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Although democratic governments have introduced a number of
institutional reforms in part intended to increase citizens’ political
involvement, studies show a continued decline in regular political
engagement. This book examines different forms of political
participation in democracies, and in what way the delegation of public
responsibilities—or, the diffusion of politics—has affected patterns of
participation since the 1980s. The book addresses this paradox by
directly investigating the impact of institutional changes on citizens’
political participation empirically. It re-analyses patterns of political
participation in contemporary democracies, providing an in-depth
time series cross-sectional analysis that helps develop a better
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understanding of how variation in political participation can be
explained, both between countries and over time. As such, it develops
an institutional theoretical framework which can help to explain levels
of participation and shows that, instead of displaying more political
apathy, citizens have reallocated or displaced their activities to a
broader array of forms of participation. This book will be of key
interest to students and scholars of comparative politics,
democratization, political participation and electoral politics.
How do democracies form and what makes them die? Daniel Ziblatt
revisits this timely and classic question in a wide-ranging historical
narrative that traces the evolution of modern political democracy in
Europe from its modest beginnings in 1830s Britain to Adolf Hitler's
1933 seizure of power in Weimar Germany. Based on rich historical
and quantitative evidence, the book offers a major reinterpretation of
European history and the question of how stable political democracy
is achieved. The barriers to inclusive political rule, Ziblatt finds, were
not inevitably overcome by unstoppable tides of socioeconomic
change, a simple triumph of a growing middle class, or even by
working class collective action. Instead, political democracy's fate
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surprisingly hinged on how conservative political parties – the
historical defenders of power, wealth, and privilege – recast
themselves and coped with the rise of their own radical right. With
striking modern parallels, the book has vital implications for today's
new and old democracies under siege.
The Presidentialization of Politics shows that the politics of
democratic societies is moving towards a presidentialized working
mode, even in the absence of formal institutional changes. These
developments can be explained by a combination of long-term
structural changes in modern politics and societies' contingent factors
which fluctuate over time. While these contingent, short-term factors
relate to the personalities of office holders, the overall political
agenda, and the majority situation in parliament, there are several
structural factors which are relatively uniform across modern nations.
First, the internationalization of modern politics (which is particularly
pronounced within the European Union) has led to an 'executive bias'
of the political process which has strengthened the role of political
top elites vis-à-vis their parliamentary groups and/or their parties.
Their predominance has been amplified further by the vastly
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expanded steering capacities of state machineries which have
severely reduced the scope of effective parliamentary control. At the
same time, the declining stability of political alignments has
increased the proportion of citizens whose voting decisions are not
constrained by long-standing party loyalties. In conjunction with the
mediatization of politics, this has increased the capacity of political
leaders to by-pass their party machines and to appeal directly to
voters. As a result, three interrelated processes have led to a political
process increasingly moulded by the inherent logic of presidentialism:
increasing leadership power and autonomy within the political
executive; increasing leadership power and autonomy within political
parties; and increasingly leadership-centred electoral processes. The
book presents evidence for this process of presidentialization for 14
modern democracies (including the US and Canada). While there are
substantial cross-national differences, the overall thesis holds:
modern democracies are increasingly following a presidential logic of
governance through which leadership is becoming more central and
more powerful, but also increasingly dependent on successful
immediate appeal to the mass public. Implications for democratic
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theory are considered.
The Global Democratic Revolution in the Twenty-first Century
The Participation Gap
Institutionalization, Decay, and Collapse
Political Order in Changing Societies
How Political Institutions Work
Representation, Participation, and Power
Electoral Systems and Conflict in Divided Societies
Political party organizations play large roles in democracies, yet
their organizations differ widely, and their statutes change much
more frequently than constitutions or electoral laws. How do these
differences, and these frequent changes, affect the operation of
democracy? This book seeks to answer these questions by
presenting a comprehensive overview of the state of party
organization in nineteen contemporary democracies. Using a unique
new data collection, the book's chapters test propositions about the
reasons for variation and similarities across party organizations.
They find more evidence of within-country similarity than of crossnational patterns based on party ideology. After exploring parties'
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organizational
differences,
the remaining
chapters investigate the
impact of these differences. The volume considers a wide range of
theories about how party organization may affect political life,
including the impact of party rules on the selection of female
candidates, the links between party decision processes and the
stability of party programmes, the connection between party
finance sources and public trust in political parties, and whether
the strength of parties' extra-parliamentary organization affects the
behaviour of their elected legislators. Collectively these chapters
help to advance comparative studies of elections and
representation by inserting party institutions and party agency
more firmly into the centre of such studies. Comparative Politics is
a series for researchers, teachers, and students of political science
that deals with contemporary government and politics. Global in
scope, books in the series are characterised by a stress on
comparative analysis and strong methodological rigour. The series
is published in association with the European Consortium for
Political Research. For more information visit: www.ecprnet.eu. The
series is edited by Emilie van Haute, Professor of Political Science,
Université libre de Bruxelles; Ferdinand Müller-Rommel, Director of
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Susan Scarrow, Chair of the Department of Political Science,
University of Houston.
Democratization and Research Methods summarizes what
researchers know about why countries become and remain
democracies, and why they often do not. It also evaluates the
various methods social scientists use to answer such questions.
Michael Coppedge draws lessons that can be applied to any political
phenomenon that is studied comparatively.
Political scientists have long classified systems of government as
parliamentary or presidential, two-party or multiparty, and so on.
But such distinctions often fail to provide useful insights. For
example, how are we to compare the United States, a presidential
bicameral regime with two weak parties, to Denmark, a
parliamentary unicameral regime with many strong parties? Veto
Players advances an important, new understanding of how
governments are structured. The real distinctions between political
systems, contends George Tsebelis, are to be found in the extent to
which they afford political actors veto power over policy choices.
Drawing richly on game theory, he develops a scheme by which
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the number of "veto players," or an increase in their ideological
distance from each other, increases policy stability, impeding
significant departures from the status quo. Policy stability affects a
series of other key characteristics of polities, argues the author. For
example, it leads to high judicial and bureaucratic independence, as
well as high government instability (in parliamentary systems). The
propositions derived from the theoretical framework Tsebelis
develops in the first part of the book are tested in the second part
with various data sets from advanced industrialized countries, as
well as analysis of legislation in the European Union. Representing
the first consistent and consequential theory of comparative
politics, Veto Players will be welcomed by students and scholars as
a defining text of the discipline. From the preface to the Italian
edition: ? "Tsebelis has produced what is today the most original
theory for the understanding of the dynamics of contemporary
regimes. . . . This book promises to remain a lasting contribution to
political analysis."--Gianfranco Pasquino, Professor of Political
Science, University of Bologna
The state of Israel was established in 1948 as a Jewish democracy
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expert on the construction of social and moral problems, Nachman
Ben-Yehuda examines more than 50 years of media-reported
unconventional and deviant behaviour by the Haredi community.
The Democracy Sourcebook
Patterns of Change
Background from Arend Lijphart
Democracy in Plural Societies
Representation and Accountability
Majoritarian Modification and Democratic Anomie in the United
Kingdom
Democracy Transformed?

This is the most ambitious and comprehensive account of the
institutions of democratic delegation in West European parliamentary
democracies. An international team of contributors provides
unprecedented cross-national investigations of West European
political institutions from 1945 until the present day.
There is widespread concern that the Internet is exacerbating
inequalities between the information rich and poor.
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The study of electoral realignments is one of the most influential and
intellectually stimulating enterprises undertaken by American political
scientists. Realignment theory has been seen as a science able to
predict changes, and generations of students, journalists, pundits, and
political scientists have been trained to be on the lookout for “signs”
of new electoral realignments. Now a major political scientist argues
that the essential claims of realignment theory are wrong—that
American elections, parties, and policymaking are not (and never
were) reconfigured according to the realignment calendar. David
Mayhew examines fifteen key empirical claims of realignment theory
in detail and shows us why each in turn does not hold up under
scrutiny. It is time, he insists, to open the field to new ideas. We
might, for example, adopt a more nominalistic, skeptical way of
thinking about American elections that highlights contingency, shortterm election strategies, and valence issues. Or we might examine
such broad topics as bellicosity in early American history, or racial
questions in much of our electoral history. But we must move on from
an old orthodoxy and failed model of illumination.
One theme that has emerged from the recent literature on political
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economy concerns the transition to democracy: why would dominant
elites give up oligarchic power? This book addresses the fundamental
question of democratic stability and the collapse of tyranny by
considering a formal model of democracy and tyranny. The formal
model is used to study elections in developed polities such as the
United States, the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, Canada, and
Israel, as well as complex developing polities such as Turkey. The key
idea is that activist groups may offer resources to political candidates
if they in turn adjust their polities in favor of the interest group. In
polities that use a "first past the post" electoral system, such as the
US, the bargaining between interest groups and candidates creates a
tendency for activist groups to coalesce; in polities such as Israel and
the Netherlands, where the electoral system is very proportional, there
may be little tendency for activist coalescence. A further feature of the
model is that candidates, or political leaders, like Barack Obama, with
high intrinsic charisma, or valence, will be attracted to the electoral
center, while less charismatic leaders will move to the electoral
periphery. This aspect of the model is used to compare the position
taking and exercise of power of authoritarian leaders in Portugal,
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Argentina and the Soviet Union. The final chapter of the book suggests
that the chaos that may be induced by climate change and rapid
population growth can only be addressed by concerted action directed
by a charismatic leader of the Atlantic democracies.
The Presidentialization of Politics
Introduction to Patterns of Democracy
American Democracy Among a Unique Electorate
Political Parties and Democratic Linkage
Income Inequality in Capitalist Democracies
Theocratic Democracy
Federative Republic of Brazil - A Consensualist Democracy or not?
This paper is one of a series being prepared for the National Research Council's Committee on
International Conflict Resolution. The committee was organized in late 1995 to respond to a
growing need for prevention, management, and resolution of violent conflict in the international
arena, a concern about the changing nature and context of such conflict in the post-Cold War era,
and a recent expansion of knowledge in the field. The committee's main goal is to advance the
practice of conflict resolution by using the methods and critical attitude of science to examine the
effectiveness of various techniques and concepts that have been advanced for preventing,
managing, and resolving international conflicts. The committee's research agenda has been
designed to supplement the work of other groups, particularly the Carnegie Corporation of New
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York's Commission
on Preventing
Deadly
Conflict,
which issued its final report in December
1997. The committee has identified a number of specific techniques and concepts of current
interest to policy practitioners and has asked leading specialists on each one to carefully review
and analyze available knowledge and to summarize what is known about the conditions under
which each is or is not effective. These papers present the results of their work.
A systematic assessment of the strengths and weaknesses of various forms of presidential systems,
draws on recent developments in the theoretical literature about institutional design and electoral
rules.
Examining 36 democracies from 1945 to 2010, this text arrives at conclusions about what type of
democracy works best. It demonstrates that consensual systems stimulate economic growth,
control inflation and unemployment, and limit budget deficits.
In the United States and Britain, capitalists organized in opposition to clientelism and demanded
programmatic parties and institutional reforms.
Party Systems in Latin America
Democratic Design and the Separation of Powers
Beyond Presidentialism and Parliamentarism
Unarmed Insurrections
People Power Movements in Nondemocracies
Presidents and Assemblies
Conversations with Tocqueville

How institutional engineering affects the life of democracies
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In the last two decades of the twentieth century, a wave of "people
power" movements erupted throughout the nondemocratic world. In
South Africa, the Philippines, Nepal, Thailand, Burma (Myanmar),
China, and elsewhere, mass protest demonstrations, strikes, boycotts,
civil disobedience, and other nonviolent actions were brought to bear
on a rigid political status quo. Kurt Schock compares the successes of
the antiapartheid movement in South Africa, the people power
movement in the Philippines, the pro-democracy movement in Nepal,
and the antimilitary movement in Thailand with the failures of the prodemocracy movement in China and the anti-regime challenge in
Burma. Schock develops a synthetic framework that allows him to
identify which characteristics increase the resilience of a challenge to
state repression, and which aspects of a state's relations can he
exploited by such a challenge. By looking at how these methods of
protest promoted regime change in some countries but not in others,
this book provides rare insight into the often overlooked and little
understood power of nonviolent action.
The effectiveness and capacity of survival of democratic regimes has
been recently and widely questioned in the public and political debate.
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Both democratic institutions and political actors are increasingly
confronted with rapid economic and societal transformations that, at
least according to some observers and commentators, they not seem
to be ready or equipped to manage effectively. This book evaluates
and challenges recent scholarly literature on the quality of
democracy. It provides a critical assessment of the current state of the
studies on the subject, identifying the key questions and discussing
open issues, alternative approaches, problems and future
developments. Bringing together some of the most prominent and
distinguished scholars who have developed and discussed the topic of
the quality of democracy during the last decade, it deals with a highly
relevant topic in political science and extremely sensitive subject for
our democratic societies. This text will be of key interest to scholars of
democracy and democratization and more broadly to comparative
politics, electoral studies, political theory, power and comparative
political institutions.
The Democracy Sourcebook offers a collection of classic writings and
contemporary scholarship on democracy, creating a book that can be
used by undergraduate and graduate students in a wide variety of
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courses, including American politics, international relations,
comparative politics, and political philosophy. The editors have chosen
substantial excerpts from the essential theorists of the past, including
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, John Stuart Mill, Alexis de Tocqueville, and
the authors of The Federalist Papers; they place them side by side
with the work of such influential modern scholars as Joseph
Schumpeter, Adam Przeworski, Seymour Martin Lipset, Samuel P.
Huntington, Ronald Dworkin, and Amartya Sen. The book is divided
into nine self-contained chapters: "Defining Democracy," which
discusses procedural, deliberative, and substantive democracy;
"Sources of Democracy," on why democracy exists in some countries
and not in others; "Democracy, Culture, and Society," about cultural
and sociological preconditions for democracy; "Democracy and
Constitutionalism," which focuses on the importance of independent
courts and a bill of rights; "Presidentialism versus
Parliamentarianism"; "Representation," discussing which is the fairest
system of democratic accountability; "Interest Groups"; "Democracy's
Effects," an examination of the effect of democracy on economic
growth and social inequality; and finally, "Democracy and the Global
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Order" discusses the effects of democracy on international relations,
including the propensity for war and the erosion of national
sovereignty by transnational forces.
Power Sharing and Majority Rule in Theory and Practice
Democracy and Institutions
Bürger und Demokratie in Ost und West
Clientelism, Capitalism, and Democracy
A Critique of an American Genre
Democratization and Research Methods
Thinking about Democracy
Arend Lijphart is one of the world's leading and most influential political scientists
whose work has had a profound impact on the study of democracy and comparative
politics. Thinking about Democracy draws on a lifetime's experience of research and
publication in this area and collects together for the first time his most significant
and influential work. The book also contains an entirely new introduction and
conclusion where Professor Lijphart assesses the development of his thought and
the practical impact it has had on emerging democracies. This volume will be of
enormous interest to all students and scholars of democracy and comparative
politics, and politics and international relations in general.
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This book elaborates
a theory of Press
'semi-parliamentary
government', an often
neglected form of government that instantiates the principle of the separation of
powers, by demonstrating how it reconciles important benefits of both presidential
and parliamentary systems.
"Examines patterns of income inequality among 16 advanced democracies from the
mid 1970s to the early 2000s and explains why some societies have a large and
growing divide between the rich and the poor while others, facing similar global
economic pressures, maintain more egalitarian income distributions"--Provided by
publisher.
A common-sense, theory, and evidence-based defense of parliamentarism. The most
successful "-ism" in history has far too few advocates. Tiago Ribeiro dos Santos
argues that the best solution for much of what ails societies is a centuries-old
system of government. "...excellent, thorough, and highly persuasive..." Arend
Lijphart - University of California San Diego - author of Patterns of Democracy:
Government Forms & Performance in Thirty-six Countries "Democracies are not all
created equal. Some constitutions perform better than others. In this book, Tiago
Ribeiro dos Santos does an excellent job summarizing the existing empirical
literature and making a case that parliamentary democracies outperform their
competitors. This book is a valuable resource for anyone interested in constitutional
design, political theory, or improving the efficacy of government." Jason Brennan Page 18/28
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Why 2012
Not Capitalism? "All major aspects of the
debate about optimal government structure are tackled in this book by Tiago
Santos. It has data, theory, literature review and some nice tirades. He convinced
me. At a minimum, it will shake your convictions" Carlos Eduardo Gonçalves - Canal
Por Quê? - author of Economia na palma da mão: Do economês para o português
Why Not Parliamentarism?
The Interplay of Values and Institutions
How Parties Organize Democracy
Organizing Political Parties
The Life Work of Arend Lijphart
Democratic Drift
The Social Construction of Religious and Secular Extremism

"Utah Politics and Government covers Utah's religious heritage and territorial history, its
central political institutions, and its political culture, while situating Utah within the
broader American political setting"-While it may be difficult to achieve and maintain stable democratic governments in
countries with deep religious, ideological, linguistic, cultural, or ethnic cleavages, Lijphart
argues that it is not at all impossible. Through the analysis of political systems in six
continents, he demonstrates that what he calls consociational democracy can be successful
Page 19/28

Bookmark File PDF Patterns Of Democracy Government Forms And
Performance In Thirty Six Countries 2nd Second Edition By Lijphart Arend
Published By Yale University Press 2012
in severely divided or plural societies. "Here, once again, Arend Lijphart is directing our
attention to matters which will surely engage much of the attention of students of
comparative politics in the next decade." G. Bingham Powell, Jr., American Political
Science Review "A study which can speak to such a wide audience in political science
deserves a warm welcome from the profession." Government and Opposition "A
copybook example of the comparative method of political analysis, as well as
indispensable reading for all who have an interest in the nature and prospects of
representative democracy, whether in Europe or beyond."--The Times Higher Education
Supplement "This well-written work, containing a wealth of information on politics of
many diverse nations, is highly recommended."--Library Journal
Principles of Comparative Politics offers the most comprehensive and up-to-date
introduction to comparative inquiry, research, and scholarship. In this thoroughly revised
Third Edition, students now have an even better guide to cross-national comparison and
why it matters. The new edition retains a focus on the enduring questions with which
scholars grapple, the issues about which consensus has started to emerge, and the tools
comparativists use to get at the complex problems in the field. Among other things, the
updates to this edition include a thoroughly-revised chapter on dictatorships that
incorporates a discussion of the two fundamental problems of authoritarian rule:
authoritarian power-sharing and authoritarian control; a revised chapter on culture and
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democracy that includes a more extensive examination of cultural modernization theory
and a new overview of survey methods for addressing sensitive topics; a new section on
issues related to electoral integrity; an expanded assessment of different forms of
representation; and a new intuitive take on statistical analyses that provides a clearer
explanation of how to interpret regression results. Examples from the gender and politics
literature have been incorporated into various chapters, the Problems sections at the end
of each chapter have been expanded, a! nd the empirical examples and data on various
types of institutions have been updated. Online videos and tutorials are available to
address some of the more methodological components discussed in the book. The authors
have thoughtfully streamlined chapters to better focus attention on key topics.
Four laws of party seats and votes are constructed by logic and tested, using physics-like
approaches which are rare in social sciences.
Utah Politics and Government
Expanding Political Opportunities in Advanced Industrial Democracies
Democracy
Constitutional Design and Electoral Dynamics
Its Principles and Achievement
Social Status and Political Inequality
A Comparative Exploration
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Studienarbeit By
aus dem
2009 im Fachbereich
Politik - Internationale Politik - Region: Mittelund Sudamerika, Note: 1,3, Universitat Konstanz (Fachbereich Politik undVerwaltungswissenschhaft), Veranstaltung: Politische Systeme und offentliche Politik in
Lateinamerika im Vergleich, Sprache: Deutsch, Abstract: I would like in this Hausarbeit to
demonstrate, with a background from Arend Lijpharts arguments, stated in the book Patterns of
Democracy. Government Forms and Performance in Thirty-Six Countries," if Brazil it is or not a
consensualist democracy. Arend Lijphart considers that each system of government can receive one
of the next attributes: majoritarian or consensualist. He gives ten opposite criteria, on two
dimensions, on which can extend the two types of democracy (majoriatrian and consensualist). I
intend to make a logical digest, searching each of this criterion on Brazils case. At the end, after
considering all ten criteria, I will be able to say if Federative Republic of Brazil its a consensualist
democracy or not."
Between 1974 and 1990 more than thirty countries in southern Europe, Latin America, East Asia,
and Eastern Europe shifted from authoritarian to democratic systems of government. This global
democratic revolution is probably the most important political trend in the late twentieth century. In
The Third Wave, Samuel P. Huntington analyzes the causes and nature of these democratic
transitions, evaluates the prospects for stability of the new democracies, and explores the possibility
of more countries becoming democratic. The recent transitions, he argues, are the third major wave
of democratization in the modem world. Each of the two previous waves was followed by a reverse
wave in which some countries shifted back to authoritarian government. Using concrete examples,
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Huntington
third wave, but an explanation of why and how it occurred. Factors responsible for the democratic
trend include the legitimacy dilemmas of authoritarian regimes; economic and social development;
the changed role of the Catholic Church; the impact of the United States, the European
Community, and the Soviet Union; and the "snowballing" phenomenon: change in one country
stimulating change in others. Five key elite groups within and outside the nondemocratic regime
played roles in shaping the various ways democratization occurred. Compromise was key to all
democratizations, and elections and nonviolent tactics also were central. New democracies must deal
with the "torturer problem" and the "praetorian problem" and attempt to develop democratic values
and processes. Disillusionment with democracy, Huntington argues, is necessary to consolidating
democracy. He concludes the book with an analysis of the political, economic, and cultural factors
that will decide whether or not the third wave continues. Several "Guidelines for Democratizers"
offer specific, practical suggestions for initiating and carrying out reform. Huntington's emphasis on
practical application makes this book a valuable tool for anyone engaged in the democratization
process. At this volatile time in history, Huntington's assessment of the processes of democratization
is indispensable to understanding the future of democracy in the world.
Based on contributions from leading scholars, this study generates a wealth of new empirical
information about Latin American party systems. It also contributes richly to major theoretical and
comparative debates about the effects of party systems on democratic politics, and about why some
party systems are much more stable and predictable than others. Party Systems in Latin America
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builds on, challenges,
and
updates Mainwaring
and Timothy Scully's seminal Building Democratic
Institutions: Party Systems in Latin America (1995), which re-oriented the study of democratic party
systems in the developing world. It is essential reading for scholars and students of comparative party
systems, democracy, and Latin American politics. It shows that a stable and predictable party system
facilitates important democratic processes and outcomes, but that building and maintaining such a
party system has been the exception rather than the norm in contemporary Latin America.
Political Parties and Democratic Linkage examines how political parties ensure the functioning of the
democratic process in contemporary societies. Based on unprecedented cross-national data, the
authors find that the process of party government is still alive and well in most contemporary
democracies.
Electoral Realignments
The Third Wave
A Comparative Study of Modern Democracies
Challenges of Democracy in the 21st Century
Votes from Seats
Patterns of Democracy
Conservative Parties and the Birth of Democracy
This now-classic examination of the development of viable political
institutions in emerging nations is a major and enduring contribution
to modern political analysis. In a new Foreword, Francis Fukuyama
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assesses Huntington's
achievement,
examining the context of the book's
original publication as well as its lasting importance."This
pioneering volume, examining as it does the relation between
development and stability, is an interesting and exciting addition to
the literature."-American Political Science Review"'Must' reading for
all those interested in comparative politics or in the study of
development."-Dankwart A. Rustow, Journal of International Affairs
Dieser Band versammelt Beiträge internationaler Autoren über die
etablierten westlichen Demokratien und die neuen Demokratien Mittelund Osteuropas. Im Vordergrund steht das Verhältnis zwischen den
Bürgern und ihrer politischen Ordnung. Behandelt werden die politische
Kultur und politische Werte, Wahlen und politischer Prozess,
politische Partizipation und Interessenartikulation, politische
Parteien und Politiken sowie politische Repräsentation und politische
Leistungsfähigkeit demokratischer Systeme. Diese Festschrift zum 65.
Geburtstag von Hans-Dieter Klingemann greift Fragestellungen und
Themen auf, die zu den zentralen Forschungsfeldern und
Interessengebieten des Jubilars gehören.
This book examines the evolution of democracy in the UK since the
election of New Labour in 1997. Flinders also explores the trajectory
of democracy from 1945 onwards and examines the degree to which recent
developments in the UK fit within global democratic trends.
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Veto Players
Principles of Comparative Politics
Civic Engagement, Information Poverty, and the Internet Worldwide
Concepts, Methods, Causality and the Quality of Democracy
Studien zur politischen Kultur und zum politischen Prozess.
Festschrift für Hans-Dieter Klingemann
Democratization in the Late 20th Century
An international team of distinguished scholars assembles evidence of how democratic institutions and
processes are changing, and considers the larger implications of these reforms for the very nature of
democracy.
In this book, the collected writers argue that Tocquevillian analytics can be used to understand
developments in non-Western as well as Western societies and can be updated to address such issues as
globalization, ethnicity, and New WorldDOld World and EastDWest dynamics. This cross-disciplinary
book brings together fourteen authors from three continents whose reflections on the prospects for
democracy invite us to reconsider the virtues and limitations of democratic institutions and principles
across the world.
Elections and Democracy addresses the contrast between two different views on representative
democracy. According to the first view elections are a mechanism to hold government accountable. In the
second view elections are primarily a means to ensure that citizens' views and interests are properly
represented in the democratic process. The majoritarian and consensus models of democracy are the
embodiment in institutional structures of these two different views of democracy. In the majoritarian
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of power in the hands of an elected majority government makes it accountable to the people. In
consensus models of democracy, or proportional systems, the major function of elections is to elect the
members of parliament who together should be as representative as possible of the electorate as a whole.
The criterion for the democratic quality of the system is how representative parliament really is. The
book explores how far these different views and their embodiment in institutional structures influence
vote choice, political participation and satisfaction with the functioning of democracy. The volume is
based on data from the Comparative Study of Electoral Systems (CSES), a comparative study across 36
countries. The general conclusion of the book is that formal political institutions are less relevant for
people's attitudes and behavior than often presumed. Rather than formal political institutions like the
electoral system it seems to be characteristics of the party system like polarization and the clarity of
responsibility that really matter. The Comparative Study of Electoral Systems (CSES) is a collaborative
program of research among election study teams from around the world. Participating countries include a
common module of survey questions in their post-election studies. The resulting data are deposited along
with voting, demographic, district, and macro variables. The studies are then merged into a single, free,
public dataset for use in comparative study and cross-level analysis. The set of volumes in this series is
based on these CSES modules, and the volumes address the key theoretical issues and empirical debates
in the study of elections and representative democracy. Some of the volumes will be organized around the
theoretical issues raised by a particular module, while others will be thematic in their focus. Taken
together, these volumes will provide a rigorous and ongoing contribution to understanding the expansion
and consolidation of democracy in the twenty-first century. Series editors: Hans-Dieter Klingemann and
Ian McAllister
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democracies are participating in civil society activity, contacting government officials, protesting, and
using online activism and other creative forms of participation. At the same time, the importance of
social status as an influence on political activity is increasing. The democratic principle of the equality of
voice is eroding. The politically rich are getting richer-and the politically needy have less voice. This
book assembles an unprecedented set of international public opinion surveys to identify the individual,
institutional, and political factors that produce these trends. New forms of activity place greater demands
on participants, raising the importance of social status skills and resources. Civil society activity further
widens the participation gap. New norms of citizenship shift how people participate. And generational
change and new online forms of activism accentuate this process. Effective and representative
government requires a participatory citizenry and equal voice, and participation trends are undermining
these outcomes. The Participation Gap both documents the growing participation gap in contemporary
democracies and suggests ways that we can better achieve their theoretical ideal of a participatory
citizenry and equal voice.
Political Participation, Diffused Governance, and the Transformation of Democracy
The Political Economy of Democracy and Tyranny
Digital Divide
Delegation and Accountability in Parliamentary Democracies
Elections and Democracy
Government Forms and Performance in Thirty-six Countries
Logical Models of Electoral Systems
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