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Making Documentary Films And Videos A Practical Guide To
Planning Filming Editing Documentaries Barry Hampe
An updated edition of the classic filmmaker's handbook discusses each step in creating documentaries
from conception to final film, and offers advice on capturing human behavior and recreating past events,
with new advice on how to get started in the field, an expanded section on researching and developing a
project, and updated resources. Original. 15,000 first printing.
"A realist with a sense of humor, Chasse is both stringent and encouraging as she covers every aspect of
creating a successful production." —Booklist starred review How to Make and Distribute a Documentary
without Losing Your Mind or Going Broke Documentary filmmaking requires more than just a passion for the
subject, whether it be one’s personal story or that of someone else, a historical event or a startling
discovery, a political movement or a heinous crime. Making a documentary and getting it in front of an
audience requires determination, careful planning, money, and a strong production team. With over thirty
years of experience in filmmaking, author Betsy Chasse mentors readers every step of the way with a downto-earth approach and invaluable advice. Chapters cover topics such as: Choosing a Subject Developing a
Business Plan Securing Financial Backing Assembling a Production Team Nailing Interviews and Shooting BRoll Getting through Post-Production Distributing and Marketing the Film Both novices and experienced
filmmakers will benefit from this all-inclusive guide. With the right knowledge, persistence, and The
Documentary Filmmaking Master Class in their camera bags, readers will not only turn their visions into
reality, they’ll be able to share the results with others and navigate the process with confidence.
The purpose of this book is to offer a learning experience and an exploration into directing documentary
story projects. Secondly, to provide fundamental and advanced ideas about actuality documentary
filmmaking and nonfiction storytelling of all types using film, video, multimedia and other mediums.
There are numerous critical reviews of documentary films and the stories they tell from a directing and
filmmaking perspective. Understanding the storytelling structure of certain documentary directing styles
helps in learning and building a personal directing approach. The best directors understand the
traditions and aesthetics of the medium in which they are working. They also have an understanding of
the crafts involved and may have worked at some of those jobs themselves. The focus of this book is on
directing, but it also includes information that experienced directors should know about the process of
constructing a documentary story. Finally, this book is a great read for anyone with a strong interest
in documentary or nonfiction storytelling.
Documentary filmmaker Peter Pepe and historical archaeologist Joseph W. Zarzynski provide a concise
guide to filmmaking designed to help archaeologists navigate the unfamiliar world of documentary film.
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They offer a step-by-step description of the process of making a documentary, everything from initial
pitches to production companies to final cuts in the editing. Using examples from their own awardwinning documentaries, they focus on the needs of the archaeologist: Where do you fit in the project?
What is expected of you? How can you help your documentarian partner? The authors provide guidance on
finding funding, establishing budgets, writing scripts, interviewing, and numerous other tasks required
to produce and distribute a film. Whether you intend to sell a special to National Geographic or churn
out a brief clip to run at the local museum, read this book before you start.
Writing, Directing, and Producing Documentary Films and Digital Videos
How Documentary Filmmakers Reimagined America
A Letter to Filmmakers, Students, and Scholars
The Ultimate Guide to Documentary Filmmaking
The Documentary Filmmaker's Roadmap
How to Direct Documentaries and More!
Michael Rabiger guides the reader through the stages required to conceive, edit and produce a documentary. He also provides advice on the
law, ethics and authorship as well as career possibilities and finding work.
“A towering achievement, and a volume I know I'll be consulting on a regular basis.”-Leonard Maltin "Authoritative, accessible, and elegantly
written, Screening Reality is the history of American documentary film we have been waiting for." --Kenneth Turan, Los Angeles Times film
critic From Edison to IMAX, Ken Burns to virtual environments, the first comprehensive history of American documentary film and the
remarkable men and women who changed the way we view the world. Amidst claims of a new “post-truth” era, documentary filmmaking has
experienced a golden age. Today, more documentaries are made and widely viewed than ever before, illuminating our increasingly fraught
relationship with what's true in politics and culture. For most of our history, Americans have depended on motion pictures to bring the realities
of the world into view. And yet the richly complex, ever-evolving relationship between nonfiction movies and American history is virtually
unexplored. Screening Reality is a widescreen view of how American “truth” has been discovered, defined, projected, televised, and streamed
during more than one hundred years of dramatic change, through World Wars I and II, the dawn of mass media, the social and political turmoil
of the sixties and seventies, and the communications revolution that led to a twenty-first century of empowered yet divided Americans. In the
telling, professional filmmaker Jon Wilkman draws on his own experience, as well as the stories of inventors, adventurers, journalists,
entrepreneurs, artists, and activists who framed and filtered the world to inform, persuade, awe, and entertain. Interweaving American and
motion picture history, and an inquiry into the nature of truth on screen, Screening Reality is essential and fascinating reading for anyone
looking to expand an understanding of the American experience and today's truth-challenged times.
How to use documentary visual storytelling concepts and production techniques to make documentaries of all types and formats. Producing,
Writing, Directing, Camera, Editing and Distribution covered including actual case studies of all types of documentaries, with Pre-production,
Production and Post-production. Fully Illustrated. Interactive Links—New updated Third Edition.
The documentary, a genre as old as cinema itself, has traditionally aspired to objectivity. Whether making ethnographic, propagandistic, or
educational films, documentarians have pointed the camera outward, drawing as little attention to themselves as possible. In recent decades,
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however, a new kind of documentary has emerged in which the filmmaker has become the subject of the work. Whether chronicling family
history, sexual identity, or a personal or social world, this new generation of nonfiction filmmakers has defiantly embraced autobiography.In The
Subject of Documentary, Michael Renov focuses on how documentary filmmaking has become an important means for both examining and
constructing selfhood. By looking at key figures in documentary filmmaking as well as noncanonical video art and avant-garde artists, Renov
broadens the definition of what counts as documentary, and explores the intersection of the personal and political, considering how memory
can create a way into asking troubling questions about identity, oppression, and resiliency.Offering historical context for the explosion of
personal nonfiction filmmaking in the 1980s and 1990s, Renov analyzes films in which the subjectivity of the filmmaker is expressly defined in
relation to political struggle or historical trauma, from Haskell Wexler's Medium Cool to Jonas Mekas's Lost, Lost, Lost. And, looking beyond
the traditional documentary, Renov contemplates such nontraditional modes of autobiographical practice as the essay film, the video
confession, and the personal Web page.Unique in its attention to diverse expressions of personal nonfiction filmmaking, The Subject of
Documentary forges a new understanding of the heightened role and function of subjectivity in contemporary documentary practice.Michael
Renov is professor of critical studies at the USC School of Cinema-Television. He is the editor of Theorizing Documentary and the coeditor of
Resolutions: Contemporary Video Practices (Minnesota, 1996) and Collecting Visible Evidence (Minnesota, 1999).
The Subject of Documentary
Directing the Documentary
A Down & Dirty DV Production
Documentary Film: A Very Short Introduction
Documentary Filmmaking for Archaeologists
Create Documentary Films, Videos, and Multimedia
Making Documentary Films and VideosA Practical Guide to Planning, Filming, and Editing DocumentariesTranscreen Publications
Originally released in 1998, Documenting the Documentary responded to a scholarly landscape in which documentary film was largely
understudied and undervalued aesthetically, and analyzed instead through issues of ethics, politics, and film technology. Editors Barry Keith
Grant and Jeannette Sloniowski addressed this gap by presenting a useful survey of the artistic and persuasive aspects of documentary film from
a range of critical viewpoints. This new edition of Documenting the Documentary adds five new essays on more recent films in addition to the text
of the first edition. Thirty-one film and media scholars, many of them among the most important voices in the area of documentary film, cover the
significant developments in the history of documentary filmmaking from Nanook of the North (1922), the first commercially released
documentary feature, to contemporary independent film and video productions like Werner Herzog's Grizzly Man (2005) and the controversial
Borat (2006). The works discussed also include representative examples of many important national and stylistic movements and various
production contexts, from mainstream to avant-garde. In all, this volume offers a series of rich and revealing analyses of those "regimes of truth"
that still fascinate filmgoers as much today as they did at the very beginnings of film history. As documentary film and visual media become
increasingly important ways for audiences to process news and information, Documenting the Documentary continues to be a vital resource to
understanding the genre. Students and teachers of film studies and fans of documentary film will appreciate this expanded classic volume.
A New History of Documentary Film, Second Edition offers a much-needed resource, considering the very rapid changes taking place within
documentary media. Building upon the best-selling 2005 edition, Betsy McLane keeps the same chronological examination, factual reliability, ease
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of use and accessible prose style as before, while also weaving three new threads - Experimental Documentary, Visual Anthropology and
Environmental/Nature Films - into the discussion. She provides emphasis on archival and preservation history, present practices, and future needs
for documentaries. Along with preservation information, specific problems of copyright and fair use, as they relate to documentary, are
considered. Finally, A History of Documentary Film retains and updates the recommended readings and important films and the end of each
chapter from the first edition, including the bibliography and appendices. Impossible to talk learnedly about documentary film without an audiovisual component, a companion website will increase its depth of information and overall usefulness to students, teachers and film enthusiasts.
Documentary Filmmaking: A Contemporary Field Guide, Second Edition, is a skills-oriented, step-by-step guide to creating documentary films,
from the initial idea phase to distribution. Thoroughly updated to highlight the effects of technological advances and social media, this compact
handbook offers something for all types of students: documentary recommendations (for the film buff); illustrations, examples, and commentary
from working documentary makers, producers, editors, and distributors (for the more grounded, visual learner); the latest trends in Internet
video (for the more "techie" documentarian); and practical financial tips, fundraising ideas, and legal considerations (for the more idealistic-and
not always realistic-visionary). New to this Edition · A look at innovative uses of Facebook, YouTube, and file sharing sites · Coverage of
groundbreaking new ways to fund projects, including the use of crowdfunding sites like Kickstarter and Indiegogo · Analysis of the prevailing
effect of technical advances--DSLRs, LED light panels, smart phone video, Bluetooth microphones, and 3D--on production · Discussion of the role
of short-form documentaries in this new interactive and social-media-fueled culture · Illuminating Interviews and commentary from producers
and directors of recent works, including CJ Hunt, Heidi Ewing, Rachel Grady, Barbara Grandvoinet, Ken Kobre, John Leaños, and Jennifer
Maytorena Taylor
The Cinema of Me
Documentary Filmmaking
Screening Reality
Documentary Display
Theory and Practice
The New Chinese Documentary Film Movement

In a new edition of this popular guidebook, filmmakers Alan Rosenthal and Ned Eckhardt show
readers how to utilize the latest innovations in equipment, technologies, and production
techniques for success in the digital, web-based world of documentary film. All twenty-four
chapters of the volume have been revised to reflect the latest advances in documentary
filmmaking. Rosenthal and Eckhardt discuss the myriad ways in which technological changes
have impacted the creation process of documentary films, including how these evolving
technologies both complicate and enrich filmmaking today. The book provides crucial insights
for the filmmaker from the film’s conception to distribution of the finished film. Topics include
creating dynamic proposals, writing narration, and navigating the murky world of contracts.
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Also included are many practical tips for first-time filmmakers. To provide context and to
illustrate techniques, Rosenthal and Eckhardt reference more than one hundred
documentaries in detail. A new appendix, “Using the Web and Social Media to Prepare for
Your Career,” guides filmmakers through the process of leveraging social media and
crowdsourcing for success in filmmaking, fund-raising, and promotion. A day-to-day field
manual packed with invaluable lessons, this volume is essential reading for both novice and
experienced documentary filmmakers.
What does it mean to be a documentary filmmaker in today's world? How are new
technologies changing documentary filmmaking? What new forms of documentary are
emerging? Recent technological developments have made the making and distribution of
documentary films easier and more widespread than ever before. Creative Documentary:
Theory and Practice is an innovative and essential guide that comprehensively embraces
these changing contexts and provides you with the ideas, methods, and critical understanding
to support successful documentary making. It helps the aspiring 'total filmmaker' understand
the contemporary contexts for production, equipping you also with the understanding of
creativity and visual storytelling you'll need to excel. Bridging the gap between theory and
practice, it outlines the contemporary, institutional, practical and financial contexts for
production - always encouraging innovation and originality. Key features: Five sections
covering creativity and creative documentary and the contemporary creative industries:
strategies for developing documentary ideas; the art of documentary narrative; digital
production methods; new documentary forms; distribution and financing. Provides a
comprehensive overview of critical thought and techniques in digital documentary
filmmaking. Authors and specialist contributors combine the experience, knowledge and skills
of academics and media professionals working in the industry. Practical case studies support
analysis and reflection. Exercises, checklists, interviews with professionals and further
reading materials accompany each chapter. A historical overview of world documentary.
Creative Documentary: Theory and Practice is an essential guide for those engaged in the
study and practice of documentary theory and making, as well as key reading for those more
broadly interested in video, film and media theory and production.
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The easy way for kids to get started with filmmaking If you've been bitten by the filmmaking
bug—even if youdon't have a background in video or access to fancyequipment—Digital
Filmmaking For Kids makes it easy toget up and running with digital filmmaking! This fun and
friendlyguide walks you through a ton of cool projects that introduce youto all stages of
filmmaking. Packed with full-color photos,easy-to-follow instruction, and simple examples, it
shows you howto write a script, create a storyboard, pick a set, light a scene,master topquality sound, frame and shoot, edit, add specialeffects, and share your finished product with
friends or a globalaudience. Anyone can take a selfie or upload a silly video toYouTube—but it
takes practice and skill to shootprofessional-looking frames and make your own short film.
Writtenby a film and video professional who has taught hundreds ofstudents, this kidaccessible guide provides you with hands-onprojects that make it fun to learn all aspects of
video production,from planning to scripting to filming to editing. Plus, it includesaccess to
videos that highlight and demonstrate skills covered inthe book, making learning even easier
and less intimidating tograsp. Create a film using the tools at hand Plan, script, light and
shoot your video Edit and share your film Plan a video project from start to finish If you're a
student aged 7–16 with an interest in creatingand sharing your self-made video, this friendly
guide lights theway for your start in digital filmmaking.
A Pulitzer Prize-winning history of the mistreatment of black Americans. In this 'precise and
eloquent work' - as described in its Pulitzer Prize citation - Douglas A. Blackmon brings to
light one of the most shameful chapters in American history - an 'Age of Neoslavery' that
thrived in the aftermath of the Civil War through the dawn of World War II. Using a vast
record of original documents and personal narratives, Blackmon unearths the lost stories of
slaves and their descendants who journeyed into freedom after the Emancipation
Proclamation and then back into the shadow of involuntary servitude thereafter. By turns
moving, sobering and shocking, this unprecedented account reveals these stories, the
companies that profited the most from neoslavery, and the insidious legacy of racism that
reverberates today.
A Handbook for Making Documentary and Ethnographic Films and Videos
Digital Filmmaking For Kids For Dummies
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Creative Nonfiction on Screen
The Documentary Film Makers Handbook, 2nd Edition
A Practical Guide to Planning, Production and Distribution
Cross-Cultural Filmmaking
When a filmmaker makes a film with herself as a subject, she is already divided as both the subject
matter of the film and the subject making the film. The two senses of the word are immediately in play
– the matter and the maker—thus the two ways of being subjectified as both subject and object.
Subjectivity finds its filmic expression, not surprisingly, in very personal ways, yet it is
nonetheless shaped by and in relation to collective expressions of identity that can transform the
cinema of 'me' into the cinema of 'we'. Leading scholars and practitioners of first-person film are
brought together in this groundbreaking collection to consider the theoretical, ideological, and
aesthetic challenges wrought by this form of filmmaking in its diverse cultural, geographical, and
political contexts.
A practical step-by-step course showing how you can begin making your first documentary movies, from
researching and defining your theme, style, and the treatment that will drive your film, to organizing
the production and, ultimately, getting it seen by a wider audience.
So you want to make a documentary, but think you don't have a lot of time, money, or experience? It's
time to get down and dirty! Down and dirty is a filmmaking mindset. It's the mentality that forces you
to be creative with your resources. It's about doing more with less. Get started NOW with this book and
DVD set, a one-stop shop written by a guerrilla filmmaker, for guerrilla filmmakers. You will learn how
to make your project better, faster, and cheaper. The pages are crammed with 500 full-color pictures,
tips from the pros, resources, checklists and charts, making it easy to find what you need fast. The
DVD includes: * Video and audio tutorials, useful forms, and interviews with leading documentary
filmmakers like Albert Maysles (Grey Gardens), Sam Pollard (4 Little Girls), and others * 50+ Crazy
Phat Bonus pages with jump start charts, online resources, releases, storyboards, checklists, equipment
guides, and shooting procedures Here's just a small sampling of what's inside the book: * Putting
together a crew * Choosing a camera * New HDV and 24P cameras * Shooting in rough neighborhoods *
Interview skills and techniques * 10 ways to lower your budget * Common production forms
From the #1 New York Times-bestselling author of The 48 Laws of Power comes the definitive new book on
decoding the behavior of the people around you Robert Greene is a master guide for millions of readers,
distilling ancient wisdom and philosophy into essential texts for seekers of power, understanding and
mastery. Now he turns to the most important subject of all - understanding people's drives and
motivations, even when they are unconscious of them themselves. We are social animals. Our very lives
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depend on our relationships with people. Knowing why people do what they do is the most important tool
we can possess, without which our other talents can only take us so far. Drawing from the ideas and
examples of Pericles, Queen Elizabeth I, Martin Luther King Jr, and many others, Greene teaches us how
to detach ourselves from our own emotions and master self-control, how to develop the empathy that
leads to insight, how to look behind people's masks, and how to resist conformity to develop your
singular sense of purpose. Whether at work, in relationships, or in shaping the world around you, The
Laws of Human Nature offers brilliant tactics for success, self-improvement, and self-defense.
Documentary Making for Digital Humanists
The Insiders' Guide to Factual Filmmaking
Documentary Directing and Storytelling
The Starter Guide to Documentary Filmmaking
A Contemporary Field Guide
Kill the Documentary

Not all documentary films and videos are sober depictions of the real world. Documentary representations can present expressive,
entertaining, and spectacular images and explore modes of "showing," in which sensation is the vehicle of cognition and
knowledge. This display is analyzed within the popular and prominent forms of found- footage film, "rockumentary," the city film,
nonfiction surf film and video, and certain views of natural science. An accessible and informed study, its focus on entertaining,
popular, spectacular, and sensational forms of nonfiction representation is an important contribution to theoretical analysis of
documentary film and video.
As Alan Rosenthal states in the preface to this new edition of his acclaimed resource for filmmakers, Writing, Directing, and
Producing Documentary Films and Videos is “a book about storytelling—how to tell great and moving stories about fascinating
people, whether they be villains or heroes.” In response to technological advances and the growth of the documentary hybrid in
the past five years, Rosenthal reconsiders how one approaches documentary filmmaking in the twenty-first century. Simply and
clearly, he explains how to tackle day-to-day problems, from initial concept through distribution. He demonstrates his ideas
throughout the book with examples from key filmmakers’ work. New aspects of this fourth edition include a vital new chapter titled
"Making Your First Film," and a considerable enlargement of the section for producers, "Staying Alive," which includes an
extensive discussion of financing, marketing, festivals, and distribution. This new edition offers a revised chapter on nonlinear
editing, more examples of precise and exacting proposals, and the addition of a complex budget example with explanation of the
budgeting process. Discussion of documentary hybrids, with suggestions for mastering changes and challenges, has also been
expanded, while the “Family Films” chapter includes updated information that addresses rapid expansion in this genre.
Can the documentary be useful? Can a film change how its viewers think about the world and their potential role in it? In Kill the
Documentary, the award-winning director Jill Godmilow issues an urgent call for a new kind of nonfiction filmmaking. She critiques
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documentary films from Nanook of the North to the recent Ken Burns/Lynn Novick series The Vietnam War. Tethered to what
Godmilow calls the “pedigree of the real” and the “pornography of the real,” they fail to activate their viewers’ engagement with
historical or present-day problems. Whether depicting the hardships of poverty or the horrors of war, conventional documentaries
produce an “us-watching-them” mode that ultimately reinforces self-satisfaction and self-absorption. In place of the conventional
documentary, Godmilow advocates for a “postrealist” cinema. Instead of offering the faux empathy and sentimental spectacle of
mainstream documentaries, postrealist nonfiction films are acts of resistance. They are experimental, interventionist, performative,
and transformative. Godmilow demonstrates how a film can produce meaningful, useful experience by forcefully challenging ways
of knowing and how viewers come to understand the world. She considers her own career as a filmmaker as well as the formal
and political strategies of artists such as Luis Buñuel, Georges Franju, Harun Farocki, Trinh T. Minh-ha, Rithy Panh, and other
directors. Both manifesto and guidebook, Kill the Documentary proposes provocative new ways of making and watching films.
The Documentary Filmmaker’s Roadmap is a concise and practical guide to making a feature-length documentary film—from
funding to production to distribution, exhibition and marketing. Using her award-winning film Musicwood—a New York Times
Critics’ Pick—as a case study, director Maxine Trump guides the reader through the complex lifecycle of the documentary Film.
Her interviews with lawyers, funders, distributors, TV executives and festival programmers provide a behind-the-scenes look that
will assist readers on their own filmmaking journey. Written from the perspective of a successful documentary filmmaker, the book
covers mistakes made and lessons learned, a discussion on the documentary genre, crowdfunding, pre-production through post,
test screenings, the festival circuit distribution, legal pitfalls, fair use and more. Perfect for documentary filmmaking students and
aspiring filmmakers alike, this book emphasizes the skills needed to succeed in a competitive production market. An appendix
includes useful web links for further study, a list of films for recommended viewing and sample release forms. This concise guide is
ideal for the classroom or as a quick reference out in the field, at a budget meeting or in the editing room.
The Documentary Moviemaking Course
Documentary Editing
The re-enslavement of black americans from the civil war to World War Two
The Self and Subjectivity in First Person Documentary
Making Documentary Films and Reality Videos
Slavery by Another Name
Documentary Storytelling has reached filmmakers and filmgoers worldwide with its unique focus on
the key ingredient for success in the growing global documentary marketplace: storytelling. This
practical guide reveals how today’s top filmmakers bring the tools of narrative cinema to the
world of nonfiction film and video without sacrificing the rigor and truthfulness that give
documentaries their power. The book offers practical advice for producers, directors, editors,
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cinematographers, writers and others seeking to make ethical and effective films that merge the
strengths of visual and aural media with the power of narrative storytelling. In this new,
updated edition, Emmy Award-winning author Sheila Curran Bernard offers: New strategies for
analyzing documentary work New conversations with filmmakers including Stanley Nelson (The Black
Panthers), Kazuhiro Soda (Mental), Orlando von Einsiedel (Virunga), and Cara Mertes (JustFilms)
Discussions previously held with Susan Kim (Imaginary Witness), Deborah Scranton (The War
Tapes), Alex Gibney (Taxi to the Dark Side), and James Marsh (Man on Wire).
How do you create award-winning documentaries that stand the test of time? And have a whole lot
of fun doing it? David Kennard has been producing, directing and writing non-fiction shows for
PBS, the BBC, Discovery Channel, international television and theatrical distribution for 50
years. During that time, he has helped to create more than 120 films and full-length TV
programs, 35 studio shows and many shorter videos. His credits include "Cosmos" with Carl Sagan,
"Connections" with James Burke, "2001: HAL's Legacy" with Arthur C. Clarke, "The Promise of
Play" with Jane Goodall, "Children of the Way" with David Attenborough, "Journey of the
Universe" with Brian Swimme, "We The People" with Peter Jennings, "Keeping Score" with Michael
Tilson Thomas and "Wine for the Confused" with John Cleese. His awards include Regional,
National and International Emmys, the Dupont Columbia, American Historical Association,
International Science Film Festival, Rhode Island Film Festival, ASCAP, BAFTA and Peabody
Awards.Part memoir, part story, part introduction to some amazing and famous people, part
discussion of the documentary art, this book aims to be both informative and entertaining.
Documentary film can encompass anything from Robert Flaherty's pioneering ethnography Nanook of
the North to Michael Moore's anti-Iraq War polemic Fahrenheit 9/11, from Dziga Vertov's artful
Soviet propaganda piece Man with a Movie Camera to Luc Jacquet's heart-tugging wildlife epic
March of the Penguins. In this concise, crisply written guide, Patricia Aufderheide takes
readers along the diverse paths of documentary history and charts the lively, often fierce
debates among filmmakers and scholars about the best ways to represent reality and to tell the
truths worth telling. Beginning with an overview of the central issues of documentary
filmmaking--its definitions and purposes, its forms and founders--Aufderheide focuses on several
of its key subgenres, including public affairs films, government propaganda (particularly the
works produced during World War II), historical documentaries, and nature films. Her thematic
approach allows readers to enter the subject matter through the kinds of films that first
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attracted them to documentaries, and it permits her to make connections between eras, as well as
revealing the ongoing nature of documentary's core controversies involving objectivity,
advocacy, and bias. Interwoven throughout are discussions of the ethical and practical
considerations that arise with every aspect of documentary production. A particularly useful
feature of the book is an appended list of "100 great documentaries" that anyone with a serious
interest in the genre should see. Drawing on the author's four decades of experience as a film
scholar and critic, this book is the perfect introduction not just for teachers and students but
also for all thoughtful filmgoers and for those who aspire to make documentaries themselves.
About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short
Introductions offer an introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by
experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest contemporary thinking about the central
problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to
Islam.
Documentary Storytelling is unique in offering an in-depth look at story and structure as
applied not to Hollywood fiction, but to films and videos based on factual material and the
drama of real life. With the growing popularity of documentaries in today's global media
marketplace, demand for powerful and memorable storytelling has never been greater. This
practical guide offers advice for every stage of production, from research and proposal writing
to shooting and editing, and applies it to diverse subjects and film styles, from vérité and
personal narrative to archival histories and more. Filled with real-world examples drawn from
the author's career and the experiences of some of today's top documentarians, Documentary
Storytelling includes special interview chapters with Ric Burns, Jon Else, Nick Fraser, Susan
Froemke, Sam Pollard, Onyekachi Wambu and other film professionals. This second edition has been
brought up to date with a more international focus, a look at lower-budget independent
filmmaking, and consideration of newer films including Super Size Me, Murderball, So Much So
Fast, and When the Levees Broke.
Writing, Directing, and Producing Documentary Films and Videos, Fourth Edition
For the Public Record
A New History of Documentary Film
The This Much is True - 15 Directors on Documentary Filmmaking
Close Readings of Documentary Film and Video, New and Expanded Edition
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A Practical Guide to Planning, Filming, and Editing Documentaries

The New Chinese Documentary Film Movement is a groundbreaking project unveiling recent documentary film work that has
transformed visual culture in China, and brought new immediacy along with a broader base of participation to Chinese media. As a
foundational text, this volume provides a much-needed introduction to the topic of Chinese documentary film, the signature mode of
contemporary Chinese visual culture. These essays examine how documentary filmmakers have opened up a unique new space of
social commentary and critique in an era of rapid social changes amid globalization and marketization. The essays cover topics
ranging from cruelty in documentary to the representation of Beijing; gay, lesbian and queer documentary; sound in documentary; the
exhibition context in China; authorial intervention and subjectivity; and the distinctive "on the spot" aesthetics of contemporary
Chinese documentary. This volume will be critical reading for scholars in disciplines ranging from film and media studies to Chinese
studies and Asian studies.
The Insiders’ Guide to Factual Filmmaking is an accessible and comprehensive ‘how to’ guide about the craft of making
documentaries for TV, online or social media. Filmmaker Tony Stark distils a long career at the BBC and as an independent producer
to explain the conceptual, visual, editorial and organisational skills needed to make impactful and stylish factual films. Interviews
with top industry professionals in the UK and US - commissioners, executive producers, filmmakers, strand editors and media
lawyers – add valuable insight and authority to this book. For more experienced filmmakers The Insiders’ Guide tells you how to get
the green light for undercover investigations, how to tell film stories online and on social media, and how to budget a factual film.
This is a key text for anyone who wants to succeed in the rapidly changing, competitive freelance markets in Britain and America. It
provides expert guidance to students on filmmaking courses, journalists wanting to move from print to video and non-professionals
with an interest in film-making. Whatever the final destination of your film – and whatever the budget - The Insiders’ Guide provides
a vital roadmap. The book’s accompanying website is a ‘show-me’ resource for new directors: with 24 specially-shot film clips
illustrating the key rules of filmic grammar and sequence shooting – together with downloadable versions of essential production
forms.
This extraordinary handbook was inspired by the distinctive concerns of anthropologists and others who film people in the field. The
authors cover the practical, technical, and theoretical aspects of filming, from fundraising to exhibition, in lucid and complete
detail—information never before assembled in one place. The first section discusses filmmaking styles and the assumptions that
frequently hide unacknowledged behind them, as well as the practical and ethical issues involved in moving from fieldwork to
filmmaking. The second section concisely and clearly explains the technical aspects, including how to select and use equipment, how
to shoot film and video, and the reasons for choosing one or the other, and how to record sound. Finally, the third section outlines the
entire process of filmmaking: preproduction, production, postproduction, and distribution. Filled with useful illustrations and
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covering documentary and ethnographic filmmaking of all kinds, Cross-Cultural Filmmaking will be as essential to the anthropologist
or independent documentarian on location as to the student in the classroom.
Directing the Documentary is the definitive book on the documentary form, that will allow you to master the craft of documentary
filmmaking. Focusing on the hands-on work needed to make your concept a reality, it covers the documentary filmmaking process
from top to bottom, providing in-depth lessons on every aspect of preproduction, production, and postproduction. The book includes
dozens of projects, practical exercises, and thought-provoking questions, and offers best practices for researching and honing your
documentary idea, developing a crew, guiding your team, and much more. This fully revised and updated 7th edition also includes
brand new content on the rise of the documentary series, the impact of video on-demand and content aggregators, updated
information on prosumer and professional video (including 4K+), coverage of new audio & lighting solutions and trends in postproduction, coverage of the immersive documentary, and provides practical sets of solutions for low, medium, and high budget
documentary film productions throughout. The companion website has also been fully updated to a variety of new projects and forms.
By combining expert advice on the storytelling process, the technical aspects of filmmaking and commentary on the philosophical
underpinnings of the art, this book provides the practical and holistic understanding you need to become a highly regarded, original,
and ethical contributor to the genre. Ideal for both aspiring and established documentary filmmakers, this book has it all.
So That's a Wrap
The Laws of Human Nature
Making Documentary Films and Videos
Documenting the Documentary
Principles & Practice
Tell Your Story from Concept to Distribution
Interest in documentary filmmaking has never been greater. There are more documentaries
now playing in mainstream cinemas than ever before. The Documentary Masterclass offers an
engaging insight into the techniques of ten leading documentary directors.
This new edition of Bill Nichols’s bestselling text provides an up-to-date introduction
to the most important issues in documentary history and criticism. Designed for students
in any field that makes use of visual evidence and persuasive strategies, Introduction to
Documentary identifies the distinguishing qualities of documentary and teaches the viewer
how to read documentary film. Each chapter takes up a discrete question, from "How did
documentary filmmaking get started?" to "Why are ethical issues central to documentary
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filmmaking?" Carefully revised to take account of new work and trends, this volume
includes information on more than 100 documentaries released since the first edition, an
expanded treatment of the six documentary modes, new still images, and a greatly expanded
list of distributors.
Discusses each step in creating documentaries from conception to final film, and offers
advice on capturing human behavior and recreating past events
This fluent and comprehensive field guide responds to increased interest, across the
humanities, in the ways in which digital technologies can disrupt and open up new
research and pedagogical avenues. It is designed to help scholars and students engage
with their subjects using an audio-visual grammar, and to allow readers to efficiently
gain the technical and theoretical skills necessary to create and disseminate their own
trans-media projects. Documentary Making for Digital Humanists sets out the fundamentals
of filmmaking, explores academic discourse on digital documentaries and online
distribution, and considers the place of this discourse in the evolving academic
landscape. The book walks its readers through the intellectual and practical processes of
creating digital media and documentary projects. It is further equipped with video
elements, supplementing specific chapters and providing brief and accessible
introductions to the key components of the filmmaking process. This will be a valuable
resource to humanist scholars and students seeking to embrace new media production and
the digital landscape, and to those researchers interested in using means beyond the
written word to disseminate their work. It constitutes a welcome contribution to the
burgeoning field of digital humanities, as the first practical guide of its kind designed
to facilitate humanist interactions with digital filmmaking, and to empower scholars and
students alike to create and distribute new media audio-visual artefacts.
Creative Documentary
The Shut Up and Shoot Documentary Guide
The Documentary Filmmaking Master Class
A Practical Guide to Planning, Filming, and Editing Documentaries of Real Events
Documentary Storytelling
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Documentary Editing offers clear and detailed strategies for tackling every stage of the documentary editing process, from organizing raw footage and building
select reels to fine cutting and final export. Written by a Sundance award- winning documentary editor with a dozen features to his credit and containing examples
from over 100 films, this book presents a step-by-step guide for how to turn seemingly shapeless footage into focused scenes, and how to craft a structure for a
documentary of any length. The book contains insights and examples from seven of America’s top documentary editors, including Geoffrey Richman (The
Cove, Sicko), Kate Amend (The Keepers, Into the Arms of Strangers), and Mary Lampson (Harlan County U.S.A.), and a companion website contains easy-tofollow video tutorials. Written for both practitioners and enthusiasts, Documentary Editing offers unique and invaluable insights into the documentary editing
process.
Making Stronger and More Dramatic Nonfiction Films
50 Years of Fun and Adventure Making Documentary Films
Introduction to Documentary, Second Edition
Second Edition
A Comprehensive Guide to Using Documentary Storytelling Techniques for Film, Video, the Internet and Digital Media Projects
Re-viewing Nonfiction Film and Video
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