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Other Selves Philosophers On Friendship
In The Four Friendships we undertake to glean the lasting lessons of Aristotle, Cicero, Aelred of Rievaulx, and Thomas
Aquinas on friendship. We will examine their writings on friendship not merely as works of literature or historical curiosities,
but as practical guides to help us build, maintain, and enjoy noble friendships of our own-today.
An eminent philosopher reflects on the nature of friendship, past and present Friends are a constant feature of our lives, yet
friendship itself is difficult to define. Even Michel de Montaigne, author of the seminal essay "Of Friendship," found it nearly
impossible to account for the great friendship of his life. Why is something so commonplace and universal so hard to grasp?
What is it about the nature of friendship that proves so elusive? In On Friendship, the acclaimed philosopher Alexander
Nehamas launches an original and far-ranging investigation of friendship. Exploring the long history of philosophical thinking
on the subject, from Aristotle to Emerson and beyond, and drawing on examples from literature, art, drama, and his own life,
Nehamas shows that for centuries, friendship was as much a public relationship as it was a private one-inseparable from
politics and commerce, favors and perks. Now that it is more firmly in the private realm, Nehamas holds, close friendship is
central to the good life. Profound and affecting, On Friendship sheds light on why we love our friends-and how they
determine who we are, and who we might become.
There has been an increasing interest in the meaning and importance of friendship in recent years, particularly in the West.
However, the history of friendship, and the ways in which it has changed over time, have rarely been examined. Friendship: A
History traces the development of friendship in Europe from the Hellenistic period to today. The book brings together a
range of essays that examine the language of friendship and its significance in terms of ethics, social institutions, religious
organizations and political alliances. The essays study the works of classical and contemporary authors to explore the role of
friendship in Western philosophy. Ranging from renaissance friendships to Christian and secular friendships and from
women’s writing to the role of class and sex in friendships, Friendship: A History will be invaluable to students and scholars
of social history.
The story of the greatest of all philosophical friendships—and how it influenced modern thought David Hume is arguably the
most important philosopher ever to have written in English, but during his lifetime he was attacked as “the Great Infidel” for
his religious skepticism and deemed unfit to teach the young. In contrast, Adam Smith, now hailed as the founding father of
capitalism, was a revered professor of moral philosophy. Remarkably, Hume and Smith were best friends, sharing what
Dennis Rasmussen calls the greatest of all philosophical friendships. The Infidel and the Professor tells the fascinating story
of the close relationship between these towering Enlightenment thinkers—and how it influenced their world-changing ideas.
It shows that Hume contributed more to economics—and Smith contributed more to philosophy—than is generally
recognized. The result is a compelling account of a great friendship that had great consequences for modern thought.
A Philosophical Reader
The Infidel and the Professor
Liberty, Equality, and Utility
Philosophy and Friendship
From Aristotle to Aquinas
Solomon and Higgins have chosen excerpts from the great philosophical texts and combined them with the most exciting
new work of philosophers writing today. It examines the mysteries of erotic love from a variety of philosophical perspectives
and provides an impressive display of wisdom that the world's best thinkers have brought, and continue to bring, to the
study of love.
Private and public relationships - frequently labelled as friendships - have always played a crucial role in human societies.
Yet, over the centuries ideas and meanings of friendship transformed, adapting to the political and social climates of
different periods. Changing concepts and practices of friendship characterized the intellectual, social, political and cultural
panorama of medieval Europe, including that of thiteenth-century Iberia. Subject of conquests and 'Reconquest', land of
convivencia, but also of political instability, as well as of secular and religious international power-struggles: the articulation
of friendship within its borders is a particularly fraught subject to study. Drawing on some of the encyclopaedic vernacular
masterpieces produced in the scriptorium of 'The Wise' King, Alfonso X of Castile (1252-84), this study explores the political,
religious and social networks, inter-faith and gender relationships, legal definitions, as well as bonds of tutorship and
companionship, which were frequently defined through the vocabulary and rhetoric of friendship. This study demonstares
how the values and meanings of amicitia, often associated with classical, Roman, Visigothic and Eastern traditions, were
transformed to adapt to Alfonso X’s cultural projects and political propaganda. This book contributes to the study of the
history of emotions and cultural histories of the Middle Ages, while also emphasizing how Iberia was a peripheral, but still
vital, ring in a chiain which linked it to the rest of Europe, while also occupying a central role in the historical and cultural
developments of the Western Mediterranean.
Love comes in many forms. From friendship to parenthood, from the lover to the altruist, it touches all our lives. As time
passes by this remains constant in the human experience. Love's Philosophy explores the basic expressions of love. In this
book, White takes into account classical and historical perspecitives. His reflections explain the historical and contemporary
formations of love, and offer alternative models to that most encompassing sensation, love. Visit our website for sample
chapters!
Stories, legends, poems, essays, letters, and memoirs, by Aesop, Yeats, Homer, Shakespeare, T.S. Eliot, Virginia Woolf, and
others, offer a commentary on friendship
Being an Expanded Translation of the Nicomachean Ethics, Books VIII & IX
Inherent and Instrumental Values
The Modern Marginalisation of an Ancient Political Concept
Love's Philosophy
Other Selves

Applies Aristotle's argument - that citizenship is like friendship - to the liberal and
democratic societies of the present day.
"Friendship, that pervasive, everyday, and subtle matter of our most intimate personal life, has
rarely been accorded its due. Michael Pakaluk has retrieved the thoughts of our greatest
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thinkers on the subject and collected them into a handsome and handy volume. . . . A splendid
book!" --M. M. Wartofsky, Distinguished Professor of Philosophy, Baruch College, City University
of New York
For statesmen, friendship is the lingua franca of politics. Considering the connections between
personal and political friendship, John von Heyking’s The Form of Politics interprets the texts
of Plato and Aristotle and emphasizes the role that friendship has in enduring philosophical and
contemporary political contexts. Beginning with a discussion on virtue-friendship, described by
Aristotle and Plato as an agreement on what qualifies as the pursuit of good, The Form of
Politics demonstrates that virtue and political friendship form a paradoxical relationship in
which political friendships need to be nourished by virtue-friendships that transcend the moral
and intellectual horizons of the political society. Von Heyking then examines Aristotle’s
ethical and political writings – which are set within the boundaries of political life – and
Plato’s dialogues on friendship in Lysis and the Laws, which characterize political friendship
as festivity. Ultimately, arguing that friendship is the high point of a virtuous political
life, von Heyking presents a fresh interpretation of Aristotle and Plato’s political thought,
and a new take on the most essential goals in politics. Inviting reassessment of the
relationship between friendship and politics by returning to the origins of Western philosophy,
The Form of Politics is a lucid work on the foundations of political cooperation.
In antiquity, it was not only Aristotle who assumed the people are more to be understood in
relation to one another than as individual or solitary constructs. This examination considers
the changing attitudes to friendship since antiquity.
Time
Aristotle and the Philosophy of Friendship
On Friendship
Hobbes Against Friendship
The Case for the Body in Public Bioethics
A repackaged edition of the revered author's classic work that examines the four types of human love: affection, friendship,
erotic love, and the love of God—part of the C. S. Lewis Signature Classics series. C.S. Lewis—the great British writer,
scholar, lay theologian, broadcaster, Christian apologist, and bestselling author of Mere Christianity, The Screwtape
Letters, The Great Divorce, The Chronicles of Narnia, and many other beloved classics—contemplates the essence of love
and how it works in our daily lives in one of his most famous works of nonfiction. Lewis examines four varieties of human
love: affection, the most basic form; friendship, the rarest and perhaps most insightful; Eros, passionate love; charity, the
greatest and least selfish. Throughout this compassionate and reasoned study, he encourages readers to open themselves
to all forms of love—the key to understanding that brings us closer to God.
This book presents a thorough and systematic integration of Aristotle's analysis of friendship with the main lines of the
rest of his work in Politics and Nicomachean Ethics. The author conveys a clear sense of the continuing illumination that
Aristotle's analysis of friendship provides to contemporary ethical theorists and to students of Aristotle. Other Selves
speaks to both audiences.
American law assumes that individuals are autonomous, defined by their capacity to choose, and not obligated to each
other. But our bodies make us vulnerable and dependent, and the law leaves the weakest on their own. O. Carter Snead
argues for a paradigm that recognizes embodiment, enabling law and policy to provide for the care that people need.
There has been a marked revival of interest among philosophers in the topic of friendship. This collection of fifteen essays
presents an admirable range of the diverse contemporary approaches to friendship within philosophy. The book is divided
into three sections. The first centers on the nature of friendship, the difference between friendship and other personal
loves, and the importance of friendship in the individual's life. The second section discusses the moral significance of
friendship and the response of various ethical theories and theorists (Aristotelian, Christian, Kantian, and
consequentialist) to the phenomenon of friendship. The last section deals with the importance of personal and civic
friendship in a good society. Badhwar's introduction is a comprehensive critical discussion of the issues raised by the
essays: it relates them to each other, as well as to historical and contemporary discussions not included in the anthology,
thus providing the reader with an integrated overview of the essays and their place in the larger philosophical picture.
Contributors: Robert M. Adams; Julia Annas; Neera Kapur Badhwar; Marcia Baron; Lawrence Blum; Nathaniel Branden;
John M. Cooper; Marilyn Friedman; C. S. Lewis; H. J. Paton; Peter Railton; Amelie O. Rorty; Mary Lyndon Shanley; Nancy
Sherman; Michael Stocker; Laurence Thomas
The Philosophy of (erotic) Love
A Theory of Law
David Hume, Adam Smith, and the Friendship That Shaped Modern Thought
Form of Politics
Narrating Friendship and the British Novel, 1760-1830

In her essay collection First, Second, and Other Selves: Essays on Friendship and Personal Identity, well-known scholar
of ancient philosophy Jennifer Whiting uses Aristotle's theories on friendship as a springboard to engage with
contemporary philosophical work on personal identity and moral psychology.
Offers comprehensive treatment of Thomas Hobbes’s thought, providing readers with different ways of understanding
Hobbes as a systematic philosopher As one of the founders of modern political philosophy, Thomas Hobbes is best
known for his ideas regarding the nature of legitimate government and the necessity of society submitting to the
absolute authority of sovereign power. Yet Hobbes produced a wide range of writings, from translations of texts by
Homer and Thucydides, to interpretations of Biblical books, to works devoted to geometry, optics, morality, and religion.
Hobbes viewed himself as presenting a unified method for theoretical and practical science—an interconnected system of
philosophy that provides many entry points into his thought. A Companion to Hobbes is an expertly curated collection of
essays offering close textual engagement with the thought of Thomas Hobbes in his major works while probing his ideas
regarding natural philosophy, mathematics, human nature, civil philosophy, religion, and more. The Companion
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discusses the ways in which scholars have tried to understand the unity and diversity of Hobbes’s philosophical system
and examines the reception of the different parts of Hobbes’s philosophy by thinkers such as René Descartes, Margaret
Cavendish, David Hume, and Immanuel Kant. Presenting a diversity of fresh perspectives by both emerging and
established scholars, this volume: Provides a comprehensive treatment of Hobbes’s thought in his works, including
Elements of Law, Elements of Philosophy, and Leviathan Explores the connecting points between Hobbes’ metaphysics,
epistemology, mathematics, natural philosophy, morality, and civil philosophy Offers readers strategies for
understanding how the parts of Hobbes’s philosophical system fit together Examines Hobbes’s philosophy of
mathematics and his attempts to understand geometrical objects and definitions Considers Hobbes’s philosophy in
contexts such as the natural state of humans, gender relations, and materialist worldviews Challenges conceptions of
Hobbes’s moral theory and his views about the rights of sovereigns Part of the acclaimed Blackwell Companions to
Philosophy series, A Companion to Hobbes is an invaluable resource for scholars and advanced students of Early
modern thought, particularly those from disciplines such as History of Philosophy, Political Philosophy, Intellectual
History, History of Politics, Political Theory, and English.
Originally published in 1979, Plato's Dialogue on Friendship is the first book-length interpretation of the Lysis in English,
offering both a full analysis and a literal translation of this frequently neglected Platonic dialogue. David Bolotin
interprets the Lysis as an important work in its own right and places it in the context of Plato's other writings. He
attempts to show that despite Socrates' apparent failure to discover what a friend is, a coherent understanding of
friendship emerges in the Lysis. His commentary follows the dialogue closely, and his interpretation unfolds gradually,
as he is providing a detailed summary of the Lysis itself. Mr. Bolotin's translation captures the playfulness and rich
ambiguities of the Lysis and its effectiveness as conversational drama. His book, written with precision and clarity,
should be useful to students of political philosophy and ancient philosophy.
Follows and completes Aelred's earlier treatise on love, "The Mirror of Charity". In it he reflects on the theories of
friendship propunded by the great stoic philosophic Cicero. A humanist and a Christian monk, Aelred advocated
friendship on both the natural and the supernatural plane. Frankness and not flattery, generosity and not gain, patience
in correction and constancy in affection he saw as the marks of a genuine friendship.
Rediscovering Political Friendship
The Oxford Handbook of Practical Ethics
The Politics of Friendship
Aristotle and Plato on Friendship
Friendship in Medieval Iberia

A philosophical exploration of the meaning and significance of friendship.This book
explains the persistence of friendship today in the light of the history of philosophical
approaches to the subject. It considers ideals of intimacy and fusion in the context of
claims that such ideals are unrealistic and even dangerous. Cicero's scepticism about
friendship in the public realm is compared with the Aristotelian view of friendship as a
genuine political bond, and with Derrida's development of that view via an exploration of
Aristotle's alleged and provocative announcement 'O my friends, there is no friend'.
Tensions between love and respect, identity and difference, a focus on the self and a
focus on the other are closely examined.From Aristotle to contemporary theorists, the
book explores the conditions that enable the development of self-understanding in
friendship, the delicate and unstable pairing of concepts like inclination and duty and
distinctions between self-love, self esteem and self-concern in relations between
friends.Key Features* Recognition of the variety of the term 'friend' in the history of
philosophy* The treatment of the tension between identity and difference in relations
between friends* Discussion of the contribution of friendship to self-understanding.
Friendship and the Moral Life is not simply a theoretical argument about how moral
theology might be done if it took friendship more seriously. Rather, the book exhibits
how without friendship, our lives are morally not worth living. The book begins with a
consideration of why a new model of the moral life is needed. Wadell then examines the
ethics of Aristotle, who viewed the moral life as based on a specific understanding of
the purpose of being human, with friendship being an important factor in enabling people
to acquire virtues necessary for achieving this purpose. Through the thought of
Augustine, Aelred of Reivaulx, and Karl Barth, the question is raised whether friendship
is at odds with Christian love or whether their relation depends on one's narrative
account of friendship. Thomas Aquinas' understanding of charity as friendship with God is
examined to clarify this relationship.
From the 100-part Penguin Great Ideas series comes a rumination on relationships,
courtesy of one of the most influential French Renaissance philosophers. Michel de
Montaigne was the originator of the modern essay form; in these diverse pieces he
expresses his views on friendship, contemplates the idea that man is no different from
any animal, argues that all cultures should be respected, and attempts, by an exploration
of himself, to understand the nature of humanity. Penguin Great Ideas: Throughout
history, some books have changed the world. They have transformed the way we see
ourselves—and each other. They have inspired debate, dissent, war, and revolution. They
have enlightened, outraged, provoked, and comforted. They have enriched lives—and
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destroyed them. Now Penguin Great Ideas brings you the works of the great thinkers,
pioneers, radicals, and visionaries whose ideas shook civilization and helped make us who
we are. Other titles in the series include Niccolò Machiavelli's The Prince, Thomas
Paine's Common Sense, and Charles Darwin's On Natural Selection.
Addresses the question of whether special preference for friends is morally justified.
What It Means to Be Human
The Challenge to Friendship in Modernity
A History
An Interpretation of the Lysis, with a New Translation
Hannah Arendt and the Politics of Friendship
This book is available as open access through the Bloomsbury Open Access programme and is available on
www.bloomsburycollections.com. For Hannah Arendt, friendship had political relevance and importance. The
essence of friendship, she believed, consisted in discourse, and it is only through discourse, she argued, that
the world is rendered humane. This book explores some of the key ideas in Hannah Arendt's work through a
study of four lifelong friendships -- with Heinrich Blücher, Martin Heidegger, Karl Jaspers and Mary
McCarthy. The book draws on correspondence from both sides, illuminating our understanding of the social
contexts within which Arendt's thinking developed and was clarified. It offers a cultural history of ideas:
shedding light on two core ideas in Arendt - of 'plurality' and 'promise', and on how those particular ideas
emerged through a particular set of relationships, at a significant moment in the history of the West. This
book offers an original and accessible 'way in' to Arendt's work for students and scholars of politics,
philosophy, intellectual history and literature.
Time brings together philosophical and literary works representing the many ways--metaphysical, scientific,
analytic, phenomenological, literary--in which philosophers and others have reflected on questions about time.
Presents the major issues in Aristotle's writings on Friendship.
Friendship has always been a universal category of human relationships and an influential motif in literature,
but it is rarely discussed as a theme in its own right. In her study of how friendship gives direction and shape
to new ideas and novel strategies of plot, character formation, and style in the British novel from the 1760s to
the 1830s, Katrin Berndt argues that friendship functions as a literary expression of philosophical values in a
genre that explores the psychology and the interactions of the individual in modern society. In the literary
historical period in which the novel became established as a modern genre, friend characters were
omnipresent, reflecting enlightenment philosophy’s definition of friendship as a bond that civilized public and
private interactions and was considered essential for the attainment of happiness. Berndt’s analyses of genredefining novels by Frances Brooke, Mary Shelley, Sarah Scott, Helen Maria Williams, Charlotte Lennox, Walter
Scott, Jane Austen, and Maria Edgeworth show that the significance of friendship and the increasing variety of
novelistic forms and topics represent an overlooked dynamic in the novel’s literary history. Contributing to our
understanding of the complex interplay of philosophical, socio-cultural and literary discourses that shaped
British fiction in the later Hanoverian decades, Berndt’s book demonstrates that novels have conceived the
modern individual not in opposition to, but in interaction with society, continuing Enlightenment debates
about how to share the lives and the experiences of others.
Friendship and the Moral Life
Spiritual Friendship
Aristotle's Theory and Modern Identity, Community, and Equality
The Cambridge Companion to Aristotle's Nicomachean Ethics
Nicomachean Ethics

"O, my friends, there is no friend." The most influential of contemporary philosophers explores the idea of friendship and its political
consequences, past and future. Until relatively recently, Jacques Derrida was seen by many as nothing more than the high priest of
Deconstruction, by turns stimulating and fascinating, yet always somewhat disengaged from the central political questions of our time. Or
so it seemed. Derrida’s “political turn,” marked especially by the appearance of Specters of Marx, has surprised some and delighted
others. In The Politics of Friendship Derrida renews and enriches this orientation through an examination of the political history of the idea
of friendship pursued down the ages. Derrida’s thoughts are haunted throughout the book by the strange and provocative address
attributed to Aristotle, “my friends, there is no friend” and its inversions by later philosophers such as Montaigne, Kant, Nietzsche,
Schmitt and Blanchot. The exploration allows Derrida to recall and restage the ways in which all the oppositional couples of Western
philosophy and political thought—friendship and enmity, private and public life—have become madly and dangerously unstable. At the
same time he dissects genealogy itself, the familiar and male-centered notion of fraternity and the virile virtue whose authority has gone
unquestioned in our culture of friendship and our models of democracy The future of the political, for Derrida, becomes the future of
friends, the invention of a radically new friendship, of a deeper and more inclusive democracy. This remarkable book, his most profoundly
important for many years, offers a challenging and inspiring vision of that future.
This enduringly profound treatise was first used by the students of Aristotle's famous Athenian school, the Lyceum; since then it has
exercised a lasting effect on Western philosophy and continues to resonate for modern readers. Aristotle identifies the goal of life as
happiness and discusses its attainment through the contemplation of philosophic truth. Inexpensive edition of a literary and philosophical
classic.
This is a guide to contemporary thought on ethical issues in all areas of human activity - personal, medical, sexual, social, political, judicial,
and international, from the natural world to the world of business.
In this new accessible philosophy of friendship, Mark Vernon links the resources of the philosophical tradition with numerous illustrations
from modern culture to ask what friendship is, how it relates to sex, work, politics and spirituality. Unusually, he argues that Plato and
Nietzsche, as much as Aristotle and Aelred, should be put centre stage. Their penetrating and occasionally tough insights are invaluable if
friendship is to be a full, not merely sentimental, way of life for today.
Philosophers on Friendship
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A Companion to Hobbes
Friendship
Historical, Legal and Literary Perspectives
The Four Friendships
Provides a systematic guide to Aristotle's Nicomachean Ethics, a key text of ancient
philosophy, and Western philosophy in general.
A central bond, a cherished value, a unique relationship, a profound human need, a type
of love. What is the nature of friendship, and what is its significance in our lives? How
has friendship changed since the ancient Greeks began to analyze it, and how has modern
technology altered its very definition? In this fascinating exploration of friendship
through the ages, one of the most thought-provoking philosophers of our time tracks
historical ideas of friendship, gathers a diversity of friendship stories from the annals
of myth and literature, and provides unexpected insights into our friends, ourselves, and
the role of friendships in an ethical life. A. C. Grayling roves the rich traditions of
friendship in literature, culture, art, and philosophy, bringing into his discussion
familiar pairs as well as unfamiliar-Achilles and Patroclus, David and Jonathan,
Coleridge and Wordsworth, Huck Finn and Jim. Grayling lays out major philosophical
interpretations of friendship, then offers his own take, drawing on personal experiences
and an acute awareness of vast cultural shifts that have occurred. With penetrating
insight he addresses internet-based friendship, contemporary mixed gender friendships,
how friendships may supersede family relationships, one's duty within friendship, the
idea of friendship to humanity, and many other topics of universal interest. "
This book explores the question of justification of law. It examines some perennial
jurisprudential debates and suggests that law must find its justification in morality.
Drawing upon the Aristotelian inspiration that friends have no need for justice - in
(ideal) friendship, we behave justly - Seow Hon Tan develops a theory of law based on the
universal phenomenon of friendship. Friendships and legal relations attract rights and
obligations by virtue of the manner in which parties are situated. Friendship teaches us
that how parties are situated gives rise to legitimate expectations; it attests to the
intrinsic worth of each person. The methodology for deciphering norms within, and moral
lessons from, friendship can be transposed to law, resulting in an inter-subjectively
agreeable and rich conception of justice. In determining the content of legal rights and
obligations, we can and should draw upon such determination in friendship. Justice as
Friendship aims to provide a vision for law’s development and invites the practitioner to
advance its central claims in their area of expertise. In dealing with selected legal
doctrines, the book draws upon illustrative cases from the United States, the United
Kingdom, and the Commonwealth. The book traverses the fields of jurisprudence,
philosophy, ethics, political theory, contract law, and tort law.
The essays in this book offer an in-depth exploration of value theory. Portions examine
the theoretical foundations of values and valuation exploring the rational groundwork for
judgments. Other aspects, appealing to value distinctions of inherent, intrinsic, and
instrumental, bring to light matters of aesthetic, social political, ethical, and
ontological issues.
First, Second, and Other Selves
The Philosophy of Friendship
The Norton Book of Friendship
Aristotle on Personal and Political Friendship
Essays on Friendship and Personal Identity
This book offers a comprehensive account of the major philosophical works on friendship and its
relationship to self-love. The book gives central place to Aristotle's searching examination of
friendship in the Nicomachean Ethics. Lorraine Pangle argues that the difficulties surrounding
this discussion are soon dispelled once one understands the purpose of the Ethics as both a
source of practical guidance for life and a profound, theoretical investigation into human
nature. The book also provides fresh interpretations of works on friendship by Plato, Cicero,
Epicurus, Seneca, Montaigne and Bacon. The author shows how each of these thinkers sheds light
on central questions of moral philosophy: is human sociability rooted in neediness or strength?
is the best life chiefly solitary, or dedicated to a community with others? Clearly structured
and engagingly written, this book will appeal to a broad swathe of readers across philosophy,
classics and political science.
Aristotle's Philosophy of Friendship
The Four Loves
Plato's Dialogue on Friendship
Justice as Friendship
Excursions in Value Inquiry
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