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Nocturnes Five Stories Of Music And Nightfall
Nineteen interviews conducted over the past two decades on both
sides of the Atlantic and beyond with the author of the Booker Prizewinning The Remains of the Day
From #1 internationally bestselling author John Connolly comes
Nocturnes, a dark, daring, utterly haunting shot story anthology of lost
lovers and missing children, predatory demons, and vengeful ghosts.
Connolly’s collection of supernatural novellas and stories echoes the
work of some of the masters of the genre while never losing his own
distinctive voice. In "The New Daughter," a father comes to suspect
that a burial mound on his land hides something very ancient, and very
much alive; in "The Underbury Witches," two London detectives find
themselves battling a particularly female evil in a town culled of its
menfolk. And finally, private detective Charlie Parker returns in the
long novella "The Reflecting Eye," in which the photograph of an
unknown girl turns up in the mailbox of an abandoned house once
occupied by an infamous killer. This discovery forces Parker to confront
the possibility that the house is not as empty as it appears, and that
something has been waiting in the darkness for its chance to kill again.
From the bestselling author of the Charlie Parker mysteries—"the finest
crime series currently in existence" (The Independent)—comes a new
anthology of chilling short fiction. A decade after Nocturnes first
terrified and delighted readers, John Connolly, bestselling author of
thirteen acclaimed thrillers featuring private investigator Charlie
Parker, gives us a second volume of tales of the supernatural. From
stories of the monstrous for dark winter nights to fables of fantastic
libraries and haunted books, from a tender account of love after death
to a frank, personal, and revealing account of the author's affection for
myths of ghosts and demons, this is a collection that will surprise,
delight—and terrify. Night Music: Nocturnes 2 also contains two
novellas: the multi-award-winning The Caxton Private Lending Library
& Book Depository and The Fractured Atlas. Night Music: Nocturnes 2 is
a masterly collection to be read with the lights on—menace has never
been so seductive.
A collection of treasured stories by the unchallenged master of
American fiction A Penguin Classic Nobel Prize winner Saul Bellow has
deservedly been celebrated as one of America’s greatest writers. For
more than sixty years he stretched our minds, our imaginations, and
our hearts with his exhilarating perceptions of life. Here, collected in
one volume and chosen by the author himself, are favorites such as
“What Kind of Day Did You Have?”, “Leaving the Yellow House,” and a
previously uncollected piece, “By the St. Lawrence.” With his largerPage 1/11
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than-life characters, irony, wisdom, and unique humor, Bellow presents
a sharp, rich, and funny world that is infinitely surprising. With a
preface by Janice Bellow and an introduction by James Wood, this is a
collection to treasure for longtime Saul Bellow fans and an excellent
introduction for new readers. For more than seventy years, Penguin
has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the Englishspeaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics
represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide
authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by
distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date
translations by award-winning translators.
A novel
My Twentieth Century Evening and Other Small Breakthroughs
The Unconsoled
A Long Way Down (Movie Tie-In)
My Hard Days and Long Nights with The Beatles, The Stones, Bob
Dylan, Eric Clapton, and the Women They Loved
A collection of essays on music and life by the famed classical pianist and
composer Stephen Hough is one of the world’s leading pianists, winning global
acclaim and numerous awards, both for his concerts and his recordings. He is also
a writer, composer, and painter, and has been described by The Economist as one
of “Twenty Living Polymaths.” Hough writes informally and engagingly about
music and the life of a musician, from the broader aspects of what it is to walk
out onto a stage or to make a recording, to specialist tips from deep inside the
practice room: how to trill, how to pedal, how to practice. He also writes vividly
about people he’s known, places he’s traveled to, books he’s read, paintings he’s
seen; and he touches on more controversial subjects, such as assisted suicide and
abortion. Even religion is there—the possibility of the existence of God, problems
with some biblical texts, and the challenges involved in being a gay Catholic.
Rough Ideas is an illuminating, constantly surprising introduction to the life and
mind of one of our great cultural figures.
From the winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature and author of the Booker
Prize–winning novel The Remains of the Day comes an inspired sequence of
stories as affecting as it is beautiful. With the clarity and precision that have
become his trademarks, Kazuo Ishiguro interlocks five short pieces of fiction to
create a world that resonates with emotion, heartbreak, and humor. Here is a
fragile, once famous singer, turning his back on the one thing he loves; a music
junky with little else to offer his friends but opinion; a songwriter who
inadvertently breaks up a marriage; a jazz musician who thinks the answer to his
career lies in changing his physical appearance; and a young cellist whose tutor
has devised a remarkable way to foster his talent. For each, music is a central
part of their lives and, in one way or another, delivers them to an epiphany.
CHRIS O’DELL WASN’T FAMOUS. SHE WASN’T EVEN ALMOST FAMOUS. BUT SHE
WAS THERE. * She was in the studio when the Beatles recorded The White Album,
Abbey Road, and Let It Be, and she sang in the “Hey Jude” chorus. * She lived
with George Harrison and Pattie Boyd and unwittingly got involved in Pattie’s
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famous love story with Eric Clapton. * She’s the subject of Leon Russell’s “Pisces
Apple Lady.” * She worked for the Rolling Stones on their infamous 1972 tour and
did a drug run for Keith Richards. * She’s “the woman down the hall” in Joni
Mitchell’s song “Coyote,” the “mystery woman” pictured on the Stones album
Exile on Main Street, and the “Miss O’Dell” of George Harrison’s song. The
remarkable, intimate story of an ordinary woman who lived the dream of
millions—to be part of rock royalty’s inner circle—Miss O’Dell is a backstage pass
to some of the most momentous events in rock history.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • From the winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature and
author of Never Let Me Go and the Booker Prize–winning novel The Remains of
the Day comes a luminous meditation on the act of forgetting and the power of
memory. In post-Arthurian Britain, the wars that once raged between the Saxons
and the Britons have finally ceased. Axl and Beatrice, an elderly British couple,
set off to visit their son, whom they haven't seen in years. And, because a strange
mist has caused mass amnesia throughout the land, they can scarcely remember
anything about him. As they are joined on their journey by a Saxon warrior, his
orphan charge, and an illustrious knight, Axl and Beatrice slowly begin to
remember the dark and troubled past they all share. By turns savage,
suspenseful, and intensely moving, The Buried Giant is a luminous meditation on
the act of forgetting and the power of memory.
When We Were Orphans
The Preservationist
The Keep
Wunderkind
The Music Shop

BOOKER PRIZE WINNER • From the winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature,
here is “an intricate and dazzling novel” (The New York Times) about the perfect
butler and his fading, insular world in post-World War II England. This is Kazuo
Ishiguro's profoundly compelling portrait of a butler named Stevens. Stevens, at
the end of three decades of service at Darlington Hall, spending a day on a
country drive, embarks as well on a journey through the past in an effort to
reassure himself that he has served humanity by serving the "great gentleman,"
Lord Darlington. But lurking in his memory are doubts about the true nature of
Lord Darlington's "greatness," and much graver doubts about the nature of his
own life.
A beautifully illustrated coloring book from award winning author Kristen Painter's
"Nocturne Falls" series.
From the winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature and author of the Booker
Prize–winning novel The Remains of the Day Here is the story of Etsuko, a
Japanese woman now living alone in England, dwelling on the recent suicide of
her daughter. In a novel where past and present confuse, she relives scenes of
Japan's devastation in the wake of World War II.
Taking refuge in fairy tales after the loss of his mother, twelve-year-old David
finds himself violently propelled into an imaginary land in which the boundaries of
fantasy and reality are disturbingly melded. By the author of The Black Angel.
75,000 first printing.
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Nocturnes Volume 2
Five Stories of Music and Nightfall
Imaginings Of Sand
Night Music
A Pale View of Hills
From the universally acclaimed author of The Remains of the Day comes a mesmerizing novel of
completely unexpected mood and matter--a seamless, fictional universe, both wholly unrecognizable
and familiar. When the public, day-to-day reality of a renowned pianist takes on a life of its own,
he finds himself traversing landscapes that are by turns eerie, comical, and strangely malleable.
A work that examines how the art of the gaslit and electrified city evolved shows how writers and
artists took on the city's nocturnal blaze and transformed the scintillating landscape into an icon of
modernity, in a study that includes works by Poe, Whistler, Steiglitz, O'Keeffe, Whitman, and many
others.
In this sublime story cycle, Kazuo Ishiguro explores love, music and the passage of time. This quintet
ranges from Italian piazzas to the Malvern Hills, a London flat to the “hush-hush floor” of an
exclusive Hollywood hotel. Along the way we meet young dreamers, café musicians and faded
stars, all at some moment of reckoning. Gentle, intimate and witty, Nocturnes is underscored by a
haunting theme: the struggle to restoke life’s romance, even as relationships flounder and youthful
hopes recede.
Provides beginning instruction including tuning, 1st position melody playing, C, G, G7, D7, and Em
chords, rhythms through eighth notes, solos and ensembles and strumming. Features a chord chart,
and traditional songs like: Amazing Grace ʺ Greensleeves ʺ and When the Saints Go Marching In.
The Ghost Writer
Vivaldi's Virgins LP
The City After Dark in Literature, Painting, and Photography, 1850-1950
Miss O'Dell
A wise, affecting novel from the beloved, award-winning author of Funny Girl, High Fidelity,
and About A Boy. New York Times-bestselling author Nick Hornby mines the hearts and
psyches of four lost souls who connect just when they've reached the end of the line. A Long
Way Down is now a major motion picture from Magnolia Pictures starring Pierce Brosnan, Toni
Collette, Aaron Paul, and Imogen Poots. Meet Martin, JJ, Jess, and Maureen. Four people who
come together on New Year's Eve: a former TV talk show host, a musician, a teenage girl, and
a mother. Three are British, one is American. They encounter one another on the roof of
Topper's House, a London destination famous as the last stop for those ready to end their
lives. In four distinct and riveting first-person voices, Nick Hornby tells a story of four individuals
confronting the limits of choice, circumstance, and their own mortality. This is a tale of
connections made and missed, punishing regrets, and the grace of second chances. Intense,
hilarious, provocative, and moving, A Long Way Down is a novel about suicide that is,
surprisingly, full of life.
Award-winning author Jennifer Egan brilliantly conjures a world from which escape is
impossible and where the keep –the tower, the last stand –is both everything worth protecting
and the very thing that must be surrendered in order to survive. Two cousins, irreversibly
damaged by a childhood prank, reunite twenty years later to renovate a medieval castle in
Eastern Europe. In an environment of extreme paranoia, cut off from the outside world, the
men reenact the signal event of their youth, with even more catastrophic results. And as the full
horror of their predicament unfolds, a prisoner, in jail for an unnamed crime, recounts an
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unforgettable story that seamlessly brings the crimes of the past and present into piercing
relation.
The Nobel Lecture in Literature, delivered by Kazuo Ishiguro (The Remains of the Day and
When We Were Orphans) at the Swedish Academy in Stockholm, Sweden, on December 7,
2017, in an elegant, clothbound edition. In their announcement of the 2017 Nobel Prize in
Literature, the Swedish Academy recognized the emotional force of Kazuo Ishiguro’s fiction
and his mastery at uncovering our illusory sense of connection with the world. In the eloquent
and candid lecture he delivered upon accepting the award, Ishiguro reflects on the way he was
shaped by his upbringing, and on the turning points in his career—“small scruffy moments . . .
quiet, private sparks of revelation”—that made him the writer he is today. With the same
generous humanity that has graced his novels, Ishiguro here looks beyond himself, to the
world that new generations of writers are taking on, and what it will mean—what it will demand
of us—to make certain that literature remains not just alive, but essential. An enduring work on
writing and becoming a writer, by one of the most accomplished novelists of our generation.
“A propulsively well-written trio of novellas linked by a sense of loss and an inquiry into the
impossible past.” —Kate Christensen In his three novellas, “In Short Measures,” “Strong
Conspirators,” and “Sally Forth,” Michael Ruhlman delves deeply into the nuanced complexity
of romantic and sexual love—and the inevitable evolution of the heart over the span of years
and decades. Each novella asks questions about the nature of love in terms of loyalty and
fidelity—what are one’s obligations toward one’s spouse, one’s family, and one’s heart? In
the first novella, “In Short Measures,” these questions are bound up in a writer’s work and a
long-ago love. In the second, “Strong Conspirators,” an unforeseen, cataclysmic event calls
for responses from a husband and wife that have never been rehearsed because they have
never been required nor even imagined. In “Sally Forth,” a pair of old friends is forced to
explore lost youth and lost love relative to maturity, marriage, and the passage of time.
Profoundly thought-provoking and satisfying, these novellas are beautifully written with plot
twists from beginning to end that will captivate the reader. Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our
Arcade, Yucca, and Good Books imprints, are proud to publish a broad range of books for
readers interested in fiction—novels, novellas, political and medical thrillers, comedy, satire,
historical fiction, romance, erotic and love stories, mystery, classic literature, folklore and
mythology, literary classics including Shakespeare, Dumas, Wilde, Cather, and much more.
While not every title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller,
we are committed to books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked and to authors whose
work might not otherwise find a home.
Never Let Me Go
A Novel
Nocturne Falls Coloring Book
The Child in Time
New York Nocturne

THE BOOK: A narrative counterpoint between two women, two South
Africas. Kristien Muller returns from London to her homeland to
fulfil a promise. Her grandmother lies on her deathbed
unleashing a turmult of myth, legend and brute fact. Confronted
by the realities of a land hurtling towards change, Kristien
discovers that the present holds its own moments of savagery. A
searing panorama of South Africa's experience, reminiscent in
its political & imaginative scope of Marquez's One Hundred Years
Of Solitude.
From the winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature and author of
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the Booker Prize–winning novel The Remains of the Day comes this
stunning work of soaring imagination. Born in early twentiethcentury Shanghai, Banks was orphaned at the age of nine after
the separate disappearances of his parents. Now, more than
twenty years later, he is a celebrated figure in London society;
yet the investigative expertise that has garnered him fame has
done little to illuminate the circumstances of his parents'
alleged kidnappings. Banks travels to the seething, labyrinthine
city of his memory in hopes of solving the mystery of his own
painful past, only to find that war is ravaging Shanghai beyond
recognition—and that his own recollections are proving as
difficult to trust as the people around him. Masterful,
suspenseful and psychologically acute, When We Were Orphans
offers a profound meditation on the shifting quality of memory,
and the possibility of avenging one’s past.
A child’s abduction sends a father reeling in this Whitbread
Award-winning novel that explores time and loss with “narrative
daring and imaginative genius” (Kirkus Reviews, starred review).
Stephen Lewis, a successful author of children’s books, is on a
routine trip to the supermarket with his three-year-old
daughter. In a brief moment of distraction, she suddenly
vanishes—and is irretrievably lost. From that moment, Lewis
spirals into bereavement that effects his marriage, his psyche,
and his relationship with time itself: “It was a wonder that
there could be so much movement, so much purpose, all the time.
He himself had none at all.” In The Child in Time, acclaimed
author Ian McEwan “sets a story of domestic horror against a
disorienting exploration in time” producing “a work of
remarkable intellectual and political sophistication” that has
been adapted into a PBS Masterpiece movie starring Benedict
Cumberbatch (Kirkus Reviews, starred review). “A beautifully
rendered, very disturbing novel.” —Publishers Weekly
A young writer in search of a spiritual father, Nathan Zuckerman
views E. I. Lonoff, who lives with his wife and his studentmistress in rural Massachusetts, as an embodiment of the ideal
of artistic integrity and independence
Beyond Black
The Nobel Lecture
The Mad Women's Ball
Songbirds
Collected Stories
“An unforgettable story of music, loss and hope. Fans of High Fidelity, meet your next quirky love
story.”—People NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY THE TIMES (UK) AND
THE WASHINGTON POST It is 1988. On a dead-end street in a run-down suburb there is a music
shop that stands small and brightly lit, jam-packed with records of every kind. Like a beacon, the shop
attracts the lonely, the sleepless, and the adrift; Frank, the shop’s owner, has a way of connecting his
customers with just the piece of music they need. Then, one day, into his shop comes a beautiful young
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woman, Ilse Brauchmann, who asks Frank to teach her about music. Terrified of real closeness, Frank
feels compelled to turn and run, yet he is drawn to this strangely still, mysterious woman with eyes as
black as vinyl. But Ilse is not what she seems, and Frank has old wounds that threaten to reopen, as
well as a past it seems he will never leave behind. Can a man who is so in tune with other people’s needs
be so incapable of connecting with the one person who might save him? The journey that these two
quirky, wonderful characters make in order to overcome their emotional baggage speaks to the healing
power of music—and love—in this poignant, ultimately joyful work of fiction. Praise for The Music
Shop “Captures the sheer, transformative joy of romance.”—The Washington Post “Love, friendship,
and especially the healing powers of music all rise together into a triumphant crescendo. . . . This
lovely novel is as satisfying and enlightening as the music that suffuses its every page.”—The Boston
Globe “Magnificent . . . If you love words, if you love music, if you love love, this [novel] will be
without question one of the year’s best.”—BookPage (Top Pick in Fiction) “Joyce has a knack for
quickly sketching characters in a way that makes them stick. [The Music Shop] will surprise
you.”—Minneapolis Star Tribune “Rachel Joyce has established a reputation for novels that celebrate
the dignity and courage of ordinary people and the resilience of the human spirit. . . . But what really
elevates The Music Shop is Joyce’s detailed knowledge of—and passion for—music.”—The Guardian
Five interconnected stories in which music is an intrinsic theme follow the struggles of such
protagonists as a once-popular singer desperate for a comeback, a songwriter who is unwittingly
involved in a failing marriage, and a jazz musician who wrongly believes that plastic surgery will
secure his career. By the Booker Prize-winning author of The Remains of the Day. Reprint. A New
York Times Notable Book.
When Ray turns up to visit his old university friends Charlie and Emily, he's given a special task: to be
so much his useless self that he makes Charlie look good by comparison. But Ray has his own buried
feelings to contend with. Decades earlier, he and Emily would listen to jazz when they were alone, and
now, as Sarah Vaughan sings through the speakers, he struggles to control everything the sound brings
with it. In Kazuo Ishiguro's hands, a snapshot of domestic realism becomes a miniature masterpiece of
memory and forgetting.
In 1980s Bulgaria, a fifteen-year-old pianist struggles to prevent his hatred of the communist regime
from ruining his chances at success.
Nocturnes
In Short Measures
Three Novellas
Reflections on Music and More
Stories by New Writers

From the Booker Prize-winning author of The Remains of the Day and When We Were
Orphans, comes an unforgettable edge-of-your-seat mystery that is at once
heartbreakingly tender and morally courageous about what it means to be human.
Hailsham seems like a pleasant English boarding school, far from the influences of the
city. Its students are well tended and supported, trained in art and literature, and become
just the sort of people the world wants them to be. But, curiously, they are taught nothing
of the outside world and are allowed little contact with it. Within the grounds of Hailsham,
Kathy grows from schoolgirl to young woman, but it’s only when she and her friends
Ruth and Tommy leave the safe grounds of the school (as they always knew they would)
that they realize the full truth of what Hailsham is. Never Let Me Go breaks through the
boundaries of the literary novel. It is a gripping mystery, a beautiful love story, and also a
scathing critique of human arrogance and a moral examination of how we treat the
vulnerable and different in our society. In exploring the themes of memory and the
impact of the past, Ishiguro takes on the idea of a possible future to create his most
moving and powerful book to date.
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BOOKER PRIZE NOMINEE • The literary detective story of a retired doctor who is
obsessed with the 19th century French author Flaubert—and with tracking down a
stuffed parrot that once inspired him • From the internationally bestselling author of The
Sense of an Ending Julian Barnes playfully combines a detective story with a character
study of its detective, embedded in a brilliant riff on literary genius. A compelling weave
of fiction and imaginatively ordered fact, Flaubert's Parrot is by turns moving and
entertaining, witty and scholarly, and a tour de force of seductive originality.
Soon to be a major film from Amazon Studios, the prizewinning French bestseller “In this
darkly delightful Gothic treasure, Mas explores grief, trauma, and sisterhood behind the
walls of Paris’s infamous Salpêtrière hospital.” —Paula Hawkins, #1 New York Times
bestselling author of The Girl on the Train The Salpetriere Asylum: Paris, 1885. Dr.
Charcot holds all of Paris in thrall with his displays of hypnotism on women who have
been deemed mad and cast out from society. But the truth is much more
complicated—these women are often simply inconvenient, unwanted wives, those who
have lost something precious, wayward daughters, or girls born from adulterous
relationships. For Parisian society, the highlight of the year is the Lenten ball—the
Madwomen’s Ball—when the great and good come to gawk at the patients of the
Salpetriere dressed up in their finery for one night only. For the women themselves, it is
a rare moment of hope. Genevieve is a senior nurse. After the childhood death of her
sister Blandine, she shunned religion and placed her faith in both the celebrated
psychiatrist Dr. Charcot and science. But everything begins to change when she meets
Eugenie, the 19-year-old daughter of a bourgeois family that has locked her away in the
asylum. Because Eugenie has a secret: she sees spirits. Inspired by the scandalous,
banned work that all of Paris is talking about, The Book of Spirits, Eugenie is determined
to escape from the asylum—and the bonds of her gender—and seek out those who will
believe in her. And for that she will need Genevieve's help . . .
The Stone Diaries marked a new phase in a literary career already ablaze with
achievement. As well as the many international awards it received, including the Pulitzer
Prize, the National Book Critics Circle Award and the Governor General's Award, the
book also met with universal critical acclaim and topped bestseller lists around the
world. "Carol Shields," raved Maclean's, "has crafted a small miracle of a novel." "The
Stone Diaries," said the New York Times Book Review, "reminds us again why literature
matters." The San Diego Tribune called The Stone Diaries "a universal study of what
makes women tick." Now, in Larry's Party, Carol Shields does the same for men. Larry
Weller, born in 1950, is an ordinary guy made extraordinary by his creator's perception,
irony and tenderness. Larry's Party gives us, as it were, a CAT scan of his life, in
episodes between 1977 and 1997 that flash backward and forward seamlessly. As Larry
journeys toward the new millennium, adapting to society's changing expectations of
men, Shields' elegant prose transforms the trivial into the momentous. We follow this
young floral designer through two marriages and divorces, his interactions with parents,
friends and a son. And throughout, we witness his deepening passion for garden mazes
-- so like life, with their teasing treachery and promise of reward. Among all the
paradoxes and accidents of his existence, Larry moves through the spontaneity of the
seventies, the blind enchantment of the eighties and the lean, mean nineties, completing
at last his quiet, stubborn search for self. Larry's odyssey mirrors the male condition at
the end of our century with targeted wit, unerring poignancy and faultless wisdom.
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Rough Ideas
Flaubert's Parrot
The Remains of the Day
Come Rain Or Come Shine
The Book of Lost Things
"This book is too good to keep to yourself. Read it aloud with someone you
love, then send it to a friend. But be sure to keep a copy for yourself,
because you'll want to read it again and again."-- Elizabeth Forsythe Hailey
Raney is a small-town Baptist. Charles is a liberal from Atlanta. And Raney is
the story of their marriage. Charming, wise, funny, and truthful, it is a novel
for everyone to love. "A real jewel."--Richmond Times-Dispatch
Hailed as a "writer of subtlety and depth," Hilary Mantel turns her dark
genius on the world of psychics in this smart, unsettling novel (Joyce Carol
Oates) A paragon of efficiency, Colette took the next natural step after
finishing secretarial school by marrying a man who would do just fine. After
a sobering, do-it-yourself divorce, Colette is at a loss for what to do next.
Convinced that she is due an out-of-hand, life-affirming revelation, she
strays into the realm of psychics and clairvoyants, hungry for a whisper to
set her off in the right direction. At a psychic fair in Windsor she meets the
charismatic Alison. Alison, the daughter of a prostitute, beleaguered during
her childhood by the pressures of her connection to the spiritual world, lives
in a different kind of solitude. She cannot escape the dead who speak to her,
least of all the constant presence of Morris, her low-life spiritual guide. An
expansive presence onstage, Alison at once feels her bond with Colette,
inviting her to join her on the road as her personal assistant and companion.
Troubles spiral out of control when the pair moves to a suburban wasteland
in what was once the English countryside and take up with a spirit guide and
his drowned therapist. It is not long before Alison's connection to the place
beyond black threatens to uproot their lives forever. This is Hilary Mantel at
her finest- insightful, darkly comic, unorthodox, and thrilling to read.
*Kazuo Ishiguro's new novel Klara and the Sun is now available* In
Nocturnes, Kazuo Ishiguro explores ideas of love, music and the passing of
time. From the piazzas of Italy to the 'hush-hush floor' of an exclusive
Hollywood Hotel, the characters we encounter range from young dreamers
to cafe musicians to faded stars, all of them at some moment of reckoning.
Gentle, intimate and witty, this quintet is marked by a haunting theme - the
struggle to keep alive a sense of life's romance, even as one gets older,
relationships founder and youthful hopes recede. 'Each of these stories is
heartbreaking in its own way, but some have moments of great comedy, and
they all require a level of attention that, typically, Ishiguro's writing rewards.'
Observer '[They] come up on you quietly, but then haunt you for days .
These little pieces could only be the work of a great composer.' Evening
Standard 'A fine and moving collection of stories, displaying his unique
combination of the sad, the stoic and the consoling. It's about failure, but it
dignifies failure, and with it, the human condition.' Margaret Drabble,
Guardian
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NocturnesFive Stories of Music and NightfallVintage
Conversations with Kazuo Ishiguro
Raney
Introduction 7
Larry's Party
Tom Thomson in Purgatory
In this enthralling new novel, Barbara Quick re-creates eighteenth-century
Venice at the height of its splendor and decadence. A story of longing and
intrigue, half-told truths and toxic lies, Vivaldi's Virgins unfolds through the
eyes of Anna Maria dal Violin, one of the elite musicians cloistered in the
foundling home where Antonio Vivaldi—known as the Red Priest of Venice—is
maestro and composer. Fourteen-year-old Anna Maria, abandoned at the
Ospedale della Piet as an infant, is determined to find out who she is and
where she came from. Her quest takes her beyond the cloister walls into the
complex tapestry of Venetian society; from the impoverished alleyways of the
Jewish Ghetto to a masked ball in the company of a king; from the passionate
communal life of adolescent girls competing for their maestro's favor to the
larger-than-life world of music and spectacle that kept the citizens of a dying
republic in thrall. In this world, where for fully half the year the entire city is
masked and cloaked in the anonymity of Carnival, nothing is as it appears to
be. A virtuoso performance in the tradition of Girl with a Pearl Earring,
Vivaldi's Virgins is a fascinating glimpse inside the source of Vivaldi's musical
legacy, interwoven with the gripping story of a remarkable young woman's
coming-of-age in a deliciously evocative time and place.
"From the prize-winning author of The Beekeeper of Aleppo, a stunning novel
about the disappearance of a Sri Lankan nanny and how the most vulnerable
people find their voices. "It began with a crunch of leaves and earth. So early,
so cold, the branches shone with ice. I'd returned to collect the songbirds.
They are worth more than their weight in gold." Yiannis is a poacher, trapping
the tiny protected songbirds that stop in Cyprus as they migrate each year
from Africa to Europe and selling them on the black market. He dreams of
finding a new way of life, and of marrying Nisha, who works on the island as a
nanny and maid--having left her native Sri Lanka to try to earn enough to
support her daughter, left behind and raised by relatives. But Nisha has
vanished; one evening, she steps out on a mysterious errand and doesn't
return. The police write off her disappearance as just another runaway
domestic worker, so her employer, Petra, undertakes the investigation. Petra's
unravelling of Nisha's last days in Cyprus lead her to Nisha's friends--other
maids in the neighborhood--and to the darker side of a migrant's life, where
impossible choices leave them vulnerable, captive, and worse. Based on the
real-life disappearance of domestic workers in Cyprus, Christy Lefteri has
crafted a poignant, deeply empathetic narrative of the human stories behind
the headlines. With infinite tenderness and skill, Songbirds offers a triumphant
story of the fight for truth and justice, and of women reclaiming their lost
voices"-To Sam Blount, meeting Julia is the best thing that has ever happened to him.
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Working at the local college and unsuccessful in his previous relationships,
he’d been feeling troubled about his approaching fortieth birthday, “a great
beast of a birthday,” as he sees it, but being with Julia makes him feel young
and hopeful. Julia Stilwell, a freshman trying to come to terms with a recent
tragedy that has stripped her of her greatest talent, is flattered by Sam’s
attention. But their relationship is tested by a shy young man with a secret,
Marcus Broley, who is also infatuated with Julia. Told in alternating points of
view, The Preservationist is the riveting tale of Julia and Sam's relationship,
which begins to unravel as the threat of violence approaches and Julia
becomes less and less sure whom she can trust.
The Buried Giant
Hal Leonard guitar method
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