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Meaning Of Things
A mortally wounded R'shiel seeks the healing powers of the
believed-extinct magical Harshini, while Tarja and the
Defenders consider an alliance with a long-time adversary in
order to protect themselves against Karien invaders.
We must, he argues, frame our questions in a way which
encompasses both enchantment and critical reason, and he
offers an outline here for doing so. A passionate plea for a
fundamental reexamination of the entrenched assumptions of
the modern era, this book deals with issues of vital concern to
modern societies and should be read by scholars across
disciplines.
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Things make us just as much as we make things. And yet,
unlike the study of languages or places, there is no discipline
devoted to the study of material things. This book shows why it
is time to acknowledge and confront this neglect and how
much we can learn from focusing our attention on stuff. The
book opens with a critique of the concept of superficiality as
applied to clothing. It presents the theories that are required
to understand the way we are created by material as well as
social relations. It takes us inside the very private worlds of
our home possessions and our processes of accommodating. It
considers issues of materiality in relation to the media, as well
as the implications of such an approach in relation, for
example, to poverty. Finally, the book considers objects which
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we use to define what it is to be alive and how we use objects
to cope with death. Based on more than thirty years of
research in the Caribbean, India, London and elsewhere, Stuff
is nothing less than a manifesto for the study of material
culture and a new way of looking at the objects that surround
us and make up so much of our social and personal life.
Known for his essays on culture, aesthetics, and literature,
Walter Benjamin also wrote on the philosophy of language.
For Alexander Stern, his famously obscure—and, for some,
hopelessly mystical—early work contains important insights,
anticipating and in some respects surpassing Wittgenstein’s
later thinking on the philosophy of language.
The Dictionary of Obscure Sorrows
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Things Are Meaning Less
Bereft of Reason
Finding Beauty, Grace, and Meaning When Things Fall Apart
The Visual Dictionary of Everyday Things
A Novel
The Property Species

Shiny Things combines an interest in visual art with a
broad attention to popular culture – the wideness of its
range is striking. It is more than just an expansion of
subject matter, which many of today’s innovative books
also have – it considers how a specific physical property
manifests itself in both art and culture at large, and
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contributes to an analysis of and polemics about the
world. It is accessibly written but with a careful
application of contemporary theory. Interesting,
informative, and entertaining, this will appeal to
progressive thinkers looking for new ways of presenting
ideas. This is scholarship that challenges stale thought
and interacts with philosophical ideas in real time, with a
versatility that can often be lacking in traditional
academic scholarship. Using art, especially contemporary
art, as its recurrent point of reference, the authors argue
that shininess has moved from a time when rarity gave
shiny things a direct meaning of power and
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transcendence. Shininess today is pervasive; its attraction
is a foundation of consumer culture with its attendant
effects on our architecture, our conceptions of the body,
and our production of spectacle. Power and the sacred as
readings of the shiny have given way to readings of
superficiality, irony and anxiety, while somehow
shininess has maintained its qualities of fascination,
newness and cleanliness. Examines the meanings and
functions of shininess in art and in culture more
generally: its contradictions of both preciousness and
superficiality, and its complexities of representation; the
way shininess itself is physically and metaphorically
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present in the construction of major conceptual
categories such as hygiene, utopias, the sublime and
camp; and the way the affects of shininess, rooted in its
inherent disorienting excess, produce irony, anxiety,
pleasure, kitsch, and fetishism. All of these large ideas
are embodied in the instantly noticeable, sometimes
precious and sometimes cheap physical presence of shiny
things, those things that catch our eye and divert our
attention. Shininess, then, is a compelling subject that
instantly attracts and fascinates people. The book
engages primarily with visual art, although it makes
frequent use of material culture, as well as advertising,
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film, literature, and other areas of popular and political
culture. The art world, however, is a place where many of
the affects of shininess come into clearest focus, where
the polemical semiotics of shine are most evident and
consciously explored. Artists as diverse as Anish Kapoor
(whose popular Cloud Gate sculpture in Chicago is a
repeating example in the book), Olafur Eliasson, Jeff
Koons, Carolee Schneemann, Audrey Flack, Fra
Angelico and Gerard ter Borch centre the book in an art
discourse that opens up to automobiles, Richard Nixon
and Liberace. Will be relevant to academics, scholars and
students with an interest in contemporary theory and
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material and popular cultures. Potential interest across
the humanities: philosophy, gender studies, perhaps
public relations, advertising and marketing. It will also
appeal to more general readers with an interest in
popular and material cultures, art and aesthetics. It is
written in a genuinely accessible style, and its ideas and
theory are embodied through examples and narratives.
Will be of interest to readers of Oliver Sacks, James
Gleick, George Lakoff, James Elkins or Rebecca Solnit.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “It’s undeniably
thrilling to find words for our strangest
feelings…Koenig casts light into lonely corners of human
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experience…An enchanting book. “ —The Washington
Post A truly original book in every sense of the word, The
Dictionary of Obscure Sorrows poetically defines
emotions that we all feel but don’t have the words to
express—until now. Have you ever wondered about the
lives of each person you pass on the street, realizing that
everyone is the main character in their own story, each
living a life as vivid and complex as your own? That
feeling has a name: “sonder.” Or maybe you’ve watched
a thunderstorm roll in and felt a primal hunger for
disaster, hoping it would shake up your life. That’s called
“lachesism.” Or you were looking through old photos and
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felt a pang of nostalgia for a time you’ve never actually
experienced. That’s “anemoia.” If you’ve never heard of
these terms before, that’s because they didn’t exist until
John Koenig set out to fill the gaps in our language of
emotion. The Dictionary of Obscure Sorrows “creates
beautiful new words that we need but do not yet have,”
says John Green, bestselling author of The Fault in Our
Stars. By turns poignant, relatable, and mind-bending,
the definitions include whimsical etymologies drawn
from languages around the world, interspersed with
otherworldly collages and lyrical essays that explore
forgotten corners of the human condition—from
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“astrophe,” the longing to explore beyond the planet
Earth, to “zenosyne,” the sense that time keeps getting
faster. The Dictionary of Obscure Sorrows is for anyone
who enjoys a shift in perspective, pondering the ineffable
feelings that make up our lives. With a gorgeous package
and beautiful illustrations throughout, this is the perfect
gift for creatives, word nerds, and human beings
everywhere.
This unique and fascinating book concentrates on the
varying roles and functions that material culture may
play in almost all aspects of the social fabric of a given
culture. The contributors, from Africa, Australia and
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Papua New Guinea, India, South America, the USA, and
both Eastern and Western Europe, provide a rich variety
of views and experience in a worldwide perspective.
Several of the authors focus on essential points of
principle and methodology that must be carefully
considered before any particular approach to material
culture is adopted. One of the many fundamental
questions posed in the book is whether or not all material
culture is equivalent to documents which can be 'read'
and interpreted by the outside observer. If it is, what is
the nature of the 'messages' or meanings conveyed in this
way? The book also questions the extent to which
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acceptance, and subsequent diffusion, of a religious
belief or symbol may be qualified by the status of the
individuals concerned in transmitting the innovation, as
well as by the stratification of the society involved.
Several authors deal with 'works of art' and the most
effective means of reaching an understanding of their
past significance. In some chapters semiotics is seen as
the most appropriate technique to apply to the decoding
of the assumed rules and grammars of material culture
expression.
Presents an analysis of nineteenth-century English
fiction, focusing on objects found in three Victorian
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novels, arguing that these items have meanings the
modern reader does not understand, but were clear to the
Victorian reader.
From the Axial Age to the Moral Revolution: John StuartGlennie, Karl Jaspers, and a New Understanding of the
Idea
Things You Can't Find in a Dictionary
Psychology for the Third Millennium, A
Compulsive Hoarding and Acquiring
The Meaning of Things
Toward a Sociology of Algorithms
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The New York Times bestseller. “Gripping . . . By turns
fascinating and heartbreaking . . . Stuff invites readers to
reevaluate their desire for things.”—Boston Globe “Amazing
. . . utterly engrossing . . . Read it.”—The Washington Post
Book World What possesses someone to save every scrap of
paper that’s ever come into his home? What compulsions
drive a person to sacrifice her marriage or career for an
accumulation of seemingly useless things? Randy Frost and
Gail Steketee were the first to study hoarding when they
began their work a decade ago. They didn’t expect that
they would end up treating hundreds of patients and
fielding thousands of calls from the families of hoarders.
Their vivid case studies (reminiscent of Oliver Sacks) in
Stuff show how you can identify a hoarder—piles on sofas
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and beds that make the furniture useless, houses that can
be navigated only by following small paths called goat trails,
vast piles of paper that the hoarders “churn” but never
discard, even collections of animals and garbage—and
illuminate the pull that possessions exert over all of us.
Whether we’re savers, collectors, or compulsive cleaners,
very few of us are in fact free of the impulses that drive
hoarders to extremes. “Authoritative, haunting, and
mysterious. It is also intensely, not to say compulsively
readable.”—Tracy Kidder, Pulitzer Prize-winning author
“Fascinating . . . a good mix of cultural and psychological
theories on hoarding.”—Newsweek “Pioneering researchers
offer a superb overview of a complex disorder that
interferes with the lives of more than six-million Americans .
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. . An absorbing, gripping, important report.”—Kirkus
Reviews (starred review)
Imaginative design will be a crucial factor in enacting
sustainability in people's daily lives. Yet current design
practice is trapped in consumerist cycles of innovation and
production, making it difficult to imagine how we might
develop a more meaningful and sustainable rendition of
material culture. Through fundamental design research, The
Spirit of Design challenges a host of common assumptions
about sustainability, progress, growth and globalization.
Walker's practice-based explorations of localisation, human
meaning and functional objects demonstrate the
imaginative potential of research-through-design and yield
a compelling, constructive and essentially hopeful direction
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for the future - one that radically re-imagines our material
culture by meshing mass-production with individuality,
products with place, and utilitarian benefit with
environmental responsibility. In so doing, the author
explores: - How understandings of human meaning affect
design and how design can better incorporate issues of
personal meaning - How mass production needs to become
integrated with localised production and service provision How short-lived electronic goods can be brought into a
more sustainable design paradigm - The changing role of
the designer in a post-consumerist world Taking a designcentred approach - a combination of creative, propositional
design practice, reasoned argument and theoretical
discussion - the book will impel readers to investigate the
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nature of contemporary material culture and its relationship
to both the natural environment and to deeper notions of
human meaning.
This book examines the implications of new communication
technologies in the light of the most recent work in social
and cultural theory and argues that new developments in
electronic media, such as the Internet and Virtual Reality,
justify the designation of a "second media age".
In 1873, John Stuart Stuart-Glennie elaborated a theory of
'the moral revolution' to characterize the historical shift
from roughly 600 BCE in a variety of civilizations, as part of
a critical theory of history. This book brings light to the now
eclipsed theory and offers new contexts and understandings
of the phenomenon.
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Material Culture and Symbolic Expression
The God of Small Things
Objects, Environment and Meaning
Japanese Core Words and Phrases
And a Guide to Almost All Things Fashionable
The Second Media Age
Fugitive Meaning in the Victorian Novel

The Meaning of Liff has sold hundreds
of thousands of copies since it was
first published in 1983, and remains a
much-loved humour classic. This edition
has been revised and updated, and
includes The Deeper Meaning of Liff,
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giving fresh appeal to Douglas Adams
and John Lloyd's entertaining and witty
dictionary. In life, there are hundreds
of familiar experiences, feelings and
objects for which no words exist, yet
hundreds of strange words are idly
loafing around on signposts, pointing
at places. The Meaning of Liff connects
the two. BERRIWILLOCK (n.) - An unknown
workmate who writes 'All the best' on
your leaving card. ELY (n.) - The
first, tiniest inkling that something,
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somewhere has gone terribly wrong.
GRIMBISTER (n.) - Large body of cars on
a motorway all travelling at exactly
the speed limit because one of them is
a police car. KETTERING (n.) - The
marks left on your bottom or thighs
after sunbathing on a wickerwork chair.
OCKLE (n.) - An electrical switch which
appears to be off in both positions.
WOKING (ptcpl.vb.) - Standing in the
kitchen wondering what you came in here
for.
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"...Designed to teach comprehension of
ambiguous language by making use of a
cognitive strategies approach" -- from
Preface.
A deputy fashion editor at The Guardian
examines the modern world's obsession
with fashion, in an encyclopedic volume
of instructional and philosophical miniessays that celebrates fashion's joys
and foibles.
The acclaimed sequel to the
international bestseller Flow: an
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intelligent, inspiring guide to
unlocking the evolutionary history of
our present consciousness, and
“becoming at one with the power that is
the universe.” “A book of singular
importance and timeliness, one with
momentous implications for the
future.”— Howard Gardner In Mihaly
Csikszentmihalyi’s bestselling Flow, he
introduced readers to a radical new
theory of happiness. Now in The
Evolving Self—his breakthrough
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sequel—he demonstrates how we can
understand and overcome our
evolutionary shortcomings. Premised on
the idea that only through a reckoning
with our evolutionary past can we build
a stable, meaningful future, The
Evolving Self covers the challenges
associated with our cognitive
evolutionary history (“As far as
controlling the mind is concerned, we
are like a novice driver behind the
wheel of a racing car”); the
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distortions of reality we experience
due to genes, culture, and our sense of
self; and the central importance of
“flow” from an evolutionary perspective
as we look toward the future. Erudite,
perceptive, and insightful—and more
important now than ever, as our
consciousnesses are increasingly
mediated by electronic devices—The
Evolving Self is a timely resource for
anyone looking to improve our world for
ourselves and for generations to come.
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Benjamin and Wittgenstein on Meaning
One Hundred Daffodils
Taste
A Practical Plan of Character Building
...
New Perspectives on Art and Craft
The Texture of Memory
What Is This Thing Called the Meaning
of Life?
The problem of compulsive hoarding and acquiring is
more widespread than commonly believed. It often goes
undiagnosed, either because sufferers are ashamed of
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their compulsions or because they dont believe it is a
problem that merits professional attention. As much as
two percent of the U.S. population suffers secretly from
this condition. However, compulsive hoarding can be an
emotionally exhausting, uncontrollable, and sometimes
dangerous problem. Written by the developers of this
groundbreaking treatment, this manual is the first to
present an empirically supported and effective CBT
program for treating compulsive hoarding and acquiring.
This guide gives clinicians the information to understand
hoarding and proven tools to help clients overcome their
compulsive behaviors. It teaches individuals how to
recognize errors in thinking and uses both imagined and
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real exposures to teach them the skills they need to
manage their problem. Home visits by the clinician are a
part of the treatment, as well as consultations with other
professionals who might assist if necessary. Homework
exercises include behavioral experiments to test
personal beliefs about possessions, developing an
organization plan and filing system, and sorting and
organizing items room-by-room. Designed to be used in
conjunction with the corresponding workbook, this
therapist guide provides numerous assessment and
intervention forms to help clients use the methods
described in this program. Complete with case examples
and strategies for dealing with problems, this userPage 30/76
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friendly guide is a dependable resource that no clinician
can do without. TreatmentsThatWorkTM represents the
gold standard of behavioral healthcare interventions! · All
programs have been rigorously tested in clinical trials
and are backed by years of research · A prestigious
scientific advisory board, led by series Editor-In-Chief
David H. Barlow, reviews and evaluates each
intervention to ensure that it meets the highest standard
of evidence so you can be confident that you are using
the most effective treatment available to date · Our
books are reliable and effective and make it easy for you
to provide your clients with the best care available · Our
corresponding workbooks contain psychoeducational
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information, forms and worksheets, and homework
assignments to keep clients engaged and motivated · A
companion website (www.oup.com/us/ttw) offers
downloadable clinical tools and helpful resources ·
Continuing Education (CE) Credits are now available on
select titles in collaboration with PsychoEducational
Resources, Inc. (PER)
The Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary gives the
vital support which advanced students need, especially
with the essential skills: reading, writing, listening and
speaking. In the book: * 170,000 words, phrases and
examples * New words: so your English stays up-to-date
* Colour headwords: so you can find the word you are
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looking for quickly * Idiom Finder * 200 'Common
Learner Error' notes show how to avoid common
mistakes * 25,000 collocations show the way words work
together * Colour pictures: 16 full page colour pictures
On the CD-ROM: * Sound: recordings in British and
American English, plus practice tools to help improve
pronunciation * UNIQUE! Smart Thesaurus helps you
choose the right word * QUICKfind looks up words for
you while you are working or reading on screen *
UNIQUE! SUPERwrite gives on screen help with
grammar, spelling and collocation when you are writing *
Hundreds of interactive exercises
Things travel around the globe: they are shipped as
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mass consumer goods, or transported as souvenirs or
gifts. There are infinite ways for things to be mobile, not
only in the era of globalisation but since the beginning of
time, as the earliest traces of long distance trading show.
This book investigates the mobility of things from
archaeological and anthropological perspectives.
Material Objects are characterised by temporal
continuity, embodying a prior existence with lingering
effects. Yet the material continuity disguises the
transformations they may undergo, which only become
evident upon closer examination. Objects are in
perpetual flux, leaving visible traces of their age, usage,
and previous life. While travelling through time, objects
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also circulate through space, and their spatial mobility
alters their meaning and use with respect to new cultural
horizons. As objects transform through time and space,
so does the value attributed to them. Mapping out
itineraries of value in the realm of the material, allows us
to grasp the nature of a given social formation through
the shape and meaning taken on by its valued 'stuff'. It
also provides insights into the nature of materiality,
through the value ascribed to objects at a given point in
time and space. This edited volume brings together
studies of material culture, materiality and value, with
regard to the mobility of objects, with the aim of tracing
the ways in which societies constitute their valued
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objects and how the realm of the material reflects upon
society.
Pastor and author Martin Thielen has compiled a list of
ten things people need to believe, and ten things they
don't, in order to be a Christian. This lively and engaging
book will be a help to seekers as well as a comfort to
believers who may find themselves questioning some of
the assumptions they grew up with. With an accessible,
storytelling style that's grounded in solid biblical
scholarship, Thielen shows how Christians don't need to
believe that sinners will be "left behind" to burn in hell or
that it's heresy to believe in evolution. And while we must
always take the Bible seriously, we don't always have to
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take it literally. At the same time, Christians do need to
believe in Jesus--his life, his teachings, his death and
resurrection, and his vision for the world. A great benefit
of those beliefs is that they provide promising answers to
life's most profound questions, including: Where is God?
What matters most? What brings fulfillment? What about
suffering? Is there hope? Thielen articulates centrist,
mainline Christianity in a way that's fresh and easy to
understand, and offers authentic Christian insights that
speak to our deepest needs. This new edition includes a
leader's guide, previously only available online, and a
new introduction from the author that reflects on the
book's reception. The leader's guide features unique and
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easily implemented aids for carrying out a seven-week,
congregation-wide initiative that will help local churches
reach out to their communities. More information is
available at thielen.wjkbooks.com.
The Ideas in Things
Machine Habitus
Saying One Thing, Meaning Another
What's the Least I Can Believe and Still Be a Christian?
New Edition with Study Guide
The Meaning of Things: Who Feels the Most Pain
All Things Shining
Matt Mullican
"When women share the truth about life and loss . . . hope is
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restored" in this enlightening and comforting memoir about
purpose, personal growth, and nature's ability to heal (Sarah
Ban Breathnach). "There is so much life in the garden. That is
why I come. Life that is gentle, self-supporting, and beautiful.
Continuous in its cycles, grounded, pure." When her husband
asked for a divorce after twenty-five years of marriage,
Rebecca Winn felt untethered physically, spiritually, and
emotionally. The security she'd had in her marriage was
suddenly replaced by an overwhelming sense of fear,
hopelessness, and dread. She felt invisible and alone and
was horrified to consider that her deepest longing -- to know
and be known by another person -- might never be realized.
But from this fear emerged a powerful desire to answer one of
life's most profound questions: How can we ever know
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another person if we do not truly know ourselves? Facilitated
in measures by a love affair with a younger man, dedicated
study of Jungian psychology, and a deep dive into global
spiritual practices, Winn transformed heartbreak into
wholeness through communion with the divine in nature. By
turning to her garden for guidance, sanctuary, and inspiration,
and dialing closely into the flora and fauna around her, she
ultimately discovered what is possible when we are willing
look at our unvarnished selves with an open mind -- and see
others with an open heart.
Dotyczy m. in. Polski.
Six long poems in which Ferlinghetti reflects on American
events of the late sixties and a winter journey across Russia
How do we define taste? The only certainty is that it shifts
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and changes - sometimes abruptly. With the explosion of
vulgar consumerism in the mid-nineteenth century, the
Victorians seized upon the notion of good taste as a way of
codifying middle-class mores. A century later, to talk about
taste had become almost taboo, since judgments made about
dress, manners, food and art can often be painfully revealing.
And today? When this classic text was first published in 1991,
Stephen Bayley illuminated the nuances and niceties of our
mercurial understanding of taste. In this new edition, he
ranges far and wide to bring us exquisitely up to date. 'I don't
know anybody with more interesting observations about style,
taste and contemporary design' Tom Wolfe on Stephen
Bayley AUTHOR: Stephen Bayley is an author, critic,
columnist, consultant, broadcaster, curator and founding
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director of the influential Design Museum in London. Over the
past thirty years his writing has changed the way the world
thinks about design. He is the author of Death Drive, one the
most talked about books of 2016. SELLING POINTS: *
Design-guru Stephen Bayley approaches the thorny and
sometimes elitist topic of 'taste' with typical wit, drawing on his
expertise in a number of fields from fashion to food * A new
edition of a classic book, brought into the new millennium by
Bayley's concise critique of modern design 90 colour images
Shiny Things
The Original Dictionary Of Things There Should Be Words
For
The Meaning of Meaning
Reflective Surfaces and Their Mixed Meanings
Page 42/76

Read PDF Meaning Of Things
Domestic Symbols and the Self
On the Decline of Social Thought and Prospects for Its
Renewal
The Meaning of Sunglasses
Some Japanese words and phrases, even though they
lie at the core of the language, forever elude the
student's grasp. They are not explained satisfactorily in
dictionaries or textbooks for the simple reason that
they cannot be conveniently defined. Japanese Core
Words and Phrases brings these recalcitrants to bay.
The book is divided into two parts, each of which is
arranged in alphabetical order. The first part is devoted
to words indicating physical as well as psychological
distance—roughly equivalent to "this," "that," "that over
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there," and "where," but quite different in usage.
Physical distance is covered in most textbooks, but
psychological distance—every student's nemesis—is not.
The second part of the book covers a variety of
idiomatic expressions, many of which appear in
Japanese proficiency tests. Each entry word or phrase
is not simply explained but exemplified in sentence
form, clarifying its meaning (in the case of many
students) for the very first time. Japanese Core Words
and Phrases has a great deal to offer the beginning
student and much to offer the intermediate student.
Little more can be asked of a book on the Japanese
language. Previously published in the Power Japanese
series as Core Words and Phrases: Things You Can't
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Find in a Dictionary.
Matt Mullican is an American artist and a member of
the "Pictures Generation" along with such artists as
Troy Brauntuch, Jack Goldstein, David Salle, Jim
Welling, Sherri Levine, Cindy Sherman, Louise Lawler,
Richard Prince and Robert Longo. His practice
addresses systems of knowledge, language, meaning,
and signification whilst focusing in upon the relationship
between perception and reality, in a sense, the seeing
of something and its subsequent representation. 'The
Meaning of Things' documents the results of Mulligan's
summer school at the Fondazione Antonio Ratti in Italy.
The exhibition revolves around Untitled, a set of four
banners made by Mullican for his solo exhibition at Le
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Magasin, Grenoble, 1990, and then shown only one
more time due to the large size of each element
comprising the work. The banners show a repertoire of
stylised figures that, following a code elaborated by the
artist, summarise key aspects of reality and human
experience. The visual language of the banners is
extremely immediate, similar to that of commercial
logos, urban signage or heraldry. 'The Meaning of
Things' contributes to the understanding of the
processes engaged in by the artist, by looking at the
collaborative nature of the workshops and the collective
narrative that is created, forming an invaluable
resource for students, curators and artists alike.
AUTHOR: Matt Mullican is an American artist whose
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work has been exhibited internationally since the early
1970s. Mullican has taught and lectured at numerous
renowned institutes including Columbia University, The
School of Visual Arts, New York, Amsterdam's
Rijksakademie and Chelsea College of Art and Design,
England. SELLING POINTS: * The fifth in our
continuing series with Fondazione Antonio Ratti, 'The
Meaning of Things' follows titles on Hans Haacke,
Susan Hiller and Liliana Moro, each focusing on the
work of a different artist who has contributed to the
foundation's Summer School programme and its
Advanced Course in Visual Arts. * 'The Meaning of
Things' once again contributes to the understanding of
the processes engaged in by the artist, looking at the
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collaborative nature of the workshops and the collective
narrative that is created. * The book forms an
invaluable resource for students, curators and artists
alike. 85 colour and b/w
"What is property, and why does our species happen to
have it? In The Property Species, Bart Wilson explores
how Homo sapiens acquires, perceives, and knows the
custom of property, and why it might be relevant for
understanding how property works in the twenty-first
century. Arguing from some hard-to-dispute facts that
neither the natural sciences nor the humanities - nor
the social sciences squarely in the middle - are
synthesizing a full account of property, Wilson offers a
cross-disciplinary compromise that is sure to be
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controversial: All human beings and only human beings
have property in things, and at its core, property rests
on custom, not rights. Such an alternative to
conventional thinking contends that the origins of
property lie not in food, mates, territory, or land, but in
the very human act of creating, with symbolic thought,
something new that did not previously exist. Integrating
cognitive linguistics with the philosophy of property
and a fresh look at property disputes in the common
law, Wilson makes the case that symbolic-thinking
humans locate the meaning of property within a thing.
The provocative implications are that property - not
property rights - is an inherent fundamental principle of
economics, and that legal realists and the bundle of
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sticks metaphor are wrong about the facts regarding
property. Written by an economist who marvels at the
natural history of humankind, the book is essential
reading for experts and any reader who has wondered
why people claim things as "Mine!", and what that
means for our humanity. "-A refreshing distillation of insights into the human
condition, by one of the best-known and most popular
philosophers in the UK. Thinking about life, what it
means and what it holds in store does not have to be a
despondent experience, but rather can be enlightening
and uplifting. A life truly worth living is one that is
informed and considered so a degree of philosophical
insight into the inevitabilities of the human condition is
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inherently important and such an approach will help us
to deal with real personal dilemmas. This book is an
accessible, lively and thought-provoking series of
linked commentaries, based on A. C. Grayling's 'The
Last Word' column in the GUARDIAN. Its aim is not to
persuade readers to accept one particular philosophical
point of view or theory, but to help us consider the
wonderful range of insights which can be drawn from
an immeasurably rich history of philosophical thought.
Concepts covered include courage, love, betrayal,
ambition, cruelty, wisdom, passion, beauty and death.
This will be a wonderfully stimulating read and act as
an invaluable guide as to what is truly important in
living life, whether facing success, failure, justice,
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wrong, love, loss or any of the other profound
experience life throws out.
The Secret Meaning of Things
Mine, Yours, and the Human Mind
Applying Philosophy to life
The Evolving Self
Compulsive Hoarding and the Meaning of Things
Stuff
Book Two of the Hythrun Chronicles

Text, "exploded view" photographs, and
labels reveal everyday objects and
their parts, including the telephone,
camera, and bicycle.
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The beloved debut novel about an
affluent Indian family forever changed
by one fateful day in 1969, from the
author of The Ministry of Utmost
Happiness NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER •
MAN BOOKER PRIZE WINNER Compared
favorably to the works of Faulkner and
Dickens, Arundhati Roy’s modern classic
is equal parts powerful family saga,
forbidden love story, and piercing
political drama. The seven-year-old
twins Estha and Rahel see their world
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shaken irrevocably by the arrival of
their beautiful young cousin, Sophie.
It is an event that will lead to an
illicit liaison and tragedies
accidental and intentional, exposing
“big things [that] lurk unsaid” in a
country drifting dangerously toward
unrest. Lush, lyrical, and unnerving,
The God of Small Things is an awardwinning landmark that started for its
author an esteemed career of fiction
and political commentary that continues
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unabated.
Objects and Meaning expands upon a
national conversation questioning how
various academic disciplines and
cultural institutions approach and
assign meaning to artist-made objects
in postmodern North America. Although
most of the discourse since the mid
20th century revolved around the split
between art and craft, the contributors
to this collection of essays take a
broader view, examining the historical,
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cultural, and theoretical perspectives
that defined the parameters of that
conversation. Their focus is on issues
concerning works that appeared to
'cross over' from mainstream art to an
amorphous and pluralistic aesthetic
milieu that has yet to be defined.
We commonly think of society as made of
and by humans, but with the
proliferation of machine learning and
AI technologies, this is clearly no
longer the case. Billions of automated
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systems tacitly contribute to the
social construction of reality by
drawing algorithmic distinctions
between the visible and the invisible,
the relevant and the irrelevant, the
likely and the unlikely – on and beyond
platforms. Drawing on the work of
Pierre Bourdieu, this book develops an
original sociology of algorithms as
social agents, actively participating
in social life. Through a wide range of
examples, Massimo Airoldi shows how
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society shapes algorithmic code, and
how this culture in the code guides the
practical behaviour of the code in the
culture, shaping society in turn. The
‘machine habitus’ is the generative
mechanism at work throughout myriads of
feedback loops linking humans with
artificial social agents, in the
context of digital infrastructures and
pre-digital social structures. Machine
Habitus will be of great interest to
students and scholars in sociology,
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media and cultural studies, science and
technology studies and information
technology, and to anyone interested in
the growing role of algorithms and AI
in our social and cultural life.
Boys and Girls Bookshelf
Objects and Meaning
The Comfort of Things
Treason Keep
A Social Science with Something to Say
The Meaning of Liff
The Spirit of Design
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This brilliant new book by Al Burian is a collection
of comics, drawings, and handwritten text that
together create a poignant and cohesive narrative.
Covering Al's days in Portland, moving to
Providence, and a walking tour of his hometown,
this book is replete with Al's musings over life's little
intricacies and meaning, as well as the mental
processes of growing up.
What do we know about ordinary people in our
towns and cities, about what really matters to them
and how they organize their lives today? This book
visits an ordinary street and looks into thirty
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households. It reveals the aspirations and
frustrations, the tragedies and accomplishments
that are played out behind the doors. It focuses on
the things that matter to these people, which quite
often turn out to be material things ‒ their house,
the dog, their music, the Christmas decorations.
These are the means by which they express who
they have become, and relationships to objects turn
out to be central to their relationships with other
people ‒ children, lovers, brothers and friends. If
this is a typical street in a modern city like London,
then what kind of society is this? It s not a
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community, nor a neighbourhood, nor is it a
collection of isolated individuals. It isn t dominated
by the family. We assume that social life is
corrupted by materialism, made superficial and
individualistic by a surfeit of consumer goods, but
this is misleading. If the street isn t any of these
things, then what is it? This brilliant and revealing
portrayal of a street in modern London, written by
one the most prominent anthropologists, shows how
much is to be gained when we stop lamenting what
we think we used to be and focus instead on what
we are now becoming. It reveals the forms by which
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ordinary people make sense of their lives, and the
ways in which objects become our companions in
the daily struggle to make life meaningful.
The Meaning of ThingsApplying Philosophy to
lifeHachette UK
This book argues that we are currently witnessing
not merely a decline in the quality of social science
research, but the proliferation of meaningless
research, of no value to society, and modest value to
its authors - apart from securing employment and
promotion. The explosion of published outputs, at
least in social science, creates a noisy, cluttered
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environment which makes meaningful research
difficult, as different voices compete to capture the
limelight even briefly. Older, more significant
contributions are easily neglected, as the premium
is to write and publish, not read and learn. The
result is a widespread cynicism among academics
on the value of academic research, sometimes
including their own. Publishing comes to be seen as
a game of hits and misses, devoid of intrinsic
meaning and value, and of no wider social uses
whatsoever. Academics do research in order to get
published, not to say something socially meaningful.
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This is what we view as the rise of nonsense in
academic research, which represents a serious
social problem. It undermines the very point of
social science. This problem is far from 'academic'. It
affects many areas of social and political life
entailing extensive waste of resources and inflated
student fees as well as costs to tax-payers. Part two
of the book offers a range of proposals aimed at
restoring meaning at the heart of social research
and drawing social science back address the major
problems and issues that face our societies.
A Guide to What Matters Most
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Activities for Clarifying Ambiguous Language
Reading the Western Classics to Find Meaning in a
Secular Age
shifting contexts of material culture through time
and space
Mobility, Meaning and Transformations of Things
Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary KLETT
VERSION
The Fall of Language
In unrelenting flow of choices confronts us at
nearly every moment of our lives, and yet our
culture offers us no clear way to choose. This
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predicament seems inevitable, but in fact it’s
quite new. In medieval Europe, God’s calling
was a grounding force. In ancient Greece, a
whole pantheon of shining gods stood ready to
draw an appropriate action out of you. Like an
athlete in “the zone,” you were called to a
harmonious attunement with the world, so
absorbed in it that you couldn’t make a “wrong”
choice. If our culture no longer takes for granted
a belief in God, can we nevertheless get in touch
with the Homeric moods of wonder and
gratitude, and be guided by the meanings they
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reveal? All Things Shining says we can. Hubert
Dreyfus and Sean Dorrance Kelly illuminate
some of the greatest works of the West to reveal
how we have lost our passionate engagement
with and responsiveness to the world. Their
journey takes us from the wonder and openness
of Homer’s polytheism to the monotheism of
Dante; from the autonomy of Kant to the multiple
worlds of Melville; and, finally, to the spiritual
difficulties evoked by modern authors such as
David Foster Wallace and Elizabeth Gilbert.
Dreyfus, a philosopher at the University of
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California, Berkeley, for forty years, is an original
thinker who finds in the classic texts of our
culture a new relevance for people’s everyday
lives. His lively, thought-provoking lectures have
earned him a podcast audience that often
reaches the iTunesU Top 40. Kelly, chair of the
philosophy department at Harvard University, is
an eloquent new voice whose sensitivity to the
sadness of the culture—and to what remains of
the wonder and gratitude that could chase it
away—captures a generation adrift. Reenvisioning modern spiritual life through their
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examination of literature, philosophy, and
religious testimony, Dreyfus and Kelly unearth
ancient sources of meaning, and teach us how to
rediscover the sacred, shining things that
surround us every day. This book will change the
way we understand our culture, our history, our
sacred practices, and ourselves. It offers a
new—and very old—way to celebrate and be
grateful for our existence in the modern world.
The meaning of things is a study of the
significance of material possessions in
contemporary urban life, and of the ways people
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carve meaning out of their domestic
environment. Drawing on a survey of eighty
families in Chicago who were interviewed on the
subject of their feelings about common
household objects, Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi and
Eugene Rochberg-Halton provide a unique
perspective on materialism, American culture,
and the self. They begin by reviewing what social
scientists and philosophers have said about the
transactions between people and things. In the
model of 'personhood' that the authors develop,
goal-directed action and the cultivation of
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meaning through signs assume central
importance. They then relate theoretical issues
to the results of their survey. An important
finding is the distinction between objects valued
for action and those valued for contemplation.
The authors compare families who have warm
emotional attachments to their homes with those
in which a common set of positive meanings is
lacking, and interpret the different patterns of
involvement. They then trace the cultivation of
meaning in case studies of four families. Finally,
the authors address what they describe as the
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current crisis of environmental and material
exploitation, and suggest that human capacities
for the creation and redirection of meaning offer
the only hope for survival. A wide range of
scholars - urban and family sociologists, clinical,
developmental and environmental psychologists,
cultural anthropologists and philosophers, and
many general readers - will find this book
stimulating and compelling.
What are we asking when we ask, "What is the
meaning of life?"? Can there be meaning without
God? Is a happy life a meaningful life? Can an
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immoral life be meaningful? Does our suffering
have meaning? Does death threaten meaning?
What is this thing called The Meaning of Life?
provides an engaging and stimulating
introduction to philosophical thinking about life's
meaning. Goetz and Seachris provide the reader
with accessible examples, before looking at the
main theoretical approaches to meaning and key
philosophers associated with them. Topics
covered include: What does the question, "What
is the meaning of life?", even mean? Does life
have a purpose? What is valuable? Do we
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matter? Does life (or my life) make any sense? Is
there any meaning in suffering? Does death
threaten meaning? Would immortality be good or
bad news for us? With boxed summaries of key
concepts and noteworthy examples, discussion
questions, and suggestions for further reading
included within each chapter, this book is the
ideal introduction to life's meaning for
philosophy students coming to the subject for
the first time.
Return to Meaning
The Meanings of Things
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A Study of the Influence of Language Upon
Thought and of the Science of Symbolism
Holocaust Memorials and Meaning
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