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Letters From Iceland
Incorrigibly Plural celebrates the diversity and vitality of Louis MacNeice's
writing. Poets and critics illuminate the work of a writer whose achievement and
influence is increasingly recognised as central to modern poetry in English.
Contributions include responses to MacNeice by poets such as Paul Farley,
Leontia Flynn, Nick Laird, Derek Mahon, Glyn Maxwell and Paul Muldoon;
discussions by critics such as Neil Corcoran, Valentine Cunningham, Hugh
Haughton, Peter McDonald and Clair Wills; and more biographical accounts,
including a memoir by MacNeice's son, the late Dan MacNeice. For each of them,
MacNeice remains a continuing presence for his insight into the mechanisms of
the modern world, his complex political awareness, his ability to bring the
historical moment alive. Above all, what emerges is pleasure in MacNeice's
plurality of language and forms. More than a retrospective work of criticism,
Incorrigibly Plural belongs to live debates about contemporary poetry.
Shares, in prose, verse, and photographs, the impressions of the authors as they
journeyed through Iceland
Reprint of the original, first published in 1867.
Autumn Journal
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Letters from Iceland 1936
Moonstone
Morkinskinna
The Travels of Reverend Olafur Egilsson
Strangers in Iceland
When facing a moral dilemma, Isabel Dalhousie--Edinburgh
philosopher, amateur detective, and title character of a series
of novels by best-selling author Alexander McCall Smith--often
refers to the great twentieth-century poet W. H. Auden. This is
no accident: McCall Smith has long been fascinated by Auden.
Indeed, the novelist, best known for his No. 1 Ladies Detective
Agency series, calls the poet not only the greatest literary
discovery of his life but also the best of guides on how to
live. In this book, McCall Smith has written a charming personal
account about what Auden has done for him--and what he just
might do for you. Part self-portrait, part literary
appreciation, the book tells how McCall Smith first came across
the poet's work in the 1970s, while teaching law in Belfast, a
violently divided city where Auden's "September 1, 1939," a poem
about the outbreak of World War II, strongly resonated. McCall
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Smith goes on to reveal how his life has related to and been
inspired by other Auden poems ever since. For example, he
describes how he has found an invaluable reflection on life's
transience in "As I Walked Out One Evening," while "The More
Loving One" has provided an instructive meditation on unrequited
love. McCall Smith shows how Auden can speak to us throughout
life, suggesting how, despite difficulties and change, we can
celebrate understanding, acceptance, and love for others. An
enchanting story about how art can help us live, this book will
appeal to McCall Smith's fans and anyone curious about Auden.
Austrian toponymist Bernhardt Fingerberg makes his way back to
civilization following a solo expedition out on Vatnajokull
Glacier, barely alive. While recuperating, Dr. Lassi digs into
the scholar's strange trek into the treacherous mountainous
wasteland of Iceland: Öræfi. Was he really researching place
names out there, or retracing the footsteps of a 20-year-old
crime involving someone very close to him?
Written between August and December 1938, Autumn Journal is
still considered one of the most valuable and moving testaments
of living through the thirties by a young writer. It is a record
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of the author's emotional and intellectual experience during
those months, the trivia of everyday living set against the
events of the world outside, the settlement in Munich and slow
defeat in Spain.
Louis MacNeice and His Legacy
What W. H. Auden Can Do for You
The Boy Who Never Was: A Novel
Letters from Iceland
Oraefi
Secrets of the Sprakkar
Set against Iceland's stark landscape, Hannah Kent brings to vivid life the
story of Agnes, who, charged with the brutal murder of her former master,
is sent to an isolated farm to await execution. Set against Iceland's stark
landscape, Hannah Kent brings to vivid life the story of Agnes, who,
charged with the brutal murder of her former master, is sent to an
isolated farm to await execution. Horrified at the prospect of housing a
convicted murderer, the family at first avoids Agnes. Only Tv=ti, a priest
Agnes has mysteriously chosen to be her spiritual guardian, seeks to
understand her. But as Agnes's death looms, the farmer's wife and their
daughters learn there is another side to the sensational story they've
heard. Riveting and rich with lyricism, Burial Rites evokes a dramatic
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existence in a distant time and place, and asks the question, how can one
woman hope to endure when her life depends upon the stories told by
others?
Louis MacNeice is increasingly recognised as one of the greatest poets of
the twentieth century, and his work has been a defining influence upon a
generation of Irish poets that includes Derek Mahon, Michael Longley and
Paul Muldoon. The Selected Letters is indispensable as a resource for an
understanding of the intellectual culture of the mid-twentieth century. A
Classics don, poet, playwright and globetrotting BBC producer, the
medley and blend of MacNeice's cultural influences seems exemplary in
its modernity. He kept up a significant correspondence with E. R. Dodds,
Anthony Blunt and T. S. Eliot, to name but three prominent figures of the
time. During his time at the BBC MacNeice witnessed many key events,
including the partition of India in 1947 and the independence of the Gold
Coast from Britain in 1957, and these are recorded in two long sequences
to his wife, the singer Hedli Anderson. His complex relationship to Ireland
and to his Irish heritages speak resonantly to contemporary debates about
Irish and Northern Irish cultural identity. Finally, the Letters will do much
to broaden our understanding of a vivid and often enigmatic personality
whose varied life and individual charisma have often resisted explanation.
Two of the brightest young poets of our day follow in the footsteps of W.H.
Auden and Louis MacNeice. Auden and MacNeice's Letters from Iceland
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was more than a brilliant and unconventional travel book; it was one of
the great works of the 1930s which defined for its own and later
generations the precise nature and feeling of that troubled time.With
characteristic boldness, Simon Armitage and Glyn Maxwell, staunch
admirers of the two older poets, set off in 1994 to discover what Iceland,
with its unique geography and ancient political institutions, might have to
say to us now. Their findings, delivered in an appropriate mixture of
poetry and prose, reportage and imaginative elaboration, vividly reflect
the concerns of our own age, and will instruct and amuse readers in equal
measure.
Blind Fireworks
Wasteland with Words
A Journey Across Iceland
Burial Rites
Sorcerer's Screed
The Complete Works of W. H. Auden
The mind-bending miniature historical epic is Sjón's specialty, and Moonstone: The Boy Who
Never Was is no exception. But it is also Sjón's most realistic, accessible, and heartfelt work
yet. It is the story of a young man on the fringes of a society that is itself at the fringes of
the world--at what seems like history's most tumultuous, perhaps ultimate moment. Máni
Steinn is queer in a society in which the idea of homosexuality is beyond the furthest
extreme. His city, Reykjavik in 1918, is homogeneous and isolated and seems entirely
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defenseless against the Spanish flu, which has already torn through Europe, Asia, and North
America and is now lapping up on Iceland's shores. And if the flu doesn't do it, there's
always the threat that war will spread all the way north. And yet the outside world has also
brought Icelanders cinema! And there's nothing like a dark, silent room with a film from
Europe flickering on the screen to help you escape from the overwhelming threats--and
adventures--of the night, to transport you, to make you feel like everything is going to be all
right. For Máni Steinn, the question is whether, at Reykjavik's darkest hour, he should
retreat all the way into this imaginary world, or if he should engage with the society that has
so soundly rejected him.
THE INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER! "Secrets of the Sprakkar is a fascinating window into
what a more gender-equal world could look like, and why it's worth striving for. Iceland is
doing a lot to level the playing field: paid parental leave, affordable childcare, and broad
support for gender equality as a core value. Reid takes us on an exploration not only around
this fascinating island, but also through the triumphs and stumbles of a country as it
journeys towards gender equality." —Hillary Rodham Clinton Iceland is the best place on
earth to be a woman—but why? For the past twelve years, the World Economic Forum's
Global Gender Gap Report has ranked Iceland number one on its list of countries closing the
gap in equality between men and women. What is it about Iceland that makes many
women's experience there so positive? Why has their society made such meaningful
progress in this ongoing battle, from electing the world's first female president to passing
legislation specifically designed to help even the playing field at work and at home? And
how can we learn from what Icelanders have already discovered about women's powerful
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place in society and how increased fairness benefits everyone? Eliza Reid, the First Lady of
Iceland, examines her adopted homeland's attitude toward women—the deep-seated
cultural sense of fairness, the influence of current and historical role models, and, crucially,
the areas where Iceland still has room for improvement. Reid's own experience as an
immigrant from small-town Canada who never expected to become a first lady is expertly
interwoven with interviews with dozens of sprakkar ("extraordinary women") to form the
backbone of an illuminating discussion of what it means to move through the world as a
woman, and how the rules of society play more of a role in who we view as "equal" than we
may understand. Secrets of the Sprakkar is a powerful and atmospheric portrait of a tiny
country that could lead the way forward for us all.
Sometimes grim, sometimes uproarious, and always captivating, Iceland’s Bell by Nobel
Laureate Halldór Laxness is at once an updating of the traditional Icelandic saga and a
caustic social satire. At the close of the 17th century, Iceland is an oppressed Danish colony,
suffering under extreme poverty, famine, and plague. A farmer and accused cord-thief
named Jon Hreggvidsson makes a bawdy joke about the Danish king and soon after finds
himself a fugitive charged with the murder of the king’s hangman. In the years that follow,
the hapless but resilient rogue Hreggvidsson becomes a pawn entangled in political and
personal conflicts playing out on a far grander scale. Chief among these is the star-crossed
love affair between Snaefridur, known as “Iceland’s Sun,” a beautiful, headstrong young
noblewoman, and Arnas Arnaeus, the king’s antiquarian, an aristocrat whose worldly
manner conceals a fierce devotion to his downtrodden countrymen. As their personal
struggle plays itself out on an international stage, Iceland’s Bell creates a Dickensian canvas
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of heroism and venality, violence and tragedy, charged with narrative enchantment on
every page.
Names for the Sea
Letters of Louis MacNeice
Letters from High Latitudes
Journey to a War
Iceland's Extraordinary Women and How They Are Changing the World
The Earliest Icelandic Chronicle of the Norwegian Kings (1030–1157)

Nobel laureate Halldór Laxness’s Under the Glacier is a one-of-a-kind
masterpiece, a wryly provocative novel at once earthy and
otherworldly. At its outset, the Bishop of Iceland dispatches a young
emissary to investigate certain charges against the pastor at Snæfells
Glacier, who, among other things, appears to have given up burying
the dead. But once he arrives, the emissary finds that this dereliction
counts only as a mild eccentricity in a community that regards itself as
the center of the world and where Creation itself is a work in
progress. What is the emissary to make, for example, of the boardedup church? What about the mysterious building that has sprung up
alongside it? Or the fact that Pastor Primus spends most of his time
shoeing horses? Or that his wife, Ua (pronounced “ooh-a,” which is
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what men invariably sputter upon seeing her), is rumored never to
have bathed, eaten, or slept? Piling improbability on top of
improbability, Under the Glacier overflows with comedy both wild and
deadpan as it conjures a phantasmagoria as beguiling as it is
profound.
'A book like a blade of light, searching out and illuminating the
darkest corners of history . . . It's vivid, unputdownable, alive, and
written with unerring artfulness and subtlety.' Neel Mukherjee
Gunnar Kampen grows up in Iceland during the Second World War in
a household fiercely opposed to Hitler and Nazism. At nineteen he
seems set for a conventional, dutiful life. And yet in the spring of
1958, he founds a covert, anti-Semitic nationalist party, a cause that
will take him on a clandestine mission to England from which he never
returns. Inspired by one of the ringleaders of a little-known neo-Nazi
group that was formed in Iceland in the 1950s, Sjón's portrait of an
ardent fascist is as thought-provoking as it is disturbing. As this taut
and fascinating novel suggests, the seeds of extremism can be hard to
detect - and the ideology of the far-right remains dangerously potent.
Morkinskinna ("rotten parchment"), the first full-length chronicle of
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the kings of medieval Norway (1030-1157), forms the basis of the
Icelandic chronicle tradition. Based ultimately on an original from ca.
1220, the single defective manuscript was written in Iceland ca. 1275.
The present volume, the first translation of Morkinskinna in any
language, makes this literary milestone available to a general
readership, with introduction and commentary to clarify its position in
the history of medieval Icelandic letters. The book is designed to be
used by readers with no knowledge of Icelandic. The translation is
keyed to, and may be used in conjunction with, the existing diplomatic
editions. Notes on the manuscript problems, as well as introductory
and appended matter, augment the text. Above all, Kari Ellen Gade's
edition of the skaldic stanzas provides a substantial initial step toward
a future edition of the Icelandic text: Morkinskinna is the first largescale repository of skaldic verse. Morkinskinna also includes many
semi-independent tales that recount the adventures of individual
Icelanders at the Norwegian court. These tales, with their often
humorous or ironic inflections, shift the focus of the chronicle from
the deeds of the kings to the Icelandic perception of Norwegian
royalty.
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Iceland
Iceland's Bell
Reply to a Letter from Helga
Letters from Iceland, by W.H. Auden and Louis Mac-Niece
Under the Glacier
The Ministry of Rev. Jon Sveinsson S. J.
W.G. Collingwood was an artist, author, antiquarian, and
notable scholar of Norse history, literature and language.
For 12 weeks in 1897, he sailed to Iceland and travelled by
pony round the saga-sites of Iceland with his friend Jon
Stefansson, and Icelandic scholar. He wrote long, detailed
and entertaining letters home to his wife and children about
their adventures and experiences while, incredibly, making
some 300 sketches and watercolours. This book brings
together his letters, drawings, paintings and photos."
In the epicenter of the world financial crisis, a comedian
launched a joke campaign that didn’t seem so funny to the
country’s leading politicians . . . It all started when Jón
Gnarr founded the Best Party in 2009 to satirize his
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country’s political system. The financial collapse in
Iceland had, after all, precipitated the world-wide
meltdown, and fomented widespread protest over the country’s
leadership. Entering the race for mayor of Reykjavík,
Iceland’s capital, Gnarr promised to get the dinosaurs from
Jurassic Park into downtown parks, free towels at public
swimming pools, a “drug-free Parliament by 2020” . . . and
he swore he’d break all his campaign promises. But then
something strange started happening: his campaign began to
succeed. And in the party’s electoral debut, the Best Party
emerged as the biggest winner. Gnarr promptly proposed a
coalition government, although he ruled out partners who had
not seen all five seasons of The Wire. And just like that, a
man whose previous foreign-relations experience consisted of
a radio show (in which he regularly crank-called the White
House and police stations in the Bronx to see if they had
found his lost wallet) was soon meeting international
leaders and being taken seriously as the mayor of a European
capital. Here, Gnarr recounts how it all happened and, with
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admirable candor, describes his vision of a more enlightened
politics for the future. The point, he writes, is not to be
afraid to get involved—or to take on the system.
"Bjarni has long held on to a letter from former lover
Helga, with whom he shared an illicit, impassioned love. Her
letter invited him to leave his wife and his farm and pursue
prosperity in the city, where World War II had brought an
influx of American marines and opportunities for work. But
he chose not to reply. Years later, as he reflects on a long
and simple life among the sheep in the Icelandic hillsides,
he finally finds himself ready to explain why"--P. [4] of
cover.
Incorrigibly Plural
The Wasteland
Travels in Iceland 1897 by W.G. Collingwood and Jón
Stefánsson
Gnarr
A Social History of Iceland
Moon Country
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"When Jon Sveinsson wrote this travelogue in 1894, there is no way he could have known of
the fame he would one day acquire as a writer. In fact, it was not until some twenty years later
that his children's book "Lost in the Arctic" ... was first published ... and the fame of 'Nonni' ([his]
boyhood Icelandic nickname) spread ... his books were eventually translated into some 40
languages ... Jon Sveinsson is the only Jesuit priest ever born in Iceland. He left his homeland
as a boy ... to follow [the] call ... Still longing to follow his dream to become a missionary, he ...
volunteered to travel to Iceland in order to care for the souls of his fellow
countrymen"--Publisher's foreword.
“Will appeal to readers of Elena Ferrante and Margaret Atwood . . . the unusual setting offers an
interesting twist on the portrait of an artist as a young woman.” —Bookpage In 1960s Iceland,
Hekla dreams of being a writer. In a nation of poets, where each household proudly displays
leatherbound volumes of the Sagas, and there are more writers per capita than anywhere else
in the world, there is only one problem: she is a woman. After packing her few belongings,
including James Joyces’s Ulysses and a Remington typewriter, Hekla heads for Reykjavik with
a manuscript buried in her bags. She moves in with her friend Jon, a gay man who longs to
work in the theatre, but can only find dangerous, backbreaking work on fishing trawlers. Hekla’s
opportunities are equally limited: marriage and babies, or her job as a waitress, in which
harassment from customers is part of the daily grind. The two friends feel completely out of
place in a small and conservative world. And yet that world is changing: JFK is shot. Hemlines
are rising. In Iceland, another volcano erupts and Hekla meets a poet who brings to light harsh
realities about her art—as she realizes she must escape to find freedom abroad, whatever the
cost. Miss Iceland, a winner of two international book awards, comes from the acclaimed author
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of Hotel Silence, which received the Icelandic Literary Prize. “Only a great book can make you
feel you’re really there, a thousand miles and a generation away. I loved it.” —Kit de Waal,
author of My Name is Leon “[A] winning tale of friendship and self-fulfillment.” —Publishers
Weekly, starred review
Iceland is an enigmatic island country marked by contradiction: it’s a part of Europe, yet
separated from it by the Atlantic Ocean; it’s seemingly inhospitable, yet home to more than
300,000. Wasteland with Words explores these paradoxes to uncover the mystery of Iceland. In
Wasteland with Words Sigurdur Gylfi Magnússon presents a wide-ranging and detailed analysis
of the island’s history that examines the evolution and transformation of Icelandic culture while
investigating the literary and historical factors that created the rich cultural heritage enjoyed by
Icelanders today. Magnússon explains how a nineteenth-century economy based on the
industries of fishing and agriculture—one of the poorest in Europe—grew to become a
disproportionately large economic power in the late twentieth century, while retaining its strong
sense of cultural identity. Bringing the story up to the present, he assesses the recent economic
and political collapse of the country and how Iceland has coped. Throughout Magnússon seeks
to chart the vast changes in this country’s history through the impact and effect on the Icelandic
people themselves. Up-to-date and fascinating, Wasteland with Words is a comprehensive
study of the island’s cultural and historical development, from tiny fishing settlements to a global
economic power.
W.G. Collingwood's Letters from Iceland
Further Reports from Iceland
The Icelandic Book of Magic Spells
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Slippurinn
A Novel
An Essential Grammar

A memoir of a family’s year living in Reykjavik that “captures the fierce
beauty of the Arctic landscape” (Booklist). Sarah Moss had a childhood
dream of moving to Iceland, sustained by a wild summer there when she
was nineteen. In 2009, she saw an advertisement for a job at the University
of Iceland and applied on a whim, despite having two young children and a
comfortable life in Kent, England. The resulting adventure was shaped by
Iceland’s economic collapse, which halved the value of her salary; by the
eruption of the volcano Eyjafjallajokull; and by a collection of new friends,
including a poet who saw the only bombs fall on Iceland in 1943; a woman
who speaks to elves; and a chef who guided Sarah’s family around the
intricacies of Icelandic cuisine. Moss explored hillsides of boiling mud and
volcanic craters and learned to drive like an Icelander on the unsurfaced
roads that link remote farms and fishing villages in the far north. She
watched the northern lights and the comings and goings of migratory birds,
and as the weeks and months went by, she and her family learned new ways
to live. Names for the Sea is her compelling and very funny account of living
in a country poised on the edge of Europe, where modernization clashes with
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living folklore. “Beautifully written . . . A stranger in a strange land, Moss
grapples with new foods, customs and landscapes that are both oddly
familiar and wildly alien in this absorbing memoir.” —Financial Times
This highly amusing and unorthodox travel book resulted from a lighthearted summer journey by the young poets Auden and MacNeice in 1936.
Their letters home, in verse and prose, are full of private jokes and
irreverent comments about people, politics, literature and ideas. Letters
from Iceland is one of the most entertaining books in modern literature; from
Auden's 'Letter to Lord Byron' and MacNeice's 'Eclogue', to the mischief and
fun of their joint 'Last Will and Testament', the book is impossible to resist a 1930s classic.
The debut from rising star chef Gísli Matt of Slippurinn, the international
destination restaurant in Iceland's Westman Islands Chef Gísli Matt built
Slippurinn with his family in a historic shipyard building of a small town
whose landscape was changed forever by the lava flow from a 1973 erupted
volcano. In this most incredible environment, where plants grow on
mountains created out of lava, Matt created a menu that both respects the
local and traditional and pushes boundaries of contemporary cuisine. His
first book takes the reader right to the heart of Matt's fascinating culinary
world and island life.
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The Museum of Whales You Will Never See
Recipes and Stories from Iceland
Miss Iceland
Red Milk
How I Became the Mayor of a Large City in Iceland and Changed the World
Icelandic

“Filled with charming illustrations, this delightful book about Iceland’s 265
museums is as quirky and mesmerizing as the country’s dreamscape itself.”
—Forbes Mythic creatures, natural wonders, and the mysterious human impulse to
collect are on beguiling display in this poetic tribute to the museums of an
otherworldly island nation. Iceland is home to only 330,000 people (roughly the
population of Lexington, Kentucky) but more than 265 museums and public
collections. They range from the intensely physical, like the Icelandic Phallological
Museum, which collects the penises of every mammal known to exist in Iceland, to
the vaporously metaphysical, like the Museum of Icelandic Sorcery and Witchcraft,
which poses a particularly Icelandic problem: How to display what can't be seen? In
The Museum of Whales You Will Never See, A. Kendra Greene is our wise and
whimsical guide through this cabinet of curiosities, showing us, in dreamlike
anecdotes and more than thirty charming illustrations, how a seemingly random
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assortment of objects--a stuffed whooper swan, a rubber boot, a shard of obsidian, a
chastity belt for rams--can map a people's past and future, their fears and
obsessions. "The world is chockablock with untold wonders," she writes, "there for
the taking, ready to be uncovered at any moment, if only we keep our eyes open."
In the summer of 1936, W. H. Auden and Louis MacNeice visited Iceland on
commission to write a travel book, but found themselves capturing concerns on a
scale that were far more international. 'Though writing in a "holiday" spirit,'
commented Auden, 'its authors were all the time conscious of a threatening horizon
to their picnic - world-wide unemployment, Hitler growing everyday more powerful
and a world-war more inevitable.' The result is the remarkable Letters from
Iceland, a collaboration in poetry and prose, reportage and correspondence,
published in 1937 with the Spanish Civil War newly in progress, beneath the
shadow of looming world war.
Icelandic: An Essential Grammar is a concise and convenient guide to the basic
grammatical structure of Icelandic. Presenting a fresh and accessible description of
the language, this engaging Grammar uses clear, jargon-free explanations and sets
out the complexities of Icelandic in short, readable sections. Each grammar point is
illustrated with numerous examples drawn from everyday life, clarifying the
grammatical structure in use while providing insight into Icelandic culture.
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Icelandic: An Essential Grammar is the ideal reference grammar for all learners of
Icelandic, whether class-based or independent, looking to progress beyond beginner
level.
And Other Excursions to Iceland's Most Unusual Museums
Letters from Iceland by W. H. Auden and Louis MacNeice
Letters from Iceland, by W.H. Auden
Land of the Sagas

The combination of Reverend Olafur's narrative, the letters, and the material in the
Appendices provides a first-hand, in-depth view of early seventeenth-century Europe
and the Maghreb equaled by few other works dealing with the period. We are
pleased to offer it to the wider audience that an English edition allows.
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