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Sherpas Through Their Rituals
Famed anthropologist Ortner tracks down representative classmates from her
mostly Jewish Newark, NJ high school class of '58 in order to examine class
culture and ethnicity in America today.
This lively and readable survey introduces students to key areas of the field and
shows how to apply an anthropological approach to the study of contemporary
world religions. Written by an experienced teacher, it covers all of the traditional
topics of anthropology of religion, including definitions and theories, beliefs,
symbols and language, and ritual and myth, and combines analytic and
conceptual discussion with up-to-date ethnography and theory. Eller includes
copious examples from religions around the world – both familiar and unfamiliar –
and two mini-case studies in each chapter. He also explores classic and
contemporary anthropological contributions to important but often overlooked
issues such as violence and fundamentalism, morality, secularization, religion in
America, and new religious movements. Introducing Anthropology of Religion
demonstrates that anthropology is both relevant and essential for understanding
the world we inhabit today.
Belian is an exceptionally lively tradition of shamanistic curing rituals performed by
the Luangans, a politically marginalized population of Indonesian Borneo. This
volume explores the significance of these rituals in practice and asks what belian
rituals do – socially, politically, and existentially – for particular people in particular
circumstances. Departing from the conception that rituals exist as ethereal, liminal
or insulated traditional domains, this volume demonstrates the importance of
understanding rituals as emergent within their specific historical and social
settings. It offers an analysis of a number of concrete ritual performances,
exemplifying a diversity of ritual genres, stylistic modalities and sensual
ambiences, from low-key, habitual affairs to drawn-out, crowd-seizing community
rituals and innovative, montage-like cultural experiments.
Drawing on long-term fieldwork in the former Maoist heartland of Nepal, this book
studies the war-time social processes during the civil war and their long-term
legacy on the constitution of Nepali society.
The Foundations of Authority in Gelukpa Monasticism
Rituals of Respect
A Cultural and Political History of Sherpa Buddhism
Domination and Cultural Resistance
Theorizing Rituals
An Introduction to Anthropological Theories and Theorists
A Sherpa's Journey to the Top of Everest
The author describes his harrowing journey descending Mount Everest
while unable to see due to snowblindness, having only his Navy
survival training, instinct, and faith on which to rely.
James Fisher combines the strengths of technical anthropology,
literary memoir, and striking photography in this telling study of
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rapid social change in Himalayan Nepal. The author first visited the
Sherpas of Nepal when he accompanied Sir Edmund Hilary on the
Himalayan Schoolhouse Expedition of 1964. Returning to the Everest
region several times during the 1970s and 1980s, he discovered that
the construction of the schools had far less impact than one of the byproducts of their building: a short-take-off-and-landing airstrip. By
reducing the time it took to travel between Kathmandu and the Everest
region from a hike of several days to a 45-minute flight, the airstrip
made a rapid increase in tourism possible. Beginning with his
impressions of Sherpa society in pre-tourist days, Fisher traces the
trajectory of contemporary Sherpa society reeling under the impact of
modern education and mass tourism, and assesses the Sherpa's concerns
for their future and how they believe these problems should be and
eventually will be resolved.
Volume one of Theorizing Rituals assembles 34 leading scholars from
various countries and disciplines working within this field.
This is a major anthropological study of contemporary Tibetan Buddhist
monasticism and tantric ritual in the Ladakh region of North-West
India and of the role of tantric ritual in the formation and
maintenance of traditional forms of state structure and political
consciousness in Tibet. Containing detailed descriptions and analyses
of monastic ritual, the work builds up a picture of Tibetan tantric
traditions as they interact with more localised understandings of
bodily identity and territorial cosmology, to produce a substantial reinterpretation of the place of monks as ritual performers and
peripheral householders in Ladakh. The work also examines the central
and indispensable role of incarnate lamas, such as the Dalai Lama, in
the religious life of Tibetan Buddhists.
Into Thin Air
Perspectives and Dimensions
Authority and Power Among an Andean People
Buried in the Sky
Cork Dork
Touching My Father's Soul
Identity, Ritual and State in Tibetan Buddhism
Sherpas are portrayed by Westerners as heroic mountain guides, or "tigers of the snow," as
Buddhist adepts, and as a people in touch with intimate ways of life that seem no longer available
in the Western world. In this book, Vincanne Adams explores how attempts to characterize an
"authentic" Sherpa are complicated by Western fascination with Sherpas and by the Sherpas'
desires to live up to Western portrayals of them. Noting that diplomatic aides at world summit
meetings go by the name "Sherpa," as do a van in the U.K. built for rough terrain and a software
product from Silicon Valley, Adams examines the "authenticating" effects of this mobile signifier
on a community of Himalayan Sherpas who live at the base of Mount Everest, Nepal, and its
"deauthenticating" effects on anthropological representation. This book speaks not only to
anthropologists concerned with ethnographic portrayals of Otherness but also to those working in
cultural studies who are concerned with ethnographically grounded analyses of representations.
Throughout Adams illustrates how one might undertake an ethnography of transnationally
produced subjects by using the notion of "virtual" identities. In a manner informed by both
Buddhism and shamanism, virtual Sherpas are always both real and distilled reflections of the
desires that produce them.
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Michelle Rosaldo presents an ethnographic interpretation of the life of the Ilongots, a group of
some 3,500 hunters and horticulturists in Northern Luzon, Philippines. Her study focuces on
headhunting, a practice that remained active among the Ilongots until at least 1972. Indigenous
notions of 'knowledge' and 'passion' are crucial to the Ilongots' perceptions of their own social
practices of headhunting, oratory, marriage, and the organization of subsistence labour. In
explaining the significance of these key ideas, Professor Rosaldo examines what she considers
to be the most important dimensions of Ilongot social relationships: the contrasts between men
and women and between accomplished married men and bachelor youths. By defining
'knowledge' and 'passion' in the context of their social and affective significance, the author
demonstrates the place of headhunting in historical and political processes, and shows the
relation between headhunting and indigenous concepts of curing, reproduction, and health.
Theoretically oriented toward interpretive of symbolic ethnography, this book clarifies some of the
ways in which the study of a language - both vocabulary and patterns of usage - is a study of a
culture; the process of translation is presented as a method of cultural interpretation. Professor
Rosaldo argues that an appreciation of the Ilongots' specific notions of 'the self' and the emotional
concepts associated with headhunting can illuminate central aspects of the group's social life.
Presents the stories of the sharps who have acted as expert consultants to Westerners climbing
the Himalayas, focusing in particular on Chhiring Dorje Sherpa and Pasang Lama, who survived
when 11 other climbers died on K2 in August 2008. 15,000 first printing.
Ritual studies today figures as a central element of religious discourse for many scholars around
the world. Ritual Theory, Ritual Practice, Catherine Bell's sweeping and seminal work on the
subject, helped legitimize the field. In this volume, Bell re-examines the issues, methods, and
ramifications of our interest in ritual by concentrating on anthropology, sociology, and the history
of religions. Now with a new foreword by Diane Jonte-Pace, Bell's work is a must-read for
understanding the evolution of the field of ritual studies and its current state.
Life and Death on Mt. Everest
Reading Ethnography
Identities, Experience, and History in Nepal
Sherpas and Himalayan Mountaineering
An Ethnography of Himalayan Encounters
Ritual Retellings
Reflections on Change in Himalayan Nepal

Professor Ortner examines the Sherpas of the Himalayas.
The wisest teachings of Buddhism say that, like all oppositions, one must move beyond
gender. But as Serinity Young shows in this enlightening work, the rhetoric of Buddhist
texts, the symbolism of its iconography, and the performative import of its rituals, tell
different, and often contradictory, stories. In Courtesans and Tantric Consorts, Serinity
Young takes the reader on a journey through more than 2000 years of biographical
writings, iconographic depictions, and ritual practices revealing Buddhism's deep
struggles with gender. Juxtaposing empowering images of women with their textual
repudiation, beginning with the Buddha himself who abandoned his wife; tantric
courtesans who are considered necessary to male enlightenment with fertility rituals
designed to ensure male offspring; tales of gender-bending gods and goddesses with
all male heavens; Serinity Young draws on a vast range of sources to reveal the
colourful, and often troubling, mosaic of beliefs that inform Buddhist views about gender
and sexuality.
The Oxford Handbook of the Sociology of Religion draws on the expertise of an
international team of scholars providing both an entry point into the sociological study
and understanding of religion and an in-depth survey into its changing forms and
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content in the contemporary world. The role and impact of religion and spirituality on the
politics, culture, education and health in the modern world is rigorously discussed and
debated. The study of the sociology of religion forges interdisciplinary links to explore
aspects of continuity and change in the contemporary interface between society and
religion. Using a combination of theoretical, methodological and content-led
approaches, the fifty-seven contributors collectively emphasise the complex
relationships between religion and aspects of life from scientific research to law,
ecology to art, music to cognitive science, crime to institutional health care and more.
The developing character of religion, irreligion and atheism and the impact of religious
diversity on social cohesion are explored. An overview of current scholarship in the field
is provided in each themed chapter with an emphasis on encouraging new thinking and
reflection on familiar and emergent themes to stimulate further debate and scholarship.
The resulting essay collection provides an invaluable resource for research and
teaching in this diverse discipline.
The media are an inescapable part of our everyday life. Drawing on sociological and
anthropological approaches to the study of ritual, Nick Couldry applies the work of the
work of theorists to a number of important media arenas.
Media Rituals
Sherpa
Tigers of the Snow and Other Virtual Sherpas
Selves in Time and Place
Sherpas Through Their Rituals
Knowledge and Passion
A Wine-Fueled Adventure Among the Obsessive Sommeliers, Big Bottle Hunters, and
Rogue Scientists Who Taught Me to Live for Taste
Domination and Cultural Resistance examines the social life of the Yura, a
Quechua-speaking Andean ethnic group of central Bolivia, and focuses
especially on their indigenous authorities, the kuraqkuna or elders.
Combining ethnohistorical research with contemporary fieldwork, Roger Neil
Rasnake traces the evolution of leadership roles within the changing
composition of the native Andean social groupings, the ayllus&—from the
consolidation of pre-Hispanic Aymara polities, through the pressures of the
Spanish colonial regime and the increasing fragmentation of the republican
era, to the present.
American anthropologist Ernestine McHugh arrived in the foothills of the
Annapurna mountains in Nepal, and, surrounded by terraced fields, rushing
streams, and rocky paths, she began one of several sojourns among the
Gurung people whose ramro hawa-pani (good wind and water) not only
describes the enduring bounty of their land but also reflects the climate of
goodwill they seek to sustain in their community. It was in their steep
Himalayan villages that McHugh came to know another culture, witnessing
and learning the Buddhist appreciation for equanimity in moments of
precious joy and inevitable sorrow. Love and Honor in the Himalayas is
McHugh's gripping ethnographic memoir based on research among the
Gurungs conducted over a span of fourteen years. As she chronicles the
events of her fieldwork, she also tells a story that admits feeling and
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involvement, writing of the people who housed her in the terms in which
they cast their relationship with her, that of family. Welcomed to call her
host Ama and become a daughter in the household, McHugh engaged in a
strong network of kin and friendship. She intimately describes, with a sure
sense of comedy and pathos, the family's diverse experiences of life and
loss, self and personhood, hope, knowledge, and affection. In mundane as
well as dramatic rituals, the Gurungs ever emphasize the importance of love
and honor in everyday life, regardless of circumstances, in all human
relationships. Such was the lesson learned by McHugh, who arrived a young
woman facing her own hardships and came to understand—and
experience—the power of their ways of being. While it attends to a particular
place and its inhabitants, Love and Honor in the Himalayas is, above all,
about human possibility, about what people make of their lives. Through the
compelling force of her narrative, McHugh lets her emotionally open
fieldwork reveal insight into the privilege of joining a community and a
culture. It is an invitation to sustain grace and kindness in the face of
adversity, cultivate harmony and mutual support, and cherish life fully.
A comprehensive and practical guide to ethnographic research, this book
guides you through the process, starting with the fundamentals of choosing
and proposing a topic and selecting a research design. It describes methods
of data collection (taking notes, participant observation, interviewing,
identifying themes and issues, creating ethnographic maps and tables and
charts, and referring to secondary sources) and analyzing and writing
ethnography (sorting and coding data, answering questions, choosing a
presentation style, and assembling the ethnography). Although content is
focused on producing written ethnography, many of the principles and
methods discussed here also apply to other forms of ethnographic
presentation, including ethnographic film. Designed to give basic hands-on
experience in the overall ethnography research process, Ethnography
Essentials covers a wealth of topics, enabling anyone new to ethnography
research to successfully explore the excitement and challenges of field
research.
This 1996 collection of essays deals with the ways in which sex and gender
are socially organized and conceptually construed in various cultures. Its
scope is not limited to a series of cross-cultural issues of sex roles and
sexual status but rather encompasses a wide range of sex-related practices
and beliefs. Ceremonial virginity in Polynesian ritual androgynism in New
Guinea, the valorization of young African bachelors, and fantasies of male
self-sufficiency in South American myth are among the subjects discussed.
Taken in their totality, these essays demonstrate that cultural notions
sexuality and gender are seldom straightforward extrapolations of biological
facts but are the outcome of social and cultural processes. The book is not
only a compendium of symbolic approaches to gender but is also an
important statement of the theoretical directions in anthropological research
in this field.
A Critical Approach
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The Oxford Handbook of the Sociology of Religion
The Memoir of Ang Tharkay
The Sherpas of Nepal in the Tibetan Cultural Context
From Birth to Death and Beyond in a Himalayan Valley of Nepal
Tibetan Diary
Love and Honor in the Himalayas

The Sherpas were dead, two more victims of an attempt to scale Mt. Everest.
Members of a French climbing expedition, sensitive perhaps about leaving the
bodies where they could not be recovered, rolled them off a steep mountain face.
One body, however, crashed to a stop near Sherpas on a separate expedition far
below. They stared at the frozen corpse, stunned. They said nothing, but an
American climber observing the scene interpreted their thoughts: Nobody would
throw the body of a white climber off Mt. Everest. For more than a century,
climbers from around the world have journ-eyed to test themselves on Everest's
treacherous slopes, enlisting the expert aid of the Sherpas who live in the area.
Drawing on years of field research in the Himalayas, renowned anthropologist
Sherry Ortner presents a compelling account of the evolving relationship between
the mountaineers and the Sherpas, a relationship of mutual dependence and
cultural conflict played out in an environment of mortal risk. Ortner explores this
relationship partly through gripping accounts of expeditions--often in the climbers'
own words--ranging from nineteenth-century forays by the British through the
historic ascent of Hillary and Tenzing to the disasters described in Jon Krakauer's
Into Thin Air. She reveals the climbers, or "sahibs," to use the Sherpas' phrase,
as countercultural romantics, seeking to transcend the vulgarity and materialism
of modernity through the rigor and beauty of mountaineering. She shows how
climbers' behavior toward the Sherpas has ranged from kindness to cruelty, from
cultural sensitivity to derision. Ortner traces the political and economic factors
that led the Sherpas to join expeditions and examines the impact of climbing on
their traditional culture, religion, and identity. She examines Sherpas' attitude
toward death, the implications of the shared masculinity of Sherpas and sahibs,
and the relationship between Sherpas and the increasing number of women
climbers. Ortner also tackles debates about whether the Sherpas have been
"spoiled" by mountaineering and whether climbing itself has been spoiled by
commercialism.
Childs chronicles the lives of diverse individuals, from venerated lamas to humble
householders, who inhabit the ethnically Tibetan enclave of Nubri, Nepal.
This book presents a model for analyzing and evaluating ethnographic
arguments. It examines the relationship between the claims anthropologists
make about human behavior and the data they use to warrant them. Jacobson
analyzes the textual organization of ethnographies, focusing on the ways in
which problems, interpretations, and data are put together. He examines in detail
a limited number of well-known ethnographic cases, which are selected to
illustrate basic theoretical frameworks and modes of analysis. By advancing a
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method for assessing ethnographic accounts, the book contributes to the current
debate on the role of rhetoric and reflexivity in anthropology.
Body and Emotion is a study of the relationship between culture and emotional
distress, an examination of the cultural forces that influence, make sense of, and
heal severe pain and malaise. In order to investigate this relationship, Robert R.
Desjarlais served as an apprentice healer among the Yolmo Sherpa, a Tibetan
Buddhist people who reside in the Helambu region of north-central Nepal.
Ethnography Essentials
Landscape, Ritual and Identity among the Hyolmo of Nepal
Sherpas
Order In Paradox Myth, Ritual And Exchange Among Nepal`S Tamang
Theorizing Rituals, Volume 1: Issues, Topics, Approaches, Concepts
The Secret of Survival in the High Peruvian Andes
Designing, Conducting, and Presenting Your Research
INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER AND A NEW YORK TIMES CRITICS' PICK
“Thrilling . . . [told] with gonzo élan . . . When the sommelier and blogger Madeline Puckette writes that
this book is the Kitchen Confidential of the wine world, she’s not wrong, though Bill Buford’s Heat is
probably a shade closer.” —Jennifer Senior, The New York Times Professional journalist and amateur
drinker Bianca Bosker didn’t know much about wine—until she discovered an alternate universe where
taste reigns supreme, a world of elite sommeliers who dedicate their lives to the pursuit of flavor.
Astounded by their fervor and seemingly superhuman sensory powers, she set out to uncover what drove
their obsession, and whether she, too, could become a “cork dork.” With boundless curiosity, humor, and
a healthy dose of skepticism, Bosker takes the reader inside underground tasting groups, exclusive New
York City restaurants, California mass-market wine factories, and even a neuroscientist’s fMRI machine
as she attempts to answer the most nagging question of all: what’s the big deal about wine? What she
learns will change the way you drink wine—and, perhaps, the way you live—forever. “Think: Eat, Pray,
Love meets Somm.” —theSkimm “As informative as it is, well, intoxicating.” —Fortune
This book analyses the social, political and religious life of the Hyolmo people of Nepal. Highlighting
patterns of change and adaptation, it addresses the Shamanic-Buddhist interface that exists in the
animated landscape of the Himalayas. Opening with an analysis of the ethnic revival of Nepal, the book
first considers the Himalayan religious landscape and its people. Specific attention is then given to
Helambu, home of the Hyolmo people, within the framework of Tibetan Buddhism. The discussion then
turns to the persisting shamanic tradition of the region and the ritual dynamics of Hyolmo culture. The
book concludes by considering broader questions of Hyolmo identity in the Nepalese context, as well as
reflecting on the interconnection of landscape, ritual and identity. Offering a unique insight into a
fascinating Himalayan culture and its formation, this book will be of great interest to scholars of
indigenous peoples and religion across religious studies, Buddhist studies, cultural anthropology and
South Asian studies.
This new edition of Jerry D. Moore's Visions of Culture presents introductory anthropology students with
a brief, readable, and balanced treatment of theoretical developments in the field. New to this edition are
pieces on Sherry Ortner, Pierre Bourdieu, and Eric Wolf, an Epilogue that describes key current debates
over theory. This is an ideal text for classes on the theory or the history of anthropology.
In a story of Everest unlike any told before, Jamling Tenzing Norgay gives us an insider's view of the
Sherpa world. As Climbing Leader of the famed 1996 Everest IMAX expedition led by David
Breashears, Jamling Norgay was able to follow in the footsteps of his legendary mountaineer father,
Tenzing Norgay, who with Sir Edmund Hillary was the first to reach the summit of Mount Everest, in
1953. Jamling Norgay interweaves the story of his own ascent during the infamous May 1996 Mount
Everest disaster with little-known stories from his father's historic climb and the spiritual life of the
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Sherpas, revealing a fascinating and profound world that few -- even many who have made it to the top -have ever seen.
Sexualities in Buddhist Narrative, Iconography and Ritual
Introducing Anthropology of Religion
New Jersey Dreaming
Ritual Theory, Ritual Practice
Capital, Culture, and the Class of ‘58
Sexual Meanings
The Aesthetics of Illness and Healing in the Nepal Himalayas

Ritual is one of the most pervasive religious phenomena in the Tibetan cultural world.
Despite its ubiquity and importance to Tibetan cultural life, however, only in recent years
has Tibetan ritual been given the attention it deserves. This is the first scholarly collection
to focus on this important subject. Unique in its historical, geographical and disciplinary
breadth, this book brings together eleven essays by an international cast of scholars
working on ritual texts, institutions and practices in the greater Tibetan cultural world Tibet, Nepal, Bhutan, and Mongolia. While most of the chapters focus on Buddhism, two
deal with ritual in Tibet's indigenous Bon religion. All of the essays are original to this
volume. An extensive introduction by the editor provides a broad overview of Tibetan
ritual and contextualizes the chapters within the field of Buddhist and Tibetan studies.
The book should find use in advanced undergraduate courses and graduate seminars on
Tibetan religion. It will also be of interest to students and scholars of ritual generally.
From handshakes and toasts to chant and genuflection, ritual pervades our social
interactions and religious practices. Still, few of us could identify all of our daily and
festal ritual behaviors, much less explain them to an outsider. Similarly, because of the
variety of activities that qualify as ritual and their many contradictory yet, in many ways,
equally legitimate interpretations, ritual seems to elude any systematic historical and
comparative scrutiny. In this book, Catherine Bell offers a practical introduction to ritual
practice and its study; she surveys the most influential theories of religion and ritual, the
major categories of ritual activity, and the key debates that have shaped our
understanding of ritualism. Bell refuses to nail down ritual with any one definition or
understanding. Instead, her purpose is to reveal how definitions emerge and evolve and to
help us become more familiar with the interplay of tradition, exigency, and selfexpression that goes into constructing this complex social medium.
An eminent anthropologist examines the foundings of the first celibate Buddhist
monasteries among the Sherpas of Nepal in the early twentieth century--a religious
development that was a major departure from "folk" or "popular" Buddhism. Sherry
Ortner is the first to integrate social scientific and historical modes of analysis in a study
of the Sherpa monasteries and one of the very few to attempt such an account for
Buddhist monasteries anywhere. Combining ethnographic and oral-historical methods,
she scrutinizes the interplay of political and cultural factors in the events culminating in
the foundings. Her work constitutes a major advance both in our knowledge of Sherpa
Buddhism and in the integration of anthropological and historical modes of analysis. At
the theoretical level, the book contributes to an emerging theory of "practice," an
explanation of the relationship between human intentions and actions on the one hand,
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and the structures of society and culture that emerge from and feed back upon those
intentions and actions on the other. It will appeal not only to the increasing number of
anthropologists working on similar problems but also to historians anxious to discover
what anthropology has to offer to historical analysis. In addition, it will be essential
reading for those interested in Nepal, Tibet, the Sherpa, or Buddhism in general.
This lively account of ritual, religion, and exchange in the Tamang society of Nepal is
sophisticated and well written. Holmberg draws on his informative descriptions of
Tamang Buddhism for comparativist insights into marriage exchange caste, sacrifice, and
the coherence of religious fields..... The study illuminates the diversity of types of
sacrifice the study illuminates the diversity of types of sacrifice the interplay of spoken
and written ritual languages and the paradox of exchange that differentiates while
promising to unify
The Cultural Construction of Gender and Sexuality
The Extraordinary Story of the Sherpa Climbers on K2's Deadliest Day
Body and Emotion
Blind Descent
Tibetan Ritual
Culture to the Ultimate
Surviving Alone and Blind on Mount Everest
The now-classic exploration of the role of women and the
feminine in Buddhist Tantra The crowning cultural
achievement of medieval India, Tantric Buddhism is known in
the West primarily for the sexual practices of its
adherents, who strive to transform erotic passion into
spiritual bliss. Historians of religion have long held that
this attempted enlightenment was for men only, and that
women in the movement were at best marginal and subordinated
and at worst degraded and exploited. In Passionate
Enlightenment, Miranda Shaw argues to the contrary and
presents extensive evidence of the outspoken and independent
female founders of the Tantric movement and their creative
role in shaping its distinctive vision of gender relations
and sacred sexuality. Including a new preface by the author,
this Princeton Classics edition makes an essential work
available for new audiences.
CLICK HERE to download a sample from Sherpa • Ang Tharkay
was the sirdar for Maurice Herzog’s Annapurna expedition in
1950—the first 8000-meter peak to be climbed • Ang Tharkay
was a key member of the 1951 reconnaissance of Everest—which
led to the successful 1953 ascent Sherpas have recently been
in the public eye, in part because of the 2013 Everest
“brawl,” the 2014 avalanche that took the lives of thirteen
climbing Sherpas, and the 2015 earthquake that devastated
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Nepal. These events and others have led to much public
discussion about how Sherpas today are treated and viewed by
their Western employers. Sherpa expands our understanding of
these issues by providing historical context. The
autobiography of Ang Tharkay, who was born in 1908 and
became one of the most renowned Sherpas of early Himalayan
exploration, has long been a collector’s item in the
original French-language edition but it has never been
available in English until now. In Sherpa, Tharkay describes
his experiences traveling with Eric Shipton and H.W. Tilman
and as the sirdar (head Sherpa) on Maurice Herzog’s 1950
ascent of Annapurna. Few such Sherpa accounts have been
written, and fewer still from these early Himalayan
expeditions. Opening with a brief account of Tharkay’s
childhood and background, Sherpa then immerses readers in
expeditions on Everest, Nanga Parbat, and, of course,
Annapurna. Tharkay reveals some of the politics within the
Sherpa support teams: petty arguments and shared struggles
that went unnoticed or at least unrecorded by those who
hired them. Tharkay’s admiration of his employers is
leavened with his recognition of their shortcomings, but his
affection for the climbers who employed him, and theirs for
him, radiates throughout the story. Sherpa includes an
original foreword by Tashi Sherpa, founder of Sherpa
Adventure Gear and the nephew of Ang Tharkay. He remembers
how he and his young cousins worshipped “Agu” (Uncle) as a
respected mountaineer and hero, a warm and safe presence for
the family. This title is part of our LEGENDS AND LORE
series. Click here > to learn more.
Volume two of Theorizing Rituals mainly consists of an
annotated bibliography of more than 400 items covering those
books, edited volumes and essays that are considered most
relevant for the field of ritual theory. Instead of
proposing yet another theory of ritual, the bibliography is
a comprehensive monument documenting four decades of
theorizing rituals.
In the remoteness of their mountain retreat, the herders of
Chillihuani, Peru, recognize that respect for others is the
central and most significant element of all thought and
action, observes Inge Bolin. "Without respect, no society,
no civilization, can flourish for long. Without respect,
humanity is doomed and so is the earth, sustainer of all
life." In this beautifully written ethnography, Bolin
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describes the rituals of respect that maintain harmonious
relations among people, the natural world, and the realm of
the gods in an isolated Andean community of llama and alpaca
herders that reaches up to 16,500 feet. Bolin was the first
foreigner to visit Chillihuani, and she was permitted to
participate in private family rituals, as well as public
ceremonies. In turn, she allows the villagers to explain the
meaning of their rituals in their own words. From these
first-hand experiences, Bolin offers an intimate portrait of
an annual ritual cycle that dates back to Inca and pre-Inca
times, including the ancient Pukllay; weddings; the Fiesta
de Santiago, with its horse races on the top of the world;
and Peru’s Independence Day, when the Rituals of Respect for
elders and young people alike are carried out within male
and female hierarchies reminiscent of Inca times.
Coming To Know Another Culture
The Buddha and the Drum
Passionate Enlightenment
Women in Tantric Buddhism
War, Maoism and Everyday Revolution in Nepal
High Religion
(The Tibetan Symbolic World : a Psychoanalytic Exploration)
#1 NATIONAL BESTSELLER • "A harrowing tale of the perils of highaltitude climbing, a story of bad luck and worse judgment and of
heartbreaking heroism." —PEOPLE A bank of clouds was assembling on
the not-so-distant horizon, but journalist-mountaineer Jon Krakauer,
standing on the summit of Mt. Everest, saw nothing that "suggested
that a murderous storm was bearing down." He was wrong. The storm,
which claimed five lives and left countless more--including
Krakauer's--in guilt-ridden disarray, would also provide the impetus for
Into Thin Air, Krakauer's epic account of the May 1996 disaster. By
writing Into Thin Air, Krakauer may have hoped to exorcise some of his
own demons and lay to rest some of the painful questions that still
surround the event. He takes great pains to provide a balanced picture
of the people and events he witnessed and gives due credit to the
tireless and dedicated Sherpas. He also avoids blasting easy targets
such as Sandy Pittman, the wealthy socialite who brought an espresso
maker along on the expedition. Krakauer's highly personal inquiry into
the catastrophe provides a great deal of insight into what went wrong.
But for Krakauer himself, further interviews and investigations only
lead him to the conclusion that his perceived failures were directly
responsible for a fellow climber's death. Clearly, Krakauer remains
haunted by the disaster, and although he relates a number of incidents
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in which he acted selflessly and even heroically, he seems unable to
view those instances objectively. In the end, despite his evenhanded
and even generous assessment of others' actions, he reserves a full
measure of vitriol for himself. This updated trade paperback edition of
Into Thin Air includes an extensive new postscript that sheds
fascinating light on the acrimonious debate that flared between
Krakauer and Everest guide Anatoli Boukreev in the wake of the
tragedy. "I have no doubt that Boukreev's intentions were good on
summit day," writes Krakauer in the postscript, dated August 1999.
"What disturbs me, though, was Boukreev's refusal to acknowledge the
possibility that he made even a single poor decision. Never did he
indicate that perhaps it wasn't the best choice to climb without gas or
go down ahead of his clients." As usual, Krakauer supports his points
with dogged research and a good dose of humility. But rather than
continue the heated discourse that has raged since Into Thin Air's
denouncement of guide Boukreev, Krakauer's tone is conciliatory; he
points most of his criticism at G. Weston De Walt, who coauthored The
Climb, Boukreev's version of events. And in a touching conclusion,
Krakauer recounts his last conversation with the late Boukreev, in
which the two weathered climbers agreed to disagree about certain
points. Krakauer had great hopes to patch things up with Boukreev, but
the Russian later died in an avalanche on another Himalayan peak,
Annapurna I. In 1999, Krakauer received an Academy Award in
Literature from the American Academy of Arts and Letters--a
prestigious prize intended "to honor writers of exceptional
accomplishment." According to the Academy's citation, "Krakauer
combines the tenacity and courage of the finest tradition of
investigative journalism with the stylish subtlety and profound insight
of the born writer. His account of an ascent of Mount Everest has led to
a general reevaluation of climbing and of the commercialization of
what was once a romantic, solitary sport; while his account of the life
and death of Christopher McCandless, who died of starvation after
challenging the Alaskan wilderness, delves even more deeply and
disturbingly into the fascination of nature and the devastating effects
of its lure on a young and curious mind."
The award-winning anthropologist Sherry B. Ortner draws on her
longstanding interest in theories of cultural practice to rethink key
concepts of culture, agency, and subjectivity.
Recently anthropology has turned to accounts of persons-inhistory/history-in-persons, focusing on how individuals and groups as
agents both fashion and are fashioned by social, political, and cultural
discourses and practices. In this approach, power, agency, and history
are made explicit as individuals and groups work to constitute
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themselves in relation to others and within and against sociopolitical
and historical contexts. Contributors to this volume extend this
emphasis, drawing upon their ethnographic research in Nepal to
examine closely how selves, identities, and experience are produced in
dialogical relationships through time in a multi-ethic nation-state and
within a discourse of nationalism. The diversity of peoples, recent
political transformations, and nation-building efforts make Nepal an
especially rich locale to examine people's struggles to define and
position themselves. But the authors move beyond geographical
boundaries to more theoretical terrain to problematicize the ways in
which people recreate or contest certain identities and positions.
Various authors explore how people_positioned by gender, ethnicity,
and locale_use cultural genres to produce aspects of identities and
experiences; they examine how subjectivities, agencies and cultural
worlds co-develop and are shaped through engagement with cultural
forms; and they portray the appropriation of multiple voices for self
and group formation. As such, this collection offers a richly textured
and complex accounting of the mutual constitution of selves and
society.
Culture, Power, and the Acting Subject
Ritual
Luangan Healing Performances through Practice
Visions of Culture
Annotated Bibliography of Ritual Theory, 1966-2005
Anthropology and Social Theory
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