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The American Constitution Its Origins And Development
In May 1787, in an atmosphere of crisis, delegates met in Philadelphia to design a
radically new form of government. Distinguished historian Richard Beeman
captures as never before the dynamic of the debate and the characters of the men
who labored that historic summer. Virtually all of the issues in dispute—the extent
of presidential power, the nature of federalism, and, most explosive of all, the role
of slavery—have continued to provoke conflict throughout our nation's history.
This unprecedented book takes readers behind the scenes to show how the
world's most enduring constitution was forged through conflict, compromise, and
fragile consensus. As Gouverneur Morris, delegate of Pennsylvania, noted: "While
some have boasted it as a work from Heaven, others have given it a less
righteous origin. I have many reasons to believe that it is the work of plain, honest
men."
Surveys the history of the Constitution, its origins, ratification, adaptation, and
possible future.
In America’s Constitution, one of this era’s most accomplished constitutional law
scholars, Akhil Reed Amar, gives the first comprehensive account of one of the
world’s great political texts. Incisive, entertaining, and occasionally controversial,
this “biography” of America’s framing document explains not only what the
Constitution says but also why the Constitution says it. We all know this much: the
Constitution is neither immutable nor perfect. Amar shows us how the story of this
one relatively compact document reflects the story of America more generally.
(For example, much of the Constitution, including the glorious-sounding “We the
People,” was lifted from existing American legal texts, including early state
constitutions.) In short, the Constitution was as much a product of its environment
as it was a product of its individual creators’ inspired genius. Despite the
Constitution’s flaws, its role in guiding our republic has been nothing short of
amazing. Skillfully placing the document in the context of late-eighteenth-century
American politics, America’s Constitution explains, for instance, whether there is
anything in the Constitution that is unamendable; the reason America adopted an
electoral college; why a president must be at least thirty-five years old; and
why–for now, at least–only those citizens who were born under the American flag
can become president. From his unique perspective, Amar also gives us
unconventional wisdom about the Constitution and its significance throughout the
nation’s history. For one thing, we see that the Constitution has been far more
democratic than is conventionally understood. Even though the document was
drafted by white landholders, a remarkably large number of citizens (by the
standards of 1787) were allowed to vote up or down on it, and the document’s
later amendments eventually extended the vote to virtually all Americans. We also
learn that the Founders’ Constitution was far more slavocratic than many would
acknowledge: the “three fifths” clause gave the South extra political clout for every
slave it owned or acquired. As a result, slaveholding Virginians held the
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presidency all but four of the Republic’s first thirty-six years, and proslavery forces
eventually came to dominate much of the federal government prior to Lincoln’s
election. Ambitious, even-handed, eminently accessible, and often surprising,
America’s Constitution is an indispensable work, bound to become a standard
reference for any student of history and all citizens of the United States.
Its Origins and Development
The American Constitution
The Origin and Scope of the American Doctrine of Constitutional Law
This Constitution
A Fully Annotated Declaration of Independence, U.S. Constitution and
Amendments, and Selections from The Federalist Papers
Unruly Americans and the Origins of the Constitution
America's Constitutional Conversation, 1760-1840
Americans of all political points of view often discuss the U.S. Constitution, but
how well do they really know the document and its history? The Constitution the
United States: Its Sources and Its Application gives the reader a crash course in
the text of the Constitution and its sources. Thomas James Norton was a lawyer
who argued before several high courts of appeals, and in this book his goal is to
provide an annotated copy of the U.S Constitution so that readers could better
understand the reason for each section. As Norton's annotations make clear, one
cannot understand the Constitution without understanding the basics of the
earlier 'Articles of Confederation', its strengths and weaknesses and why it
ultimately failed. The Articles created a weak central government, which The
Constitution sought to rectify without tipping the balance too strongly in favour of
a mighty centralised government. The footnotes reveal the debate and
compromise which led to the passage of each individual clause. Key historical
moments, such as the reign of King Charles I of England and the Short
Parliament, are added to the text to explain how they shaped the attitudes of the
men who wrote the Constitution. Norton also discuses the governments of
Australia, France, Canada and Brazil for comparative purposes, which really
enriches the experience for readers who are not well versed in comparative
government. These explanations are brief, which keeps the book moving at a
brisk pace. Norton occasionally expresses strong opinions about historical events
which may not be in line with how American constitutional history actually
unfolded in the future, but his opinions do not interfere with the usefulness of the
book. The Constitution the United States: Its Sources and Its Application is not
overly technical and does not rely strictly on legal language. This makes the book
digestible by everyone, from lawyers to historians to people interested in politics.
About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare
and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a
reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-theart technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format
whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an
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imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated
in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections
successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the
state of such historical works.
Presents 80 documents selected to reflect Eric Voegelin's theory that in Western
civilization basic political symbolizations tend to be variants of the original
symbolization of Judeo-Christian religious tradition. These documents
demonstrate the continuity of symbols preceding the writing of the Constitution
and all contain a number of basic symbols such as: a constitution as higher law,
popular sovereignty, legislative supremacy, the deliberative process, and a
virtuous people. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
Charles A. Bear's An Economic Interpretation of the United States Constitution
was a work of such powerful persuasiveness as to alter the course of American
historiography. No historian who followed in studying the making of the
Constitution was entirely free from Beard's radical interpretation of the document
as serving the economic interests of the Framers as members of the propertied
class. Forrest McDonald's We the People was the first major challenge to Beard's
thesis. This superbly researched and documented volume restored the
Constitution as the work of principled and prudential men. It did much to
invalidate the crude economic determinism that had become endemic in the
writing of American history. We the People fills in the details that Beard had
overlooked in his fragmentary book. MacDonald's work is based on an
exhaustive comparative examination of the economic biographies of the 55
members of the Constitutional Convention and the 1,750 members of the state
ratifying conventions. His conclusion is that on the basis of evidence, Beard's
economic interpretation does not hold. McDonald demonstrates conclusively that
the interplay of conditioning or determining factors at work in the making of the
Constitution was extremely complex and cannot be rendered intelligible in terms
of any single system of interpretation. McDonald's classic work, while never
denying economic motivation as a factor, also demonstrates how the rich cultural
and political mosaic of the colonies was an independent and dominant factor in
the decision making that led to the first new nation. In its pluralistic approach to
economic factors and analytic richness, We the People is both a major work of
American history and a significant document in the history of ideas. It continues
to be an essential volume for historians, political scientists, economists, and
American studies specialists.
An Historical Treatise in which the Documentary Evidence as to the Making of
the Entirely New Plan of Federal Government Embodied in the Existing
Constitution of the United States Is, for the First Time, Set Forth as a Complete
and Consistent Whole
History, Cases, and Philosophy ; the History, Philosophy, and Structure of the
American Constitution ; Individual Rights and the American Constitution
American Constitution, Rights and History
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The Origin and Growth of the American Constitution
The History, Philosophy, and Structure of the American Constitution
America's Constitution
Its Global Heritage : Essays
In this provocative book, one of our most eminent political scientists questions
the extent to which the American Constitution furthers democratic goals.
Robert Dahl reveals the Constitution's potentially antidemocratic elements and
explains why they are there, compares the American constitutional system to
other democratic systems, and explores how we might alter our political
system to achieve greater equality among citizens. In a new chapter for this
second edition, he shows how increasing differences in state populations
revealed by the Census of 2000 have further increased the veto power over
constitutional amendments held by a tiny minority of Americans. He then
explores the prospects for changing some important political practices that are
not prescribed by the written Constitution, though most Americans may
assume them to be so.
2 copies located in Circulation.
A history of the American Constitution's formative decades from a preeminent
legal scholar When the US Constitution won popular approval in 1788, it was
the culmination of thirty years of passionate argument over the nature of
government. But ratification hardly ended the conversation. For the next half
century, ordinary Americans and statesmen alike continued to wrestle with
weighty questions in the halls of government and in the pages of newspapers.
Should the nation's borders be expanded? Should America allow slavery to
spread westward? What rights should Indian nations hold? What was the
proper role of the judicial branch? In The Words that Made Us, Akhil Reed
Amar unites history and law in a vivid narrative of the biggest constitutional
questions early Americans confronted, and he expertly assesses the answers
they offered. His account of the document's origins and consolidation is a guide
for anyone seeking to properly understand America's Constitution today.
Its Birth, Growth, and Influence in Asia
The Second Creation
The Ideological Origins of American Federalism
Its History, Bill of Rights, and Amendments
2008 Supplement to the Second Edition of the American Constitutional Order
The Constitution of the United States
A Quarter-century of Affirmative Action

John Compton shows how evangelicals, not New Deal reformers, paved the way for the
most important constitutional developments of the twentieth century. Their early-1800s
crusade to destroy property that made immorality possible challenged founding-era
legal protections of slavery, lotteries, and liquor sales and opened the door to
progressivism.
Americans widely believe that the U.S. Constitution was almost wholly created when it
was drafted in 1787 and ratified in 1788. Jonathan Gienapp recovers the unknown
story of the Constitution’s second creation in the decade after its adoption—a story with
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explosive implications for current debates over constitutional originalism and
interpretation.
A quarter-century after the enactment of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, its legacy remains
controversial. The statutory language intended to ensure equal opportunity to all
individuals is now interpreted as authorizing both public and private employers to adopt
preferential policies that benefit designated groups based on race and gender. Much the
same transformation has occurred in federal contract programs: President Kennedy's
executive order that required equal employment opportunity is now understood as
mandating minority hiring with numerical goals tantamount to quotas. Herman Belz's
Equality Transformed: A Quarter-Century of Affirmative Action traces this
transformation of equality and how it was brought about by courts, regulatory agencies,
and activists. The early champions of civil rights sought to eradicate impediments to
advancement for the downtrodden; the ultimate aim was to create a truly colorblind
society. Over the years, this goal, while still professed, became even more elusive.
Preferences, goals, and timetables - "temporary" means for the attainment of a
nondiscriminatory society - seemed to undermine that noble quest. Equality
Transformed provides a textured history of affirmative action and its effects upon race
relations and our democratic, egalitarian ideals. In recent years, under the impetus of
the Reagan Justice Department, the Supreme Court has backed away, however
hesitantly, from its earlier sympathy towards race-conscious remedies and preferential
treatment. Belz's analysis of recent Supreme Court cases and their antecedents allows us
to better understand both the tensions in our society and the fury that the Court has
triggered with its recent civil rights pronouncements. Belz makes a strong case for
hewing to a forward-looking rather than a backward-looking approach to eradicating
discrimination. Anyone interested in the history, law, theory, or morality of affirmative
action in employment will find Equality Transformed invaluable.
Fixing the American Constitution in the Founding Era
The Law of the American Constitution
Slavery and the Spirit of the American Founding
The United States
Second Edition
The Penguin Guide to the United States Constitution
The Evangelical Origins of the Living Constitution
This scarce antiquarian book is a facsimile reprint of the original. Due to its age,
it may contain imperfections such as marks, notations, marginalia and flawed
pages. Because we believe this work is culturally important, we have made it
available as part of our commitment for protecting, preserving, and promoting
the world's literature in affordable, high quality, modern editions that are true to
the original work.
Average Americans Were the True Framers of the Constitution Woody Holton
upends what we think we know of the Constitution's origins by telling the history
of the average Americans who challenged the framers of the Constitution and
forced on them the revisions that produced the document we now venerate. The
framers who gathered in Philadelphia in 1787 were determined to reverse
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America's post–Revolutionary War slide into democracy. They believed too many
middling Americans exercised too much influence over state and national
policies. That the framers were only partially successful in curtailing citizen
rights is due to the reaction, sometimes violent, of unruly average Americans. If
not to protect civil liberties and the freedom of the people, what motivated the
framers? In Unruly Americans and the Origins of the Constitution, Holton
provides the startling discovery that the primary purpose of the Constitution was,
simply put, to make America more attractive to investment. And the linchpin to
that endeavor was taking power away from the states and ultimately away from
the people. In an eye-opening interpretation of the Constitution, Holton captures
how the same class of Americans that produced Shays's Rebellion in
Massachusetts (and rebellions in damn near every other state) produced the
Constitution we now revere. Unruly Americans and the Origins of the
Constitution is a 2007 National Book Award Finalist for Nonfiction.
Leonard Levy's new book, a compendium of his law review articles, book
chapters, and basic shorter writings on themes with which he has long been
identified, is a treasure chest of sound and reasonable analysis of American
constitutional history. As one reviewer of the manuscript put matters: “There is
not a clinker amongst them.” For anyone who thinks that liberal analysis has
grown soft and flabby, a good dose of Levy's book should set the record straight.
Seasoned Judgments is divided into three parts: Rights, Constitutional History,
and The Marshall Court. In this progression from the general to the concrete,
Levy never ignores the context as well as the content of the judicial process.
Indeed, it is this linkage that separates him from nearly all other commentators
and writers on the subjects covered. Whether discussing why the original
Constitution lacked a Bill or Rights, or why the Fourth Amendment uses the
imperative form “shall not” rather than the conditional form “ought not,” the
reader enters a world of explanation rich in detail and carful scholarly
elaboration. Well-known as editor in chief of the multivolumed Encyclopedia of
the American Constitution, this new volume extracts some of Levy's own
contributions to that effort. As a result, one can, for the first time, gain a clear
sense of the author's own profound sense of the major issues confronting
American law from the founding fathers to the present. The analysis of such still
unresolved issues as flag desecration, the exclusionary rule, testimonial
compulsion, taxation without representation, and the nature of the Constitution
itself, will be of tremendous appeal to historians and political scientists as well
as attorneys and judges.
From Ratification to the Bill of Rights
A Biography
The Making of the American Constitution
Plain, Honest Men
The Spirit of American Government
A Living Constitution Or Fundamental Law?
Its Origin, Influ

In this book, the author traces the history of American federal thought
from its colonial beginnings in scattered provincial responses to
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British assertions of authority, to its emergence in the late eighteenth
century as a normative theory of multilayered government. The core
of this new federal ideology was a belief that multiple independent
levels of government could legitimately exist within a single polity,
and that such an arrangement was not a defect but a virtue.
Provides a comprehensive survey of all aspects of the U.S. Bill of
Rights; from its origins to its role in modern American history. Special
attention is given to the organic relationship of the Bill of Rights to
the original Constitution, its ongoing interpretation and incorporation
by the U.S. Supreme Court, and the political and social issues it has
spawned.
Classic Books Library presents this brand new edition of “The
Federalist Papers”, a collection of separate essays and articles
compiled in 1788 by Alexander Hamilton. Following the United States
Declaration of Independence in 1776, the governing doctrines and
policies of the States lacked cohesion. “The Federalist”, as it was
previously known, was constructed by American statesman Alexander
Hamilton, and was intended to catalyse the ratification of the United
States Constitution. Hamilton recruited fellow statesmen James
Madison Jr., and John Jay to write papers for the compendium, and the
three are known as some of the Founding Fathers of the United
States. Alexander Hamilton (c. 1755–1804) was an American lawyer,
journalist and highly influential government official. He also served as
a Senior Officer in the Army between 1799-1800 and founded the
Federalist Party, the system that governed the nation’s finances. His
contributions to the Constitution and leadership made a significant
and lasting impact on the early development of the nation of the
United States.
Its History and Constitution
The Antebellum Origins of the Modern Constitution
The Words That Made Us
Its Sources and Its Application
The American constitution : its origins and development. 2
Sex and the Constitution: Sex, Religion, and Law from America's
Origins to the Twenty-First Century
The Federalist Papers
In A Living Constitution or Fundamental Law?, distinguished
scholar Herman Belz considers the concept of
constitutionalism as the subject matter of constitutional
history. He argues that the study of constitutionalism
should be interdisciplinary, requiring the insights and
methods of history, political science, and jurisprudence.
Belz illuminates the evolution of American constitutionalism
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across the span of American history, from the Founding to
Reconstruction to the Cold War and the rise of the
bureaucratic state in the 1980s.
Shares the story of the Constitutional Convention in 1787
Philadelphia, detailing the human side of the considerable
ideas, arguments, issues, and compromises that shaped the
formation of the U.S. Constitution and government. Reprint.
20,000 first printing.
The United States Constitution is the oldest written
constitution in the world. But what were its origins? Is it
a "living" organism or, as the only alternative, a dead one?
What influence, if any, has the U.S. Constitution had on
Asian countries?
The Spirit of American Government. A Study of the
Constitution
Seasoned Judgments
The Spirit of American Government a Study of the
Constitution
Its Origins and Development, by Alfred H. Kelly and Winfred
A. Harbison ...
A Revolution in Favor of Government
The Economic Origins of the Constitution
Equality Transformed
A New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice Selection A “volume
of lasting significance” that illuminates how the clash between
sex and religion has defined our nation’s history (Lee C.
Bollinger, president, Columbia University). Lauded for “bringing
a bracing and much-needed dose of reality about the Founders’
views of sexuality” (New York Review of Books), Geoffrey R.
Stone’s Sex and the Constitution traces the evolution of legal
and moral codes that have legislated sexual behavior from
America’s earliest days to today’s fractious political climate.
This “fascinating and maddening” (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette)
narrative shows how agitators, moralists, and, especially, the
justices of the Supreme Court have navigated issues as divisive
as abortion, homosexuality, pornography, and contraception.
Overturning a raft of contemporary shibboleths, Stone reveals
that at the time the Constitution was adopted there were no laws
against obscenity or abortion before the midpoint of pregnancy.
A pageant of historical characters, including Voltaire, Thomas
Jefferson, Anthony Comstock, Margaret Sanger, and Justice
Anthony Kennedy, enliven this “commanding synthesis of
scholarship” (Publishers Weekly) that dramatically reveals how
our laws about sex, religion, and morality reflect the cultural
Page 8/11

Access Free The American Constitution Its Origins And Development
schisms that have cleaved our nation from its founding.
What were the intentions of the Founders? Was the American
constitution designed to protect individual rights? To limit the
powers of government? To curb the excesses of democracy? Or to
create a robust democratic nation-state? These questions echo
through today's most heated legal and political debates. In this
powerful new interpretation of America's origins, Max Edling
argues that the Federalists were primarily concerned with
building a government that could act vigorously in defense of
American interests. The Constitution transferred the powers of
war making and resource extraction from the states to the
national government thereby creating a nation-state invested
with all the important powers of Europe's eighteenth-century
"fiscal-military states." A strong centralized government,
however, challenged the American people's deeply ingrained
distrust of unduly concentrated authority. To secure the
Constitution's adoption the Federalists had to accommodate the
formation of a powerful national government to the strong
current of anti-statism in the American political tradition.
They did so by designing a government that would be powerful in
times of crisis, but which would make only limited demands on
the citizenry and have a sharply restricted presence in society.
The Constitution promised the American people the benefit of
government without its costs. Taking advantage of a newly
published letterpress edition of the constitutional debates, A
Revolution in Favor of Government recovers a neglected strand of
the Federalist argument, making a persuasive case for rethinking
the formation of the federal American state.
One of the genuine classics of American political science
literature, Constitutional Government in the United States is
also a subtle and influential criticism of the American founding
fathers produced during the Progressive Era. Wilson's
interpretation of the Constitution shaped the thought of
scholars and students of American politics. His definition of
constitutional government and the place of the United States in
the development of constitutional theory continues to shape
discourse today. Wilson discusses the three branches of
government in the United States, the relation between the states
and the federal government and party government in a manner
quite distinct from the founding fathers. Constitutional
Government has its origins in a series of lectures Wilson
delivered at Columbia University in 1907. It is carefully
organized around three separate but mutually supporting
arguments. First, is the idea that constitutional government
evolves historically from primitive beginnings of the state
toward a universal and ideal form. Second, this idea of
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historical evolution contains within it an analysis of how and
where the Constitution fits into the evolutionary process as a
whole. Third, the historical thesis itself provides a
prescription for bringing American government, and with it the
Constitution, into accord with his first principle of the ideal
form of modern government.In his new introduction, Sidney A.
Pearson explores how, with Constitutional Government in the
United States, Wilson helped create a new genre of political
writing using the point of view of a literary politician. He
discusses Wilson's intention to replace the constitutional
argument of the founders with one of his own based on the
application of Darwinian metaphor in a political science
framework. And he examines the differences between the views
launched by Wilson and those set forth by James Madison in The
Federalist. This is an essential work for all interested in the
evolution of Amer
Colonial Origins of the American Constitution
Constitutional Government in the United States
Its Origin and Development
The U.S. Constitution
Origins of the U.S. Constitution and the Making of the American
State
Sources and Documents Illustrating the American Revolution,
1764-1788, and the Formation of the Federal Constitution
The Spirit of American Government A Study Of The Constitution: Its Origin, Influence And
Relation To Democracy by J. Allen (James Allen) Smith It is the purpose of this volume to trace
the influence of our constitutional system upon the political conditions which exist in this country
to-day. This phase of our political problems has not received adequate recognition at the hands
of writers on American politics. Very often indeed it has been entirely ignored, although in the
short period which has elapsed since our Constitution was framed and adopted, the Western
world has passed through a political as well as an industrial revolution. In the eighteenth century
the majority was outside of the pale of political rights. Government as a matter of course was the
expression of the will of a minority. Even in the United States, where hereditary rule was
overthrown by the Revolution, an effective and recognized minority control still survived
through the property qualifications for the suffrage and for office-holding, which excluded a
large proportion of the people from participation in political affairs. Under such conditions there
could be but little of what is now known as democracy. Moreover, slavery continued to exist
upon a large scale for nearly three-quarters of a century after the Constitution was adopted, and
was finally abolished only within the memory of many now living. It could hardly be expected
that a political system set up for a community containing a large slave population and in which
the suffrage was restricted, even among the free whites, should in any large measure embody the
aims and ideas of present day democracy. In fact the American Constitution did not recognize
the now more or less generally accepted principle of majority rule even as applying to the
qualified voters. Moreover, it was not until several decades after the Constitution was adopted
that the removal of property qualifications for voting allowed the people generally to have a
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voice in political affairs. We are delighted to publish this classic book as part of our extensive
Classic Library collection. Many of the books in our collection have been out of print for
decades, and therefore have not been accessible to the general public. The aim of our publishing
program is to facilitate rapid access to this vast reservoir of literature, and our view is that this is
a significant literary work, which deserves to be brought back into print after many decades. The
contents of the vast majority of titles in the Classic Library have been scanned from the original
works. To ensure a high quality product, each title has been meticulously hand curated by our
staff. Our philosophy has been guided by a desire to provide the reader with a book that is as
close as possible to ownership of the original work. We hope that you will enjoy this wonderful
classic work, and that for you it becomes an enriching experience.
Locates the origins of the modern sense of a Founder's Constitution in Antebellum debates over
slavery in the nation's capital.
What is the President, Congress, and the Supreme Court really allowed to do? This unique and
handy guide includes the documents that guide our government, annotated with accessible
explanations from one of America's most esteemed constitutional scholars. Known across the
country for his appearance on The Daily Show with Jon Stewart, Professor Richard Beeman is
one of the nation's foremost experts on the United States Constitution. In this book, he has
produced what every American should have: a compact, fully annotated copy of the Declaration
of Independence, the Constitution and amendments, all in their entirety. A marvel of
accessibility and erudition, the guide also features a history of the making of the Constitution
with excerpts from The Federalist Papers and a look at crucial Supreme Court cases that
reminds us that the meaning of many of the specific provisions of the Constitution has changed
over time. "Excellent . . . valuable and judicious." -Jill Lepore, The New Yorker
A Documentary History
A Brilliant Solution
A Study of the Constitution, Its Origin, Influence and Relation to Democracy
We the People
Inventing the American Constitution
The Bill of Rights, Second Edition
The United States Constitution

The American ConstitutionIts Origins and Development
Readers learn about the history and the events that led to first
Constitution of the United States, and how it's been revised and
amended since then.
How Democratic Is the American Constitution?
American Constitutionalism in Historical Perspective
The Intellectual Origins of the American Constitution
Its Origin, Influence, and Relation to Democracy. Edited by Cushing
Strout
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