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Shroom A Cultural History Of The Magic
Mushroom
A study of the importance of psychedelic plants and drugs in religion and society • With
contributions by Albert Hofmann, R. Gordon Wasson, Jack Kornfield, Terence McKenna, the
Shulgins, Rick Strassman, and others • Explores the importance of academic and religious
freedom in the study of psychedelics and the mind • Exposes the need for an organized
spiritual context for entheogen use in order to fully realize their transformative and sacred
value We live in a time when a great many voices are calling for a spiritual renewal to
address the problems that face humanity, yet the way of entheogens--one of the oldest and
most widespread means of attaining a religious experience--is forbidden, surrounded by
controversy and misunderstanding. Widely employed in traditional shamanic societies,
entheogens figure prominently in the origins of religion and their use continues today
throughout the world. They alter consciousness in such a profound way that, depending on
the set and setting, they can produce the ultimate human experiences: union with God or
revelation of other mystical realities. With contributions by Albert Hofmann, Terence
McKenna, Ann and Alexander Shulgin, Thomas Riedlinger, Dale Pendell, and Rick Strassman
as well as interviews with R. Gordon Wasson and Jack Kornfield, this book explores ancient
and modern uses of psychedelic drugs, emphasizing the complementary relationship
between science and mystical experience and the importance of psychedelics to the future
of religion and society. Revealing the mystical-religious possibilities of substances such as
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psilocybin mushrooms, mescaline, and LSD, this book exposes the vital need for developing
an organized spiritual context for their use in order to fully realize their transformative and
sacred value. Stressing the importance of academic and religious freedom, the authors call
for a revival of scientific and religious inquiry into entheogens so they may be used safely
and legally by those seeking to cultivate their spiritual awareness.
Matsutake is the most valuable mushroom in the world—and a weed that grows in humandisturbed forests across the northern hemisphere. Through its ability to nurture trees,
matsutake helps forests to grow in daunting places. It is also an edible delicacy in Japan,
where it sometimes commands astronomical prices. In all its contradictions, matsutake
offers insights into areas far beyond just mushrooms and addresses a crucial question: what
manages to live in the ruins we have made? A tale of diversity within our damaged
landscapes, The Mushroom at the End of the World follows one of the strangest commodity
chains of our times to explore the unexpected corners of capitalism. Here, we witness the
varied and peculiar worlds of matsutake commerce: the worlds of Japanese gourmets,
capitalist traders, Hmong jungle fighters, industrial forests, Yi Chinese goat herders, Finnish
nature guides, and more. These companions also lead us into fungal ecologies and forest
histories to better understand the promise of cohabitation in a time of massive human
destruction. By investigating one of the world's most sought-after fungi, The Mushroom at
the End of the World presents an original examination into the relation between capitalist
destruction and collaborative survival within multispecies landscapes, the prerequisite for
continuing life on earth.
“Pollan keeps you turning the pages . . . cleareyed and assured.” —New York Times A #1
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New York Times Bestseller, New York Times Book Review 10 Best Books of 2018, and New
York Times Notable Book A brilliant and brave investigation into the medical and scientific
revolution taking place around psychedelic drugs--and the spellbinding story of his own lifechanging psychedelic experiences When Michael Pollan set out to research how LSD and
psilocybin (the active ingredient in magic mushrooms) are being used to provide relief to
people suffering from difficult-to-treat conditions such as depression, addiction and anxiety,
he did not intend to write what is undoubtedly his most personal book. But upon discovering
how these remarkable substances are improving the lives not only of the mentally ill but
also of healthy people coming to grips with the challenges of everyday life, he decided to
explore the landscape of the mind in the first person as well as the third. Thus began a
singular adventure into various altered states of consciousness, along with a dive deep into
both the latest brain science and the thriving underground community of psychedelic
therapists. Pollan sifts the historical record to separate the truth about these mysterious
drugs from the myths that have surrounded them since the 1960s, when a handful of
psychedelic evangelists inadvertently catalyzed a powerful backlash against what was then
a promising field of research. A unique and elegant blend of science, memoir, travel writing,
history, and medicine, How to Change Your Mind is a triumph of participatory journalism. By
turns dazzling and edifying, it is the gripping account of a journey to an exciting and
unexpected new frontier in our understanding of the mind, the self, and our place in the
world. The true subject of Pollan's "mental travelogue" is not just psychedelic drugs but also
the eternal puzzle of human consciousness and how, in a world that offers us both suffering
and joy, we can do our best to be fully present and find meaning in our lives.
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A comprehensive guide to psilocybin mushrooms and their impact on our psychology,
biology, and social development. How—and why—do psychedelics exist? Did psilocybin
catalyze our early human ancestors’ social evolution? And how can an integral
understanding of psychedelics quite literally change the world? In an ambitious and
comprehensive look at psilocybin—and an inside look at how humanity co-evolved alongside
"magic" mushrooms—Jahan Khamsehzadeh, PhD, explores our historical and ancestral
relationship to psychedelics and presents new and exciting research about what psilocybin
can mean for us today. Separated into three sections—Present, Past, and Future—The
Psilocybin Connection advances our understanding of psychedelics in unexpected and
original ways. Khamsehzadeh shares compelling research that suggests how naturally
occurring psychedelics may have played an essential role in humanity's social, cultural, and
linguistic evolution. Supported by archaeological evidence, neuroscience, and academic
studies, he explores how mushrooms gave rise to art and expression, impacted spiritual
experiences, and even spurred human brain development. Blending the most
comprehensive and up-to-date synthesis of psilocybin research with stories of his own and
others' psychedelic awakenings, Khamsehzadeh moves our understanding of the
psychedelic mushroom forward toward a fresh, hopeful, and exciting future.
The Complete Guide to Medicinal Mushrooms and Lichens of North America
Mystery School in Hyperspace
Your Psilocybin Mushroom Companion
Food of the Gods
The Teachings of Don Juan
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The Origins of Religion
Revelations from the Weird World of Mushrooms

"This little book is big fun."—Michael Pollan An illustrated mini-encyclopedia of fungal
lore, from John Cage and Terrence McKenna to mushroom sex and fairy rings
Fungipedia presents a delightful A–Z treasury of mushroom lore. With more than 180
entries—on topics as varied as Alice in Wonderland, chestnut blight, medicinal
mushrooms, poisonings, Santa Claus, and waxy caps—this collection will transport both
general readers and specialists into the remarkable universe of fungi. Combining
ecological, ethnographic, historical, and contemporary knowledge, author and mycologist
Lawrence Millman discusses how mushrooms are much more closely related to humans
than to plants, how they engage in sex, how insects farm them, and how certain species
happily dine on leftover radiation, cockroach antennae, and dung. He explores the lives of
individuals like African American scientist George Washington Carver, who specialized
in crop diseases caused by fungi; Beatrix Potter, creator of Peter Rabbit, who was
prevented from becoming a professional mycologist because she was a woman; and
Gordon Wasson, a J. P. Morgan vice-president who almost single-handedly introduced
the world to magic mushrooms. Millman considers why fungi are among the most
significant organisms on our planet and how they are currently being affected by
destructive human behavior, including climate change. With charming drawings by artist
Page 5/36

Download File PDF Shroom A Cultural History Of The Magic Mushroom
and illustrator Amy Jean Porter, Fungipedia offers a treasure trove of scientific and
cultural information. The world of mushrooms lies right at your door—be amazed!
Did mushroom tea kick-start ancient Greek philosophy? Was Alice's Adventures in
Wonderland a thinly veiled psychedelic mushroom odyssey? Is Santa Claus really a
magic mushroom in disguise? The world of the magic mushroom is a place where
shamans and hippies rub shoulders with psychiatrists, poets, and international bankers.
Since its rediscovery only fifty years ago, this hallucinogenic fungus, once shunned in the
West as the most pernicious of poisons, has inspired a plethora of folktales and urban
legends. In this timely and definitive study, Andy Letcher chronicles the history of the
magic mushroom—from its use by the Aztecs of Central America and the tribes of Siberia
through to the present day—stripping away the myths and taking a critical and humorous
look at the drug's more recent manifestations. Informative, lively, and impeccably
researched, Shroom is a unique and engaging exploration of this most extraordinary of
psychedelics.
... The best source of information on growing mushrooms at home (back cover.).
What is a truffle? Is it the über-shroom, the highest order of fungal foods? Does it arrive,
as some cultures feel, in the moment of a thunderclap? One thing is for sure: despite its
unappetizing appearance, the truffle is without a doubt one of the most prized ingredients
in the world’s pantry. In this book, Zachary Nowak digs deep into the history and fame of
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this unlikeliest of luxury items, exploring the truffle’s intoxicating hold on our senses
how its distinctive flavor has become an instant indication of haute cuisine. Nowak traces
the truffle’s journey from the kitchens of East Asia to those of Europe and the Americas.
Balancing cultural, historical, and scientific perspectives, he offers a thorough and
complete portrait of this many-sided mushroom. By comparing the truffle’s history in the
Old World with its growing prominence in the New World, he tells a larger story of the
growth and dynamism of modern Western cuisine and food cultures. Featuring many
instructive and surprising illustrations, and numerous recipes both historical and
contemporary, this unique and fascinating book is a must-read for chefs, food historians,
and anyone ever drawn by the truffle’s mysterious, rich, and savory allure.
The Mushroom at the End of the World
The Immortality Key
Little Mushroom
A Global History
True Hallucinations
A Practical Guide to Growing Mushrooms at Home
Psilocybin Mushroom Handbook
The Poisonous Mushroom is translated from the Third Reich original Der
Giftpilz. That rare picture book, published by the St rmer Verlag of Julius
Page 7/36

Download File PDF Shroom A Cultural History Of The Magic Mushroom
Streicher, is much sought after by collectors. Softcover. 64pp.
A journey to some of the Earth's most endangered people in the remote Upper
Amazon...a look at the rituals of the Bwiti cults of Gabon and Zaire...a field
watch on the eating habits of 'stoned' apes and chimpanzees - these
adventures are all a part of ethnobotanist Terence McKenna's extraordinary
quest to discover the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge. He wonders why, as a
species, we are so fascinated by altered states of consciousness. Can they
reveal something about our origins as human beings and our place in nature?
As an odyssey of mind, body and spirit, Food of the Gods is one of the most
fascinating and surprising histories of consciousness ever written. And as a
daring work of scholarship and exploration, it offers an inspiring vision for
individual fulfilment and a humane basis for our interaction which each other
and with the natural world.
Is Santa Claus really a magic mushroom in disguise? Was Alice's Adventures in
Wonderland a thinly veiled psychedelic mushroom odyssey? Did mushroom tea
kick-start ancient Greek philosophy? Much stranger than the fictions it has
inspired, the world of the magic mushroom is a place where shamans and
hippies rub shoulders with psychiatrists, poets and international bankers. The
magic mushroom was rediscovered only fifty years ago but has accumulated all
sorts of folktales and urban legends along the way. In this timely and definitive
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study, Andy Letcher strips away the myths to get at the true story of how
hallucinogenic mushrooms, once shunned in the West as the most pernicious of
poisons, came to be the illicit drug of choice. Chronicling the history of the
magic mushroom, from its use by the Aztecs of Central America and the tribes
of Siberia through to the present day, Letcher takes a critical and humorous
look at the drug's more recent manifestations. Since the 1970s scientists and
others in major Western nations, the United States and the United Kingdom in
particular, have identified hundreds of hallucinogenic species, isolated their
active ingredients, learned how to cultivate them on an industrial scale, and
spread them around the world. More than any other civilization that has come
before us, and despite all the myths we have built, we, by all rights, are the
true magic mushroom enthusiasts. Informative, lively and impeccably
researched, Shroom presents a unique and engaging study of this most
extraordinary of psychedelic drugs.
America had a radically different relationship with drugs a century ago. Drug
prohibitions were few, and while alcohol was considered a menace, the public
regularly consumed substances that are widely demonized today. Heroin was
marketed by Bayer Pharmaceuticals, and marijuana was available as a tincture
of cannabis sold by Parke Davis and Company. Exploring how this rather
benign relationship with psychoactive drugs was transformed into one of
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confusion and chaos, The Cult of Pharmacology tells the dramatic story of
how, as one legal drug after another fell from grace, new pharmaceutical
substances took their place. Whether Valium or OxyContin at the pharmacy,
cocaine or meth purchased on the street, or alcohol and tobacco from the
corner store, drugs and drug use proliferated in twentieth-century America
despite an escalating war on “drugs.” Richard DeGrandpre, a past fellow of the
National Institute on Drug Abuse and author of the best-selling book Ritalin
Nation, delivers a remarkably original interpretation of drugs by examining the
seductive but ill-fated belief that they are chemically predestined to be either
good or evil. He argues that the determination to treat the medically
sanctioned use of drugs such as Miltown or Seconal separately from the illicit
use of substances like heroin or ecstasy has blinded America to how drugs are
transformed by the manner in which a culture deals with them. Bringing forth a
wealth of scientific research showing the powerful influence of social and
psychological factors on how the brain is affected by drugs, DeGrandpre
demonstrates that psychoactive substances are not angels or demons
irrespective of why, how, or by whom they are used. The Cult of
Pharmacology is a bold and necessary new account of America’s complex
relationship with drugs.
Truffle
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On the Trail of an Underground America
The Cult of Pharmacology
Entangled Life
The Harvard Psychedelic Club
The Wild Kindness
Magic Mushrooms in Religion and Alchemy
An incredibly versatile cooking ingredient containing an abundance of vitamins,
minerals, and possibly cancer-fighting properties, mushrooms are among the
most expensive and sought-after foods on the planet. Yet when it comes to fungi,
culinary uses are only the tip of the iceberg. Throughout history fungus has been
prized for its diverse properties—medicinal, ecological, even recreational—and
has spawned its own quirky subculture dedicated to exploring the weird biology
and celebrating the unique role it plays on earth. In Mycophilia, accomplished
food writer and cookbook author Eugenia Bone examines the role of fungi as
exotic delicacy, curative, poison, and hallucinogen, and ultimately discovers that
a greater understanding of fungi is key to facing many challenges of the 21st
century. Engrossing, surprising, and packed with up-to-date science and cultural
exploration, Mycophilia is part narrative and part primer for foodies, science
buffs, environmental advocates, and anyone interested in learning a lot about
one of the least understood and most curious organisms in nature.
Is Santa Claus really a magic mushroom in disguise? Was Alice in Wonderland a
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thinly veiled psychedelic mushroom odyssey? Did mushroom tea kick-start
ancient Greek philosophy? The 'magic mushroom' was only rediscovered fifty
years ago, but has accumulated all sorts of folktales and urban legends along the
way. In this timely and definitive study, Andy Letcher strips away the myths to
get at the true story of how hallucinogenic mushrooms, once shunned in the West
as the most pernicious of poisons, came to be the illicit drug of choice.
Reveals evidence of visionary plants in Christianity and the life of Jesus found in
medieval art and biblical scripture--hidden in plain sight for centuries • Follows
the authors’ anthropological adventure discovering sacred mushroom images in
European and Middle Eastern churches, including Roslyn Chapel and Chartres •
Provides color photos showing how R. Gordon Wasson’s psychedelic theory of
religion clearly extends to Christianity and reveals why Wasson suppressed this
information due to his secret relationship with the Vatican • Examines the Bible
and the Gnostic Gospels to show that visionary plants were the catalyst for
Jesus’s awakening to his divinity and immortality Throughout medieval
Christianity, religious works of art emerged to illustrate the teachings of the Bible
for the largely illiterate population. What, then, is the significance of the
psychoactive mushrooms hiding in plain sight in the artwork and icons of many
European and Middle-Eastern churches? Does Christianity have a psychedelic
history? Providing stunning visual evidence from their anthropological journey
throughout Europe and the Middle East, including visits to Roslyn Chapel and
Chartres Cathedral, authors Julie and Jerry Brown document the role of visionary
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plants in Christianity. They retrace the pioneering research of R. Gordon Wasson,
the famous “sacred mushroom seeker,” on psychedelics in ancient Greece and
India, and among the present-day reindeer herders of Siberia and the Mazatecs of
Mexico. Challenging Wasson’s legacy, the authors reveal his secret relationship
with the Vatican that led to Wasson’s refusal to pursue his hallucinogen theory
into the hallowed halls of Christianity. Examining the Bible and the Gnostic
Gospels, the authors provide scriptural support to show that sacred mushrooms
were the inspiration for Jesus’ revelation of the Kingdom of Heaven and that he
was initiated into these mystical practices in Egypt during the Missing Years.
They contend that the Trees of Knowledge and of Immortality in Eden were sacred
mushrooms. Uncovering the role played by visionary plants in the origins of JudeoChristianity, the authors invite us to rethink what we know about the life of Jesus
and to consider a controversial theory that challenges us to explore these sacred
pathways to the divine.
This collection of essays, written by the poster boy of 1960s counterculture,
describes the psychological journey Timothy Leary made in the years following his
dismissal from Harvard, as his psychedelic research moved from the scientific to
the religious arena. He discusses the nature of religious experience and eight
crafts of God, including God as hedonic artist. Leary also examines the Tibetan,
Buddhist, and Taoist experiences. In the final chapters, he explores man as god
and LSD as sacrament.
Everything You Need to Know About Magic Mushrooms From History to Medical
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Perspective. A Real Guide to Cultivation and Safe Use
The Search for the Original Tree of Knowledge : a Radical History of Plants, Drugs
and Human Evolution
The Secret History of Hallucinogens in Christianity
Entheogens and the Future of Religion
What the New Science of Psychedelics Teaches Us About Consciousness, Dying,
Addiction, Depression, and Transcendence
Judgment Day
A Yaqui Way of Knowledge

This captivating new tarot deck draws us into the vibrant but often hidden
world of English magic, evoking a golden age of mysticism when John Dee
was Queen Elizabeth's Court Astrologer, antiquarian John Aubrey
rediscovered ancient sacred sites, and the great physicist Isaac Newton
studied alchemy. The English Magic Tarot places the cards in the colorful
yet turbulent period of English history that stretches from the time of Henry
VIII to the Restoration. During this time of upheaval archetypal forces were
very much at play, making this a perfect setting for the cards. Brought to
you by renowned artist Rex Van Ryn, colorist Stephen Dooley, and writer
Andy Letcher, this deck has a dynamic, graphic style. There are unique
twists to some of the traditional images, with riddles, references, and lore
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buried within them that will draw users ever deeper into the mystery and
meaning of the cards. The first deck of its kind to draw explicitly on the
English magical tradition, The English Magic Tarot opens up a rich new
pathway into the cards that will delight novice and experienced tarot users
alike.
This book is the story of how three brilliant scholars and one ambitious
freshman crossed paths in the early sixties at a Harvard-sponsored
psychedelic-drug research project, transforming their lives and American
culture and launching the mind/body/spirit movement that inspired the
explosion of yoga classes, organic produce, and alternative medicine. The
four men came together in a time of upheaval and experimentation, and
their exploration of an expanded consciousness set the stage for the
social, spiritual, sexual, and psychological revolution of the 1960s. Timothy
Leary would be the rebellious trickster, the premier proponent of the
therapeutic and spiritual benefits of LSD, advising a generation to "turn on,
tune in, and drop out." Richard Alpert would be the seeker, traveling to
India and returning to America as Ram Dass, reborn as a spiritual leader
with his "Be Here Now" mantra, inspiring a restless army of spiritual
pilgrims. Huston Smith would be the teacher, practicing every world
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religion, introducing the Dalai Lama to the West, and educating generations
of Americans to adopt a more tolerant, inclusive attitude toward other
cultures' beliefs. And young Andrew Weil would be the healer, becoming
the undisputed leader of alternative medicine, devoting his life to the
holistic reformation of the American health care system. It was meant to be
a time of joy, of peace, and of love, but behind the scenes lurked
backstabbing, jealousy, and outright betrayal. In spite of their personal
conflicts, the members of the Harvard Psychedelic Club would forever
change the way Americans view religion and practice medicine, and the
very way we look at body and soul.
Amidst a ravaged land and mutated monsters known as xenogentics, a
little mushroom gains sentience. An Zhe, who is secretly a xenogentic,
must deceive famed executioner Lu Feng and enter the City where he'll risk
everything in search of his spore--a missing piece of himself he's willing to
die to retrieve in order to be whole again.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • A “brilliant [and] entrancing” (The
Guardian) journey into the hidden lives of fungi—the great connectors of the
living world—and their astonishing and intimate roles in human life, with the
power to heal our bodies, expand our minds, and help us address our most
Page 16/36

Download File PDF Shroom A Cultural History Of The Magic Mushroom
urgent environmental problems. “Grand and dizzying in how thoroughly it
recalibrates our understanding of the natural world.”—Ed Yong, author of I
Contain Multitudes ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR—Time, BBC
Science Focus, The Daily Mail, Geographical, The Times, The Telegraph,
New Statesman, London Evening Standard, Science Friday When we think
of fungi, we likely think of mushrooms. But mushrooms are only fruiting
bodies, analogous to apples on a tree. Most fungi live out of sight, yet make
up a massively diverse kingdom of organisms that supports and sustains
nearly all living systems. Fungi provide a key to understanding the planet
on which we live, and the ways we think, feel, and behave. In Entangled
Life, the brilliant young biologist Merlin Sheldrake shows us the world from
a fungal point of view, providing an exhilarating change of perspective.
Sheldrake’s vivid exploration takes us from yeast to psychedelics, to the
fungi that range for miles underground and are the largest organisms on
the planet, to those that link plants together in complex networks known as
the “Wood Wide Web,” to those that infiltrate and manipulate insect bodies
with devastating precision. Fungi throw our concepts of individuality and
even intelligence into question. They are metabolic masters, earth makers,
and key players in most of life’s processes. They can change our minds,
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heal our bodies, and even help us remediate environmental disaster. By
examining fungi on their own terms, Sheldrake reveals how these
extraordinary organisms—and our relationships with them—are changing our
understanding of how life works. Winner of the Wainwright Prize, the Royal
Society Science Book Prize, and the Guild of Food Writers Award •
Shortlisted for the British Book Award • Longlisted for the Rathbones Folio
Prize
Psilocybin Mushrooms
The Psychedelic Gospels
The Fungal Pharmacy
Easy Indoor & Outdoor Cultivation
Shroom
Mycophilia
Brian Blomerth's Mycelium Wassonii
One of the key enigmas of cultural history has been the identity of a sacred plant called
Soma in the ancient Rig Veda of India. Mr. Wasson has aroused considerable attention in
learned circles and beyond by advancing and documenting the thesis that Soma was a
hallucinogenic mushroom - none other than the Amanita muscaria, the fly-agaric that
until recent times was the centre of shamanic rites among the Siberian and Uralic
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tribesmen. In his presentation he throws fascinating light on the role of mushrooms in
religious ritual. A section on the post-Vedic history of Soma is contributed by the Sanskrit
scholar Wendy Doniger O'Flaherty.Brian C. Muraresku in his best selling book, The
Immortality Key: The Secret History Of The Religion With No Name, used Robert
Gordon Wassons work: Soma The Divine Mushroom Of Immortality as one of his
research tools. Brian C. Muraresku's book features a brilliant Foreword by Graham
Hancock, the New York Times bestselling author of America Before: The Key to Earth's
Lost Civilization. Amanita muscaria or the Fly Agaric is not a well-known mushroom
based on its scientific name or common name. Yet, the picture on the left, of this
mushroom, will probably be familiar to the reader. In recent time, it is the mushroom that
has been adopted as the "prototype" mushroom in western cultures. Its image can be seen
in Christmas and greeting cards, children's stories, science fiction and fantasy
illustrations, and in mushroom models. There has even been a great deal made of its
connections with Christmas, but probably too much has been made of this connection and
different interpretations of this theory is available. However, it is more than just a "pretty
mushroom". It is a species that is thought to have had tremendous impact on some of
today's cultures for at least four thousand years and has been thought by some to be at the
root of the origin of some of today's religions. In 1968, Gordon Wasson put forth the
concept that this mushroom was the "plant" that was referred to as Soma, in his now
much cited "Soma, Divine Mushroom of Immortality". Wasson believed Soma was the
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mushroom that was utilized in religious ceremonies, over 4000 years ago, before the
beginning of our Christian era, by the people who called themselves "Aryans". Wasson
also believed the hallucinogenic properties of the A. muscaria to be the cause of the
"ecstasy" described in the Rig Veda, the holy book of the Hindu.
Since the mid-1950s, the psychoactive compound DMT has attracted the attention of
experimentalists and prohibitionists, scientists and artists, alchemists and hyperspace
emissaries. While most known as a crucial component of the “jungle alchemy” that is
ayahuasca, DMT is a unique story unto itself. Until now, this story has remained untold.
Mystery School in Hyperspace is the first book to delve into the history of this substance,
the discovery of its properties, and the impact it has had on poets, artists, and musicians.
DMT has appeared at crucial junctures in countercultural history. William Burroughs was
jacking the spice in Tangier at the turn of the 1960s. It was present at the meeting between
Ken Kesey's Merry Pranksters and Tim Leary's associates. It guided the inception of the
Grateful Dead in 1965. It showed up in Berkeley in the same year, falling into the hands of
Terence McKenna, who would eventually become its champion in the post-rave neopsychedelic movement of the 1990s. Its indole vapor drifted through Portugal's Boom
Festival and has been evident at Nevada's Burning Man, where DMT has been adopted as
spiritual technology supplying shape, color, and depth to a visionary art movement. The
growing prevalence of use is evident in a vast networked independent research culture,
and in its impact on fiction, film, music and metaphysics. As this book traces the effect of
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DMT's release into the cultural bloodstream, the results should be of great interest to
contemporary readers. The book permits a broad reading audience to join ongoing debates
in studies in consciousness and theology where the brain is held to be either a generator or
a receiver of consciousness. The implications of the "spirit molecule" or "the brain's own
psychedelic" among other theories illustrate that DMT may lift the lid on the Pandora's
Box of consciousness. Features a foreword by Dennis McKenna, cover art by Beau Deeley,
and thirty color illustrations by various artists, including Alex Grey, Android Jones,
Martina Hoffmann, Luke Brown, Carey Thompson, Adam Scott Miller, Randal Roberts,
along with Jay Bryan, Cyb, Orryelle Defenestrate-Bascule, Art Van D'lay, Stuart Griggs,
Jay Lincoln, Gwyllm Llwydd, Shiptu Shaboo, Marianna Stelmach, and Mister Strange.
Regarded as the “nightmare hallucinogen” or celebrated as the “spirit molecule,” labelled
“psychotogenic” or “entheogenic,” considered a dangerous drug or the suspected X-factor
in the evolution of consciousness, DMT is a powerful enigma. Documenting the scientists
and artists drawn into its sphere of influence, navigating the liminal aesthetics of the
“breakthrough” experience, tracing the novum of “hyperspace” in esoteric and science
fiction currents, Mystery School in Hyperspace excavates the significance of this
enigmatic phenomenon in the modern world. Exposing a great many myths, this cultural
history reveals how DMT has had a beneficial influence on the lives of those belonging to a
vast underground network whose reports and initiatives expose drug war propaganda and
shine a light in the shadows. This conversation is highly relevant at a time when significant
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advances are being made to lift the moratorium on human research with psychedelics.
A Working History of Working Girls (and Guys) Have you ever wondered how Heidi
Fleiss came to be the face of upscale prostitution or if Casanova really was the world's
greatest lover? How about why Latin playboy Rubi Rubirosa got the nickname "The Ding
Dong Daddy"? Anything but judgmental, Whore Stories sheds light on one of our more
stigmatized icons: The Prostitute. Featuring the true stories of famous streetwalkers, call
girls, rent boys, and go-go dancers, this book offers a revealing look at the men and women
who have blazed the bawdy trail of prostitution since the dawn of time. While you may
think that you know everything about this occupation, Whore Stories includes plenty of
details and even celebrities, such as Maya Angelou and Bob Dylan, that will leave you in
awe. From private schools and child preachers to mime fantasies and unfortunate
amputations, this book uncovers the truth behind the world's oldest profession.
First genuinely up-to-date guide to psychedelic mushroom cultivation in years, containing
information on both indoor and outdoor varieties. Contains step-by-step photographs and
illustrations with detailed directions for the cultivation of four different psilocybin
species, a resource guide for supplies and an introduction to mushroom biology, plus
essays on the use of psychoactive mushrooms in traditional and modern contexts and
ethnobotanical advice exploring medicinal use and the plant-human relationship.
Fantastic Fungi
The Mushroom Cultivator
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Your Brain Is God
The English Magic Tarot
The Sacred Mushroom and the Cross
The Mushroom Hunters
A Brief Compendium of Mushroom Lore
“A go-to guide for anyone who loves to hunt or cook with wild
mushrooms . . . everything from jams and soups to jerky and pasta
dishes.” —Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Get ready to fall in love with wild
mushrooms! Absolutely everything you need to know to make mushrooming
a lifestyle choice, from finding, storing, preserving, and preparing
common and unusual species. Packed with content and lore from more
than 20 skilled foragers around the country, Wild Mushrooms will help
mushroom hunters successfully utilize their harvest, and includes
practical information on transporting, cleaning, and preserving their
finds. One of the best things about cooking wild mushrooms is that
every time you open your dried caches, their unique aroma recalls
your foraging experience creating an immediate and visceral
connection back to the forest. There is no finer way to appreciate
food. You will not only learn the best ways to locate, clean,
collect, and preserve your mushrooms from the experts, the book will
also discuss safety and edibility, preservation techniques, mushroom
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sections and flavor profiles, and more. Recipes (115 in total) are
categorized by mushroom species. They include: Smoked Marinated Wild
Mushrooms Black Trumpet, Blood Orange, and Beet Salad Maitake Beef
Stew Candy Cap and Walnut Scones Baked Brie with Chanterelle Jam
Porcini with Braised Pork Medallions Yellowfoot Mushroom Tart And
more! From pickling to rich duxelles, soups, salads, and even
mushroom teas, tinctures, jams, and ice cream, these recipes and
invaluable insider tips will delight everyone from the most
discerning mycophiles to brand new fungus fanatics. “Whether you get
your mushrooms from the supermarket or the forest floor, a worthy
addition to your library.” —Star Tribune
In The Fungal Pharmacy, noted herbalist Robert Rogers introduces
readers to more than 300 species of medicinal mushrooms and lichens
found in North America. These fungi, Rogers explains, have the
capacity to heal both the body and, through the process of mycoremediation, the planet itself. Throughout the book, he documents
their success in optimizing the immune system and treating a wide
range of acute and chronic diseases, including cardiovascular,
respiratory, and liver problems, blood sugar disorders, cancer, and
obesity. Entries discuss the mushroom or lichen’s medicinal traits
and properties, including active chemical components, preparation
methods (including extracts, essences, and essential oils), and
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historical as well as modern-day usage. Two hundred full-color photos
and thorough descriptions make identification easy for the reader.
Rogers also delves into the cultural, religious, and literary
significance of each mushroom, featuring fascinating tidbits about
each one’s etymology and history.
An illustrated account R. Gordon and Valentina Wasson, the pioneering
scientist couple responsible for popularizing the use of psychedelic
mushrooms.
An illustrated foray into the hidden truth about the use of
psychoactive mushrooms to connect with the divine. • Draws parallels
between Vedic beliefs and Judeo-Christian sects, showing the
existence of a mushroom cult that crossed cultural boundaries. •
Contends that the famed philosophers' stone of the alchemist was a
metaphor for the mushroom. • Confirms and extends Robert Gordon
Wasson's hypothesis of the role of the fly agaric mushroom in
generating religious visions. Rejecting arguments that the elusive
philosophers' stone of alchemy and the Hindu elixir of life were mere
legend, Clark Heinrich provides a strong case that Amanita muscaria,
the fly agaric mushroom, played this role in world religious history.
Working under the assumption that this "magic mushroom" was the
mysterious food and drink of the gods, Heinrich traces its use in
Vedic and Puranic religion, illustrating how ancient cultures used
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the powerful psychedelic in esoteric rituals meant to bring them into
direct contact with the divine. He then shows how the same mushroom
symbols found in Hindu scriptures correspond perfectly to the symbols
of ancient Judaism, Christianity, the Grail myths, and alchemy,
arguing that miraculous stories as disparate as the burning bush of
Moses and the raising of Lazarus from the dead can be easily
explained by the use of this strange and powerful mushroom. While
acknowledging the speculative nature of his work, Heinrich concludes
that in many religious cultures and traditions the fly agaric
mushroom--and in some cases ergot or psilocybin mushrooms--had a
fundamental influence in teaching humans about the nature of God. His
insightful book truly brings new light to the religious history of
humanity.
Whore Stories
A Cookbook and Foraging Guide
How Fungi Make Our Worlds, Change Our Minds & Shape Our Futures
Soma Divine Mushroom of Immortality
In Search of Mycotopia
How to Change Your Mind
On the Possibility of Life in Capitalist Ruins

This book is the first published statement of the fruits of some years' work of a largely
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philological nature. It presents a new appreciation of the relationship of the languages of
the ancient world and the implication of this advance for our understanding of the Bible
and of the origins of Christianity.
Learn. Prepare. Trip. Transform! With so much misinformation surrounding magic
mushrooms out there, it can be hard to separate fact from fiction. This is where Your
Psilocybin Mushroom Companion comes in to help. In this book, you’ll find a
comprehensive yet friendly guide to everything there is to know about magic mushrooms.
Learn how to plan safe, effective trips with easy-to-follow step-by-step advice. Discover
how to train a guide to take care of those on psychedelic voyages, as well as how to
access the transformative nature of these experiences. Even learn how microdosing can
improve your mood, cognitive functioning, creativity, physical stamina, and more. With
the most up-to-date research, Your Psilocybin Mushroom Companion will put magic
mushrooms into perspective, dispel myths and urban legends, and open your mind to the
benefits of psychedelic tripping.
THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER As seen on The Joe Rogan Experience! A
groundbreaking dive into the role psychedelics have played in the origins of Western
civilization, and the real-life quest for the Holy Grail that could shake the Church to its
foundations. The most influential religious historian of the 20th century, Huston Smith,
once referred to it as the "best-kept secret" in history. Did the Ancient Greeks use drugs
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to find God? And did the earliest Christians inherit the same, secret tradition? A
profound knowledge of visionary plants, herbs and fungi passed from one generation to
the next, ever since the Stone Age? There is zero archaeological evidence for the original
Eucharist – the sacred wine said to guarantee life after death for those who drink the
blood of Jesus. The Holy Grail and its miraculous contents have never been found. In the
absence of any hard data, whatever happened at the Last Supper remains an article of
faith for today’s 2.5 billion Christians. In an unprecedented search for answers, The
Immortality Key examines the archaic roots of the ritual that is performed every Sunday
for nearly one third of the planet. Religion and science converge to paint a radical
picture of Christianity’s founding event. And after centuries of debate, to solve history’s
greatest puzzle. Before the birth of Jesus, the Ancient Greeks found salvation in their own
sacraments. Sacred beverages were routinely consumed as part of the so-called Ancient
Mysteries – elaborate rites that led initiates to the brink of death. The best and brightest
from Athens and Rome flocked to the spiritual capital of Eleusis, where a holy beer
unleashed heavenly visions for two thousand years. Others drank the holy wine of
Dionysus to become one with the god. In the 1970s, renegade scholars claimed this beer
and wine – the original sacraments of Western civilization – were spiked with mindaltering drugs. In recent years, vindication for the disgraced theory has been quietly
mounting in the laboratory. The constantly advancing fields of archaeobotany and
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archaeochemistry have hinted at the enduring use of hallucinogenic drinks in antiquity.
And with a single dose of psilocybin, the psychopharmacologists at Johns Hopkins and
NYU are now turning self-proclaimed atheists into instant believers. But the smoking gun
remains elusive. If these sacraments survived for thousands of years in our remote
prehistory, from the Stone Age to the Ancient Greeks, did they also survive into the age of
Jesus? Was the Eucharist of the earliest Christians, in fact, a psychedelic Eucharist?
With an unquenchable thirst for evidence, Muraresku takes the reader on his twelve-year
global hunt for proof. He tours the ruins of Greece with its government archaeologists.
He gains access to the hidden collections of the Louvre to show the continuity from pagan
to Christian wine. He unravels the Ancient Greek of the New Testament with the world’s
most controversial priest. He spelunks into the catacombs under the streets of Rome to
decipher the lost symbols of Christianity’s oldest monuments. He breaches the secret
archives of the Vatican to unearth manuscripts never before translated into English. And
with leads from the archaeological chemists at UPenn and MIT, he unveils the first
scientific data for the ritual use of psychedelic drugs in classical antiquity. The
Immortality Key reconstructs the suppressed history of women consecrating a forbidden,
drugged Eucharist that was later banned by the Church Fathers. Women who were then
targeted as witches during the Inquisition, when Europe’s sacred pharmacology largely
disappeared. If the scientists of today have resurrected this technology, then Christianity
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is in crisis. Unless it returns to its roots. Featuring a Foreword by Graham Hancock, the
NYT bestselling author of America Before.
A culinary and natural history of mushroom foraging subculture juxtaposes the
experiences of savvy mushroom-hunting iconoclasts and loners against the high-priced
capitalism of four-star kitchens.
A Revealing History of the World's Oldest Profession
Wild Mushrooms
The Secret History of the Religion with No Name
An Informative, Easy-to-Use Guide to Understanding Magic Mushrooms—From Tips and
Trips to Microdosing and Psychedelic Therapy
Magic Mushrooms Around the World
A Cultural History of the Magic Mushroom
The Psilocybin Connection
Become an Expert on Magic Mushrooms and Find Why Our Ancestors Used
Them for Healing! Have you heard about magic mushrooms and their amazing
healing properties? Do you want to learn more about psilocybin, a natural
psychedelic compound of mushrooms? Are you looking for a comprehensive
guide on the biological and chemical properties of magic mushrooms? This book
presents the complete cultural history of psilocybin mushrooms, from prehistory
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to modern times. It also systematically presents psilocybin's medical, chemical
and healing properties. Magic mushrooms have unfortunately been wrongly
presented in the media. Some abuse it, by using it as a psychedelic drug, and
these are the stories that the media most often cover. However, there have been
many scientific experiments and research that have proven the healing properties
of these mushrooms. Magic mushrooms psilocybin carries a powerful and
therapeutic effect and is used for successful treating of chronic diseases such as
cancer and various cardiovascular problems. Some research has even proved
that magic mushrooms can successfully treat anxiety, depression, PTSD and
other mental issues. So if you want to know how to recognize magic mushrooms,
grow them in your home, and use them to improve your health, this is the only
book you'll need! Here's what else you'll learn: How our ancestors used these
mushrooms to utilize their many psychedelic and healing properties Classification
of magic mushrooms, their life cycle and how they reproduce The natural habitats
of psilocybin mushrooms on every continent Growing magic mushrooms at your
home - methods, conditions, and strategies Instructions for identifying magic
mushrooms and recognizing potentially dangerous ones Molecular and chemical
structures of mushrooms with a description of their physical and mental effects
The legal status of magic mushrooms in different parts of the world How to use a
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magic mushrooms spores A list of most common species of psilocybin
mushrooms of the world And much more! Using psilocybin mushrooms for health
benefits is completely safe, and you won't be in any danger of overdosing.
However, you will need to know exactly how much mushrooms to consume and
which ones are safe. This book will make sure you avoid common mistakes and
have a pleasant, safe and healthful experience. So Scroll up, click on "Buy Now
with 1-Click", and Get Your Magic Mushrooms Book, Now!
“Mushrooms are having a moment. [A] natural sequel for the many readers who
enjoyed Merlin Sheldrake’s Entangled Life.”—Library Journal “Bierend writes with
sensual verve and specificity, enthusiasm, and humor. . . . [He] introduces us to
the staggering variety of mushrooms, their mystery, their funk, and the way they
captivate our imaginations.”—The Boston Globe “Nothing is impossible if you
bring mushrooms into your life, and reading this book is a great way to begin your
journey.”—Tradd Cotter, author of Organic Mushroom Farming and
Mycoremediation From ecology to fermentation, in pop culture and in
medicine—mushrooms are everywhere. With an explorer’s eye, author Doug
Bierend guides readers through the weird, wonderful world of fungi and the
amazing mycological movement. In Search of Mycotopia introduces us to an
incredible, essential, and oft-overlooked kingdom of life—fungi—and all the
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potential it holds for our future, through the work and research being done by an
unforgettable community of mushroom-mad citizen scientists and microbe
devotees. This entertaining and mind-expanding book will captivate readers who
are curious about the hidden worlds and networks that make up our planet.
Bierend uncovers a vanguard of mycologists: growers, independent researchers,
ecologists, entrepreneurs, and amateur enthusiasts exploring and advocating for
fungi’s capacity to improve and heal. From decontaminating landscapes and
waterways to achieving food security, In Search of Mycotopia demonstrates how
humans can work with fungi to better live with nature—and with one another.
“Comprehensive and enthusiastic. . . . This fascinating, informative look into a
unique subculture and the fungi at its center is a real treat.”—Publishers Weekly
“If you enjoyed Merlin Sheldrake’s Entangled Life . . . I highly recommend this
book. . . . In the vein of Louis Theroux, Bierend journeys deep in the wonderfully
strange subculture of the mushroom-mad.”—Idler magazine "Engaging and
entertaining. . . .Bierend proves his skill as a science journalist through interviews
and experiences shared with mushroom experts and citizen scientists."—Choice
Companion to the film Fantastic Fungi. Contributions from Michael Pollan,
Andrew Weil, Eugenia Bone, and many more expterts make Fantastic Fungi an
awe-inspiring visual journey through the exotic, little-known realm of fungi and its
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amazing potential to positively influence our lives. An all-star team of professional
and amateur mycologists, artists, foodies, ecologists, doctors, and explorers
joined forces with time-lapse master Louie Schwartzberg to create Fantastic
Fungi, the life-affirming, mind-bending film about mushrooms and their
mysterious interwoven rootlike filaments called mycelium. What this team reveals
will blow your mind and possibly save the planet. This visually compelling
companion book of the same name, edited by preeminent mycologist Paul
Stamets, will expand upon the film in every way through extended transcripts,
new essays and interviews, and additional facts about the fantastic realm of
fungi. Fantastic Fungi is at the forefront of a mycological revolution that is quickly
going mainstream. In this book, learn about the incredible communication
network of mycelium under our feet, which has the proven ability to restore the
planet’s ecosystems, repair our health, and resurrect our symbiotic relationship
with nature. Fantastic Fungi aspires to educate and inspire the reader in three
critical areas: First, the text showcases research that reveals mushrooms as a
viable alternative to Western pharmacology. Second, it explores studies pointing
to mycelium as a solution to our gravest environmental challenges. And, finally, it
details fungi’s marvelous proven ability to shift consciousness. Motivating both
the visually stunning film and this follow-up book is an urgent mission to change
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human consciousness and restore our planet.
A funny, lyrically brilliant memoir of learning to grow psychedelic mushrooms and
discovering the vast power of mycelium wisdom and medicine.
How America Became the World’s Most Troubled Drug Culture
A Scientific Journey Across Cultures and Time : the Case for Challenging
Research and Value Systems
The Poisonous Mushroom
How Timothy Leary, Ram Dass, Huston Smith, and Andrew Weil Killed the Fifties
and Ushered in a New Age for America
Being an Account of the Author's Extraordinary Adventures in the Devil's Paradis
Psychedelics, the Transformation of Consciousness, and Evolution on the
Planet-- An Integral Approach
Citizen Science, Fungi Fanatics, and the Untapped Potential of Mushrooms
This mesmerizing, surreal account of the bizarre adventures of Terence McKenna, his brother Dennis,
and a small band of their friends, is a wild ride of exotic experience and scientific inquiry. Exploring
the Amazon Basin in search of mythical shamanic hallucinogens, they encounter a host of unusual
characters -- including a mushroom, a flying saucer, pirate Mantids from outer space, an appearance
by James and Nora Joyce in the guise of poultry, and translinguistic matter -- and discover the missing
link in the development of human consciousness and language.
A Cultural History of DMT
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A Psilocybin Odyssey
Fungipedia
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