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Lenin A Biography Robert Service Xingouore
The first history of modern Russia from 1991 to the present day by one of the leading historians of the 20th century
USSR and Russia. In 1991, in a huge experiment with a people and in a state of euphoria, Boris Yeltsin abolished the
USSR and recreated the Russian nation. At the point of its declaration is was in a state of economic and social disarray
and yet there were high hopes. Hopes which have subsequently been dashed. Robert Service brings to bear his vast
knowledge of the people and the country to put the recent upheavals into context and he shows that not everything
changed for the worst 1991. The Gorbachev years have allowed the Russian people to give a priority to living a private
life and shutting the door on the state. They could think what they liked. The could enjoy intellectual and religious
freedom, and indulge in recreations their income would allow. Gays and Lesbians could come 'out'. The Youth culture
could finally be loosed from contraints. This is a broad political, social and cultural history of one of the newest nations
ever to be formed.
A riveting account of the last eighteen months of Tsar Nicholas II's life and reign from one of the finest Russian historians
writing today. In March 1917, Nicholas II, the last Tsar of All the Russias, abdicated and the dynasty that had ruled an
empire for three hundred years was forced from power by revolution. Now, on the hundredth anniversary of that
revolution, Robert Service, the eminent historian of Russia, examines Nicholas's life and thought from the months before
his momentous abdication to his death, with his family, in Ekaterinburg in July 1918. The story has been told many times,
but Service's deep understanding of the period and his forensic examination of previously untapped sources, including
the Tsar's diaries and recorded conversations, as well as the testimonies of the official inquiry, shed remarkable new light
on his troubled reign, also revealing the kind of Russia that Nicholas wanted to emerge from the Great War. The Last of
the Tsars is a masterful study of a man who was almost entirely out of his depth, perhaps even willfully so. It is also a
compelling account of the social, economic and political ferment in Russia that followed the February Revolution, the
Bolshevik seizure of power in October 1917 and the beginnings of Lenin's Soviet socialist republic.
The final volume of Robert Service's major trilogy on Lenin's political life takes the account from the Brest-Litovsk Treaty
of 1918 to the Bolshevik leader's death in 1924. Attention is paid to the military, political and economic conditions as they
changed; to the internal pressures of the party's politics; to ideological imperatives; and to one man's reaction to events
and situations he had only imperfectly anticipated. The volume incorporates not only the post-1985 documentary
revelations but also the results of the author's searches in the Moscow archives since 1991.
The early years of Bolshevik rule were marked by dynamic interaction between Russia and the West. These years of civil
war in Russia were years when the West strove to understand the new communist regime while also seeking to
undermine it. Meanwhile, the Bolsheviks tried to spread their revolution across Europe at the same time they were
seeking trade agreements that might revive their collapsing economy. This book tells the story of these complex
interactions in detail, revealing that revolutionary Russia was shaped not only by Lenin and Trotsky, but by an
extraordinary miscellany of people: spies and commissars, certainly, but also diplomats, reporters, and dissidents, as well
as intellectuals, opportunistic businessmen, and casual travelers. This is the story of these characters: everyone from the
ineffectual but perfectly positioned Somerset Maugham to vain writers and revolutionary sympathizers whose love affairs
were as dangerous as their politics. Through this sharply observed exposé of conflicting loyalties, we get a very vivid
sense of how diverse the shades of Western and Eastern political opinion were during these years.
Comrades
The Age of Social Catastrophe
Spies and Commissars
The Russian Revolution, 1900-1927
An Intellectual Biography
From the award-winning historian and biographer of Lenin, Stalin and Trotsky, a break-out book about the early years of Soviet Russia In the
immediate aftermath of the Revolution, the Western powers were anxious to prevent the spread of Bolshevism across Europe. Lenin and
Trotsky were equally anxious that the Communist vision they were busy introducing in Russia should do just that. But neither side knew
anything about the other. The revolution and Russia's withdrawal from the First World War had ensured a diplomatic exodus from Moscow and
the usual routes to vital information had been closed off. Into this void stepped an extraordinary collection of opportunists, journalists and spies
- sometimes indeed journalists who were spies and vice versa: in Moscow Britain's Arthur Ransome, the American John Reed and Sidney
Reilly - "Ace of Spies" - all traded information and brokered deals between Russia and the West; in Berlin, Paris and London, the likes of
Maxim Litvinov, Adolf Ioffe and Kamenev tried to infiltrate the political elite and influence foreign policy to the Bolshevik's advantage. Robert
Service, acclaimed historian and one of our finest commentators on matters Soviet, turns his meticulous eye to this ragtag group of people and,
with narrative flair and impeccable research, reveals one of the great untold stories of the twentieth century.
Drawing on a wealth of unexplored material - available for the first time since the collapse of the former Soviet Union - Robert Service's
biography of Stalin is the most authoritative yet published. It concentrates not simply on Stalin as dedicated bureaucrat or serial political killer,
but on a fuller assessment of his formative interactions in Georgia, his youthful revolutionary activism, his relationship with Lenin, with his
family, and with his party members. 'This is effectively the first full biography since perestroika to encompass the economic, political,
diplomatic, military, administrative and, above all, ideological dimensions, as well as the personal aspects of Stalin's colossal life ... Gritty and
unshowy, but enlightened by Service's compelling characterisation, magisterial analysis and dry wit, this outstanding biography of lightly worn
authority, wide research and superb intuition will be read for decades' Simon Sebag Montefiore, author of STALIN: The Court of the Red Tsar
Sunday Times
The special assistant to Boris Yeltsin radically alters the traditional image of Lenin with a biography based on secret Soviet archives, revealing
the Founding Father as a cruel, totalitarian leader who was responsible for the worst excesses of the Soviet state.
A narrative drawing upon primary sources focuses upon the political and economic history of Russia from 1900 through 1997
A Revolutionary Life
Passage to Revolution
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Volume 3: The Iron Ring
A History of Twentieth-century Russia
Lenin

Victor Sebestyen's riveting biography of Vladimir Ilyich Lenin--the first major biography in English in nearly two
decades--is not only a political examination of one of the most important historical figures of the twentieth century but
also a fascinating portrait of Lenin the man. Brought up in comfort and with a passion for hunting and fishing, chess, and
the English classics, Lenin was radicalized after the execution of his brother in 1887. Sebestyen traces the story from
Lenin's early years to his long exile in Europe and return to Petrograd in 1917 to lead the first Communist revolution in
history. Uniquely, Sebestyen has discovered that throughout Lenin's life his closest relationships were with his mother,
his sisters, his wife, and his mistress. The long-suppressed story told here of the love triangle that Lenin had with his
wife, Nadezhda Krupskaya, and his beautiful, married mistress and comrade, Inessa Armand, reveals a more complicated
character than that of the coldly one-dimensional leader of the Bolshevik Revolution. With Lenin's personal papers and
those of other leading political figures now available, Sebestyen gives is new details that bring to life the dramatic and
gripping story of how Lenin seized power in a coup and ran his revolutionary state. The product of a violent, tyrannical,
and corrupt Russia, he chillingly authorized the deaths of thousands of people and created a system based on the idea
that political terror against opponents was justified for a greater ideal. An old comrade what had once admired him said
that Lenin "desired the good . . . but created evil." This included his invention of Stalin, who would take Lenin's system of
the gulag and the secret police to horrifying new heights. In Lenin, Victor Sebestyen has written a brilliant portrait of this
dictator as a complex and ruthless figure, and he also brings to light important new revelations about the Russian
Revolution, a pivotal point in modern history. (With 16 pages of black-and-white photographs)
Almost two decades after the collapse of communism in Eastern Europe and the USSR, leading historian Robert Service
examines the history of communism throughout the world. Comrades! moves from Marx and Lenin to Mao and Castro
and beyond to trace communism from its beginnings to the present day. Offering vivid portraits of the protagonists and
decisive events in communist history, Service looks not only at the high politics of communist regimes but also at the
social conditions that led millions to support communism in so many countries. After outlining communism's origins
with Marx and Engels and its first success with Lenin and the Russian Revolution in 1917, Service examines the Soviet
bloc, long-lasting regimes like Yugoslavia and Cuba, the Chinese revolution, the spread of communism in Asia, Africa,
and Latin America, and the international links among the hundreds of parties. He covers communism's organization and
ideology as well as its general appeal. He looks at abortive communist revolutions and at the ineffectual parties in the
United States and elsewhere. Service offers a human view of the story as well as a global analysis. His uncomfortable
conclusion--and an important message for the twenty-first century--is that although communism in its original form is
now dying or dead, the poverty and injustice that enabled its rise are still dangerously alive. Unsettling and compellingly
written, Comrades! is the most comprehensive study of one of the most important movements of the modern world.
In Kremlin Winter, Robert Service, acclaimed biographer of Lenin, Stalin and Trotsky and one of the finest historians of
modern Russia, brings his deep understanding of that country to bear on the man who leads it. 'One of our most
accomplished, erudite and prolific historians of modern Russia.' – Rodric Braithwaite, New Statesman Vladimir Putin has
dominated Russian politics since Boris Yeltsin relinquished the presidency in his favour in May 2000. He served two
terms as president, before himself relinquishing the post to his prime minister, Dimitri Medvedev, only to return to
presidential power for a third time in 2012. Putin’s rule, whether as president or prime minister, has been marked by a
steady increase in domestic repression and international assertiveness. Despite this, there have been signs of liberal
growth and Putin – and Russia – now faces a far from certain future. Robert Service reveals a premier who cannot take
his supremacy for granted, yet is determined to impose his will not only on his closest associates but on society at large.
Kremlin Winter is a riveting insight into power politics as Russia faces a blizzard of difficulties both at home and abroad.
'A masterful portrait of Putin and Russia' – Jack Coleman, Daily Telegraph
Traces the history of communism from its earliest origins to the present day, profiling the key individuals and events that
shaped communism, describing the contributions of Marx and Engels, the Russian and Chinese Revolutions, the rise of
the Soviet bloc, the spread of communism, its ideology and organization, and its collapse in Eastern Europe and the
USSR.
The Early Years of the Russian Revolution
Kremlin Winter
Reminiscences of Lenin
What is to be Done?
A HISTORY OF MODERN RUSSIA
Lenin is a colossal figure whose influence on twentieth-century history cannot be
underestimated. Robert Service has written a calmly authoritative biography on this seemingly
unknowable figure. Making use of recently opened archives, he has been able to piece together
the private as well as the public life, giving the first complete picture of Lenin. This
biography simultaneously provides an account of one of the greatest turning points in modern
history. Through the prism of Lenin's career, Service examines events such as the October
Revolution and the ideas of Marxism-Leninism, the one-party state, economic modernisation,
dictatorship, and the politics of inter-war Europe. In discovering the origins of the USSR, he
casts light on the nature of the state and society which Lenin left behind and which have not
entirely disappeared after the collapse of the Soviet regime in 1991. 'Immensely scholarly but
also vivid and readable. This is a splendid book, much the best that I have ever read about
Lenin ...I was overwhelmed by the power and vividness of this portrait.' Dominic Lieven, Sunday
Telegraph 'He has managed skilfully to depict the surreal life of an obsessive, brilliant and
stubborn individual' Guardian 'Lenin's life was politics, but Service has succeeded in keeping
Lenin the man in focus throughout . . . This book deserves a place among the best studies of one
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of the most fascinating figures in modern history' Harold Shukman, The Times
Robert Service here presents a comprehensive overview of 20th-century Russian history that
treats the years from 1917 to 2000 as a single period and analyses the peculiar mixture of
political, economic and social ingredients that made up the Soviet compound.
Traces the dramatic power struggle between the Bolsheviks and the West at the dawn of the
Russian Revolution, offering insight into the roles of diplomats, reporters, dissidents and
other contributors who impacted foreign policy throughout subsequent decades.
A bold new accounting of the great social and political upheavals that enveloped Europe between
1914 and 1945—from the Russian Revolution through the Second World War. In Lenin, Stalin, and
Hitler, acclaimed historian Robert Gellately focuses on the dominant powers of the time, the
Soviet Union and Nazi Germany, but also analyzes the catastrophe of those years in an effort to
uncover its political and ideological nature. Arguing that the tragedies endured by Europe were
inextricably linked through the dictatorships of Lenin, Stalin, and Hitler, Gellately explains
how the pursuit of their “utopian” ideals turned into dystopian nightmares. Dismantling the myth
of Lenin as a relatively benevolent precursor to Hitler and Stalin and contrasting the divergent
ways that Hitler and Stalin achieved their calamitous goals, Gellately creates in Lenin, Stalin,
and Hitler a vital analysis of a critical period in modern history.
Russia and the Second Coming of Vladimir Putin
A History of Modern Russia from Nicholas II to Vladimir Putin
The Man, the Dictator, and the Master of Terror
Russia

After Karl Marx, Vladimir Lenin (1870–1924) is the man most associated with communism and its influence and
reach around the world. Lenin was the leader of the communist Bolshevik party during the October 1917
revolution in Russia, and he subsequently headed the Soviet state until 1924, bringing stability to the region and
establishing a socialist economic and political system. In Lenin, Lars T. Lih presents a striking new
interpretation of Lenin’s political beliefs and strategies. Until now, Lenin has been portrayed as a pessimist with
a dismissive view of the revolutionary potential of the workers. However, Lih reveals that underneath the sharp
polemics, Lenin was actually a romantic enthusiast rather than a sour pragmatist, one who imposed meaning on
the whirlwind of events going on around him. This concise and unique biography is based on wide-ranging new
research that puts Lenin into the context both of Russian society and of the international socialist movement of
the early twentieth century. It also sets the development of Lenin’s political outlook firmly within the framework
of his family background and private life. In addition, the book’s images, which are taken from contemporary
photographs, posters, and drawings, illustrate the features of Lenin’s world and time. A vivid, non-ideological
portrait, Lenin is an essential look at one of the key figures of modern history.
Russia had an extraordinary 20th century, undergoing upheaval and transformation. Service provides a
panoramic perspective on a country whose Soviet past encompassed revolution, civil war, mass terror, and two
world wars. This new edition takes the story from 2002 through the presidency of Vladimir Putin to the election
of Dmitri Medvedev.
Overthrowing the conventional image of Stalin as an uneducated political administrator inexplicably
transformed into a pathological killer, Robert Service reveals a more complex and fascinating story behind this
notorious twentieth-century figure. Drawing on unexplored archives and personal testimonies gathered from
across Russia and Georgia, this is the first full-scale biography of the Soviet dictator in twenty years. Service
describes in unprecedented detail the first half of Stalin's life--his childhood in Georgia as the son of a violent,
drunkard father and a devoted mother; his education and religious training; and his political activity as a young
revolutionary. No mere messenger for Lenin, Stalin was a prominent activist long before the Russian Revolution.
Equally compelling is the depiction of Stalin as Soviet leader. Service recasts the image of Stalin as unimpeded
despot; his control was not limitless. And his conviction that enemies surrounded him was not entirely
unfounded. Stalin was not just a vengeful dictator but also a man fascinated by ideas and a voracious reader of
Marxist doctrine and Russian and Georgian literature as well as an internationalist committed to seeing Russia
assume a powerful role on the world stage. In examining the multidimensional legacy of Stalin, Service helps
explain why later would-be reformers--such as Khrushchev and Gorbachev--found the Stalinist legacy
surprisingly hard to dislodge. Rather than diminishing the horrors of Stalinism, this is an account all the more
disturbing for presenting a believable human portrait. Service's lifetime engagement with Soviet Russia has
resulted in the most comprehensive and compelling portrayal of Stalin to date.
The reminiscences in this volume cover the period 1894 to 1917. Nadezhda Konstantinovna Krupskaya
(1869-1939) was the wife of V. I. Lenin, was an old member of the Communist Party, a Soviet statesman and a
distinguished educator. She was born in St. Petersburg, where she began her revolutionary career. Krupskaya is
the author of a number of books on questions of education and pedagogics. Her Reminiscences of Lenin were
written over a number of years and published in parts at different times. The present volume is the most
complete of all her reminiscences of Lenin hitherto published.
Comrades!
Downfall of a Revolutionary
From Tsarism to the Twenty-First Century, Third Edition
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Stalin
Volume 1: The Strengths of Contradiction
LeninA BiographyPan Macmillan
On 26 December, 1991, the hammer-and-sickle flag was lowered over the Kremlin for the last time. Yet, just six years earlier, when
Mikhail Gorbachev became general secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and chose Eduard Shevardnadze as his
foreign minister, the Cold War seemed like a permanent fixture in world politics. Until its denouement, no Western or Soviet
politician foresaw that the standoff between the two superpowers -- after decades of struggle over every aspect of security,
politics, economics, and ideas -- would end within the lifetime of the current generation. Nor was it at all obvious that that the
Soviet political leadership would undertake a huge internal reform of the USSR, or that the threat of a nuclear Armageddon could or
would be peacefully wound down. Drawing on pioneering archival research, Robert Service's gripping investigation of the final
years of the Cold War pinpoints the extraordinary relationships between Ronald Reagan, Gorbachev, George Shultz, and
Shevardnadze, who found ways to cooperate during times of exceptional change around the world. A story of American pressure
and Soviet long-term decline and overstretch, The End of the Cold War: 1985-1991 shows how a small but skillful group of
statesmen grew determined to end the Cold War on their watch and transformed the global political landscape irreversibly.
Vladimir Ilyich Lenin is among the most enigmatic and influential figures of the twentieth century. While his life and work are
crucial to any understanding of modern history and the socialist movement, generations of writers on the left and the right have
seen fit to embalm him endlessly with superficial analysis or dreary dogma. Now, after the fall of the Soviet Union and “actuallyexisting” socialism, it is possible to consider Lenin afresh, with sober senses trained on his historical context and how it shaped
his theoretical and political contributions. Reconstructing Lenin, four decades in the making and now available in English for the
first time, is an attempt to do just that. Tamás Krausz, an esteemed Hungarian scholar writing in the tradition of György Lukács,
Ferenc Tokei, and István Mészáros, makes a major contribution to a growing field of contemporary Lenin studies. This rich and
penetrating account reveals Lenin busy at the work of revolution, his thought shaped by immediate political events but never
straying far from a coherent theoretical perspective. Krausz balances detailed descriptions of Lenin’s time and place with lucid
explications of his intellectual development, covering a range of topics like war and revolution, dictatorship and democracy,
socialism and utopianism.Reconstructing Lenin will change the way you look at a man and a movement; it will also introduce the
English-speaking world to a profound radical scholar.
A spellbinding new biography of Stalin in his formative years This is the definitive biography of Joseph Stalin from his birth to the
October Revolution of 1917, a panoramic and often chilling account of how an impoverished, idealistic youth from the provinces of
tsarist Russia was transformed into a cunning and fearsome outlaw who would one day become one of the twentieth century's
most ruthless dictators. In this monumental book, Ronald Grigor Suny sheds light on the least understood years of Stalin's career,
bringing to life the turbulent world in which he lived and the extraordinary historical events that shaped him. Suny draws on a
wealth of new archival evidence from Stalin's early years in the Caucasus to chart the psychological metamorphosis of the young
Stalin, taking readers from his boyhood as a Georgian nationalist and romantic poet, through his harsh years of schooling, to his
commitment to violent engagement in the underground movement to topple the tsarist autocracy. Stalin emerges as an ambitious
climber within the Bolshevik ranks, a resourceful leader of a small terrorist band, and a writer and thinker who was deeply engaged
with some of the most incendiary debates of his time. A landmark achievement, Stalin paints an unforgettable portrait of a driven
young man who abandoned his religious faith to become a skilled political operative and a single-minded and ruthless rebel.
A Biography
The Last of the Tsars: Nicholas II and the Russia Revolution
Death and Redemption
A Study in Organisational Change 1917–1923
A Political Life. The strengths of contradiction
Lenin's politics still reverberate around the world even after the death of the USSR. His name elicits revulsion and reverence. Yet Lenin the man
remains largely a mystery. This biography reveals Lenin in his full complexity as a revolutionary, political leader, thinker, and private person. 50
halftones. 3 maps.
In this second volume of his Lenin trilogy, Robert Service builds on the approach established in the first. He emphasises the extraordinary
circumstances in Russia and the world enabling Lenin to come to power in 1917. He also details ways whereby Lenin led a turbulent Bolshevik
party and adjusted its policies so as to gain authority in the soviets. Lenin the crafty and pragmatic politican as well as the utopian and merciless
class warrior are portrayed.
A comprehensive overview of twentieth-century Russian history that treats the years from 1917 to 2000 as a single period and analyses the
peculiar mixture of political, economic and social ingredients that made up the Soviet compound. It takes the reader from the age of communist
rule to the changes that occurred in 1991 and the more uncertain world of Yeltsin and Putin.
A basic consideration of the conditions and problems in the formation of a vanguard, revolutionary party.
A History of World Communism
Experiment with a People
The Gulag and the Shaping of Soviet Society
Volume 2: Worlds in Collision
The Bolshevik Party in Revolution

From a highly distinguished author on the subject, this biography is an excellent scholarly introduction to one of the key figures of the
Russian Revolution and post-Tsarist Russia. Not only does it make use of archive material made newly available in the glasnost and postSoviet eras, it re-examines traditional sources as well, providing an original interpretation of Lenin's life and historical importance. Focal
points of this study are: Lenin's revolutionary ascetic personality how he exploited culture, education and propaganda his relationship to
Marxism his changing class analysis of Russia his 'populist' instincts. A prominent figure at the forefront of debates on the Russina
revolution, Read makes sure that Lenin remains in his place as a highly influential and significant figure of the recent past.
Few political figures of the twentieth century have aroused as much passion, controversy, and curiosity as Leon Trotsky. His role in
history—his epic rise and fall, his fiery persona, his violent end in Mexico in August 1940—holds a fascination that transcends the history of
the Russian Revolution. Bertrand M. Patenaude masterfully interweaves the story of Trotsky’s final years with flashbacks to pivotal episodes
in his career as a young Marxist, revolutionary hero, Red Army chief, Bolshevik leader, outcast from Stalin’s USSR, and ultimately heretic of
the Kremlin, targeted for assassination by its secret police. Gripping, tragic, and based on extensive firsthand research, Trotsky brilliantly
illuminates the fateful and dramatic life of one of history’s most captivating and important figures.
Robert Service has revised and updated his popular book on the Russian Revolution, offering an integrated account of politics, sociology and
economics. He has widened the focus out from 1917 so as to cover both the final years of the Romanov dynasty and the inception of the
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Soviet order. In a concise, lively style, the book provides an assessment of various basic interpretations of the Russian Revolution.
In his biography of Stalin, Kotkin rejects the inherited wisdom about Stalin's psychological makeup, showing us instead how Stalin's near
paranoia was fundamentally political and closely tracks the Bolshevik revolution's structural paranoia, the predicament of a Communist
regime in an overwhelmingly capitalist world, surrounded and penetrated by enemies. At the same time, Kotkin posits the impossibility of
understanding Stalin's momentous decisions outside of the context of the history of imperial Russia.
The End of the Cold War: 1985-1991
A History of Modern Russia
A Dictionary of 20th-Century Communism
Reconstructing Lenin
Lenin, Stalin, and Hitler
The first book of its kind to appear since the end of the Cold War, this reference provides encyclopedic coverage of
communism and its impact throughout the world in the 20th century. With the opening of archives in former communist
states, scholars have found new material that has expanded and sometimes altered the understanding of communism as
an ideological and political force. The book explains what communism was, the forms it took, and the enormous role it
played in world history from the Russian Revolution through the collapse of the Soviet Union and beyond. It examines the
political, intellectual, and social influences of communism around the globe, and features contributions from an
international team of 160 scholars. It includes more than 400 entries on major topics, such as: Figures: Lenin, Mao, Stalin,
Ho Chi Minh, Pol Pot, Castro, Gorbachev ; Events: Cold War, Prague Spring, Cultural Revolution, Sandinista Revolution ;
Ideas and concepts: Marxism-Leninism, cult of personality, labor ;Organizations and movements: KGB, Comintern, Gulag,
Khmer Rouge ; Related topics: totalitarianism, nationalism, antifascism, anticommunism, McCarthyism.
An encyclopedic guide to 20th-century communism around the world The first book of its kind to appear since the end of
the Cold War, this indispensable reference provides encyclopedic coverage of communism and its impact throughout the
world in the 20th century. With the opening of archives in former communist states, scholars have found new material
that has expanded and sometimes altered the understanding of communism as an ideological and political force. A
Dictionary of 20th-Century Communism brings this scholarship to students, teachers, and scholars in related fields. In
more than 400 concise entries, the book explains what communism was, the forms it took, and the enormous role it played
in world history from the Russian Revolution through the collapse of the Soviet Union and beyond. Examines the political,
intellectual, and social influences of communism around the globe Features contributions from an international team of
160 scholars Includes more than 400 entries on major topics, such as: Figures: Lenin, Mao, Stalin, Ho Chi Minh, Pol Pot,
Castro, Gorbachev Events: Cold War, Prague Spring, Cultural Revolution, Sandinista Revolution Ideas and concepts:
Marxism-Leninism, cult of personality, labor Organizations and movements: KGB, Comintern, Gulag, Khmer Rouge
Related topics: totalitarianism, nationalism, antifascism, anticommunism, McCarthyism Guides readers to further research
through bibliographies, cross-references, and an index
Trotsky is perhaps the most intriguing and, given his prominence, the most understudied of the Soviet revolutionaries.
Using new archival sources, Robert Service offers new insights. He discusses Trotsky's fractious relations with the leaders
he was trying to unify; his attempt to disguise his political closeness to Stalin; and his role in the early 1920s as the
progenitor of political and cultural Stalinism. Trotsky evinced a surprisingly glacial and schematic approach to making
revolution. Service recounts Trotsky's role in the botched German revolution of 1923; his willingness to subject Europe to
a Red Army invasion in the 1920s; and his assumption that peasants could easily be pushed onto collective farms.
Although Trotsky's followers clung to the stubborn view of him as a pure revolutionary and a powerful intellect unjustly
hounded into exile by Stalin, the reality is very different.--From publisher description.
Almost two decades have passed since the collapse of communism in Eastern Europe and the USSR. Robert Service, one
of our finest historians of modern Russia, sets out to examine the history of communism throughout the world. His
uncomfortable conclusion - and an important message for the twenty-first century – is that although communism in its
original form is now dead or dying, the poverty and injustice that enabled its rise are still dangerously alive. Unsettling,
compellingly written and brilliantly argued, this is a superb work of history and one that demands to be read. ‘Bears all
the hallmarks of a classic work of historical literature ... the true international legacy of communism [is] analysed to
magisterial effect in this exhilarating work’ Hwyel Williams New Statesman ‘One of the best-ever studies of the subject ...
a remarkable accomplishment’ Economist ‘An outstanding book, written with grace and style’ Daily Telegraph ‘[A]
brilliantly distilled world history of communism ... Confronted by Service's amazing array of evidence to show that
communism could only ever have flourished under conditions of extreme and all-pervasive oppression, only the
determinedly softheaded would try to argue with him’ Craig Brown, Mail on Sunday
A Political Life
From Nicholas II to Putin
Lenin: A Political Life
Trotsky
Communism: A World History

Death and Redemption offers a fundamental reinterpretation of the role of the Gulag--the Soviet
Union's vast system of forced-labor camps, internal exile, and prisons--in Soviet society.
Soviet authorities undoubtedly had the means to exterminate all the prisoners who passed
through the Gulag, but unlike the Nazis they did not conceive of their concentration camps as
instruments of genocide. In this provocative book, Steven Barnes argues that the Gulag must be
understood primarily as a penal institution where prisoners were given one final chance to
reintegrate into Soviet society. Millions whom authorities deemed "reeducated" through brutal
forced labor were allowed to leave. Millions more who "failed" never got out alive. Drawing on
newly opened archives in Russia and Kazakhstan as well as memoirs by actual prisoners, Barnes
shows how the Gulag was integral to the Soviet goal of building a utopian socialist society. He
takes readers into the Gulag itself, focusing on one outpost of the Gulag system in the
Karaganda region of Kazakhstan, a location that featured the full panoply of Soviet detention
institutions. Barnes traces the Gulag experience from its beginnings after the 1917 Russian
Revolution to its decline following the 1953 death of Stalin. Death and Redemption reveals how
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the Gulag defined the border between those who would reenter Soviet society and those who would
be excluded through death.
Russia had an extraordinary twentieth century, undergoing upheaval and transformation. Updating
his acclaimed History of Modern Russia, Robert Service provides a panoramic perspective on a
country whose Soviet past encompassed revolution, civil war, mass terror, and two world wars.
He shows how seven decades of communist rule, which penetrated every aspect of Soviet life,
continue to influence Russia today. This new edition takes the story from 2002 through the
entire presidency of Vladimir Putin to the election of his successor, Dmitri Medvedev.
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