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Economics has the capacity to offer us deep insights into some of the most formidable problems of life, and offer solutions to them too. Combining a global
approach with examples from everyday life, Partha Dasgupta describes the lives of two children who live very different lives in different parts of the world:
in the Mid-West USA and in Ethiopia. He compares the obstacles facing them, and the processes that shape their lives, their families, and their futures. He
shows how economics uncovers these processes, finds explanations for them, and how it forms policies and solutions. Along the way, Dasgupta provides an
intelligent and accessible introduction to key economic factors and concepts such as individual choices, national policies, efficiency, equity, development,
sustainability, dynamic equilibrium, property rights, markets, and public goods. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
In this provocative but balanced essay, Kenneth Minogue discusses the development of politics from the ancient world to the twentieth century. He prompts
us to consider why political systems evolve, how politics offers both power and order in our society, whether democracy is always a good thing, and what
future politics may have in the twenty-first century. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
This Very Short Introduction provides an analytical narrative of the main events and developments in Soviet Russia between 1917 and 1936. It examines
the impact of the revolution on society as a whole—on different classes, ethnic groups, the army, men and women, youth. Its central concern is to understand
how one structure of domination was replaced by another. The book registers the primacy of politics, but situates political developments firmly in the
context of massive economic, social, and cultural change. Since the fall of Communism there has been much reflection on the significance of the Russian
Revolution. The book rejects the currently influential, liberal interpretation of the revolution in favour of one that sees it as rooted in the contradictions of a
backward society which sought modernization and enlightenment and ended in political tyranny. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
Documentary film can encompass anything from Robert Flaherty's pioneering ethnography Nanook of the North to Michael Moore's anti-Iraq War polemic
Fahrenheit 9/11, from Dziga Vertov's artful Soviet propaganda piece Man with a Movie Camera to Luc Jacquet's heart-tugging wildlife epic March of the
Penguins. In this concise, crisply written guide, Patricia Aufderheide takes readers along the diverse paths of documentary history and charts the lively,
often fierce debates among filmmakers and scholars about the best ways to represent reality and to tell the truths worth telling. Beginning with an overview
of the central issues of documentary filmmaking--its definitions and purposes, its forms and founders--Aufderheide focuses on several of its key subgenres,
including public affairs films, government propaganda (particularly the works produced during World War II), historical documentaries, and nature films.
Her thematic approach allows readers to enter the subject matter through the kinds of films that first attracted them to documentaries, and it permits her to
make connections between eras, as well as revealing the ongoing nature of documentary's core controversies involving objectivity, advocacy, and bias.
Interwoven throughout are discussions of the ethical and practical considerations that arise with every aspect of documentary production. A particularly
useful feature of the book is an appended list of "100 great documentaries" that anyone with a serious interest in the genre should see. Drawing on the
author's four decades of experience as a film scholar and critic, this book is the perfect introduction not just for teachers and students but also for all
thoughtful filmgoers and for those who aspire to make documentaries themselves. About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style,
Very Short Introductions offer an introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest
contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
Public administration ensures the development and delivery of the essential public services required for sustaining modern civilization. Covering areas
from public safety and social welfare to transportation and education, the services provided through the public sector are inextricably part of our daily
lives. However, mandatory budgetary cuts in recent years have caused public administrators to radically re-think how they govern in the modern age. In
this Very Short Introduction Stella Theodoulou and Ravi Roy offer practical insight into the major challenges confronting the public sector in the
globalized era. Tackling some of the most hotly debated issues of our time, including the privatization of public services and government surveillance, they
take the reader on a global journey through history to examine the origins, development, and continued evolution of public administration. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Federalism
Heidegger: A Very Short Introduction
Socialism: A Very Short Introduction
Liberalism

The programmes that make up the welfare state vary from nation to nation and from time to
time, and the balance between markets and government, and free enterprise and social
protection is perennially in question. In contemporary political debate the welfare state seems
to be mostly viewed asa problem rather than a solution, and welfare programmes appear
constantly on the defensive. ThisVery Short Introduction describes the modern welfare state,
explaining its historical and contemporary significance and arguing that far from being 'a
failure' or 'a problem', welfare states are an essential element of contemporary capitalism, and
a vital concomitant of democratic government.In this accessible and entertaining account,
David Garland cuts through the fog of misunderstandings to explain in clear and simple terms,
what the welfare state is, how it works, and why it matters.ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, andenthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Vividly written and based on up-to-date scholarship, this title provides an interpretive overview
of the international history of the Cold War.
Populism is a central concept in the current media debates about politics and elections.
However, like most political buzzwords, the term often floats from one meaning to another,
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and both social scientists and journalists use it to denote diverse phenomena. What is
populism really? Who are the populist leaders? And what is the relationship between populism
and democracy? This book answers these questions in a simple and persuasive way, offering a
swift guide to populism in theory and practice. Cas Mudde and Cristóbal Rovira Kaltwasser
present populism as an ideology that divides society into two antagonistic camps, the "pure
people" versus the "corrupt elite," and that privileges the general will of the people above all
else. They illustrate the practical power of this ideology through a survey of representative
populist movements of the modern era: European right-wing parties, left-wing presidents in
Latin America, and the Tea Party movement in the United States. The authors delve into the
ambivalent personalities of charismatic populist leaders such as Juan Domingo Péron, H. Ross
Perot, Jean-Marie le Pen, Silvio Berlusconi, and Hugo Chávez. If the strong male leader
embodies the mainstream form of populism, many resolute women, such as Eva Péron, Pauline
Hanson, and Sarah Palin, have also succeeded in building a populist status, often by exploiting
gendered notions of society. Although populism is ultimately part of democracy, populist
movements constitute an increasing challenge to democratic politics. Comparing political
trends across different countries, this compelling book debates what the long-term
consequences of this challenge could be, as it turns the spotlight on the bewildering effect of
populism on today's political and social life.
This book covers the whole system of Socialism with Chinese Characteristics, dealing with
Deng Xiaoping’s theory, the socialist market economy, a moderately well-off (Xiaokang)
society, China’s practice and theory of socialist democracy, human rights, and Xi Jinping’s
Marxism. In short, the resolute focus is the Reform and Opening-Up. Socialism with Chinese
Characteristics is one of the most important global realities today. However, the concept and
its practice remain largely misunderstood outside China. This book sets to redress such a lack
of knowledge, by making available to non-Chinese speakers the sophisticated debates and
conclusions in China concerning socialism with Chinese Characteristics. It presents this
material in a way that is both accessible and thorough.
'Globalization' has become one of the defining buzzwords of our time - a term that describes a
variety of accelerating economic, political, cultural, ideological, and environmental processes
that are rapidly altering our experience of the world. It is by its nature a dynamic topic - and
this Very Short Introduction has been fully updated for a third edition, to include recent
developments in global politics, the global economy, and environmental issues. Presenting
globalization in accessible language as a multifaceted process encompassing global, regional,
and local aspects of social life, Manfred B. Steger looks at its causes and effects, examines
whether it is a new phenomenon, and explores the question of whether, ultimately,
globalization is a good or a bad thing. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting
and challenging topics highly readable.
Socialism with Chinese Characteristics
A Very Short Introduction
Capitalism
Socialism: a Very Short Introduction
Neoliberalism: A Very Short Introduction
The New Deal shaped our nation's politics for decades, and was seen by many as tantamount to the "American Way"
itself. Now, in this superb compact history, Eric Rauchway offers an informed account of the New Deal and the Great
Depression, illuminating its successes and failures. Rauchway first describes how the roots of the Great Depression lay in
America's post-war economic policies--described as "laissez-faire with a vengeance"--which in effect isolated our nation
from the world economy just when the world needed the United States most. He shows how the magnitude of the resulting
economic upheaval, and the ineffectiveness of the old ways of dealing with financial hardships, set the stage for
Roosevelt's vigorous (and sometimes unconstitutional) Depression-fighting policies. Indeed, Rauchway stresses that the
New Deal only makes sense as a response to this global economic disaster. The book examines a key sampling of New
Deal programs, ranging from the National Recovery Agency and the Securities and Exchange Commission, to the Public
Works Administration and Social Security, revealing why some worked and others did not. In the end, Rauchway
concludes, it was the coming of World War II that finally generated the political will to spend the massive amounts of public
money needed to put Americans back to work. And only the Cold War saw the full implementation of New Deal policies
abroad--including the United Nations, the World Bank, and the International Monetary Fund. Today we can look back at
the New Deal and, for the first time, see its full complexity. Rauchway captures this complexity in a remarkably short
space, making this book an ideal introduction to one of the great policy revolutions in history. About the Series: Oxford's
Very Short Introductions offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of subjects--from Islam to Sociology,
Politics to Classics, and Literary Theory to History. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume provides trenchant
and provocative--yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given topic. Every Very Short
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Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how it has developed and influenced
society. Whatever the area of study, whatever the topic that fascinates the reader, the series has a handy and affordable
guide that will likely prove indispensable.
In its heyday in the late 1990s, neoliberalism emerged as the world's dominant economic paradigm. But the global
financial crisis of 2008-9 fundamentally shocked a globalized economy built on neoliberal assumptions. This VSI examines
the origins, core claims, and considerable variations of neoliberalism with examples from around the world.
This title outlines the history and development of capitalism and addresses important 21st-century issues, such as New
Labour's relationship with capitalism, recent crises in capitalist systems, the significance of global capitalism, and
distinctive national models of capitalism. The word is heard and used frequently. Most people have an opinion about it.
Has capital escaped the nation-state by going global? Is it doomed? There are alternatives to capitalism, in the guises of
socialism, communal and cooperative experiments, and alternatives proposed by environmentalists.
A spirited, deeply researched exploration of why capitalism is bad for women and how, when done right, socialism leads to
economic independence, better labor conditions, better work-life balance and, yes, even better sex. In a witty, irreverent
op-ed piece that went viral, Kristen Ghodsee argued that women had better sex under socialism. The response was
tremendous -- clearly she articulated something many women had sensed for years: the problem is with capitalism, not
with us. Ghodsee, an acclaimed ethnographer and professor of Russian and East European Studies, spent years
researching what happened to women in countries that transitioned from state socialism to capitalism. She argues here
that unregulated capitalism disproportionately harms women, and that we should learn from the past. By rejecting the bad
and salvaging the good, we can adapt some socialist ideas to the 21st century and improve our lives. She tackles all
aspects of a woman's life - work, parenting, sex and relationships, citizenship, and leadership. In a chapter called
"Women: Like Men, But Cheaper," she talks about women in the workplace, discussing everything from the wage gap to
harassment and discrimination. In "What To Expect When You're Expecting Exploitation," she addresses motherhood and
how "having it all" is impossible under capitalism. Women are standing up for themselves like never before, from the
increase in the number of women running for office to the women's march to the long-overdue public outcry against sexual
harassment. Interest in socialism is also on the rise - whether it's the popularity of Bernie Sanders or the skyrocketing
membership numbers of the Democratic Socialists of America. It's become increasingly clear to women that capitalism
isn't working for us, and Ghodsee is the informed, lively guide who can show us the way forward.
Revolutions have shaped world politics for the last three hundred years. This volume shows why revolutions occur, how
they unfold, and where they created democracies and dictatorships. Jack A. Goldstone presents the history of revolutions
from America and France to the collapse of the Soviet Union, 'People Power' revolutions, and the Arab revolts.
Economics: A Very Short Introduction
The Cold War: a Very Short Introduction
A Guide for Foreigners
Revolutions: A Very Short Introduction
The Ballot Box
Having spent centuries in the shadows of its neighbours China and Japan, Korea is now the
object of considerable interest for radically different reasons-- the South as an
economic success story and for its vibrant popular culture; the North as the home to one
of the world's most repressive regimes, at once both bizarre and menacing. This Very
Short Introduction explores the history, culture, and society of a deeply divided region.
Michael Seth considers what it means to be Korean, and analyses how the various peoples
of the Korean peninsula became one of the world's most homogeneous nations, before
exploring how this nation evolved, in a single lifetime, into today's sharply contrasting
societies. He also discusses how Korea fits into the larger narrative of both East Asian
and world history, economically, politically, and socially. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas,
and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
“Katch has done the impossible: he makes socialism sexy . . . eye-opening, inspiring, and
funny . . . this book might turn you into a closet socialist” (Judah Friedlander, actor
and comedian). Opinion polls show that many people in the United States prefer socialism
to capitalism. But after being declared dead and buried for decades, socialism has come
to mean little more than something vaguely less cruel and stupid than what we have now.
That’s not exactly going to inspire millions to storm the barricades. Danny Katch brings
together the two great Marxist traditions of Karl and Groucho to provide an entertaining
and insightful introduction to what the socialist tradition has to say about democracy,
economics, and the potential of human beings to be something more than being bombdropping, planet-destroying racist fools. “The most hilarious book about socialism since
Karl Marx and his brother Harpo wrote their joke book.” —Hari Kondabolu, filmmaker and
comedian “If The Communist Manifesto and America’s Funniest Home Videos had a baby, it
would be Danny Katch’s new book. It’s a hilarious and fun way to think about what’s wrong
with our world, how it could be different, and how we might get there. Keep an extra copy
Page 3/7

Bookmark File PDF Socialism A Very Short Introduction Very Short Introductions
of Socialism . . . Seriously in your bag and hand it to the next person who asks you what
socialism is all about; as long as that person is not your boss . . . seriously.” —Brian
Jones, actor, educator, and activist “A lighthearted, easy read that packs an intro
course on socialism into a short volume. With jokes that made me laugh out loud, and a
lot of heart. Socialism is for lovers. Indeed.” —Sarah Jaffe, Belabored podcast host
There are many debates about utopia - What constitutes a utopia? Are utopias benign or
dangerous? Is the idea of utopianism essential to Christianity or heretical? What is the
relationship between utopia and ideology? This Very Short Introduction explores these
issues and examines utopianism and its history. Lyman Sargent discusses the role of
utopianism in literature, and in the development of colonies and in immigration. The idea
of utopia has become commonplace in social and political thought, both negatively and
positively. Some thinkers see a trajectory from utopia to totalitarianism with violence
an inevitable part of the mix. Others see utopia directly connected to freedom and as a
necessary element in the fight against totalitarianism. In Christianity utopia is
labelled as both heretical and as a fundamental part of Christian belief, and such
debates are also central to such fields as architecture, town and city planning, and
sociology among many others Sargent introduces and summarizes the debates over the utopia
in literature, communal studies, social and political theory, and theology. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect
way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
Preface -- Introduction: what is critical theory? -- The frankfurt school -- A matter of
method -- Critical theory and modernism -- Alienation and reification -- Enlightened
illusions -- The utopian laboratory -- The happy consciousness -- The great refusal -From resignation to renewal -- Unfinished tasks -- Further reading -- Index
"Helen Graham highlights the domestic and international context of the Spanish Civil War,
and reveals its origins in the political and cultural anxieties provoked by the rapid
modernization of Europe. Using personal narratives, she combines a powerfully human
account of the war an its aftermath with a disturbing ethical enquiry into its legacy for
the 21st century."--BOOK JACKET.
And Other Arguments for Economic Independence
Politics: A Very Short Introduction
Documentary Film: A Very Short Introduction
Human Rights
Critical Theory: a Very Short Introduction
We live today in an interconnected world in which ordinary people can became instant online celebrities to fans thousands of miles
away, in which religious leaders can influence millions globally, in which humans are altering the climate and environment, and in
which complex social forces intersect across continents. This is globalization. In the fifth edition of his bestselling Very Short
Introduction Manfred B. Steger considers the major dimensions of globalization: economic, political, cultural, ideological, and
ecological. He looks at its causes and effects, and engages with the hotly contested question of whether globalization is, ultimately, a
good or a bad thing. From climate change to the Ebola virus, Donald Trump to Twitter, trade wars to China's growing global profile,
Steger explores today's unprecedented levels of planetary integration as well as the recent challenges posed by resurgent national
populism. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
The collapse of communism was one of the most defining moments of the twentieth century. This Very Short Introduction examines
the history behind the political, economic, and social structures of communism as an ideology.
Exploring the role of socialism over the last two hundred years, Michael Newman explains its major theories, and the key challenges
facing it today. Drawing on case studies such as Bolivia and Cuba, he considers recent attempts to put socialism into practice, and
argues that it remains ultimately relevant in today's world.
Martin Heidegger (1889-1976) is probably the most divisive philosopher of the twentieth century. Considered by some to be the
greatest charlatan ever to claim the title of 'philosopher', by some as an apologist for Nazism, he was also an acknowledged leader
and central figure to many philosophers. Michael Inwood's lucid introduction to Heidegger's thought focuses on his most important
work, 'Being and Time', and its major themes of existence in the world, inauthenticity, guilt, destiny, truth, and the nature of time.
These themes are then reassessed in the light of Heidegger's later work, together with the extent of his philosophical importance and
influence. This is an invaluable guide to the complex and voluminous thought of a major twentieth-century existentialist philosopher.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Existentialism was one of the leading philosophical movements of the twentieth century. Focusing on its seven leading figures,
Sartre, Nietzsche, Heidegger, Kierkegaard, de Beauvoir, Merleau-Ponty and Camus, this Very Short Introduction provides a clear
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account of the key themes of the movement which emphasized individuality, free will, and personal responsibility in the modern
world. Drawing in the movement's varied relationships with the arts, humanism, and politics, this book clarifies the philosophy and
original meaning of 'existentialism' - which has tended to be obscured by misappropriation. Placing it in its historical context,
Thomas Flynn also highlights how existentialism is still relevant to us today. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect
way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Democracy: A Very Short Introduction
Fascism: A Very Short Introduction
The Welfare State: A Very Short Introduction
Political Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction
Marx

In this Very Short Introduction, Michael Freeden explores the concept of liberalism, one of the longest-standing and central political theories
and ideologies. Combining a variety of approaches, he distinguishes between liberalism as a political movement, as a system of ideas, and as a
series of ethical and philosophical principles.
This book examines the implications of new communication technologies in the light of the most recent work in social and cultural theory and
argues that new developments in electronic media, such as the Internet and Virtual Reality, justify the designation of a "second media age".
What is socialism? Does it have a future, or has it become an outdated ideology in the 21st century? Michael Newman examines and explains
the successes and failures of modern socialism by taking an international perspective — ranging from communism in Cuba to social democracy
in Sweden. Discussing its evolution from the industrial towns of the 19th century to its response to the feminist, green, and anti-capitalist
movements today, Newman concludes that, with its values of equality, solidarity, and cooperation, socialism remains as relevant as ever but that
it needs to learn lessons from the past. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
What is fascism? Is it revolutionary? Or is it reactionary? Can it be both? Fascism is notoriously hard to define. How do we make sense of an
ideology that appeals to streetfighters and intellectuals alike? That is overtly macho in style, yet attracts many women? That calls for a return to
tradition while maintaining a fascination with technology? And that preaches violence in the name of an ordered society? In the new edition of
this Very Short Introduction, Kevin Passmore brilliantly unravels the paradoxes of one of the most important phenomena in the modern
world—tracing its origins in the intellectual, political, and social crises of the late nineteenth century, the rise of fascism following World War I,
including fascist regimes in Italy and Germany, and the fortunes of 'failed' fascist movements in Eastern Europe, Spain, and the Americas. He
also considers fascism in culture, the new interest in transnational research, and the progress of the far right since 2002. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
No political concept is more used, and misused, than that of democracy. Nearly every regime today claims to be democratic, but not all
'democracies' allow free politics, and free politics existed long before democratic franchises. This book is a short account of the history of the
doctrine and practice of democracy, from ancient Greece and Rome through the American, French, and Russian revolutions, and of the usages
and practices associated with it in the modern world. It argues that democracy is a necessary but not a sufficient condition for good government,
and that ideas of the rule of law, and of human rights, should in some situations limit democratic claims. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are
the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Anarchism: A Very Short Introduction
The Second Media Age
Free Speech: A Very Short Introduction
Populism: A Very Short Introduction
Korea: a Very Short Introduction

Many people now think of socialism as an outdated ideology. In this Very Short
Introduction, Michael Newman seeks to contextualise it, explaining the evolution of
socialist ideas from the French Revolution to the present day, and examining why past
attempts to implement socialism might have failed. This fresh approach offers a unique
understanding of both the theory and practice involved, and how closely the two are
related. In addition to providing readers with a strong sense of socialism's relevance in
today's world, the author emphasises the inevitable close ties between socialism and
notions of democracy, freedom, and equality.
This book introduces readers to the concepts of political philosophy. It starts by
explaining why the subject is important and how it tackles basic ethical questions such
as 'how should we live together in society?' It looks at political authority, the reasons
why we need politics at all, the limitations of politics, and whether there are areas of
life that shouldn't be governed by politics. It explores the connections between
political authority and justice, a constant theme in political philosophy, and the ways
in which social justice can be used to regulate rather than destroy a market economy.
David Miller discusses why nations are the natural units of government and whether the
rise of multiculturalism and transnational co-operation will change this: will we ever
see the formation of a world government? ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
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series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly.
Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
"First published 1980 as an Oxford University Press paperback; Reissued 1996; First
published as a Very Short Introduction 2000"--Title page verso.
Is socialism desirable? Is it even possible? In this concise book, one of the world's
leading political philosophers presents with clarity and wit a compelling moral case for
socialism and argues that the obstacles in its way are exaggerated. There are times, G.
A. Cohen notes, when we all behave like socialists. On a camping trip, for example,
campers wouldn't dream of charging each other to use a soccer ball or for fish that they
happened to catch. Campers do not give merely to get, but relate to each other in a
spirit of equality and community. Would such socialist norms be desirable across society
as a whole? Why not? Whole societies may differ from camping trips, but it is still
attractive when people treat each other with the equal regard that such trips exhibit.
But, however desirable it may be, many claim that socialism is impossible. Cohen writes
that the biggest obstacle to socialism isn't, as often argued, intractable human
selfishness--it's rather the lack of obvious means to harness the human generosity that
is there. Lacking those means, we rely on the market. But there are many ways of
confining the sway of the market: there are desirable changes that can move us toward a
socialist society in which, to quote Albert Einstein, humanity has "overcome and advanced
beyond the predatory stage of human development."
Very Short Introduction Boxed Sets Books that are perfect to pop in your pocket now
packaged to make the ideal gift! Five best-selling introductions to politics from the
highly acclaimed Very Short Introductions series packaged together in a stylish box, to
give a complete introductory overview to the subject of politics -- from the development
of capitalism, the history of democracy to a succinct history of fascism, from its preFirst World War origins to the contemporary resurgence of the extreme right. Politics: A
Very Short Introduction by Kenneth Minogue ISBN-10: 0-19-285388-0/ ISBN-13:
978-0-19-285388-2 'This is a fascinating book which sketches, in a very short space, one
view of the nature of politics the reader is challenged, provoked and stimulated by
Minogue's trenchant views.' Ian Davies, Talking Politics In this provocative but balanced
essay, Kenneth Minogue discusses the development of politics from the ancient world to
the twentieth century. He prompts us to consider why political systems evolve, how
politics offers both power and order in our society, whether democracy is always a good
thing, and what future politics may have in the twenty-first century. Capitalism: A Very
Short Introduction by James Fulcher ISBN-10: 0-19-280218-6 / ISBN-13: 978-0-19-280218-7
The history and development of capitalism are discussed through three detailed and
absorbing case studies ranging from the tulipomania of seventeenth-century Holland to the
recent Enron crisis in America. Democracy: A Very Short Introduction by Bernard Crick
ISBN-10: 0-19-280250-X/ ISBN-13: 978-0-19-280250-7 A short account of the history of the
doctrine and practice of democracy, from ancient Greece and Rome through the American,
French, and Russian revolutions, and of the usages and practices associated with it in
the modern world. Socialism: A Very Short Introduction by Michael Newman ISBN-10:
0-19-280431-6 / ISBN-13: 978-0-19-280431-0 'well written and enjoyable to read.'
Socialist Review Many people now think of socialism as an outdated ideology. Michael
Newman seeks to contextualise it, explaining the evolution of socialist ideas from the
French Revolution to the present day, and examining why past attempts to implement
socialism might have failed. Fascism: A Very Short Introduction by Kevin Passmore
ISBN-10: 0-19-280155-4 / ISBN-13: 978-0-19-280155-5 'Kevin Passmore's excellent
introduction to the subject succeeds on many levels [...] There are few books by a single
author that deal with fascism as a generic phenomenon across the whole of Europe,
especially one as concise as this, and as refreshingly free of jargon and the inevitable,
interminable, typologies' Tim Kirk, Times Literary Supplement
The Spanish Civil War: A Very Short Introduction
The Russian Revolution: A Very Short Introduction
Public Administration: A Very Short Introduction
Why Women Have Better Sex Under Socialism
Socialism . . . Seriously
"The End of Socialism explores the exact nature of the practical difficulties socialism
faces and examines how its moral ideals can guide policy"-'I disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it' This
slogan, attributed to Voltaire, is frequently quoted by defenders of free speech. Yet it
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is rare to find anyone prepared to defend all expression in every circumstance,
especially if the views expressed incite violence. So where do the limits lie? What is
the real value of free speech? Here, Nigel Warburton offers a concise guide to important
questions facing modern society about the value and limits of free speech: Where should a
civilized society draw the line? Should we be free to offend other people's religion? Are
there good grounds for censoring pornography? Has the Internet changed everything? This
Very Short Introduction is a thought-provoking, accessible, and up-to-date examination of
the liberal assumption that free speech is worth preserving at any cost. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect
way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
What do anarchists want? Can anarchy ever function effectively as a political force? Is
anarchism more 'organized' and 'reasonable' than is currently perceived? Colin Ward
explains what anarchism means and who anarchists are in this illuminating and accessible
introduction to the subject.
Early Americans were suspicious of centralized authority and executive power. Casting
away the yoke of England and its king, the founding fathers shared in this distrust as
they set out to pen the Constitution. Weighing a need for consolidated leadership with a
demand for states' rights, they established a large federal republic with limited
dominion over the states, leaving most of the governing responsibility with the former
colonies. With this dual system of federalism, the national government held the powers of
war, taxation, and commerce, and the ability to pass the laws necessary to uphold these
functions. Although the federal role has grown substantially since then, states and local
governments continue to perform most of the duties in civil and criminal law, business
and professional licensing, the management of infrastructure and public services: roads,
schools, libraries, sanitation, land use and development, and etc. Despite the critical
roles of state and local governments, there is little awareness-or understanding-of the
nature and operations of the federal system. This Very Short Introduction provides a
concise overview of federalism, from its origins and evolution to the key events and
constitutional decisions that have defined its framework. Although the primary focus is
on the United States, other federal systems, including Brazil, Canada, India, Germany,
Russia, South Africa, Switzerland, and the EU, are addressed.
Today it is usually not long before a problem gets expressed as a human rights issue.
Indeed, human rights law continues to gain increasing attention internationally, and must
move quickly in order to keep up with a social world that changes so rapidly. This Very
Short Introduction, in its second edition, brings the issue of human rights up to date,
considering the current controversies surrounding the movement. Discussing torture and
arbitrary detention in the context of counter terrorism, Andrew Clapham also considers
new challenges to human rights in the context of privacy, equality and the right to
health. Looking at the philosophical justification for rights, the historical origins of
human rights and how they are formed in law, Clapham explains what our human rights
actually are, what they might be, and where the human rights movement is heading. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect
way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
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