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Political Thinkers From
Socrates To The Present
It was Nietzsche who first identified the
similarities between the radical sophistry of
antiquity and the contemporary relativism that
has come to characterize modern thought. The
anti-foundationalism of contemporary thought
can be said to have been born with the Sophists,
and, of all the Sophists who have come down to
us, Protagoras is the most famous and
challenging of them. Robert Bartlett s masterful
book is the first to examine Plato s Protagoras
and Theaetetus together to uncover what lies at
the heart of Protagoras teaching, both its moral
and political components and its theoretical and
epistemological groundings. His superb exegesis
of these two dialogues allows one to see more
clearly the power of radical relativism: its
strengths and its deficiencies. Bartlett notes that
political philosophy has been supplanted in the
modern era either by the study of the history of
political philosophy or by relativism. Although
"Understanding Political Philosophy and
Sophistry" can certainly be taken as an example
of the former, it is much more than that. It seeks
to uncover what Socrates, in responding to that
teaching, begins to reveal of his own
understanding and characteristic activity. It
helps us begin to understand, in other words, the
phenomenon of philosophy, not just as a system
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of thought, but as Socrates lived it."
A History of Western Political Thought is an
energetic and lucid account of the most
important political thinkers and the enduring
themes of the last two and a half millennia.
Written with students of the history of political
thought in mind, the book: * traces the
development of political thought from Ancient
Greece to the late twentieth century * focuses on
individual thinkers and texts * includes 40
biographies of key political thinkers * offers
original views of theorists and highlights those
which may have been unjustly neglected *
develops the wider themes of political thought
and the relations between thinkers over time.
An introduction to the history of Western
political thought written by scholars from four
continents. This collection provides an overview
of the canon of great theorists from Socrates and
the Sophists to contemporary thinkers such as
Habermas and Foucault.
Fifty Major Political Thinkers introduces the lives
and ideas of some of the most influential figures
in Western political thought, from ancient Greece
to the present day. The entries provide a
fascinating introduction to the major figures and
schools of thought that have shaped
contemporary politics, including: Aristotle
Simone de Beauvoir Michel Foucault Mohandas
Gandhi Jurgen Habermas Machiavelli Karl Marx
Thomas Paine Jean-Jacques Rousseau Mary
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Wollstonecraft. Fully cross-referenced and
including a glossary of theoretical terms, this
wide-ranging and accessible book is essential
reading for anyone with an interest in the
evolution and history of contemporary political
thought.
Understanding the Political Philosophers
Political Philosophy from Plato to Rawls, Third
Edition
What Would Socrates Do?
An Interpretation of Plato's Phaedo
The Moral Foundations of Socratic Political
Philosophy
Political Thinkers
The oeuvre of the Greek historian Xenophon, whose works stand
with those of Plato as essential accounts of the teachings of
Socrates, has seen a new surge of attention after decades in the
shadows. And no one has done more in recent years to spearhead
the revival than Thomas L. Pangle. Here, Pangle provides a sequel
to his study of Xenophon’s longest account of Socrates, the
Memorabilia, expanding the scope of inquiry through an incisive
treatment of Xenophon’s shorter Socratic dialogues, the Economist,
the Symposium, and the Apology of Socrates to the Jury. What
Pangle reveals is that these three depictions of Socrates complement
and, in fact, serve to complete the Memorabilia in meaningful ways.
Unlike the Socrates of Plato, Xenophon’s Socrates is more
complicated and human, an individual working out the problem of
what it means to live well and virtuously. While the Memorabilia
defends Socrates by stressing his likeness to conventionally
respectable gentlemen, Xenophon’s remaining Socratic texts offer a
more nuanced characterization by highlighting how Socrates also
diverges from conventions of gentlemanliness in his virtues,
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behaviors, and peculiar views of quotidian life and governmental
rule. One question threads through the three writings: Which way of
life best promotes human existence, politics, and economics—that of
the Socratic political philosopher with his philosophic virtues or
that of the gentleman with his familial, civic, and moral virtues? In
uncovering the nuances of Xenophon’s approach to the issue in the
Economist, Symposium, and Apology, Pangle’s book cements the
significance of these writings for the field and their value for
shaping a fuller conception of just who Socrates was and what he
taught.
The Statesman is Plato's neglected political work, but it is crucial
for an understanding of the development of his political thinking. In
its presentation of the statesman's expertise, The Statesman
modifies, as well as defending in original ways, this central theme
of the Republic. This new translation makes the dialogue accessible
to students of political thought and the introduction outlines the
philosophical and historical background necessary for a political
theory readership.
This volume provides an unequaled introduction to the thought of
chief contributors to the Western tradition of political philosophy
from classical Greek antiquity to the twentieth century. Written by
specialists on the various philosophers, this third edition has been
expanded significantly to include both new and revised essays.
Political ThinkersFrom Socrates to the PresentOxford University
Press
From Socrates to the Present
Social Justice
Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle in Social Context
The Wives of Western Philosophy
From Ancient to Modern Times
Minerva's Owl

The relation between virtue and
knowledge is at the heart of the Socratic
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view of human excellence, but it also
points to a central puzzle of the Platonic
dialogues: Can Socrates be serious in his
claims that human excellence is
constituted by one virtue, that vice is
merely the result of ignorance, and that
the correct response to crime is
therefore not punishment but education?
Or are these assertions mere rhetorical
ploys by a notoriously complex thinker?
Lorraine Smith Pangle traces the
argument for the primacy of virtue and
the power of knowledge throughout the
five dialogues that feature them most
prominently—the Apology, Gorgias,
Protagoras, Meno, and Laws—and reveals
the truth at the core of these seemingly
strange claims. She argues that Socrates
was more aware of the complex causes of
human action and of the power of
irrational passions than a cursory
reading might suggest. Pangle’s
perceptive analyses reveal that many of
Socrates’s teachings in fact explore the
factors that make it difficult for humans
to be the rational creatures that he at
first seems to claim. Also critical to
Pangle’s reading is her emphasis on the
political dimensions of the dialogues.
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Underlying many of the paradoxes, she
shows, is a distinction between
philosophic and civic virtue that is
critical to understanding them.
Ultimately, Pangle offers a radically
unconventional way of reading Socrates’s
views of human excellence: Virtue is not
knowledge in any ordinary sense, but
true virtue is nothing other than wisdom.
Socratic and Platonic Political
Philosophy invites readers to participate
in the practices of Socratic and Platonic
politics.
Political Thinkers is the most
comprehensive introduction to Western
political thought written by a team of
internationally renowned scholars. The
third edition provides students with a
clear and engaging introduction to the
canon of great theorists, from Socrates
and the Sophists to contemporary
thinkers such as Rawls and Arendt. Each
chapter begins with a helpful chapter
guide, a biographical sketch of the
thinker, a list of their key texts, and their
key ideas. Part introductions and a
concluding chapter enable readers to
understand the social and political
contexts that inspired political thinkers
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to write. The third edition features two
brand new chapters on Hannah Arendt,
one of the most influential philosophers
of the twentieth century, and Hugo
Grotius, whose work on just war
continues to inform international law
today.
First published in 1981 this unique study
discusses the evolution of Plato's thought
through the actual developments in
Athenian democracy, the book also
demonstrates Plato's continuing
responses to changes in political theory
and argues for a new understanding of
Plato's goals for the state and his
ultimate concern for the moral wellbeing of the citizens.
Class Ideology and Ancient Political
Theory
The Roots of Political Philosophy
Sophistry and Political Philosophy
Socrates and the State
The Cambridge Companion to Socrates
A Study in the History of Political Ideas
This unique collection presents texts in
international relations from Ancient Greece
to the First World War. Major writers such as
Thucydides, Augustine, Aquinas, Machiavelli,
Grotius, Kant and John Stuart Mill are
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represented by extracts of their key works;
less well-known international theorists
including John of Paris, Cornelius van
Bynkershoek and Friedrich List are also
included. Fifty writers are anthologised in
what is the largest such collection currently
available. The texts, most of which are
substantial extracts, are organised into
broadly chronological sections, each of which
is headed by an introduction that places the
work in its historical and philosophical
context. Ideal for both students and scholars,
the volume also includes biographies and
guides to further reading.
The Significance Of Political Thought Cannot
Be Overemphasized. The Task Of
Understanding The Deeper Implications Of
The Present Situation And The Future
Planning Can Be Assisted By A Careful Study
Of Political Thought Of The Ages. The Study
Of Political Thought In The Historical
Perspective Leads To Mature Thinking And
Enables The Political Leaders To Solve
Contemporary Problems In A Better Way.The
Political Thought Of Modern World Is Based
On Western Political Thought. It Is Always
Preferred To Begin The Study Of Political
Thought With The Western Thinkers, Better
Say Greeks, Because Unlike Their Eastern
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Counterpart, Their Speculations Are
Exclusively Contained In Independent
Treatises And Do Not Form Part Of Literature
Which Was Predominantly Religious And
Ethical. Accordingly, The Present Volume
Begins With Homer And Includes In Its Study
The Prominent Thinkers Of The West Of All
Ages Plato, Aristotle, Aquinas, Machiavelli,
Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Hume, Burke To
Name But A Few.Analytic In Presentation, The
Present Book Is Concise And Easily
Comprehensible. Since Its Matter Has Been
Drawn From Authentic Originals And The
Books Of Eminent Western Authors Have
Been Referred To, The Book Aptly Caters With
The Academic Needs Of Students Of Political
Science. It Provides A Bibliography And Also
A List Of Questions Set At Various University
Examinations, Aiming At Facilitating The
Preparation For Examination. While The
Teachers Will Find This Book An Ideal
Reference Book, The General Readers Will
Find It Highly Informative.
Originally published in 1963, this classic book
is a rethinking of the history of Western
political philosophy. Charles N. R. McCoy
contrasts classical-medieval principles
against the "hypotheses" at the root of
modern liberalism and modern
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conservativism.In Part I, "The Classical
Christian Tradition from Plato to Aquinas,"
the author lays the foundation for a
philosophical "structure" capable of
producing "constitutional liberty." Part II,
"The Modern Theory of Politics from
Machiavelli to Marx," attempts to show,
beginning with Machiavelli, the reversal and
destruction of the pre-modern "structure"
postulated in Part I.McCoy stresses the great
contributions of Aristotle to political thought
found in his more familiar Ethics and Politics,
but also includes key insights drawn from
Metaphysics and Physics. These contributions
are developed and perfected, McCoy argues,
by Augustine and Aquinas. Two other
important features include McCoy's
epistemological insights into Plato's work
that will be new to many readers and the
author's juxtaposition of traditional natural
law with "the modernized theory of natural
law." The modern account of autonomous
natural law, in McCoy's view, helps explain
the totalitarian direction of key aspects of
modern political thought. This classic volume
on the origins of modern philosophical
thought remains a standard in the field.
This fresh outlook on Socrates' political
philosophy in Plato's early dialogues argues
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that it is both more subtle and less
authoritarian than has been supposed.
Focusing on the Crito, Richard Kraut shows
that Plato explains Socrates' refusal to
escape from jail and his acceptance of the
death penalty as arising not from a
philosophy that requires blind obedience to
every legal command but from a highly
balanced compromise between the state and
the citizen. In addition, Professor Kraut
contends that our contemporary notions of
civil disobedience and generalization
arguments are not present in this dialogue.
Fifty Major Political Thinkers
Political Questions
Protagoras' Challenge to Socrates
History of Political Philosophy
Plato
This book introduces readers to analytical
interpretation of seminal writings and thinkers in the
history of political thought, including Socrates, Plato,
Aristotle, the Bible, Thomas Aquinas, Machiavelli,
Bacon, Hobbes, Locke, Montesquieu, Rousseau,
Tocqueville, Marx, and Nietzsche. Chronologically
arranged, each chapter in the book is devoted to the
work of a single thinker. The selected texts together
engage with 2000 years of debate on fundamental
questions, which include: What is the purpose of
political life? What is the good life, for us as individuals,
and for us as a political community? What is justice?
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What is a right? Do human beings have rights? What
kinds of human virtues are there and which regimes
best promote them? The difficulty of accessing the
texts included in this volume is the result not only of
their subtlety but also of the dramatic change in
everyday life. The authors shed light on the texts'
vocabulary and complexities of thought and help
students understand and weigh the various
interpretations of each philosopher's thought. •
Accessible interpretive essays on the greatest texts in
the history of political thought, from Plato to Nietzsche.
• Includes key passage plus a succinct discussion that
glosses the text, examines later-day interpretations,
and guides students in forming their own
interpretations. • Allows students to learn from, rather
than only about, each thinker, and to apply their
thought to the present day.
In this pathbreaking study of the works of Plato,
Aristotle, Rousseau, and Mill, Susan Moller Okin turns to
the tradition of political philosophy that pervades
Western culture and its institutions to understand why
the gap between formal and real gender equality
persists. Our philosophical heritage, Okin argues,
largely rests on the assumption of the natural
inequality of the sexes. Women cannot be included as
equals within political theory unless its deep-rooted
assumptions about the traditional family, its sex roles,
and its relation to the wider world of political society
are challenged. So long as this attitude pervades our
institutions and behavior, the formal equality women
have won has no chance of becoming substantive.
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A primer on the bedrock principles of politics from
“Harvard’s most controversial conservative professor”
and the author of Democracy in America (Boston
magazine). Behind the daily headlines on presidential
races and local elections is the theory of the polity—or
what the end of our politics should be. Harvard’s
Harvey C. Mansfield, one of America’s leading political
theorists, explains why our quest for the good life must
address the type of government we seek to uphold. He
directs our gaze to the thinkers and philosophies and
classic works that have proved most influential
throughout the ages.
First published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of
Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
Gender Politics in Intellectual Labor
Socratic and Platonic Political Philosophy
Ten Forgotten Socratic Dialogues Translated, with
Interpretive Studies
A System of Rights
Women in Western Political Thought
Western Political Thought

The Wives of Western Philosophy
examines the lives and experiences of
the wives and women associated with
nine distinct political thinkers—from
Socrates to Marx—in order to explore
the gendered patterns of intellectual
labor that permeate the foundations of
Western political thought. Organized
chronologically and representative of
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three eras in the history of political
thought (Ancient, Early Modern, and
Modern), nine critical biographical
chapters explore the everyday acts of
intellectual labor and partnership
involving these "wives of the canon."
Taking seriously their narratives as
intimate partners reveals that wives
have labored in remarkable ways
throughout the history of political
thought. In some cases, their labors
mark the conceptual boundaries of
political life; in others, they serve
as uncredited resources for the
production of political ideas. In all
instances, however, these wives and
intimates are pushed to the margins of
the history of political thought. The
Wives of Western Philosophy brings
these women to the center of scholarly
interest. In so doing, it provides new
insights into the intellectual
biographies of some of the most famed
men in political theory while also
raising important questions about the
gendered politics of intellectual labor
which shape our receptions of canonical
texts and thinkers, and which sustain
the academy even today.
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Opening an entirely new dimension of
Platonic studies, this volume addresses
major themes: the nature of law,
property, and acquisitiveness;
Socrates' famous demonic voice; the
poetic claim to inspiration; and the
psychology of the tyrannic.
As Hegel famously noted, referring to
the Roman goddess Minerva, her owl
brought back wisdom only at dusk, when
it was too late to shine light on
actual politics. Jeffrey Abramson
provides a lively and accessible guide
for readers discovering the tradition
of political thought that dates back to
Socrates and Plato, with contemporary
examples that illustrate the enduring
nature of political dilemmas.
AN INVITATION TO POLITICAL THOUGHT is a
student-friendly introductory
text/reader for political theory that
includes a clearly guided explanation
of western political thought from Plato
to Nietzsche with accompanying primary
sources. AN INVITATION TO POLITICAL
THOUGHT thus saves the student money by
uniquely combining both explanatory
essays and primary sources in a single
volume. Each chapter begins with an
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examination of the life of and legacy
of an epic political thinker and then
proceeds to unpack that thinker's core
teaching on such enduring questions as
human nature, state and society,
justice, political obligation, war and
peace, political education, gender and
politics, rights and revolution. Other
pedagogical features include case
studies that relate the material to
current events, questions for
reflection, a list of key terms, a list
of sources, and helpful websites for
further reading. Important Notice:
Media content referenced within the
product description or the product text
may not be available in the ebook
version.
Plato's Drama of Political Ambition and
Philosophy
From Socrates to the Age of Ideology
A Student's Guide to Political
Philosophy
Studies in Platonic Political
Philosophy
Plato: The Statesman
International Relations in Political
Thought
This absorbing study invites you to
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climb inside the heads of the major
political philosophers, as it were, and
to see the world through their eyes.
Beginning with Socrates and concluding
with post-Rawlsian theory, Alan Haworth
presents the key ideas and developments
with clarity and depth. Each chapter
provides a concentrated study of a
given thinker or group of thinkers and
together they constitute a broad
account of the main arguments in
political philosophy. There are
chapters on Socrates, Plato, Aristotle,
Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, the
Utilitarians, Marx, Rawls, and postRawlsian developments. This is a
fascinating, lively and engaging look
at the topic and will be appropriate
for any student taking a course in
political philosophy or political
thought.
The Founders of Modern Political and
Social Thought series presents critical
examinations of the work of major
political philosophers and social
theorists, assessing both their initial
contribution and their continuing
relevance to politics and society. Each
volume provides a clear, accessible,
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historically informed account of a
thinker's work, focusing on a
reassessment of the central ideas and
arguments. The series encourages
scholars and students to link their
study of classic texts to current
debates in political philosophy and
social theory. In this authoritative
general account of Plato's political
thought, a leading scholar of ancient
Greek philosophy explores its key
themes: education, democracy and its
shortcomings, the role of knowledge in
government, utopia and the idea of
community, money and its grip on the
psyche, ideological uses of religion.
Between them these define what Plato
considered to be the fundamental
challenges for politics. All remain
live issues. On all of them Plato took
radical and uncomfortable positions.
The radicalism derives above all from
his reflections on the fate of Socrates
at the hands of the Athenian democracy
in 399 BC. So the book begins with
chapters situating Plato's alienation
from contemporary politics in its
historical context, and examines at
length the images of Athens and the
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Spartan alternative which pervade his
writings on politics. The Republic is a
main focus of discussion throughout,
but ideas and arguments in many other
dialogues from Apology and Gorgias to
the Statesman and the Laws are
examined. Plato: Political Philosophy
assumes a broad range of readers - with
backgrounds in varied fields (politics,
philosophy, classics, history) - who
may have little prior knowledge of
Plato. It articulates and analyses his
main lines of thought, illustrating
them with a liberal use of translated
excerpts, and highlighting affinities
with modern theorists from Machiavelli
and Mill to Rawls and Habermas.
Schofield's distinctive line of
approach to Plato's problems
constitutes a lucid and accessible
guide for those needing an
introduction, and at the same time will
provide those who know Plato well with
much food for thought.
The justification of political
authority is one of the long-standing
issues of political philosophy, and one
which persistently defies satisfactory
solution. In this paperback edition of
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a highly successful study, Professor
Martin sets out to provide an original
justification by establishing a
background framework for dealing with
the problem. He begins by identifying
the main elements of political
authority, arguing that they need to be
linked in order to create a political
authority that can be described as
justified. He then sketches a framework
- a sample system of political
institutions and conceptions which is
internally coherent - to link these
elements. The rest of the book fills in
this outline. Professor Martin argues
that rights are established patterns of
acting or of being treated and are
hence essentially institutional in
character. The institutions that tend
to be the most supportive and
productive of individual rights are, he
believes, democratic, and the central
section of the book is devoted to the
connection of rights with majority
rule, democratic political institutions
and conceptions. From this nexus,
secondary lines are traced to political
obligation (or allegiance) and to an
eligible justification for using
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punishment to enforce the rights of
individuals. Thus Professor Martin's
analysis forms a distinctive and
systematic approach to one particular
style of government. This rethinking of
some of the main topics in political
theory is long overdue; it yields some
striking conclusions about both the
nature of rights and the nature of
political authority itself. Reviews for
the hardback edition: `analytical
political theory at its
best...thoroughly worked through,
illuminating, and persuasive' Political
Studies `he dicusses knowledgeably yet
imaginatively one sort of political and
legal system...I unreservedly assert
that his institutional conception of
rights deserves to be taken seriously
as a very plausible alternative to the
more familiar theories of Hart,
Feinberg, Dworkin and Raz. Equally
important are his discussions of the
nature of democracy and the internal
justification of punishment. Most
impressive of all is his detailed
demonstration of the internal coherence
of the system of rights sketched in
this book' Ethics `his book is valuable
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for presenting a distinctively
political view of rights...the book is
impressively scholarly, with
references, when relevant, to most of
the voluminous literature on rights. In
this respect A System of Rights is a
model work of philosophy: at once
thoroughly steeped in the literature on
its topic and rising above that
literature to propose a novel,
distinctive view' Mind `a rewarding and
impressive book, which deals with a
wide range of issues central to
political philosophy in an interesting
and original way. In this carefully
argued examination and justification of
a particular political system, Rex
Martin offers an original account of
rights, and links these rights with
other political conceptions and
institutions...to forms what he calls a
"system of rights"...his discussion is
rich and nuanced, and provides the
philosophical groundwork for clearer
thinking about the difficult and
elusive relationship between rights and
democracy' Canadian Journal of
Political Science `What makes Martin's
book so trenchant is that it can be
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read with great profit from different
points of view...The broad scope and
provocative arguments of Martin's work
assure that it will be a focal point in
philosophically-orientated debate on
rights' Ratio Juris `Rex Martin has
written the most important analysis and
justification of political authority
and obligation since T. H. Green's
Lectures on the Principles of Political
Obligation... [A System of Rights is]
rich in argument and unorthodox
conclusions' Gerald F. Gaus, Philosophy
and Phenomenological Research
Written simply and directly—but without
sacrificing intellectual depth—this
widely acclaimed text explores the
preeminent theorists of Western
political thought from the preSocratics to the contemporary era. The
author provides an in-depth analysis of
a limited number of major thinkers,
which allows for a richly detailed
examination of each philosopher in
historical context. Western Political
Thought, Second Edition, presents the
fundamental terms, ideas, and dilemmas
of Western political philosophy in a
straightforward, easy-to-understand
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manner. It organizes the theorists
historically, explains basic concepts
in depth, and draws out and analyzes
the implications of various political
theories. Moreover, this cohesive
volume employs an overarching theme,
examining each thinker in terms of the
changing relationships of ethics and
politics in Western political
philosophy.
From Hume to Walzer
Arendt on the Political
Self-Examination, Civic Engagement, and
the Politics of Philosophy
From Socrates to the Age of Ideology,
Second Edition
Scientific Statesmanship, Governance
and the History of Political Philosophy
Virtue Is Knowledge
One of the outstanding thinkers of our time offers in this
book his final words to posterity. Studies in Platonic
Political Philosophy was well underway at the time of Leo
Strauss's death in 1973. Having chosen the title for the
book, he selected the most important writings of his later
years and arranged them to clarify the issues in political
philosophy that occupied his attention throughout his life.
As his choice of title indicates, the heart of Strauss's work
is Platonism—a Platonism that is altogether unorthodox
and highly controversial. These essays consider, among
others, Heidegger, Husserl, Nietzsche, Marx, Moses
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Maimonides, Machiavelli, and of course Plato himself to
test the Platonic understanding of the conflict between
philosophy and political society. Strauss argues that an
awesome spritual impoverishment has engulfed modernity
because of our dimming awareness of that conflict. Thomas
Pangle's Introduction places the work within the context of
the entire Straussian corpus and focuses especially on
Strauss's late Socratic writings as a key to his mature
thought. For those already familiar with Strauss, Pangle's
essay will provoke thought and debate; for beginning
readers of Strauss, it provides a fine introduction. A
complete bibliography of Strauss's writings if included.
Shows how Hannah Arendt opened up new ways of
thinking about politics and a new approach to interpreting
political history.
Over the centuries, the question of "good" or "effective"
governance has undergone several transformations and
ramifications to fit within certain social, cultural and
historical contexts. What defines political knowledge? What
is the measure of expert political leadership? Various
interpretations, perspectives, and re-conceptualizations
emerge as one moves from Plato to the present. This edited
book explores the relationship between political expertise,
which is defined as "scientific statesmanship or
governance," and political leadership throughout the
history of ideas. An outstanding group of experts study and
analyze the ideas of significant philosophers, such as Plato,
Aristotle, Augustine, Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke,
Montesquieu, Kant, Burke, Comte, and Weber, among
others. The contributors aim to interpret these thinkers’
approaches to "scientific statesmanship," deepening our
understanding of the idea itself and decoding its
theoretical complexities. In the face of the ongoing crisis of
the traditional party system and the eroding structures
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within the new cultural-financial and political environment
in the era of globalization, tracing the connection between
Plato’s idealist statesmanship to twentieth-century
modernist politics is an important and ever-challenging
enterprise; one that promises to interest scholars of the
history of western political thought, philosophy, classics
and the classical tradition, political science, and sociology.
Essays from a diverse group of experts providing a
comprehensive guide to Socrates, the most famous Greek
philosopher.
Socrates and Alcibiades
The Social Contract from Hobbes to Rawls
Socratic Rationalism and Political Philosophy
Political Thinkers: Plato
The Structure of Political Thought
An Invitation to Political Thought

A significant addition to debates on social justice, this
study explores key issues such as democracy, freedom,
special rights and John Stuart Mill's liberal Utilitarianism,
bringing these concerns to the fore of the political
agenda.
"Socrates continues to be an extremely influential force
to this day; his work is featured prominently in the work
of contemporary thinkers ranging from Hannah Arendt
and Leo Strauss, to Michel Foucault and Jacques
Ranciáere. Intervening in this discussion, What Would
Socrates Do? reconstructs Socrates' philosophy in
ancient Athens to show its promise of empowering
citizens and non-citizens alike. By drawing them into
collective practices of dialogue and reflection, philosophy
can help people to become thinking, acting beings more
capable of fully realizing the promises of political life. At
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the same time, however, Joel Alden Schlosser shows
how these practices' commitment to interrogation keeps
philosophy at a distance from the democratic status quo,
creating a dissonance with conventional forms of politics
that opens space for new forms of participation and
critical contestation of extant ones"-Like previous editions, the Third Edition of Arnharts
engaging treatment of political thought is organized
around a series of enduring and provocative political
questions. It features the work of thirteen philosophers
ranging in scope from antiquity to the present: Plato,
Aristotle, Augustine, Aquinas, Machiavelli, Descartes,
Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Hegel, Marx, Nietzsche (new
to this edition), and Rawls. The questions presented are
designed to illuminate issues in American politics while
encouraging students to examine the nature and
substance of their own political beliefs. Ideas from the
natural and social sciences are introduced and applied to
classic philosophical texts. Adopted as a course text at
over 300 colleges and universities, Political Questions
has become one of the leading textbooks in political
philosophy.
In this new interpretation of Platos Phaedo, Paul Stern
considers the dialogue as an invaluable source for
understanding the distinctive character of Socratic
rationalism. First, he demonstrates, contrary to the
charge of such thinkers as Nietzsche, Heidegger, and
Rorty, that Socrates rationalism does not rest on the
dogmatic presumption of the rationality of nature.
Second, he shows that the distinctively Socratic mode of
philosophizing is formulated precisely with a view to
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vindicating the philosophic life in the face of these
uncertainties. And finally, he argues that this vindication
results in a mode of inquiry that finds its ground in a clear
understanding of the problematical but enduring human
situation. Stern concludes that Socratic rationalism,
aware as it is of the limits of reason, still provides a
nondogmatic and nonarbitrary basis for human
understanding.
Socrates Founding Political Philosophy in Xenophon's
"Economist", "Symposium", and "Apology"
A History of Western Political Thought
Practicing a Politics of Reading
The Key Texts of Political Philosophy
Texts from the Ancient Greeks to the First World War
Political Philosophy
In the classical world, political ambition posed an
intractable problem. Ancient Greek democracies
fostered in their most promising youths a tensionridden combination of the desire for personal
glory and deep-seated public-spiritedness in
hopes of producing brilliant and capable
statesmen. But as much as active civic
engagement was considered among the highest
goods by the Greek citizenry, the attempt to
harness the love of glory to the good of the city
inevitably produced notoriously ambitious figures
whose zeal for political power and prestige was
so great that it outstripped their intention to win
honor through praiseworthy deeds. No figure
better exemplifies the risks and rewards of
ancient political ambition than Alcibiades, an
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intelligent, charming, and attractive statesman
who grew up during the Golden Age of Athens
and went on to become an infamous demagogue
and traitor to the city during the Peloponnesian
War. In Socrates and Alcibiades, Ariel Helfer
gathers Plato's three major presentations of
Alcibiades: the Alcibiades, the Second Alcibiades,
and the Symposium. Counter to conventional
interpretation, Helfer reads these texts as
presenting a coherent narrative, spanning nearly
two decades, of the relationship between
Socrates and his most notorious pupil. Helfer
argues that Plato does not simply deny the
allegation that Alcibiades was corrupted by his
Socratic education; rather, Plato's treatment of
Alcibiades raises far-ranging questions about the
nature and corruptibility of political ambition
itself. How, Helfer asks, is the civic-spirited side
of political ambition related to its self-serving
dimensions? How can education be expected to
strengthen or weaken the devotion toward one's
fellow citizens? And what might Socratic
philosophy reveal about the place of political
aspiration in a spiritually and intellectually
balanced life? Socrates and Alcibiades recovers a
valuable classical lesson on the nature of civic
engagement and illuminates our own complex
political situation as heirs to liberal democracy's
distrust of political ambition.
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