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Both startlingly restless and
immaculately compact, Manazuru paints
the portrait of a woman on the brink of
her own memories and future. Twelve
years have passed since Kei’s husband,
Rei, disappeared and she was left alone
with her three–year–old daughter. Her
new relationship with a married man—the
antithesis of Rei—has brought her life
to a numbing stasis, and her
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relationships with her mother and
daughter have spilled into routine, day
after day. Kei begins making repeated
trips to the seaside town of Manazuru,
a place that jogs her memory to a
moment in time she can never quite
locate. Her time there by the water
encompasses years of unsteady footing
and a developing urgency to find
something. Through a poetic style
embracing the surreal and grotesque, a
quiet tenderness emerges from these
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dark moments. Manazuru is a meditation
on memory—a profound, precisely
delineated exploration of the
relationships between lovers and family
members.
Nicola Griffith, winner of the Tiptree
Award and the Lambda Award for her
widely acclaimed first novel Ammonite,
now turns her attention closer to the
present in Slow River, the dark and
intensely involving story of a young
woman's struggle for survival and
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independence on the gritty underside of
a near-future Europe. She awoke in an
alley to the splash of rain. She was
naked, a foot-long gash in her back was
still bleeding, and her identity
implant was gone. Lore Van de Oest was
the daughter of one of the world's most
powerful families...and now she was
nobody. Then out of the rain walked
Spanner, an expert data pirate who took
her in, cared for her wounds, and gave
her the freedom to reinvent herself
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again and again. No one could find Lore
if she didn't want to be found: not the
police, not her family, and not the
kidnappers who had left her in that
alley to die. She had escaped...but she
paid for her newfound freedom in crime,
deception, and degradation--over and
over again. Lore had a choice: She
could stay in the shadows, stay with
Spanner...and risk losing herself
forever. Or she could leave Spanner and
find herself again by becoming someone
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else: stealing the identity implant of
a dead woman, taking over her life, and
inventing her future. But to start
again, Lore required Spanner's
talents--Spanner, who needed her and
hated her, and who always had a price.
And even as Lore agreed to play
Spanner's games one final time, she
found that there was still the price of
being a Van de Oest to be paid. Only by
confronting her past, her family, and
her own demons could Lore meld together
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who she had once been, who she had
become, and the person she intended to
be.... In Slow River, Nicola Griffith
skillfully takes us deep into the mind
and heart of her complex protagonist,
where the past must be reconciled with
the present if the future is ever to
offer solid ground. Slow River poses a
question we all hope never to need to
answer: Who are you when you have
nothing left?
A collection of six short stories
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incorporates themes of time, healing,
and fate, following the adventures of
young men and women who struggle to
understand confusing emotions while
embarking on journeys of selfdiscovery. Reprint.
BüKs are inexpensive pamphlets, each
containing one provocative essay, short
story, portfolio of pictures,
collection of poems, or other
surprising entertainment, readable in
the time it takes to drink a cup of
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coffee.
Three Plays - Absurd Person Singular,
Absent Friends, Bedroom Farce
N.P.
Moshi Moshi
The Occupation Trilogy
Fiction in Contemporary Japan
This collection of short stories, including many new
translations, is the first to span the whole of Japan's
modern era from the end of the nineteenth century to the
present day. Beginning with the first writings to
assimilate and rework Western literary traditions,
through the flourishing of the short story genre in the
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cosmopolitan atmosphere of the Taisho era, to the new
breed of writers produced under the constraints of
literary censorship, and the current writings reflecting
the pitfalls and paradoxes of modern life, this anthology
offers a stimulating survey of the development of the
Japanese short story. Various indigenous traditions, in
addition to those drawn from the West, recur throughout
the stories: stories of the self, of the Water Trade
(Tokyo's nightlife of geishas and prostitutes), of social
comment, love and obsession, legends and fairytales.
This collection includes the work of two Nobel prizewinners: Kawabata and Oe, the talented women writers
Hirabayashi, Euchi, Okamoto, and Hayashi, together with
the acclaimed Tanizaki, Mishima, and Murakami. The
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introduction by Theodore Goossen gives insight into
these exotic and enigmatic, sometimes disturbing
stories, derived from the lyrical roots of Japanese
literature with its distinctive stress on atmosphere and
beauty.
In the summer of 1955, Madison Lee "Bobo" Murphy was
a waiter at the Catskills' Pine Hill Inn. A rural Southerner,
he had never heard the word meshugge until Avrum
Feldman -- a retired New York City furrier -- became his
unlikely friend. For Bobo, nothing about that special time
and place ever lost its glow: Avrum's obsession with the
haunting voice of a famous opera diva, music that no one
else could hear; the exotic mingling of Yiddish and
German in the dining room; and the girl he met and
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loved. In everyone's life, Avrum claimed, there is one
grand, undeniable moment that never stops mattering.
For Bobo, it was his first glimpse of beautiful Amy
Lourie. But, for a wealthy Jewish girl and a Georgia farm
boy, the summer had to end, leaving Bobo with the pain
of lost love. Nearly forty years later, his children grown
and marriage comfortably routine, Bobo comes north
once more; there, amidst the haunting hints of Amy's
presence, she unexpectedly appears. Nothing has
dimmed the passion of their youth, yet two lifetimes and
a thousand Catskills sunsets stand between who they
were and who they have become. The barriers between
them are different now. But mysteriously, miraculously,
Bobo reawakens the dream of a love larger than
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himself....
Higuchi Ichiy, Japan's first woman writer of stature in
modern times, was born in 1872 and died at the age of
twenty-four. In her brief life she wrote poems, essays,
short stories and a great, multivolume diary. This book is
made up of a critical biography, interlaced with extracts
from the diary, and Robert Danly's translations of nine
representative stories.
Three extraordinary novellas narrate the individual
stories of three women, all bewitched into a spiritual
sleep--a sleepwalker mourning a lost love, a woman
unable to remain awake who is involved in an affair with
a man whose wife is in a coma, and a woman whose
dreams are haunted by a woman she once confronted in
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a love triangle. Reprint. 50,000 first printing.
The Oxford Book of Japanese Short Stories
Text Classics
The Teahouse Fire
The King of Cards
'What is remarkable about Alan Ayckbourn's comedy is that
it contrives to be simultaneously hilarious and harrowing.
Literally, it is agonisingly funny' Daily Telegraph In Three
Plays Ayckbourn's perfectly pitched dialogue slices into the
soul of suburbia. The settings are simple - a kitchen, a
bedroom, a party - but the relationships between the
husbands and wives are more complicated. Fraught
relationships are exposed with humour, bathos and a sharp
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understanding of human nature.
Something has gone very wrong on the sleepy Scottish Isle
of Mab. The tides are angry. Reality has shifted. Selkies are
coming up from the ocean, boys are missing, magic is
going haywire, and memories are being pulled from
people's minds. Thomas Madigan is living in a
nightmare.Isla just wants to go back to the sea. Kit Macrae
thinks he's drowning. Tanis Hughes needs to feed. And
Owen Darrow doesn't seem to exist. WEAK HEART is an
LGBT+ horror fantasy featuring blood, sea salt, magic, and
banter.
After losing her delicate younger sister to suicide, a
Japanese-American woman incurs a case of amnesia and
embarks on an emotional journey of recovery, aided by her
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clairvoyant kid brother. By the author of Kitchen. Reprint.
Oskar Schell, the nine-year-old son of a man killed in the
World Trade Center attacks, searches the five boroughs of
New York City for a lock that fits a black key his father left
behind.
Bük #11
Slow River
Ōe and Beyond
& Hard Luck
The Wild Colonial Boy
A whale falls in love with a military submarine,
and dies courting her; a mother caught in a fire
following a bombing gives all her body's water
to save her son, and her desiccated form turns
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into a kite; a wolf rescues a sick child
abandoned by her parents, only to die himself at
the hand of men. However, bunkers can also
become real homes, a small Japanese girl and
an American POW briefly understand each other
and a miraculous tree feeds starving children...
This is war, no doubt, but told by someone who
understands how children truly experience war
and its aftermath - the bombings and parents'
deaths, the life of orphans who roam the streets,
the starvation and blind violence in a society
beyond destruction. Akiyuki Nosaka remembers
what it was like to be a child caught in war-torn
Japan in 1945, and he retells his experiences in
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this collection of powerful and beautifully
expressive stories for children.
Inspired by Raymond Chandler's telling phrase,
Ronald Munson has depicted a criminal as
shocking as "a tarantula on a piece of angel
food cake." Drawing form actual profiles of
serial killers, he has created a bone-chillingly
accurate portrait of a psychopath's mind and
methods. In the conviction that nothing human
is truly alien to another human being, he offers
a novel of three lives inextricably joined - cop,
killer and potential victim - each dramatically
different, yet linked by similarities they can't
escape. A powerful story that introduces a
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refreshing maverick to the gallery of fictional
police operatives, NOTHING HUMAN marks the
impressive debut of a talented new suspense
writer. HUNT IN PROGRESS: JILL BRENNER
This attractive female is polite and friendly,
although reserved. She seems self-possessed
and competent, but she has an appealing air of
vulnerability. She is of above average
intelligence and education and so should offer a
challenge worth undertaking. So writes John
Haack-a.k.a. the Jaguar-a man whose diary
reflects the mind of a violent and absolutely
merciless sexual sadist. Haack is a man who has
studied everything from autopsy reports to
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Mayan mythology. In the sheltered community
of Cambridge, Massachusetts, Jill Brenner will
be his next victim. Highly educated, charming
and attractive to women, Haack keeps a part of
his personality hidden - like a snake in a box.
He's already killed twice and left no clues. In
twenty days it will be time again to let out the
snake.... Driven by a cold fury and his own
meticulous plans, Haack fails to notice that he's
up against a different kind of cop - Lieutenant
Eric Firecaster, a brilliant detective who just
can't leave this case alone. Harvard graduate,
former Congressional aide, Firecaster has found
his true calling in the grand principles and
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gritty details of police work. Now he's tracking a
killer more devious and experienced than any
he's ever known. The psychopath is at home in
Cambridge's genteel world of jogging paths and
leafy streets - and in the gore-stained labyrinth
of an urban hospital's charnel hosue and
dissection rooms. He's sent a shocking message
to Jill, a young woman of striking vitality and
intellectual keenness. Firecaster's job is to
protect her, and she's starting to mean more to
him with each passing day.... But Jill is proving
too independent to guard effectively, and the
Jaguar's working down his list toward the
hunter's ancient, ultimate victory: 1. Locate
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prey 2.Study behavior 3.Flush 4.Chase 5.Kill
Are the works of contemporary Japanese
novelists, as Nobel Prize winner Oe Kenzaburo
has observed, "mere reflections of the vast
consumer culture of Tokyo and the subcultures
of the world at large"? Or do they contain their
own critical components, albeit in altered form?
Oe and Beyond surveys the accomplishments of
Oe and other writers of the postwar generation
while looking further to examine the literary
parameters of the "Post-Oe" generation. Despite
the unprecedented availability today of the work
of many of these writers in excellent English
translations, some twenty years have passed
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since a collection of critical essays has appeared
to guide the interested reader through the
fascinating world of contemporary Japanese
fiction. Oe and Beyond is a sampling of the best
research and thinking on the current generation
of Japanese writers being done in English. The
essays in this volume explore such subjects as
the continuing resonances of the atomic
bombings; the notion of "transnational
subjects"; the question of the "de-canonization"
(as well as the "re-canonization") of writers; the
construction (and deconstruction) of gender
models; the quest for spirituality amid
contemporary Japanese consumer affluence;
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post-modernity and Japanese "infantilism"; the
intertwining connections between history, mythmaking, and discrimination; and apocalyptic
visions of fin de siecle Japan. Contributors
pursue various methodological and theoretical
approaches to reveal the breadth of scholarship
on modern Japanese literature. The essays
reflect some of the latest thinking, both
Western and Japanese, on such topics as
subjectivity, gender, history, modernity, and the
postmodern. Oe and Beyond includes essays on
Endo Shusaku, Hayashi Kyoko, Kanai Mieko,
Kurahashi Yumiko, Murakami Haruki,
Murakami Ryu, Nakagami Kenji, Oe Kenzaburo,
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Ohba Minako, Shimada Masahiko, Takahashi
Takako, and Yoshimoto Banana. Contributors:
Davinder L. Bhowmik, Philip Gabriel, Van C.
Gessel, Adrienne Hurley, Susan J. Napier,
Sharalyn Orbaugh, Jay Rubin, Atsuko Sakaki,
Ann Sherif, Stephen Snyder, Mark Williams, Eve
Zimmerman.
A powerful story of passion and friendship, the
nature of love and the taboos surrounding it.
N.P. is the last collection of stories by a
celebrated Japanese writer, written in English
while she was living in Boston.
The Whale that Fell in Love with a Submarine
A City in Short Fiction
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Ppk6c NP Banana Yoshimoto
Kitchen
The Book of Tokyo

The author of Lizard, Amrita, Asleep and Goodbye
Tsugumi offers two novellas, one about a young
woman's dream about an ex-lover while on a hiking
trip, and the other about the sister of a woman lying in
a coma. Reprint.
Esther Prescott has seen little of life outside her
wealthy family's Rose Bay mansion, until flashy Stan
Peterson comes roaring up the drive in his huge
American car and barges into her life. Within a
fortnight they are living in his Kings Cross flat. Moody
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and erratic, proud of his well-bred wife yet bitterly
resentful of her privilege, Stan is involved with his
former girlfriend and a series of shady business deals.
Esther, innocent and desperate to please him, must
endure his controlling ways. This story of a troubled
and obsessive marriage, set against the backdrop of
postwar Sydney, is devastating. First published in
1957, Down in the City announced Elizabeth Harrower
as a major Australian writer. Elizabeth Harrower was
born in Sydney in 1928. Her first novel Down in the
City was published in 1957, and was followed by The
Long Prospect a year later. In 1959 she began working
for the ABC and as a book reviewer for the Sydney
Page 27/57

Read Book Np Banana Yoshimoto
Morning Herald. In 1960 she published The Catherine
Wheel, the story of an Australian law student in
London, her only novel not set in Sydney. The Watch
Tower appeared in 1966. Her work is austere,
intelligent, ruthless in its perceptions about men and
women. She was admired by many of her
contemporaries, including Patrick White and Christina
Stead, and is without doubt among the most important
writers of the postwar period in Australia. Elizabeth
Harrower lives in Sydney. textpublishing.com.au
'Down in the City marked the arrival of one of the
sharpest authors of psychological fiction in Australian
literature. Many of the things that happen in the novel
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are unpleasant, but are rendered with such intensity
and psychological insight that the experience of
reading about them is thrilling.' Australian 'a triumph
from Text's project to recover forgotten Australian
literature. Doused in melancholy and written from an
accessible yet unnerving third-person perspective,
Harrower's debut is a light read with weighty
resonance.' Readings Bookshop
An account of the decline and fall of a Texas savings
and loan institution reveals corruption, indiscretion,
and unbridled greed, and offers a perspective of the
nationwide S & L scandal
Life at the prestigious Q High School for Girls in Tokyo
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exists on a precise social axis: a world of insiders and
outsiders, of haves and have-nots. Beautiful Yuriko and
her unpopular, unnamed sister exist in different
spheres; the hopelessly awkward Kazue Sato floats
around among them, trying to fit in.Years later, Yuriko
and Kazue are dead — both have become prostitutes
and both have been brutally murdered. Natsuo Kirino,
celebrated author of Out, seamlessly weaves together
the stories of these women’s struggles within the
conventions and restrictions of Japanese society. At
once a psychological investigation of the pressures
facing Japanese women and a classic work of noir
fiction, Grotesque is a brilliantly twisted novel of
Page 30/57

Read Book Np Banana Yoshimoto
ambition, desire, beauty, cruelty, and identity by one
of our most electrifying writers.
Down in the City
A Novel
Amrita
The Life and Writings of Higuchi Ichiyō, a Woman of
Letters in Meiji Japan
La Place de l'Étoile – The Night Watch – Ring Roads

Winner of the Akutagawa Prize, The Hole is by turns
reminiscent of Lewis Carroll, David Lynch, and My
Neighbor Totoro, but is singularly unsettling Asa s
husband is transferring jobs, and his new office is
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located near his family s home in the countryside.
During an exceptionally hot summer, the young
married couple move in, and Asa does her best to
quickly adjust to their new rural lives, to their
remoteness, to the constant presence of her in-laws
and the incessant buzz of cicadas. While her
husband is consumed with his job, Asa is left to
explore her surroundings on her own: she makes
trips to the supermarket, halfheartedly looks for
work, and tries to find interesting ways of killing
time. One day, while running an errand for her
mother-in-law, she comes across a strange creature,
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follows it to the embankment of a river, and ends up
falling into a hole̶a hole that seems to have been
made specifically for her. This is the first in a series
of bizarre experiences that drive Asa deeper into the
mysteries of this rural landscape filled with
eccentric characters and unidentifiable creatures,
leading her to question her role in this world, and
eventually, her sanity.
Ward once again explores the alchemy of stubborn
yearnings and unrealized dreams amidst the welltended rowhouses of his native city. There s a
mounting fury in Tommy Fallon s heart in the fall
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of 1965. He s finally found his life s calling ‒
thanks to the inspiration of Professor Extraordinaire
Sylvester Spaulding. Young Tom wants to be lifted
on the wings of genius, to ascend to a clean, welllighted place where cultured people talk about deep
things. But how can this college boy learn anything
about life or art while living in his family s house
of pain? Pop Fallon s youthful dreams of becoming
a painter were dashed by the Depression and his
own internal demons; he rarely comes out of the
inner sanctum of His Holy Toilet, where he s long
been lost to the rituals of obsessive/compulsive
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behavior. Mom Fallon ‒ beaten down by the vast
resentment her husband harbors against her and all
the other Baltimorons ‒ is so starved for love
that she enters the Miss Kissable Lips contest at the
local radio station. Tom realizes he needs a refuge: a
quiet, modest room of his own. There he won t
have to see the defeat in his parents eyes. There
he ll follow Dr. Spaulding s lead by living inside
the books that seem to be keeping his spirit alive.
The King of Cards is the story of how Tom is saved
from becoming a myopic, dispassionate snob when
he answers an ad for off-campus housing. In the
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remarkable person of Jeremy Raines ‒ World-Class
Confidence Man with a Streak of Idealism, and Pied
Piper to a ragtag band of followers ‒ Tom finds a
sense of adventure that is positively euphoric.
After her mother's death, Chihiro moves to Tokyo
hoping to get over her grief and meets Nakajima, a
young man battling his own demons.
Nobel Prize winner Patrick Modiano's first three
novels, about Paris under Nazi occupation, now in a
single volume; the earliest--La Place de l'Étoile--in
English for the first time. Born at the close of World
War II, 2014 Nobel Prize winner Patrick Modiano
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was a young man in his twenties when he burst onto
the Parisian literary scene with these three brilliant,
angry novels about the wartime Occupation of Paris.
The epigraph to his first novel, among the first to
seriously question Nazi collaboration in France,
reads: "In June 1942 a German officer goes up to a
young man and says: 'Excuse me, monsieur, where
is La Place de l'Étoile?' The young man points to the
star on his chest." The second novel, The Night
Watch, tells the story of a young man caught
between his work for the French Gestapo, his work
for a Resistance cell, and the black marketeers
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whose milieu he shares. Ring Roads recounts a son's
search for his Jewish father who disappeared ten
years earlier, whom he finds trying to weather the
war in service to unsavory characters. Together
these three brilliant, almost hallucinatory evocations
of the Occupation attempt to exorcise the past by
exploring the morally ambiguous worlds of
collaboration and resistance. Award-winning
translator Frank Wynne has revised the translations
of The Night Watch and Ring Roads--long out of
print--for our current day, and brings La Place de
l'Étoile into English for the first time. The
Page 38/57

Read Book Np Banana Yoshimoto
Occupation Trilogy provides the perfect
introduction to one of the world's greatest writers.
Manazuru
ムーンライト・シャドウ
The Lake
Grotesque
How Borrowed Billions Sank a Texas S&L
The lives of people in both straight and lesbian relationships, all with
connections to a book entitled NP. They include the author's
children and the translator's mistress. Written by one of Japan's
leading pop writers.
For generations, the marsh-surrounded town of Shimmer, Maryland
has played host to a loose movement of African-American artists, all
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working in different media, but all utilizing the same haunting color.
Landscape paintings, trompe l'oeil quilts, decorated dolls, mixedmedia assemblages, and more, all featuring the same peculiar hue, a
shifting pigment somewhere between purple and pink, the color of
the saltmarsh orchid, a rare and indigenous flower. Graduate student
Xavier Wentworth has been drawn to Shimmer, hoping to study the
work of artists like quilter Hazel Whitby and landscape painter
Shadrach Grayson in detail, having experienced something akin to
an epiphany when viewing a Hazel Whitby tapestry as a child.
Xavier will find that others, too, have been drawn to Shimmer,
called by something more than art, something in the marsh itself, a
mysterious, spectral hue. From Lambda Literary Award-nominated
author Craig Laurance Gidney (Sea, Swallow Me & Other Stories,
Skin Deep Magic) comes A Spectral Hue, a novel of art, obsession,
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and the ghosts that haunt us all.
“Like attending seasons of elegant tea parties—each one resplendent
with character and drama. Delicious.”—Maxine Hong Kingston The
story of two women whose lives intersect in late-nineteenth-century
Japan, The Teahouse Fire is also a portrait of one of the most
fascinating places and times in all of history—Japan as it opens its
doors to the West. It was a period when wearing a different color
kimono could make a political statement, when women stopped
blackening their teeth to profess an allegiance to Western ideas, and
when Japan’s most mysterious rite—the tea ceremony—became not
just a sacramental meal, but a ritual battlefield. We see it all through
the eyes of Aurelia, an American orphan adopted by the Shin family,
proprietors of a tea ceremony school, after their daughter, Yukako,
finds her hiding on their grounds. Aurelia becomes Yukako’s closest
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companion, and they, the Shin family, and all of Japan face a time of
great challenges and uncertainty. Told in an enchanting and
unforgettable voice, The Teahouse Fire is a lively, provocative, and
lushly detailed historical novel of epic scope and compulsive
readability.
"A beautiful translation...Yoshimoto deploys a magically Japanese
light touch to emotionally and existentially tough subject matter:
domestic disarray, loneliness, identity issues, lovesickness...[a]
nimble narrative." ―ELLE In Moshi Moshi, Yoshie’s much–loved
musician father has died in a suicide pact with an unknown woman.
It is only when Yoshie and her mother move to Shimokitazawa, a
traditional Tokyo neighborhood of narrow streets, quirky shops, and
friendly residents that they can finally start to put their painful past
behind them. However, despite their attempts to move forward,
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Yoshie is haunted by nightmares in which her father is looking for
the phone he left behind on the day he died, or on which she is
trying—unsuccessfully—to call him. Is her dead father trying to
communicate a message to her through these dreams? With the
lightness of touch and surreal detachment that are the hallmarks of
her writing, Banana Yoshimoto turns a potential tragedy into a
poignant coming–of–age ghost story and a life–affirming homage to
the healing powers of community, food, and family.
The Daisy Chain
Nothing Human
Weak Heart
The Cat in the Coffin
Newlywed
"N.P." is the title of the latest work, written in English, by a
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celebrated Japanese writer, but whenever anyone tries to
translate the work into Japanese, death gets in the way
A shape-shifter arrives at Tokyo harbour in human form, set
to embark on an unstoppable rampage through the city’s train
network… A young woman is accompanied home one night
by a reclusive student, and finds herself lured into a flat full of
eerie Egyptian artefacts… A man suspects his young wife’s
obsession with picnicking every weekend in the city’s parks
hides a darker motive… At first, Tokyo appears in these
stories as it does to many outsiders: a city of bewildering
scale, awe-inspiring modernity, peculiar rules, unknowable
secrets and, to some extent, danger. Characters observe
their fellow citizens from afar, hesitant to stray from their daily
routines to engage with them. But Tokyo being the city it is,
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random encounters inevitably take place – a na ve book
collector, mistaken for a French speaker, is drawn into a
world he never knew existed; a woman seeking psychiatric
help finds herself in a taxi with an older man wanting to share
his own peculiar revelations; a depressed divorcee accepts
an unexpected lunch invitation to try Thai food for the very
first time… The result in each story is a small but crucial
change in perspective, a sampling of the unexpected yet
simple pleasure of other people’s company. As one character
puts it, ‘The world is full of delicious things, you know.’
From the winner of the Australian/Vogel's Literary Award, this
tour-de-force explores loneliness and desire, the peril and
beauty of solitude - and our need for connection. 'A
compelling story about isolation, duty, desire, fear and
Page 45/57

Read Book Np Banana Yoshimoto
escape. As each character in The Shut-Ins feels increasingly
trapped by societal pressure, they explore the possibility of
retreating to some indefinable, unknowable place. The Shut
Ins will appeal to fans of thoughtful literary fiction with a touch
of otherworldliness, such as Untold Night and Day by Bae
Suah and Earthlings by Sayaka Murata.' - Bookseller &
Publisher 'Not only is The Shut Ins a compelling story about
hikikomori, those who seek absolute isolation from society,
and those who orbit them in their reclusion, it is also a
profound exploration of loneliness, solitude, and that peculiar,
ineffable yearning for inner or unconscious worlds; the
chimeric 'other side'. Katherine Brabon is a precise and
contemplative writer, her prose capable of intense, almostheady evocation. I will read everything she writes.' - Hannah
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Kent, bestselling author of Burial Rites and The Good People
'Brabon's intellectual and emotional knowledge, and her
plainspoken yet spellbinding prose come together in a
mesmerising work of art.' - Mireille Juchau, bestselling author
of The World Without Us 'Brabon has Murakami's verve and
craftsmanship. Her love of Japan shines through: myths,
metaphors, its social life, and the vividness of its human faces
make this a particularly rewarding piece of fiction.' - Sydney
Morning Herald Mai and Hikaru went to school together in the
city of Nagoya, until Hikaru disappeared when they were
eighteen. It is not until ten years later, when Mai runs into
Hikaru's mother, Hiromi Sato, that she learns Hikaru has
become a hikikomori, a recluse unable to leave his bedroom
for years. In secret, Hiromi Sato hires Mai as a 'rental sister',
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to write letters to Hikaru and encourage him to leave his
room. Mai has recently married J, a devoted salaryman with
conservative ideas about the kind of wife Mai will be. The
renewed contact with her old school friend Hikaru stirs Mai's
feelings of invisibility within her marriage. She is frustrated
with her life and knows she will never fulfill J's obsession with
the perfect wife and mother. What else is there for Mai to do
but to disappear herself? 'I was drawn in utterly by The Shut
Ins. It illuminated the world around me in a strange and
beautiful light, and it continues to unsettle my thoughts in the
best possible way. At once bold and subtle, The Shut Ins is a
haunting and transportive reading experience.' Emily Bitto,
winner of the Stella Prize for The Strays 'Katherine Brabon's
The Shut Ins is quietly mesmerising. Brabon has created an
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exquisite portrait of loneliness and aloneness through the
stories of four interconnected people living in modern day
Japan. Her prose is original and vivid, I found myself
entranced by this novel from its first sentence to its last.' Anna Snoekstra, author of Only Daughter
The acclaimed debut of Japan’s “master storyteller” (Chicago
Tribune). With the publication of Kitchen, the dazzling Englishlanguage debut that is still her best-loved book, the literary
world realized that Banana Yoshimoto was a young writer of
enduring talent whose work has quickly earned a place
among the best of contemporary Japanese literature. Kitchen
is an enchantingly original book that juxtaposes two tales
about mothers, love, tragedy, and the power of the kitchen
and home in the lives of a pair of free-spirited young women
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in contemporary Japan. Mikage, the heroine, is an orphan
raised by her grandmother, who has passed away. Grieving,
Mikage is taken in by her friend Yoichi and his mother (who is
really his cross-dressing father) Eriko. As the three of them
form an improvised family that soon weathers its own tragic
losses, Yoshimoto spins a lovely, evocative tale with the
kitchen and the comforts of home at its heart. In a whimsical
style that recalls the early Marguerite Duras, Kitchen and its
companion story, Moonlight Shadow, are elegant tales whose
seeming simplicity is the ruse of a very special writer whose
voice echoes in the mind and the soul. “Lucid, earnest and
disarming . . . [It] seizes hold of the reader’s sympathy and
refuses to let go.” —Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times
Asleep
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Shadow Song
The Hole
A Reading of Murakami Haruki, Yoshimoto Banana,
Yoshimoto Takaaki and Karatani Kojin
Roman

In this “witty, perceptive novel”, a young woman
moves to Tokyo and encounters the world of
university enrollment and impending adulthood (Elle).
Banana Yoshimoto’s novels of young life in Japan
have made her an international sensation. Goodbye
Tsugumi is an offbeat story of a deep and complicated
friendship between two female cousins that ranks
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among her best work. Maria is the only daughter of an
unmarried woman. She has grown up at the seaside
alongside her cousin Tsugumi, a lifelong invalid,
charismatic, spoiled, and occasionally cruel. Now
Maria’s father is finally able to bring Maria and her
mother to Tokyo, ushering Maria into a world of
university, impending adulthood, and a “normal”
family. When Tsugumi invites Maria to spend a last
summer by the sea, a restful idyll becomes a time of
dramatic growth as Tsugumi finds love and Maria
learns the true meaning of home and family. She also
has to confront both Tsugumi’s inner strength and the
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real possibility of losing her. Goodbye Tsugumi is a
beguiling, resonant novel from one of the world’s finest
young writers.
After years of violence, a tense calm pervades
Northern Ireland, soon to be broken by Jimmy
Coogan, an IRA veteran gone renegade. Jimmy has
stolen ten pounds of plastic explosive, intending to
destroy the parliamentary ambitions of the IRA
leadership. Into Jimmy's turbulent world come two
young Americans: Brian, vain, ironic, but wellmeaning; and Clare, a beautiful, earnest college
student. In Ireland on an errand for his Irish
Page 53/57

Read Book Np Banana Yoshimoto
Republican family in Detroit, Brian is recruited to
Jimmy's bloody mission by his cousin Maire, Coogan's
sharp-tongued wife. Soon they are all drawn into the
unforgiving labyrinth of modern terrorism, borne
toward a horrific and fatal climax in James Hynes's
thrilling The Wild Colonial Boy
N.P.
An award-winning Japanese mystery writer tells the
tale of a young female caretaker and her girlfriend who
find themselves both vying for the affection of the
same man, his daughter, and her beloved cat.
Original.
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The Shut Ins
Goodbye Tsugumi
N.p
Postmodern, Feminist and Postcolonial Currents in
Contemporary Japanese Culture
Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close
Using the Euro-American theoretical framework of
postmodernism, feminism and post-colonialism, this
book analyses the fictional and critical work of four
contemporary Japanese writers; Murakami Haruki,
Yoshimoto Banana, Yoshimoto Takaaki and Karatani
Kojin. In addition the author reconsiders this EuroPage 55/57
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American theory by looking back on it from the
perspective of Japanese literary work. Presenting
outstanding analysis of Japanese intellectuals and
writers who have received little attention in the West,
the book also includes an extensive and
comprehensive bibliography making it essential
reading for those studying Japanese literature,
Japanese studies and Japanese thinkers.
愛する人との出会い、そして永遠の別れ。味わったことのない孤独、底なしの喪失感に苦しむ主人公は
、未来に向かって歩き出す。
Lizard
Hardboiled
A Spectral Hue
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In the Shade of Spring Leaves
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