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Few figures in history have defined their time as
dramatically as Martin Luther. And few books have
captured the spirit of such a figure as truly as this
robust and eloquent life of Luther. A highly regarded
historian and biographer and a gifted novelist and
playwright, Richard Marius gives us a dazzling
portrait of the German reformer--his inner
compulsions, his struggle with himself and his God,
the gestation of his theology, his relations with
contemporaries, and his responses to opponents.
Focusing in particular on the productive years
1516-1525, Marius' detailed account of Luther's
writings yields a rich picture of the development of
Luther's thought on the great questions that came to
define the Reformation. Marius follows Luther from
his birth in Saxony in 1483, during the reign of
Frederick III, through his schooling in Erfurt, his
flight to an Augustinian monastery and ordination to
the outbreak of his revolt against Rome in 1517, the
Wittenberg years, his progress to Worms, his exile in
the Wartburg, and his triumphant return to
Wittenberg. Throughout, Marius pauses to acquaint
us with pertinent issues: the question of authority in
the church, the theology of penance, the timing of
Luther's Reformation breakthrough, the German
peasantry in 1525, Muntzer's revolutionaries, the
whys and hows of Luther's attack on Erasmus. In
this personal, occasionally irreverent, always
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humane reconstruction, Luther emerges as a skeptic
who hated skepticism and whose titanic wrestling
with the dilemma of the desire for faith and the
omnipresence of doubt and fear became an augury
for the development of the modern religious
consciousness of the West. In all of this, he also
represents tragedy, with the goodness of his works
overmatched by their calamitous effects on religion
and society.
Back cover: Andrea Vestrucci presents a pioneering
analysis of Martin Luther's "De servo arbitrio", one
of the most challenging works of Christian theology.
From the hidden God to predestination, from
justification to ontology, from logic to aesthetics the
author explores a paradigm-shifting perspective on
theological language.
American higher education was transformed
between the end of the Civil War and the beginning
of World War I. During this period, U.S. colleges
underwent fundamental changes--changes that
helped to create the modern university we know
today. Most significantly, the study of the sciences
and the humanities effectively dissolved the
Protestant framework of learning by introducing a
new secularized curriculum. This secularization has
long been recognized as a decisive turning point in
the history of American education. Until now,
however, there has been remarkably little attention
paid to the details of how this transformation came
about. Here, at last, Jon Roberts and James Turner
identify the forces and explain the events that
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reformed the college curriculum during this era. The
first section of the book examines how the study of
science became detached from theological
considerations. Previously, one of the primary
pursuits of "natural scientists" was to achieve an
understanding of the workings of the divine in
earthly events. During the late nineteenth century,
however, scientists reduced the scope of their
inquiries to subjects that could be isolated,
measured, and studied objectively. In pursuit of
"scientific truth," they were drawn away from the
larger "truths" that they had once sought. On a
related path, social scientists began to pursue the
study of human society more scientifically,
attempting to generalize principles of behavior from
empirically observed events. The second section
describes the revolution that occurred in the
humanities, beginning in the mid-nineteenth century,
when the study of humanities was largely the study
of Greek and Latin. By 1900, however, the
humanities were much more broadly construed,
including such previously unstudied subjects as
literature, philosophy, history, and art history. The
"triumph of the humanities" represented a
significant change in attitudes about what
constituted academic knowledge and, therefore,
what should be a part of the college curriculum. The
Sacred and the Secular University rewrites the
history of higher education in the United States. It
will interest all readers who are concerned about
American universities and about how the content of
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a "college education" has changed over the course
of the last century. "[Jon Roberts and James
Turner's] thoroughly researched and carefully
argued presentations invite readers to revisit
stereotypical generalizations and to rethink the
premises developed in the late nineteenth century
that underlie the modern university. At the least,
their arguments challenge crude versions of the
secularization thesis as applied to higher
education."--From the foreword by William G. Bowen
and Harold T. Shapiro
THE BONDAGE OF THE WILL
The Bondage of the Will, 1525
Freedom of the Will
Lutheranism's First Identity Crisis and Lessons for
Today
The Bondage of the Will
The Christian Between God and Death
Luther's Reply to Erasmus' On Free Will
A thoughtful editing of the full text of The Bondage of the Will by
Martin Luther (1525) based upon the 1823 translation from the
Latin by Henry Cole. Edited for the 21st century reader by Leon
C. Stansfield, M.Ed., M.Div. Includes eight illustrations and an
explanatory Appendix mostly for proper names in the text.
Formatted for eye appeal and easy reading.
Luther was fundamentally a preacher-pastor, "a care-taker of
souls," whose ingenuity lies in his usage of the biblical message
as a source of pastoral encouragement. This book seeks to
capture the often-overlooked pastoral side of the Reformer
through an examination of his sermons on John's gospel. The
sermons on John show the intrinsic, close, and causal link
between doctrine and consolation. They are an exercise of his
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vocation as a pastor, or more precisely, as a theologian of the
cross who seeks to inculcate the good news of justification by
faith in his people, leading them to experience it within the
dialectic of law and gospel. St. John, said Luther, "is the master
in the article of justification." Luther's theological method,
namely, his theology of the cross, permeates and governs the
exposition of the text, and all major themes of his theology-Christology, Trinity, and soteriology--appear in his exegesis of
John.
This book offers portraits of twenty of the secondary
theologians of the Reformation period. In addition to describing
a particular theologian, each portrait explores one problem in
16th-century Christian thought. Catholic, Lutheran, Reformed,
and Radical thinkers are all represented in this volume, which
serves as both an introduction to the field and a handy
reference for scholars.
Erasmus & Luther: Their Attitude to Toleration
The Controversy over Free Will
Reformers in the Wings
Free Will and Salvation
From Martin Luther to the Formula of Concord
Here I Stand - A Life Of Martin Luther
Philip Melanchthon's Exegetical Dispute with Erasmus of
Rotterdam
Written by one of the world's greatest authorities on
Martin Luther, this is the definitive biography of the
central figure of the Protestant Reformation. “A brilliant
account of Luther’s evolution as a man, a thinker, and a
Christian. . . . Every person interested in Christianity
should put this on his or her reading list.”—Lawrence
Cunningham, Commonweal “This is the biography of
Luther for our time by the world’s foremost
authority.”—Steven Ozment, Harvard University “If the
world is to gain from Luther it must turn to the real
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Luther—furious, violent, foul-mouthed, passionately
concerned. Him it will find in Oberman’s book, a labour
of love.”—G. R. Elton, Journal of Ecclesiastical History
A deeply textured dual biography and fascinating
intellectual history that examines two of the greatest
minds of European history—Desiderius Erasmus and
Martin Luther—whose heated rivalry gave rise to two
enduring, fundamental, and often colliding traditions of
philosophical and religious thought. Erasmus of
Rotterdam was the leading figure of the Northern
Renaissance. At a time when Leonardo, Michelangelo,
and Raphael were revolutionizing Western art and
culture, Erasmus was helping to transform Europe’s
intellectual and religious life, developing a new design
for living for a continent rebelling against the hierarchical
constraints of the Roman Church. When in 1516 he came
out with a revised edition of the New Testament based on
the original Greek, he was hailed as the prophet of a new
enlightened age. Today, however, Erasmus is largely
forgotten, and the reason can be summed up in two
words: Martin Luther. As a young friar in remote
Wittenberg, Luther was initially a great admirer of
Erasmus and his critique of the Catholic Church, but
while Erasmus sought to reform that institution from
within, Luther wanted a more radical transformation.
Eventually, the differences between them flared into a
bitter rivalry, with each trying to win over Europe to his
vision. In Fatal Discord, Michael Massing seeks to restore
Erasmus to his proper place in the Western tradition. The
conflict between him and Luther, he argues, forms a fault
line in Western thinking—the moment when two enduring
schools of thought, Christian humanism and evangelical
Christianity, took shape. A seasoned journalist who has
reported from many countries, Massing here travels back
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to the early sixteenth century to recover a long-neglected
chapter of Western intellectual life, in which the
introduction of new ways of reading the Bible set loose
social and cultural forces that helped shatter the
millennial unity of Christendom and whose echoes can
still be heard today. Massing concludes that Europe has
adopted a form of Erasmian humanism while America
has been shaped by Luther-inspired individualism.
On the Bondage of the Will was Martin Luther's reply to
Desiderius Erasmus' work "On Free Will," which had
appeared in 1524 as Erasmus' first public attack on
Luther after Erasmus had been wary about the methods
of Luther for many years. At issue was whether human
beings, after the Fall of Man, are free to choose good or
evil. Erasmus had asserted that all humans possessed
free will and that the doctrine of predestination was not
in accord with the teachings contained in the Bible.
Luther's response was to reason that sin incapacitates
human beings from working out their own salvation, and
that they are completely incapable of bringing
themselves to God. The debate between Luther and
Erasmus is one of the earliest of the Reformation over
the issue of free will and predestination.
Erasmus and Luther: The Battle over Free Will
Replenished with Most Wholesome Precepts, Made by
the Famous Clerk Erasmus of Rotterdam, to the which is
Added a New and Marvellous Profitable Preface
Luther
The Library of Christian Classics: Luther and Erasmus:
free will and salvation
Phillipp Melanchthon's Doctrinal Journey on the Origins
of Faith
Bound Choice, Election, and Wittenberg Theological
Method
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Erasmus, Luther, and the Fight for the Western Mind

Late at night, Robert goes to the circus and
finds a fabulous balloon machine, with
which he creates unusual balloons.
Galvanized by Erasmus' teaching on free
will, Martin Luther wrote "De servo
arbitrio", or "The Bondage of the Will",
insisting that the sinful human will could
not turn itself to God. In this first study to
investigate the sixteenth-century reception
of "De servo", Robert Kolb unpacks Luther's
theology and recounts his followers' ensuing
disputes until their resolution in the
Lutheran churches' 1577 "Formula of
Concord".
This book presents the most detailed
examination in English to date of Luther's
theological breakthrough, together with a
wealth of information concerning the
theological development of the young Luther
in its late medieval context.
Trinitarian Grace in Martin Luther's the
Bondage of the Will
The Bondage of the Will: Luther's Reply to
Erasmus' On Free Will
On Martin Luther's "De servo arbitrio"
Free Will Revisited
The Living Word
Theology as Freedom
Luther and Erasmus: Free Will and Salvation

This compilation of writings from Erasmus and
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Luther's great debate--over free will and grace, and
their respective efficacy for salvation--offers a fuller
representation of the disputants' main arguments than
has ever been available in a single volume in English.
Included are key, corresponding selections from not
only Erasmus' conciliatory A Discussion or Discourse
concerning Free Will and Luther's forceful and fully
argued rebuttal, but--with the battle now joined--from
Erasmus' own forceful and fully argued rebuttal of
Luther. Students of Reformation theology, Christian
humanism, and sixteenth-century rhetoric will find
here the key to a wider appreciation of one of early
modern Christianity’s most illuminating and disputed
controversies.
If one is saved by faith alone in Jesus Christ, then what
is the origin of that faith? Is it a preordained gift of
God to elect individuals, or is some measure of human
free choice involved? The debate over the relation
between election and free will has a central place in the
study of Reformation theology. Phillipp Melanchthon's
reputation as the intellectual founder of Lutheranism
has tended to obscure the differences between the
mature doctrinal positions of Melanchthon and Martin
Luther on this key issue. Gregory Graybill charts the
progression of Melanchthon's position on free will and
divine predestination as he shifts from agreement to an
important innovation upon Luther's thought. Initially
Melanchthon concurred with Luther that the human
will is completely bound by sin, and that the choice of
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faith can flow only from God's unilateral grace. Over
time, this understanding caused Melanchthon
increasing concern. The problem of its eternal
implications for those whom God has not chosen, and
its pastoral implications for believers, combined with
Melanchthon's own intellectual aversion to paradox
and prompted him to continue developing his ideas.
Melanchthon came to believe that the human will does
play a key role in the origins of a saving faith in Jesus
Christ. This was not the Roman Catholic free will of
Erasmus, rather it was belief in a limited free will tied
to justification by faith alone; an evangelical free will.
Whether man has free will continues to be a hot topic
among Bible teachers and theologians. After defining
the issues involved, from both a worldview and a
biblical standpoint, this work devotes three chapters to
exploring the single-volume treatments against free
will by the great theologians Luther, Calvin, and
Edwards. The author then responds to the major
issues involved in their objections to free will:
foreknowledge and necessity, human depravity and the
grace of God, the sovereignty and all-encompassing
providence of God, and Edwards's rationalistic
argument. In each instance, the doctrine of free will,
rightly understood, is in full and biblical accord with
these concerns. A concluding chapter summarizes and
expresses the bottom-line differences in the doctrine of
salvation between the Arminian and the Calvinistic
wings of reformed theology.
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The Sacred and the Secular University
Luther vs. Erasmus on Freedom and Bondage
Luther and Erasmus
Fool's Talk
Willing to Believe
Martin Luther on the Bondage of the Will
Trinitarian Grace in Martin Luther's The Bondage of
the Will
Desiderius Eramsus (1466/9-1536) was the most
renowned scholar of his age, a celebrated humanist and
Classicist, and the first teacher of Greek at Cambridge.
An influential figure in the Protestant Reformation,
though without ever breaking from the Church himself, he
satirised both human folly and the corruption of the
Church. Martin Luther (1483-1546) was the founder of
the German Reformation. His 95 Theses became a
manifesto for reform of the Catholic Church and led to his
being tried for heresy. He remained in Germany,
Professor of Biblical Exegesis at the University of
Wittenburg, until his death, publishing a large number of
works, including three major treatises and a translation of
the New Testament into German. Comprising Erasmus's
"The Free Will" and Luther's "The Bondage of the Will",
Discourse on Free Will is a landmark text in the history of
Protestantism. Encapsulating the perspective on free will
of two of the most important figures in the history of
Christianity, it remains to this day a powerful, thoughtprovoking and timely work.
Our world is changing dramatically, yet many Christians
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still rely on cookie-cutter approaches to evangelism and
apologetics. In his magnum opus, Os Guinness presents
the art and power of creative persuasion—the ability to
talk to people who are closed to what we are saying.
Discover afresh the persuasive power of Christian
witness.
This volume includes the texts of Erasmus's 1524 diatribe
against Luther, De Libero Arbitrio, and Luther's violent
counterattack, De Servo Arbitrio. E. Gordon Rupp and
Philip Watson offer commentary on these texts as well.
Long recognized for the quality of its translations,
introductions, explanatory notes, and indexes, the Library
of Christian Classics provides scholars and students with
modern English translations of some of the most
significant Christian theological texts in history. Through
these works--each written prior to the end of the sixteenth
century--contemporary readers are able to engage the
ideas that have shaped Christian theology and the church
through the centuries.
Evangelical Free Will
Tudor Translations of the Colloquies of Erasmus
(1536-1584)
Martin Luther in Context
Which is Supposed to be Essential to Moral Agency,
Virtue and Vice Reward and Punishment, Praise and
Blame
Martin Luther's Theological Breakthrough
The Catholic Doctrine of Predestination from Luther to
Jansenius
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Christ in Luther’s Sermons on John
This eBook edition of "The Bondage of the
Will" has been formatted to the highest
digital standards and adjusted for
readability on all devices. On the Bondage
of the Will was Martin Luther's reply to
Desiderius Erasmus' work "On Free Will,"
which had appeared in 1524 as Erasmus'
first public attack on Luther after
Erasmus had been wary about the methods of
Luther for many years. At issue was
whether human beings, after the Fall of
Man, are free to choose good or evil.
Erasmus had asserted that all humans
possessed free will and that the doctrine
of predestination was not in accord with
the teachings contained in the Bible.
Luther's response was to reason that sin
incapacitates human beings from working
out their own salvation, and that they are
completely incapable of bringing
themselves to God. The debate between
Luther and Erasmus is one of the earliest
of the Reformation over the issue of free
will and predestination.
Martin Luther with preached and written
word unleashed the unconditional and
uncompromising gospel of God's love for
sinners in Jesus Christ, crucified and
risen. He exposed both man's lost
condition and Christ's unfathomable love
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with unrelenting persistence and
unmistakable clarity. Bound in sin, only
Christ could set the sinner free, and
Luther held Christ before his students,
hearers, and readers. That message marked
and formed his students and coworkers, and
yet after his death bitter disputes broke
out about some of the most central aspects
of his theology. Debates cut to the very
heart of the Reformation, and this while
its future hung precariously in the
balance. An Uncompromising Gospel
highlights Luther's key theological
teachings, details the controversies that
broke out over them after his death, and
provides important lessons for our own
day, as Christians still struggle to grasp
and hold forth the love of Christ for
sinners dead in trespasses and sins. As
Lutheranism in specific and Christianity
as a whole struggle to find and articulate
their identity in challenging times yet
once again, An Uncompromising Gospel
provides helpful reminders about what the
chief task and message of the church are
and ought to be as it presses forward in
God's grace and with the good news of
Christ Jesus.
The Captivation of the Will provocatively
revisits a perennial topic of controversy:
human free will. Highly esteemed Lutheran
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thinker Gerhard O. Forde cuts to the heart
of the subject by reexamining the famous
debate on the will between Luther and
Erasmus. Following a substantial
introduction by James A. Nestingen that
brings to life the historical background
of the debate, Forde thoroughly explores
Luther's "Bondage of the Will" and the
dispute between Erasmus and Luther that it
reflects. In the process of exposing this
debate's enduring significance for
Christians, Forde highlights its central
arguments about Scripture, God, the will,
and salvation in Christ. Luther recognized
that the only solution for humans bound by
sin is the forgiveness that comes from
Christ alone. Convinced that this insight
represents the heart of the Christian
gospel, Forde concludes with ten sermons
that proclaim the message of salvation
through Christ alone while elegantly
relating theological inquiry to everyday
life.
Luther's Theology of the Cross
Written in Answer to the Diatribe of
Erasmus on Free-will
Martin Luther
Human Freedom, Christian Righteousness
A Book Called in Latin Enchiridion Militis
Christiani, and in English The Manual of
the Christian Knight
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Fatal Discord
Man Between God and the Devil
This early work on Martin Luther is both expensive
and hard to find in its first edition. It details the life
of the monk responsible for translating the Bible
from Latin into German and for inspiring the
Lutheran movement. This is a fascinating work and is
thoroughly recommended for anyone interested in
the history of European religion. Many of the earliest
books, particularly those dating back to the 1900s
and before, are now extremely scarce. We are
republishing these classic works in affordable, high
quality, modern editions, using the original text and
artwork.
The doctrine of predestination was one of the most
discussed topics in the period that goes from the
beginning of the Reformation to the end of the XVII
century. In this book, Guido Stucco provides a
nuanced and thorough description of the unfolding of
events, doctrinal developments and controversies
surrounding this complex doctrine.
In autumn 1525, Luther wrote The Bondage of the
Will as a response to humanist and theologian
Erasmus of Rotterdam’s On Free Will. Luther’s
treatise is important on four accounts: First, Luther
wanted to show his own humanist education. Second,
against Erasmus, who had maintained that the
question of free will could not be decided just on the
basis of the Bible, Luther stressed the clarity
imbedded in Scripture. Third, Luther stressed that
his denial of the free will pertained to the issue of
salvation, while in other areas of life not relevant for
this fundamental existential matter, free will could
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be acknowledged. Finally, he introduces the
distinction of the revealed and the hidden God to
make clear that a Christian must focus on God as
shown in Jesus Christ rather than speculating about
God’s potency in general. Luther’s argument on the
matter of the bound and free will poses a challenge
and an invitation for constructive contemporary
theology. This volume is excerpted from The
Annotated Luther series, Volume 2. Each volume in
the series contains annotations, illustrations, and
notes to help shed light on Luther’s context and to
interpret his writings for today.
The Annotated Luther Study Edition
An Uncompromising Gospel
The Captivation of the Will
Written in Answer to the Diatribe of Erasmus on Freewill. First Pub. in the Year of Our Lord 1525
A Respectful Response to Luther, Calvin, and
Edwards
Martin Luther on the bondage of the will, written in
answer to the diatribe of Erasmus on free-will, tr. by
H. Cole
Recovering the Art of Christian Persuasion

Miikka Ruokanen reveals the powerfully
Trinitarian and participatory nature of Martin
Luther's conception of divine grace in his
magnum opus The Bondage of the Will. The
study establishes a genuinely new
understanding of Luther's major treatise
opening up its ecumenical potential. Luther's
debate with Erasmus signifies not only a
disagreement concerning free will, but the
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dispute reveals two contrasting
understandings of the very core idea of the
Christian faith. For Erasmus, the relationship
of the human being with God is based on the
rationally and morally acceptable principles
of fair play. For Luther, the human being is
captivated by the overwhelming power of
unfaith and transcendental evil, Satan; only
the monergistic grace of the Triune God and
the power of the Holy Spirit can liberate
him/her. Ruokanen verifies the Trinitarian
vision of salvation by grace alone as the
center of Luther's theology. This doctrine has
three dimensions. Firstly, the conversion of
the sinner and the birth of faith in Christ are
effected by prevenient divine grace;
justification through faith alone, is the sole
work of God's Spirit, comparable to creation
ex nihilo. Secondly, participation in the
person, life, and divine properties of Christ,
as well as participation in his salvific work,
his cross and resurrection, are possible solely
because of the presence of the Holy Spirit in
the believer. Justification means
simultaneously the forensic declaration of the
guilty non-guilty on the basis of the
atonement by Jesus' cross, as well as a union
with Christ in the Holy Spirit. Thirdly,
sanctification means the gradual growth of
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love for God and neighbor enabled by the
believer's participation in divine love in the
Holy Spirit. Ruokanen's work offers a crucial
modification and advance to the worldrenowned Finnish school of Luther
interpretation: Luther's classic use of
Pneumatological language avoids the
problems caused by using an ontological
language.
Martin Luther remains a popular, oft-quoted,
referenced, lauded historical figure. He is
often seen as the fulcrum upon which the
medieval turned into the modern, the last
great medieval or the first great modern; or,
he is the Protestant hero, the virulent antiSemite; the destroyer of Catholic decadence,
or the betrayer of the peasant cause. An
important but contested figure, he was all of
these things. Understanding Luther's context
helps us to comprehend how a single man
could be so many seemingly contradictory
things simultaneously. Martin Luther in
Context explores the world around Luther in
order to make the man and the Reformation
movement more understandable. Written by
an international team of leading scholars, it
includes over forty short, accessible essays,
all specially commissioned for this volume,
which reconstruct the life and world of Martin
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Luther. The volume also contextualizes the
scholarship and reception of Luther in the
popular mind.
Miikka Ruokanen reveals the powerfully
Trinitarian and participatory nature of Martin
Luther's conception of divine grace in his
magnum opus The Bondage of the Will. The
study establishes a genuinely new
understanding of Luther's major treatise
opening up its ecumenical potential. Luther's
debate with Erasmus signifies not only a
disagreement concerning free will, but the
dispute reveals two contrasting
understandings of the very core idea of the
Christian faith. For Erasmus, the relationship
of the human being with God is based on the
rationally and morally acceptable principles
of fair play. For Luther, the human being is
captivated by the overwhelming power of
unfaith and transcendental evil, Satan; only
the monergistic grace of the Triune God and
the power of the Holy Spirit can liberate
him/her. Ruokanen verifies the Trinitarian
vision of salvation “by grace alone” as the
center of Luther's theology. This doctrine has
three dimensions. Firstly, the conversion of
the sinner and the birth of faith in Christ are
effected by prevenient divine grace;
justification “through faith alone,” is the sole
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work of God's Spirit, comparable to creation
ex nihilo. Secondly, participation in the
person, life, and divine properties of Christ,
as well as participation in his salvific work,
his cross and resurrection, are possible solely
because of the presence of the Holy Spirit in
the believer. Justification means
simultaneously the forensic declaration of the
guilty non-guilty on the basis of the
atonement by Jesus' cross, as well as a union
with Christ in the Holy Spirit. Thirdly,
sanctification means the gradual growth of
love for God and neighbor enabled by the
believer's participation in divine love in the
Holy Spirit. Ruokanen's work offers a crucial
modification and advance to the worldrenowned Finnish school of Luther
interpretation: Luther's classic use of
Pneumatological language avoids the
problems caused by using an ontological
language.
To the Venerable Mister Erasmus of
Rotterdam, 1525
Facsimile Reproductions
Discourse on Free Will
From Geiler von Kaysersberg to Theodore
Beza
A Theological Study of Preaching and the
Church
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What is the role of the will in believing the good
news of the gospel? Why is there so much
controversy over free will throughout church
history? R. C. Sproul finds that Christians have often
been influenced by pagan views of the human will
that deny the effects of Adam's fall. In Willing to
Believe, Sproul traces the free-will controversy from
its formal beginning in the fifth century, with the
writings of Augustine and Pelagius, to the present.
Readers will gain understanding into the nuances
separating the views of Protestants and Catholics,
Calvinists and Arminians, and Reformed and
Dispensationalists. This book, like Sproul's Faith
Alone, is a major work on an essential evangelical
tenet.
This book argues the provocative thesis that Philip
Melanchthon, so often pictured as hopelessly caught
in the middle between Erasmus and Luther, and
more "Erasmian" than Lutheran in his thought, was,
at least in his theological methods and views, not
Erasmian at all, but in fact sharply opposed to
Erasmus. Author Timothy J. Wengert builds his case
largely on the basis of Melanchthon's Scholia on the
Epistle of Paul to the Colossians, employing the
critically important but seldom used second edition
of 1528, which was produced in the aftermath of
Luther and Erasmus's famous debate over the free
will. Wengert also draws on a wide range of other
contemporary sources, many of them well known
but, as he argues, frequently misunderstood.
Throughout this analysis he subjects a wide range of
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the secondary literature to sharp critical review.
From the vantage point of a relatively narrow
exegetical dispute, the book deals with a number of
important topics: the complicated and elusive
relationships between humanism and the
Reformation, Erasmus and Luther, Erasmus and
Melanchthon, and Melanchthon and Luther; the
theological issues of proper biblical interpretation, of
free will, and of divine and human righteousness;
and the hotly contested social problem of political
order. Human Freedom, Christian Righteousness will
be of interest not only to students and scholars of
Reformation theology, but to a broader audience of
those concerned with Renaissance and Reformation
history and literature.
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