman, Michel Foucault, Jacques Lacan, and
Jacques Derrida). The volume covers such topics
as: gender as performance and performativity
sociological notions of performance the
materiality of the body and the role of biology
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power, identity and social regulation subjectivity,
agency and feminist political practice. A
comprehensive introduction to Butler’s work, this
book also covers melancholia and gender
identity, hate speech, pornography and 'race',
social change and transformation, and Butler’s
shifting relation to psychoanalysis. Clearly laid
out to cover key themes for a student audience,
this text will be an essential read for
undergraduates in the fields of gender,
psychoanalysis and sociology.
A collection of work by leading feminist scholars,
engaging with the question of the political status
of poststructuralism within feminism, and
affirming the contemporary debate over theory as
politically rich and consequential.
Feminists Theorize the Political
Sexual Politics, Social Change and the Power of
the Performative
Senses of the Subject
From Norms to Politics
Religion and Judith Butler
Resonances of the Work of Judith Butler
What does it mean to lead a moral life? In her
first extended study of moral philosophy, Judith
Butler offers a provocative outline for a new
ethical practice—one responsive to the need for
critical autonomy and grounded in a new sense
of the human subject. Butler takes as her
starting point one’s ability to answer the
questions “What have I done?” and “What
ought I to do?” She shows that these question
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can be answered only by asking a prior
question, “Who is this ‘I’ who is under an
obligation to give an account of itself and to act
in certain ways?” Because I find that I cannot
give an account of myself without accounting
for the social conditions under which I emerge,
ethical reflection requires a turn to social
theory. In three powerfully crafted and lucidly
written chapters, Butler demonstrates how
difficult it is to give an account of oneself, and
how this lack of self-transparency and
narratibility is crucial to an ethical
understanding of the human. In brilliant
dialogue with Adorno, Levinas, Foucault, and
other thinkers, she eloquently argues the
limits, possibilities, and dangers of
contemporary ethical thought. Butler offers a
critique of the moral self, arguing that the
transparent, rational, and continuous ethical
subject is an impossible construct that seeks to
deny the specificity of what it is to be human.
We can know ourselves only incompletely, and
only in relation to a broader social world that
has always preceded us and already shaped us
in ways we cannot grasp. If inevitably we are
partially opaque to ourselves, how can giving
an account of ourselves define the ethical act?
And doesn’t an ethical system that holds us
impossibly accountable for full self-knowledge
and self-consistency inflict a kind of psychic
violence, leading to a culture of selfberatement and cruelty? How does the turn to
social theory offer us a chance to understand
the specifically social character of our own
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unknowingness about ourselves? In this
invaluable book, by recasting ethics as a
project in which being ethical means becoming
critical of norms under which we are asked to
act, but which we can never fully choose, Butler
illuminates what it means for us as “fallible
creatures” to create and share an ethics of
vulnerability, humility, and ethical
responsiveness.
In Bodies That Matter, Judith Butler further
develops her distinctive theory of gender by
examining the workings of power at the most
"material" dimensions of sex and sexuality.
Deepening the inquiries she began in Gender
Trouble, Butler offers an original reformulation
of the materiality of bodies, examining how the
power of heterosexual hegemony forms the
"matter" of bodies, sex, and gender. Butler
argues that power operates to constrain "sex"
from the start, delimiting what counts as a
viable sex. She offers a clarification of the
notion of "performativity" introduced in Gender
Trouble and explores the meaning of a
citational politics. The text includes readings of
Plato, Irigaray, Lacan, and Freud on the
formation of materiality and bodily boundaries;
"Paris is Burning," Nella Larsen's "Passing," and
short stories by Willa Cather; along with a
reconsideration of "performativity" and politics
in feminist, queer, and radical democratic
theory.
In such works as Gender Trouble and Bodies
That Matter Judith Butler broke new ground in
understanding the construction and
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performance of identities. While Butler's
writings have been crucial and often
controversial in the development of feminist
and queer theory, Bodily Citations is the first
anthology centered on applying her theories to
religion. In this collection scholars in
anthropology, biblical studies, theology, ethics,
and ritual studies use Butler's work to
investigate a variety of topics in biblical,
Islamic, Buddhist, and Christian traditions. The
authors shed new light on Butler's ideas and
highlight their ethical and political import. They
also broaden the scope of religious studies as
they bring it into conversation with feminist
and queer theory. Subjects discussed include
the woman's mosque movement in Cairo, the
ordination of women in the Catholic Church, the
possibility of queer ethics, religious ritual, and
biblical constructions of sexuality. Contributors
include: Karen Trimble Alliaume, Lewis
University; Teresa Hornsby, Drury University;
Amy Hollywood, Harvard Divinity School;
Christina Hutchins, Pacific School of Religion;
Saba Mahmood, University of California,
Berkeley; Susanne Mrozik, Mount Holyoke
College; Claudia Schippert, University of Central
Florida; Rebecca Schneider, Brown University;
Ken Stone, Chicago Theological Seminary
Judith Butler's new book considers the way in
which psychic life is generated by the social
operation of power, and how that social
operation of power is concealed and fortified by
the psyche that it produces. It combines social
theory, philosophy, and psychoanalysis in novel
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ways, and offers a more sustained analysis of
the theory of subject formation implicit in her
previous books.
Judith Butler's Impact on Feminist and Queer
Studies
Judith Butler and Organization Theory
The Force of Nonviolence
Volatile Bodies
Toward a Corporeal Feminism
Feminism, Western Culture, and the Body

In Frames of War, Judith Butler explores the media’s
portrayal of state violence, a process integral to the way
in which the West wages modern war. This portrayal has
saturated our understanding of human life, and has led to
the exploitation and abandonment of whole peoples, who
are cast as existential threats rather than as living
populations in need of protection. These people are
framed as already lost, to imprisonment, unemployment
and starvation, and can easily be dismissed. In the
twisted logic that rationalizes their deaths, the loss of
such populations is deemed necessary to protect the
lives of ‘the living.’ This disparity, Butler argues, has
profound implications for why and when we feel horror,
outrage, guilt, loss and righteous indifference, both in the
context of war and, increasingly, everyday life. This book
discerns the resistance to the frames of war in the context
of the images from Abu Ghraib, the poetry from
Guantanamo, recent European policy on immigration and
Islam, and debates on normativity and non-violence. In
this urgent response to ever more dominant methods of
coercion, violence and racism, Butler calls for a reconceptualization of the Left, one that brokers cultural
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difference and cultivates resistance to the illegitimate and
arbitrary effects of state violence and its vicissitudes.
Since the 1990 publication of Gender Trouble, Judith
Butler has had a profound influence on how we
understand gender and sexuality, corporeal politics, and
political action both within and outside the academy. This
collection, which considers not only Gender Trouble but
also Bodies That Matter, Excitable Speech, and The
Psychic Life of Power, attests to the enormous impact
Butler's work has had across disciplines. In analyzing
Butler's theories, the contributors demonstrate their
relevance to a wide range of topics and fields, including
activism, archaeology, film, literature, pedagogy, and
theory. Included is a two-part interview with Judith Butler
herself, in which she responds to questions about queer
theory, the relationship between her work and that of
other gender theorists, and the political impact of her
ideas. In addition to the editors, contributors include
Edwina Barvosa-Carter, Robert Alan Brookey, Kirsten
Campbell, Angela Failler, Belinda Johnston, Rosemary A.
Joyce, Vicki Kirby, Diane Helene Miller, Mena Mitrano,
Elizabeth M. Perry, Frederick S. Roden, and Natalie
Wilson.
Undoing Gender
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