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Techniques Of The Selling Writer
The sequel to Where the Hell is Tesla? is HERE! SOMETHING CALLED THE "BLUE
JUICE" IS COMING. FOR ALL OF US. Luckily, me (Chip Collins), Pete, Nikola Tesla,
Bobo, and FBI Agent Gina Phillips are here to kick its ass, and send it back to last
Tuesday. Maybe. Or maybe we'll fail, and everyone in the multiverse is doomed.
(Seriously, you might want to get that underground bunker ready.) Either way, I've got to
get home to Julie and find out... woah, I'm not about to tell you that right here in the book
description! TMI. WARNING: If you haven't read Where the Hell is Tesla?, I apologize
in advance, as you might get completely freaking lost. If you do, just call my apartment,
I'm usually around, and I'll fill you in. (If I'm not stuck in the ITA.) - Chip
There's more to writing a successful fantasy story than building a unique world or
inventing new magic. How exactly is a plot put together? How do you know if your idea
will support an entire novel? How do you grab reader attention and keep it? How do you
create dynamic, multi-dimensional characters? What is viewpoint and do you handle it
differently in urban fantasy than in traditional epics? What should you do if you're lost in
the middle? How do you make your plot end up where you intend it to go? From the
writing of strong, action-packed scenes to the handling of emotions, let award-winning
fantasy author Deborah Chester guide you through the process of putting a book together.
Convinced there's no need to shroud the writing process under a veil of mystery, Chester
supplies tips that are both practical and proven. They are exactly what she uses in writing
her own novels and what she teaches in her writing courses at the University of
Oklahoma. Along with explaining story construction step-by-step, Chester illustrates each
technique with examples drawn from both traditional and urban fantasy. The technique
chapters include exercises to assist novices in mastering the craft of writing fantasy as
well as suggestions for avoiding or solving plot problems. More experienced writers will
find tips for taking their work to the next level. With an introduction by author Jim
Butcher, The fantasy fiction formula provides the information you need to gain skill and
proficiency in writing fantasy like a pro.
"This pocket manual is a work book that will present how to build strong, unbreakable
bonds, and how to build rapport with anyone" -- from the author.
Techniques of the Selling WriterUniversity of Oklahoma Press
Advanced Dramatic Techniques to Attract, Engage, and Fascinate the Reader from
Beginning to End
Writing in Flow
Write Your Novel from the Middle
Organize and Revise Any Manuscript with the Book Architecture Method
A Complete Writing Course
The Modern Library Writer's Workshop
A treasure-trove of scene-writing wisdom from
author and teacher Sandra Scofield To write a
have to know the following: • Every scene has
scene has a FUNCTION in the narrative • Every
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STRUCTURE: a beginning, middle, and end • Every scene has a
PULSE The Scene Book is a fundamental guide to crafting more
effective scenes in fiction. In clear, simple language, Sandra
Scofield shows both the beginner and the seasoned writer how to
build better scenes, the underpinning of any good narrative.
A jargon-free manual on the basics of developing interesting
fictional characters Vibrant, believable characters help drive a
fictional story. Along with a clever plot, well-drawn characters
make us want to continue reading a novel or finish watching a
movie. In Creating Characters, Dwight V. Swain shows how writers
can invent interesting characters and improve them so that they
move a story along. “The core of character,” he says in chapter
1, “lies in each individual story person’s ability to care about
something; to feel implicitly or explicitly, that something is
important.” Building on that foundation—the capacity to
care—Swain takes the would-be writer step-by-step through the
fundamentals of finding and developing “characters who turn you
on.” This basic but thought-provoking how-to is a valuable tool
for both the novice and the seasoned writer.
"This book belongs on every fiction writer's bookshelf. Anyone
who has ever had a story to tell and is dying to get it down on
paper will find guidance and inspiration in GMC. The
presentation is clear, immediate, and relevant to all
writers--from novices to seasoned professionals. Experienced
author Debra Dixon has done a magnificent job of demystifying
the toughest aspect of fiction writing: that of a giving a story
shape, form and urgency." -- Susan Wiggs, New York Times
bestselling and RITA® Award winning author of over 40 novels and
novellas "One of the best in her craft." -- Toronto Star "Goal,
Motivation & Conflict is one of my all time favorites." -- Jane
Porter (Flirting With Forty), award winning and bestselling
author with 10 million books in print, in twenty languages and
25 countries Goal, motivation, and conflict are the foundation
of everything that happens in the story world. Using charts,
examples, and movies, the author breaks these key elements down
into understandable components and walks the reader through the
process of laying this foundation in his or her own work. Learn
what causes sagging middles and how to fix them, which goals are
important, which aren't and why, how to get your characters to
do what they need for your plot in a believable manner, and how
to use conflict to create a good story. GMC can be used not only
in plotting, but in character development, sharpening scenes,
pitching ideas to an editor, and evaluating whether an idea will
work. Be confident your ideas will work before you write 200
pages. Plan a road map to keep your story on track. Discover why
your scenes aren't working and what to do about it. Create
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characters that editors and readers will care about.
What makes a good story or a screenplay great? The vast majority
of writers begin the storytelling process with only a partial
understanding where to begin. Some labor their entire lives
without ever learning that successful stories are as dependent
upon good engineering as they are artistry. But the truth is,
unless you are master of the form, function and criteria of
successful storytelling, sitting down and pounding out a first
draft without planning is an ineffective way to begin. Story
Engineering starts with the criteria and the architecture of
storytelling, the engineering and design of a story--and uses it
as the basis for narrative. The greatest potential of any story
is found in the way six specific aspects of storytelling combine
and empower each other on the page. When rendered artfully, they
become a sum in excess of their parts. You'll learn to wrap your
head around the big pictures of storytelling at a professional
level through a new approach that shows how to combine these six
core competencies which include: • Four elemental competencies
of concept, character, theme, and story structure (plot) • Two
executional competencies of scene construction and writing voice
The true magic of storytelling happens when these six core
competencies work together in perfect harmony. And the best
part? Anyone can do it!
The fantasy fiction formula
Learn how from Fourteen Successful Small Publishers
Becoming a Writer
How to Navigate Clueless Colleagues, Lunch-Stealing Bosses, and
the Rest of Your Life at Work
A New Approach for Plotters, Pantsers and Everyone in Between
On Writing

Learn how to craft a killer pitch - and get your novel published today.
&break;&break;One of a writer's most difficult tasks is crafting a submission package. In
order to get published you need to compose queries, synopses, and outlines that will
prove irresistible to agents and editors. Give 'Em What They Want uses step-by-step
instructions to break down the process, making it easier than you thought possible to put
together a query packet, sample chapters, outlines, synopses - everything you need to
interest an agent or editor in your novel. Inside you'll find: &break;&break; Dozens of
samples complete with comments and suggestions for improvement&break; Successful
submission techniques from published authors&break; Advice from well-respected
agents and editors about avoiding common submission pitfalls&break; Information on
working with agents and editors once your pitch is complete&break; And much more!
&break;&break;Give 'Em What They Want includes everything you need to know about
approaching anyone in the publishing industry with your novel. Pitching your novel has
never been easier!
WHAT IS THE STORY GRID? The Story Grid is a tool developed by editor Shawn
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Coyne to analyze stories and provide helpful editorial comments. It's like a CT Scan that
takes a photo of the global story and tells the editor or writer what is working, what is
not, and what must be done to make what works better and fix what's not. The Story Grid
breaks down the component parts of stories to identify the problems. And finding the
problems in a story is almost as difficult as the writing of the story itself (maybe even
more difficult). The Story Grid is a tool with many applications: 1. It will tell a writer if a
Story ?works? or ?doesn't work. 2. It pinpoints story problems but does not emotionally
abuse the writer, revealing exactly where a Story (not the person creating the Story'the
Story) has failed. 3. It will tell the writer the specific work necessary to fix that Story's
problems. 4. It is a tool to re-envision and resuscitate a seemingly irredeemable pile of
paper stuck in an attic drawer. 5. It is a tool that can inspire an original creation.
This book provides solid instruction for persons who want to write and sell fiction, not
just to talk and study about it. It gives the background, insights, and specific procedures
needed by all beginning writers. Here one can learn how to group words into copy that
moves, movement into scenes, and scenes into stories; how to develop characters, how to
revise and polish, and finally, how to sell the product. This is the book for writers who
want to turn rejection slips into cashable checks.
How to Quickly Learn the Magic of Writing Success For most of my adult life I have
been engaged in the writing, the editing, or the criticizing of fiction. I took, and I still
take, the writing of fiction seriously. So I make no apology for writing seriously about the
problems of fiction writers. I have had firsthand experience with almost every current
""approach"" to the problems of writing. The difficulties of the average student or
amateur writer begin long before he has come to the place where he can benefit by
technical instruction in story writing. He had longed to hear that there was some magic
about writing, and to be initiated into the brotherhood of authors. This book, I believe,
will be unique; for I think he is right. I think there is such a magic, and that it is teachable.
This book is all about the writer's magic. (From the Introduction.) Scroll Up and Get
Your Copy Now.
Give 'Em What They Want
Ask a Manager
Tricks & Techniques of the Selling Writer
329 Keys to Powerful Fiction
GMC: Goal, Motivation, and Conflict
Method Writing
Take your fiction to the next level! Maybe you're a first-time novelist looking for practical
guidance. Maybe you've already been published, but your latest effort is stuck in mid-list limbo.
Whatever the case may be, author and literary agent Donald Maass can show you how to take
your prose to the next level and write a breakout novel - one that rises out of obscurity and hits
the best-seller lists. Maass details the elements that all breakout novels share - regardless of
genre - then shows you writing techniques that can make your own books stand out and
succeed in a crowded marketplace. You'll learn to: • establish a powerful and sweeping sense
of time and place • weave subplots into the main action for a complex, engrossing story •
create larger-than-life characters that step right off the page • explore universal themes that will
interest a broad audience of readers • sustain a high degree of narrative tension from start to
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finish • develop an inspired premise that sets your novel apart from the competition Then,
using examples from the recent works of several best-selling authors - including novelist Anne
Perry - Maass illustrates methods for upping the ante in every aspect of your novel writing.
You'll capture the eye of an agent, generate publisher interest and lay the foundation for a
promising career.
Method Writing is a powerful approach to finding your deep voice and activating the creative
process. Based on a series of concepts and exercises Grapes has used in his writing
workshops over the last 30-plus years, Method Writing does more than describe techniques: it
takes you step-by-step through a process that will empower your writing and make it unique.
Dizzying new technologies are putting unprecedented stress on America's core constitutional
values, as protections for privacy, property, and free speech are shrinking due to the wonders
of modern life-- from the Internet to digital imaging to artificial intelligence. Today, it's easy to
think that we have far more privacy and other personal rights than we in fact do. Only by
educating ourselves about the current state of the law and the risks posed by our own
inventions can we develop an informed opinion about where to draw hard lines, how to
promote changes in the system, and what we can do to protect ourselves.
“Make [your] characters want something right away—even if it’s only a glass of water.
Characters paralyzed by the meaninglessness of modern life still have to drink water from time
to time.” —Kurt Vonnegut “‘The cat sat on the mat’ is not the beginning of a story, but ‘the cat
sat on the dog’s mat’ is.” —John Le Carr Nothing is more inspiring for a beginning writer than
listening to masters of the craft talk about the writing life. But if you can’t get Vladimir Nabokov,
Virginia Woolf, and Gabriel Garc a M rquez together at the Algonquin, The Modern Library
Writer’s Workshop gives you the next best thing. Stephen Koch, former chair of Columbia
University’s graduate creative writing program, presents a unique guide to the craft of fiction.
Along with his own lucid observations and commonsense techniques, he weaves together
wisdom, advice, and inspiring commentary from some of our greatest writers. Taking you from
the moment of inspiration (keep a notebook with you at all times), to writing a first draft (do it
quickly! you can always revise later), to figuring out a plot (plot always serves the story, not
vice versa), Koch is a benevolent mentor, glad to dispense sound advice when you need it
most. The Modern Library Writer’s Workshop belongs on every writer’s shelf, to be picked up
and pored over for those moments when the muse needs a little help finding her way.
Elements of Fiction Writing - Scene & Structure
The Story Grid
Writing Great Fiction: Storytelling Tips and Techniques
The Solving of a Century-Old Serial Killer Mystery
Dare to be a Great Writer
Five Simple Business Rules for Writing
Provides advice from experienced authors on the process of writing and
explains how to get into the state of flow easily
A fully revised and updated edition of the bible of the newspaper
industry
Karl Iglesias breaks new ground by focusing on the psychology of the
reader. Based on his acclaimed classes at UCLA Extension, Writing for
Emotional Impact goes beyond the basics and argues that Hollywood is
in the emotion-delivery business, selling emotional experiences
packaged in movies and TV shows. Iglesias not only encourages you to
deliver emtional impact on as many pages as possible, he shows you
how, offering hundreds of dramatic techniques to take your writing to
the professional level.
From the creator of the popular website Ask a Manager and New York’s
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work-advice columnist comes a witty, practical guide to 200 difficult
professional conversations—featuring all-new advice! There’s a reason
Alison Green has been called “the Dear Abby of the work world.” Ten
years as a workplace-advice columnist have taught her that people
avoid awkward conversations in the office because they simply don’t
know what to say. Thankfully, Green does—and in this incredibly
helpful book, she tackles the tough discussions you may need to have
during your career. You’ll learn what to say when • coworkers push
their work on you—then take credit for it • you accidentally trashtalk someone in an email then hit “reply all” • you’re being
micromanaged—or not being managed at all • you catch a colleague in a
lie • your boss seems unhappy with your work • your cubemate’s loud
speakerphone is making you homicidal • you got drunk at the holiday
party Praise for Ask a Manager “A must-read for anyone who works . . .
[Alison Green’s] advice boils down to the idea that you should be
professional (even when others are not) and that communicating in a
straightforward manner with candor and kindness will get you far, no
matter where you work.”—Booklist (starred review) “The author’s
friendly, warm, no-nonsense writing is a pleasure to read, and her
advice can be widely applied to relationships in all areas of readers’
lives. Ideal for anyone new to the job market or new to management, or
anyone hoping to improve their work experience.”—Library Journal
(starred review) “I am a huge fan of Alison Green’s Ask a Manager
column. This book is even better. It teaches us how to deal with many
of the most vexing big and little problems in our workplaces—and to do
so with grace, confidence, and a sense of humor.”—Robert Sutton,
Stanford professor and author of The No Asshole Rule and The Asshole
Survival Guide “Ask a Manager is the ultimate playbook for navigating
the traditional workforce in a diplomatic but firm way.”—Erin Lowry,
author of Broke Millennial: Stop Scraping By and Get Your Financial
Life Together
It's Not All about "me"
The Associated Press Stylebook 2015
Don't Touch the Blue Stuff! (Where the Hell is Tesla? Book 2)
Immediate Fiction
Creating Characters
Techniques of the Selling Writer
A Magical Key to Unlock Your Creative Wizard Are you writing a novel, but having trouble
getting your first draft written? You've heard of “outlining,” but that sounds too rigid for you.
You've heard of “organic writing,” but that seems a bit squishy to you. Take a look at the wildly
popular Snowflake Method—ten battle-tested steps that jump-start your creativity and help you
quickly map out your story. All around the world, novelists are using the Snowflake Method
right now to ignite their imaginations and get their first drafts down. In this book, you'll follow
the story of a fictitious novelist as she learns to tap into the amazing power of the Snowflake
Method. Almost magically, she finds her story growing from a simple idea into a deep and
powerful novel. And she finds her novel changing her—into a stronger, more courageous
person. Zany, Over the Top, and Just Plain Fun How to Write a Novel Using the Snowflake
Method is a “business parable”—a how-to guide written in story form. It's zany. It's over the
top. It's just plain fun. It shows you how it's done, rather than tells you. You'll learn by example
how to grow your story idea into a sizzling first draft. You'll discover: How to define your “target
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audience” the right way, so you know exactly how your ideal readers think and feel. Forget
what the experts tell you about “demographics.” How to create a dynamite selling tool that will
instantly tell people whether they'll love your story or hate it. And you want them to love it or
hate it. How to get inside the skin of each of your characters—even your villain. Especially your
villain. How to find a deep, emotively powerful theme for your story. Do you know the best point
in your novel to unveil your theme? How to know when to backtrack, and why backtracking is
essential to writing great fiction. How to fire-test each scene to ensure it's high-impact—before
you write it. ExcerptGoldilocks had always wanted to write a novel. She learned to read before
she went to kindergarten. In grade school, she always had her nose in a book. In junior high,
the other kids thought she was weird, because she actually liked reading those dusty old
novels in literature class. All through high school, Goldilocks dreamed of writing a book of her
own someday. But when she went to college, her parents persuaded her to study something
practical. Goldilocks hated practical, and secretly she kept reading novels. But she was a very
obedient girl, so she did what her parents told her. She got a very practical degree in
marketing. After college, she got a job that bored her to tears—but at least it was practical.
Then she got married, and within a few years, she had two children, a girl and then a boy. She
quit her job to devote full time to them. As the children grew, Goldilocks took great joy in
introducing them to the stories she had loved as a child. When her son went off to
kindergarten, Goldilocks thought about looking for a job. But her resume now had a seven-year
hole in it, and her practical skills were long out of date. The only jobs Goldilocks could qualify
for were minimum wage. She suddenly realized that being practical had made her horribly
unhappy. On a whim, Goldilocks decided to do the one thing she had always wanted more
than anything else—she was finally going to write a novel. She didn't care if it was impractical.
She didn't care if nobody would ever read her novel. She was going to do it just because she
wanted to. For the first time in years, she was going to do something just for herself. And
nobody was going to stop her.
In 1999, Stephen King began to write about his craft -- and his life. By midyear, a widely
reported accident jeopardized the survival of both. And in his months of recovery, the link
between writing and living became more crucial than ever. Rarely has a book on writing been
so clear, so useful, and so revealing. On Writing begins with a mesmerizing account of King's
childhood and his uncannily early focus on writing to tell a story. A series of vivid memories
from adolescence, college, and the struggling years that led up to his first novel, Carrie, will
afford readers a fresh and often very funny perspective on the formation of a writer. King next
turns to the basic tools of his trade -- how to sharpen and multiply them through use, and how
the writer must always have them close at hand. He takes the reader through crucial aspects
of the writer's art and life, offering practical and inspiring advice on everything from plot and
character development to work habits and rejection. Serialized in the New Yorker to vivid
acclaim, On Writing culminates with a profoundly moving account of how King's overwhelming
need to write spurred him toward recovery, and brought him back to his life. Brilliantly
structured, friendly and inspiring, On Writing will empower--and entertain--everyone who reads
it.
Your future as a writer is in your hands. Whether you are a newcomer or an accomplished
professional, a novelist, story writer, or a writer of nonfiction, you will find this book a wealth of
immediately useful guidance not available anywhere else. As Sol Stein, renowned editor,
author, and instructor, explains, "This is not a book of theory. It is a book of useable solutions-how to fix writing that is flawed, how to improve writing that is good, how to create interesting
writing in the first place." You will find one of the great unspoken secrets of craftsmanship in
Chapter 5, called "Markers: The Key to Swift Characterization." In Chapter 7, Stein reveals for
he first time in print the wonderful system for creating instant conflict developed in the
Playwrights Group of the Actors Studio, of which he was a founder. In "Secrets of Good
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Dialogue," the premier teacher of dialogue gives you the instantly useable techniques that not
only make verbal exchanges exciting but that move the story forward immediately. You won't
need to struggle with flashbacks or background material after you've read Chapter 14, which
shows you how to bring background into the foreground. Writers of both fiction and nonfiction
will relish the amphetamines for speeding up pace, and the many ways to liposuction flab, as
well as how to tap originality and recognize what successful titles have in common. You'll
discover literary values that enhance writing, providing depth and resonance. You'll bless the
day you read Chapters 32 and 33 and discover why revising by starting at page one can be a
serious mistake, and how to revise without growing cold on your manuscript. In the pages of
this book, nonfiction writers will find a passport to the new revolution in journalism and a guide
to using the techniques of fiction to enhance nonfiction. Fresh, useful, informative, and fun to
read and reread, Stein on Writing is a book you will mark up, dog-ear, and cherish.
All the hard-earned storytelling skills of Erle Stanley Gardner, creator of Petty Mason and still
the world’s biggest-selling writer, are revealed in this informative, entertaining, and instructive
book. The authors clearly present and analyze all the elements of narrative-character, plot,
conflict, and resolution-as Gardner used them. Numerous extraordinary charts, diagrams , and
outlines makes his hard-earned technical skills available to the reader in practical and useful
forms. This book is ideal for Gardner collectors and fans, and equally for students of writing at
all levels-would be writers, neophytes, and even published authors-for it offers one of the most
practical and professional courses ever in storytelling technique.
A Primer for the Fiction Writer
Techniques that Will Make You a More Successful Writer
Secrets of the World's Bestselling Writer: The Storytelling Techniques of Erle Stanley Gardner
The Top Ten Techniques for Building Quick Rapport with Anyone
Writing Novels that Sell
Fiction Writing Demystified

A guide to the techniques of fiction writing provides advice on story construction,
character development, and dialogue.
Craft an Emotionally Charged Story That Will Resonate with Readers Emotional impact
shouldn't be dropped into your novel as an afterthought or forced upon your story with a
pair of pliers and an iron grip. It should be carefully sewn into the fabric of the story to
create tension-filled moments that will keep readers turning pages. In Writing with
Emotion, Tension, & Conflict, you'll learn how to layer emotional moments and deep
connections to create a tapestry filled with conflict, pathos, and genuine feeling. • Create
emotional depth, conflict, and tension in your novel by carefully crafting your plot,
characters, setting, word choice, and more. • Learn what makes readers "tick"--and what
will elicit the strongest emotional responses. • Write believable, emotional scenes and
dialogue--and trim away the sappiness. When writing a novel, your ultimate goal is to
make readers smile, weep, rage, and laugh right along with your characters. Writing with
Emotion, Tension, & Conflict will show you how to evoke a multitude of feelings in your
readers--and keep them coming back for more.
Techniques of the Selling Writer provides solid instruction for people who want to write
and sell fiction, not just to talk and study about it. It gives the background, insights, and
specific procedures needed by all beginning writers. Here one can learn how to group
words into copy that moves, movement into scenes, and scenes into stories; how to
develop characters, how to revise and polish, and finally, how to sell the product. No one
can teach talent, but the practical skills of the professional writer's craft can certainly be
taught. The correct and imaginative use of these kills can shorten any beginner's
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apprenticeship by years. This is the book for writers who want to turn rejection slips into
cashable checks.
Craft an Engaging Plot How does plot influence story structure? What's the difference
between plotting for commercial and literary fiction? How do you revise a plot or structure
that's gone off course? With Write Great Fiction: Plot & Structure, you'll discover the
answers to these questions and more. Award-winning author James Scott Bell offers
clear, concise information that will help you create a believable and memorable plot,
including: • Techniques for crafting strong beginnings, middles, and ends • Easy-tounderstand plotting diagrams and charts • Brainstorming techniques for original plot ideas
• Thought-provoking exercises at the end of each chapter • Story structure models and
methods for all genres • Tips and tools for correcting common plot problems Filled with
plot examples from popular novels, comprehensive checklists, and practical hands-on
guidance, Write Great Fiction: Plot & Structure gives you the skills you need to approach
plot and structure like an experienced pro.
How to Build Story People
Writing and Selling Your Mystery Novel
How to Write a Novel Using the Snowflake Method
How to Write a Dynamite Scene Using the Snowflake Method
A Memoir of the Craft
Story Engineering
A powerful secret and a fresh approach to writing bestselling fiction! What's the best
way to write a "next level" novel? Some writers start at the beginning and let the story
unfold without a plan. They are called "pantsers," because they write by the "seat of the
pants." Other writers plan and outline and know the ending before they start. These are
the "plotters." The two sides never seem to agree with each other on the best
approach. But what if it's not the beginning or the end that is the key to a successful
book? What if, amazing as it may seem, the place to begin writing your novel is in the
very middle of the story? According to #1 bestselling writing teacher James Scott Bell,
that's exactly where you'll find your story's heart and heat. Bell's "Mirror Moment" is the
secret, and its power is available to any writer, at any stage of the writing process.
Bringing together years of craft study and personal discovery, Bell presents a truly
unique approach to writing a novel, one that will stand the test of time and serve you all
your writing life. "I need three things before I tackle a new novel: Diet Coke, a laptop,
and my dog-eared copies of James Scott Bell's books on writing craft!"- Kami Garcia,
#1 NYT Times & International Bestselling author
Covering the entire process from story building to manuscript preparation and
marketing, Jerry Cleaver shows the novice and experienced writer how to start writing
and how to get immediate results. Readers will find everything they need to know about
managing time, finding an idea, getting the first word down on the page, staying
unblocked, shaping ideas into compelling stories, and submitting their work to agents
and publishers. Immediate Fiction goes beyond the old "Write what you know" to "Write
what you can imagine." Filled with insightful tips on how to manage doubts, fears,
blocks, and panic, Immediate Fiction will help writers develop their skills in as little
minutes a day, if necessary. Believing that all writing is rewriting, Cleaver says, "You
can't control what you put on the page. You can only control what you leave on the
page." With this book Cleaver shows how to get that control and produce results.
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Outlines techniques for aspiring novelists to improve writing skills through the
development of scene, plot, character, conflict, relationships, perception, dialogue, and
overall structure
Solve the MYSTERY of how to write and sell a KILLER story! With the help of
interactive exercises, mystery author and crime fiction critic Hallie Ephron gives you the
momentum you need to turn a kernel of an idea into an intriguing mystery novel. You'll
learn to capitalize on your writing strengths and shore up your weaknesses. This
comprehensive guide covers every aspect of mystery writing, including: • planning,
twisting the plot, and constructing a credible surprise ending • creating a compelling
sleuth and a worthy villain • deceiving and revealing with red herrings and clues •
writing investigation, spine-tingling suspense, and dramatic action • revising - from
sharpening characters, to optimizing pace, to smithing words • engaging the reader By
the time you finish reading part one of this book, you will have a blueprint for your entire
story. Parts two and there take your blueprint from idea to well-polished novel. Part four
is an insider's guide to getting it into an agent's or publisher's hands."
What Good Editors Know
Write Great Fiction - Plot & Structure
Blueprint Your Bestseller
The Man from the Train
Stein On Writing
Writing With Emotion, Tension, and Conflict
Craft your fiction with scene-by-scene flow, logic and
readability. An imprisoned man receives an unexpected caller,
after which "everything changed..." And the reader is hooked.
But whether or not readers will stay on for the entire wild ride
will depend on how well the writer structures the story, scene
by scene. This book is your game plan for success. Using dozens
of examples from his own work - including Dropshot,Tiebreaker
and other popular novels - Jack M. Bickham will guide you in
building a sturdy framework for your novel, whatever its form or
length. You'll learn how to: • "worry" your readers into
following your story to the end • prolong your main character's
struggle while moving the story ahead • juggle cause and effect
to serve your story action As you work on crafting compelling
scenes that move the reader, moment by moment, toward the
story's resolution, you'll see why... • believable fiction must
make more sense than real life • every scene should end in
disaster • some scenes should be condensed, and others built big
Whatever your story, this book can help you arrive at a happy
ending in the company of satisfied readers.
The first draft is the easy part… In Blueprint Your Bestseller,
Stuart Horwitz offers a step-by-step process for revising your
manuscript that has helped bestselling authors get from first
draft to final draft. Whether you’re tinkering with your first
one hundred pages or trying to wrestle a complete draft into
shape, Horwitz helps you look at your writing with the fresh
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perspective you need to reach the finish line. Blueprint Your
Bestseller introduces the Book Architecture Method, a tested
sequence of steps for organizing and revising any manuscript. By
breaking a manuscript into manageable scenes, you can determine
what is going on in your writing at the structural level—and
uncover the underlying flaws and strengths of your narrative.
For more than a decade this proven approach to revision has
helped authors of both fiction and nonfiction, as well as
writers across all media from theater to film to TV.
With more than a hundred published novels and more than
seventeen million copies of his books in print, USA Today
bestselling author Dean Wesley Smith follows five simple
business rules for writing fiction. And now, he shares how those
rules helped shape his successful career. In this WMG Writer's
Guide, Dean takes you step-by-step through Heinlein's Rules and
shows how following those rules can change your writing-and
career-for the better. Simple rules, yet deceptively hard to
follow. Do you have the courage to take a hard look at your
writing process and follow Heinlein's Rules? Dean shows you how.
"Dean Wesley Smith's blog gives both a slightly different view
of the publishing world than I'd seen before and detailed handson "here's how to get from A to B" instruction." - Erin M.
Hartshorn, Vision: A Resource for Writers
An Edgar Award finalist for Best Fact Crime, this
“impressive…open-eyed investigative inquiry wrapped within a
cultural history of rural America” (The Wall Street Journal)
shows legendary statistician and baseball writer Bill James
applying his analytical acumen to crack an unsolved century-old
mystery surrounding one of the deadliest serial killers in
American history. Between 1898 and 1912, families across the
country were bludgeoned in their sleep with the blunt side of an
axe. Some of these cases—like the infamous Villisca, Iowa,
murders—received national attention. But most incidents went
almost unnoticed outside the communities in which they occurred.
Few people believed the crimes were related. And fewer still
would realize that all of these families lived within walking
distance to a train station. When celebrated true crime expert
Bill James first learned about these horrors, he began to
investigate others that might fit the same pattern. Applying the
same know-how he brings to his legendary baseball analysis, he
empirically determined which crimes were committed by the same
person. Then after sifting through thousands of local
newspapers, court transcripts, and public records, he and his
daughter Rachel made an astonishing discovery: they learned the
true identity of this monstrous criminal and uncovered one of
the deadliest serial killers in America. “A suspenseful
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historical account” (Publishers Weekly, starred review), The Man
from the Train paints a vivid, psychologically perceptive
portrait of America at the dawn of the twentieth century, when
crime was regarded as a local problem, and opportunistic private
detectives exploited a dysfunctional judicial system. James
shows how these cultural factors enabled such an unspeakable
series of crimes to occur, and his groundbreaking approach to
true crime will convince skeptics, amaze aficionados, and change
the way we view criminal history. “A beautifully written and
extraordinarily researched narrative…This is no pure whodunit,
but rather a how-many-did-he-do” (Buffalo News).
Heinlein's Rules
The Scene Book
Make Money Self-publishing
Writing for Emotional Impact
A Guide to the Craft of Fiction
The First Four Concepts
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