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Offers an architectural analysis of built forms and building types of the minority groups in southern China
and of the Dong nationality in particular.
Architecture, Islam, and Identity in West Africa shows you the relationship between architecture and
Islamic identity in West Africa. The book looks broadly across Muslim West Africa and takes an in-depth
study of the village of Larabanga, a small Muslim community in Northern Ghana, to help you see how the
built environment encodes cultural history through form, material, and space, creating an architectural
narrative that outlines the contours of this distinctive Muslim identity. Apotsos explores how modern
technology, heritage, and tourism have increasingly affected the contemporary architectural character of
this community, revealing the village’s current state of social, cultural, and spiritual flux. More than 60
black and white images illustrate how architectural components within this setting express the distinctive
narratives, value systems, and realities that make up the unique composition of this Afro-Islamic
community.
Throughout, Blier pushes African art history to a new height of cultural awareness that recognizes the
complexity of traditional African societies as it acknowledges the role of social power in shaping
aesthetics and meaning generally.
Vernacular Architecture in the Pre-Columbian Americas reveals the dynamism of the ancient past, where
social relations and long-term history were created posthole by posthole, brick by brick. This collection
shifts attention away from the elite and monumental architectural traditions of the region to instead
investigate the creativity, subtlety and variability of common architecture and the people who built and
dwelled in them. At the heart of this study of vernacular architecture is an emphasis on ordinary people
and their built environments, and how these everyday spaces were pivotal in the making and meaning of
social and cultural dynamics. Providing a deeper and more nuanced temporal perspective of common
buildings in the Americas, the editors have deftly framed a study that highlights sociocultural diversity
while at the same time facilitating broader comparative conversations around the theme of vernacular
architecture. With diverse case studies covering a broad range of periods and regions, Vernacular
Architecture in the Pre-Columbian Americas is an important addition to the growing body of scholarship on
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the indigenous architecture of the Americas and is a key contribution to our archaeological
understandings of past built environments.
Vernacular Architecture in the Pre-Columbian Americas
Indigenous Environmental Knowledge
African Folklore
Historic Cities
State and Culture in Postcolonial Africa
Place and Phenomenology
The Merchant Houses of Mocha
This book examines the reciprocity that exists between the body and the urban built environment. It will draw on archival
and ethnographic research as well as an interdisciplinary literature on cultural materialism, semiotics, and aesthetics to
challenge dualist interpretations of four different points of historical-material contact in Cape Town, South Africa. Each
chapter attends to different groups, social practices, and historical periods, but all share the fundamental questions: how
does material culture reflect the way social agents make meaning through bodily contact with urban built form, and how
does such meaning challenge the ways bodies are objectified? Further, how can we make sense of the historical
processes embedded in the objectification of bodies without treating the social and the material, the mental and the
physical as separate realities?
In this book, Mugerauer emphasizes the interplay between European continental philosophy and North American
environments and architecture. Drawing on a keen understanding of conceptual trends in both scholarship and the
design professions, he clarifies various competing philosophical visions and their considerably different perspectives on
environment, place, and architecture. The book covers Derrida's deconstruction, Foucault's genealogy, Heidegger's
originary thinking, and Eliade's hermeneutics in order to interpret cultural displacements and the possible recovery of
"place," especially through interpretation of dwelling, sense of place, landscapes, architecture, planning, urban design,
and technology. Mugerauer identifies a series of design principles that might facilitate mutual understanding.
How has the state impacted culture and cultural production in Africa? How has culture challenged and transformed the
state and our understandings of its nature, functions, and legitimacy? Compelled by complex realities on the ground as
well as interdisciplinary scholarly debates on the state-culture dynamic, senior scholars and emerging voices examine
the intersections of the state, culture, and politics in postcolonial Africa in this lively and wide-ranging volume. The
coverage here is continental and topics include literature, politics, philosophy, music, religion, theatre, film, television,
sports, child trafficking, journalism, city planning, and architecture. Together, the essays provide an energetic and
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nuanced portrait of the cultural forms of politics and the political forms of culture in contemporary Africa.
The Anatomy of ArchitectureOntology and Metaphor in Batammaliba Architectural ExpressionUniversity of Chicago
Press
Lessons from Larabanga
Postcolonialism, Heritage, and the Built Environment
Handbook of Material Culture
An Anthropology of Architecture
Encyclopedia of Social History
Modern Architecture in Africa
New Perspectives on an Ancient Built Environment

This book offers unique insights into modern African architecture, influenced by modern European architecture, and at
the same time a natural successor to existing site-specific and traditional architecture. It brings together the worlds of
traditional site-specific architecture with the Modernist Project in Africa, which to date have only been considered in
isolation. The book covers the four architectural disciplines: urban planning, building technology, building physics, and
conservation. It includes an introduction with a historical outline and an analysis and comparison of a number of projects
in various countries in Africa. On the basis of examples drawn from practice, the author documents and describes the
hybrid architectural forms that have emerged from the confrontation and fusion with (pre)modern Western architecture
and urban planning, and in so doing he also narrates the history of African architecture.
This book examines comprehensively for the first time, the scope and accuracy of indigenous environmental knowledge.
It shows that in some spheres, including agriculture, house design, fuel and water manipulation, the high reputation of
local observers is well deserved and often sufficiently insightful to warrant wider imitation. However it also reveals that in
certain matters, notably some aspects of health care and wild-species population management, local knowledge systems
are conspicuously unsound. Not all the difficulties are of the communities own making, some stem from external factors
outside their control. However in either case, remedial measures can be suggested and this book describes, especially
for the benefit of practitioners, what steps might be taken in rural communities to improve the quality of life. The
possibility of useful transfers of information from local settings to Western ones is not ignored and forms the subject of
the book’s final chapter.
A rich and fascinating ethnography of domestic architecture and activities among the high caste Chhetris of Kholagaun in
Nepal, this book focuses on the spatial organization, everyday activities and ritual performances that generate and
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display Chhetri houses as 'mandalas', sacred diagrams that are both maps of the cosmos and machines for revelation.
Describing the orientation and layout of the Chhetri house and surrounding compound; it shows how the orientation and
distribution of everyday social activities with the domestic mandala shape people's experience of the enigmas of their
lifeworld as householders; and analyses the double significance of rituals that take place in the domestic mandala. By
treating the Nepali house as more than just the background of people's everyday life, the author reveals the Chhetri
everyday lifeworld as a revelation of Hindu tantric cosmology, its enigmatic illusion, and the path to liberation from it. The
themes addressed in the book make a unique contribution to the fields of anthropology, architecture and human
geography.
First published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
Domestic Mandala
Religion at Work in a Neolithic Society
Issues in Urban Conservation
Trade and Architecture in an Indian Ocean Port
Architecture, Society, and Ritual in Viking Age Scandinavia
Houses and Households

Minoan Crete is rightly famous for its idiosyncratic architecture, as well as its palaces and towns such
as Knossos, Malia, Gournia, and Palaikastro. Indeed, these are often described as the first urban
settlements of Bronze Age Europe. However, we still know relatively little about the dynamics of these
early urban centres. How did they work? What role did the palaces have in their towns, and the towns in
their landscapes? It might seem that with such richly documented architectural remains these questions
would have been answered long ago. Yet, analysis has mostly found itself confined to building materials
and techniques, basic formal descriptions, and functional evaluations. Critical evaluation of these data
as constituting a dynamic built environment has thus been slow in coming. This volume aims to provide a
first step in this direction. It brings together international scholars whose research focuses on Minoan
architecture and urbanism as well as on theory and methods in spatial analyses. By combining
methodological contributions with detailed case studies across the different scales of buildings,
settlements and regions, the volume proposes a new analytical and interpretive framework for addressing
the complex dynamics of the Minoan built environment.
The Bronze Age is frequently framed in social evolutionary terms. Viewed as the period which saw the
emergence of social differentiation, the development of long-distance trade, and the intensification of
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agricultural production, it is seen as the precursor and origin-point for significant aspects of the
modern world. This book presents a very different image of Bronze Age Britain and Ireland. Drawing on
the wealth of material from recent excavations, as well as a long history of research, it explores the
impact of the post-Enlightenment 'othering' of the non-human on our understanding of Bronze Age society.
There is much to suggest that the conceptual boundary between the active human subject and the passive
world of objects, so familiar from our own cultural context, was not drawn in this categorical way in
the Bronze Age; the self was constructed in relational rather than individualistic terms, and aspects of
the non-human world such as pots, houses, and mountains were considered animate entities with their own
spirit or soul. In a series of thematic chapters on the human body, artefacts, settlements, and
landscapes, this book considers the character of Bronze Age personhood, the relationship between
individual and society, and ideas around agency and social power. The treatment and deposition of things
such as querns, axes, and human remains provides insights into the meanings and values ascribed to
objects and places, and the ways in which such items acted as social agents in the Bronze Age world.
The study of material culture is concerned with the relationship between persons and things in the past
and in the present, in urban and industrialized and in small-scale societies across the globe. The
Handbook of Material Culture provides a critical survey of the theories, concepts, intellectual debates,
substantive domains and traditions of study characterizing the analysis of things. It is cutting-edge:
rather than simply reviewing the field as it currently exists. It also attempts to chart the future: the
manner in which material culture studies may be extended and developed. The Handbook of Material Culture
is divided into five sections. • Section I maps material culture studies as a theoretical and conceptual
field. • Section II examines the relationship between material forms, the human body and the senses. •
Section III focuses on subject-object relations. • Section IV considers things in terms of processes and
transformations in terms of production, exchange and consumption, performance and the significance of
things over the long-term. • Section V considers the contemporary politics and poetics of displaying,
representing and conserving material and the manner in which this impacts on notions of heritage,
tradition and identity. The Handbook charts an interdisciplinary field of studies that makes an unique
and fundamental contribution to an understanding of what it means to be human. It will be of interest to
all who work in the social and historical sciences, from anthropologists and archaeologists to human
geographers to scholars working in heritage, design and cultural studies.
A reference surveying the major concerns, findings, and terms of social history. The coverage includes
major categories within social history (family, demographic transition, multiculturalism,
industrialization, nationalism); major aspects of life for which social history has provided a crucial
per
Interdisciplinary approaches to the interpretation of prehistoric and historic built environments
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Reappraisal
Sex and Difference in Ancient Greece and Rome
The Anatomy of Architecture
How Buildings Shape Society
Art, Psychology, and Power
Minoan Architecture and Urbanism
Each of these Analysing Architecture Notebooks is devoted to a particular theme in understanding the rich and varied workings of
architecture. They can be thought of as addenda to the foundation volume Analysing Architecture, which first appeared in 1997 and
has subsequently been enlarged in three further editions. Examining these extra themes as a series of Notebooks, rather than as
additional chapters in future editions, allows greater space for more detailed exploration of a wider variety of examples, whilst
avoiding the risk of the original book becoming unwieldy. Metaphor is the most powerful component of the poetry of architecture. It
has been a significant factor in architecture since the earliest periods of human history, when people were finding ways to give
order and meaning to the world in which we live. It is arguable that architecture began with the realisation of metaphor in physical
form, and that subsequent movements – from Greek to Gothic, Renaissance to Modern, Victorian to Vernacular... – have all been
driven by the emergence or rediscovery of different metaphors by which architecture might be generated.
This book offers an accessible presentation of phenomenological approaches to place that draws valuable connections between
different disciplines that focus on and investigate questions of place.
This volume is the first text to focus specifically on the archaeology of domestic architecture. Covering major theoretical and
methodological developments over recent decades in areas like social institutions, settlement types, gender, status, and power,
this book addresses the developing understanding of where and how people in the past created and used domestic space. It will be
a useful synthesis for scholars and an ideal text for advanced undergraduate and graduate courses in archaeology and
architecture. The book-covers the relationship of architectural decisions of ancient peoples with our understanding of social and
cultural institutions;-includes cases from every continent and all time periods-- from the Paleolithic of Europe to present-day
African villages;-is ideal for the growing number of courses on household archaeology, social archaeology, and historical and
vernacular architecture.
The issues surrounding the function and meaning of vernacular architecture in the twenty-first century are complex and extensive.
Taking a distinctively rigorous theoretical approach, this book considers these issues from a number of perspectives, broadening
current debate to a wider multidisciplinary audience. These collected essays from the leading experts in the field focus on theory,
education and practice in this essential sector of architecture, and help to formulate solutions to the environmental, disaster
management and housing challenges facing the global community today.
Spatial analysis and social spaces
Raw Earth Solutions for a Common House in Niger
Doors, Dwellings, and Domestic Space
Environmental Displacements and Alternative Responses
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Built to Meet Needs: Cultural Issues in Vernacular Architecture
Lineages and Advancements in Material Culture Studies
Enchantings

A groundbreaking scholarly publication, accompanying an exhibition organized by the National Museum of African Art, Smithsonian
Institution, African Cosmos: Stellar Arts brings together exceptional works of art, dating from ancient times to the present, and essays by
leading scholars and contemporary artists to consider African cultural astronomy: creativity and artistic practice in Africa as it is linked to
celestial bodies and atmospheric phenomena. African concepts of the universe are intensely personal, placing human beings in relation to the
earth and sky, and with the sun, moon, and stars. At the core of creation myths and the foundation of moral values, celestial bodies are often
accorded sacred capacities and are part of the “cosmological map” that allows humans to chart their course through life.
This new volume in the GCI's Readings in Conservation series brings together a selection of seminal writings on the conservation of historic
cities. This book, the eighth in the Getty Conservation Institute’s Readings in Conservation series, fills a significant gap in the published
literature on urban conservation. This topic is distinct from both heritage conservation and urban planning despite the recent growth of
urbanism worldwide, no single volume has presented a comprehensive selection of these important writings until now. This anthology,
profusely illustrated throughout, is organized into eight parts, covering such subjects as geographic diversity, reactions to the transformation of
traditional cities, reading the historic city, the search for contextual continuities, the search for values, and the challenges of sustainability. With
more than sixty-five texts, ranging from early polemics by Victor Hugo and John Ruskin to a generous selection of recent scholarship, this book
thoroughly addresses regions around the globe. Each reading is introduced by short prefatory remarks explaining the rationale for its selection
and the principal matters covered. The book will serve as an easy reference for administrators, professionals, teachers, and students faced with
the day-to-day challenges confronting the historic city under siege by rampant development.
Ever since anthropology has existed as a discipline, anthropologists have thought about architectural forms. This book provides the first
overview of how anthropologists have studied architecture and the extraordinarily rich thought and data this has produced.With a focus on
domestic space - that intimate context in which anthropologists traditionally work - the book explains how anthropologists think about public
and private boundaries, gender, sex and the body, the materiality of architectural forms and materials, building technologies and architectural
representations. Each chapter uses a broad range of case studies from around the world to examine from within anthropology what architecture
'does' - how it makes people and shapes, sustains and unravels social relations.An Anthropology of Architecture is key reading for students of
anthropology, material culture, geography, sociology, architectural theory, design and city planning.
Diversity among Architects presents a series of essays questioning the homogeneity of architecture practitioners, who remain overwhelmingly
male and Caucasian, to help you create a field more representative of the population you serve. The book is the collected work of author Craig
L. Wilkins, an African American scholar and practitioner, and discusses music, education, urban geography, social justice, community design
centers, race-space identity, shared landscape, and many more topics.
Archaeology of Domestic Architecture and the Human Use of Space
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Practical Encounters with Intricate African Modernity
an exploration of the metaphorical dimensions and potential of architecture
Metaphor
Relational Ontologies in Bronze Age Britain and Ireland
Ontology and Metaphor in Batammaliba Architectural Expression
From Margin to Center
The author presents a large comparative database derived from ethnographic and architectural
research in Southeast Asia, Egypt, Mesoamerica, and other areas; proposes new methodologies for
comparative analyses of houses; and critically examines existing methodologies, theories, and
data. His work expands on and systematizes comparative and cross-cultural approaches to the
study of households and their environments to provide a firm foundation for this emerging line
of study.
ARCHITECTURE OF FIRST SOCIETIES THIS LANDMARK STUDY TRACES THE BEGINNINGS OF ARCHITECTURE BY
LOOKING AT THE LATEST ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND ANTHROPOLOGICAL RESEARCH From the dawn of human
society, through early civilizations, to pre-Columbian American societies, Architecture of First
Societies traces the different cultural formations that developed in various places throughout
the world to form the built environment. It is the first book to explore the beginnings of
architecture from a global perspective. Viewing ancient cultures through a lens of both time and
geography, this history of early architecture brings its subjects to life with full-color
photographs, maps, and drawings. The author cites the latest discoveries and analyses in
archaeology and anthropology and discovers links to the past by examining how indigenous
societies build today. “Encounters with Modernity” sections examine some of the political issues
that village life and its architectural traditions face in the modern world. This fascinating
and engaging tour of our architectural past: Fills a gap in architectural education concerning
early mankind, the emergence of First Society people, and the rise of early agricultural
societies Presents the story of early architecture, written by the coauthor of the acclaimed A
Global History of Architecture Uses the most current research to develop a global picture of
human interaction and migration Features color and black-and-white photos and drawings that show
site conditions as well as huts, houses, and other buildings under construction in cultures that
still exist today Highlights global relationships with color maps Analyzes topics ranging in
scale from landscape and culture to building techniques Helps us come to terms with our own
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modern approaches to historical conditions and anthropological pasts Architecture of First
Societies is ideal reading for anyone who seeks a deeper understanding of the strong
relationships between geography, ecology, culture, and architecture.
This book tackles the topic of religion, a broad subject exciting renewed interest across the
social and historical sciences. The volume is tightly focused on the early farming village of
Çatalhöyük, which has generated much interest both within and outside of archaeology, especially
for its contributions to the understanding of early religion. The volume discusses contemporary
themes such as materiality, animism, object vitality, and material dimensions of spirituality
while at the same time exploring broad evolutionary changes in the ways in which religion has
influenced society. The volume results from a unique collaboration between an archaeological
team and a range of specialists in ritual and religion.
Architecture and Ritual explores how the varied rituals of everyday life are framed and defined
in space by the buildings which we inhabit. It penetrates beyond traditional assumptions about
architectural style, aesthetics and utility to deal with something more implicit: how buildings
shape and reflect our experience in ways of which we remain unconscious. Whether designed to
house a grand ceremony or provide shelter for a daily meal, all buildings coordinate and
consolidate social relations by giving orientation and focus to the spatial practices of those
who use them. Peter Blundell Jones investigates these connections between the social and the
spatial, providing critical insights into the capacity for architecture to structure human
ritual, from the grand and formal to the mundane. This is achieved through deep readings of
individual pieces of architecture, each with a detailed description of its particular social
setting and use. The case studies are drawn from throughout architectural history and from
around the globe, each enabling a distinct theoretical theme to emerge, and showing how social
conventions vary with time and place, as well as what they have in common. Case studies range
from the Nuremberg Rally to the Centre Pompidou, and from the Palace of Westminster to Dogon
dwellings in Africa and a Modernist hospital. In considering how all architecture has to mesh
with the habits, beliefs, rituals and expectations of the society that created it, the book
presents deep implications for our understanding of architectural history and theory. It also
highlights the importance for architects of understanding how buildings frame social space
before they prescribe new architectural designs of their own. The book ends with a recent
example of user participation, showing how contemporary user interest and commitment to a
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building can be as strong as ever.
Necessary Architecture
Architecture and Ritual
Engaging the City through its Built Edges and Contact Zones
Diversity among Architects
A Comparative Study
Revealing Male Bodies
African Vodun
Architecture is a powerful medium for representing, ordering and classifying the world, and understanding the use of space
is fundamental to archaeological inquiry. Architecture and Order draws on the work of archaeologists, social theorists and
architects to explore the way in which people relate to the architecture which surrounds them. In many societies, houses
and tombs have encoded cultural meanings and values which are invoked and recalled through the practices of daily life.
Chapters include explorations of the early farming r archi*eye of Europe, from before the use of metals, to the Classical and
Medieval worlds of the Mediterranean and Europe. Research of the recent past and present include an overview of huntergatherers' camp organization, a reassessment of the use of space amongst the Dogon of West Africa and an examination of
mental disorders relating to the use of space in Britain. The volume goes beyond the implication that culture determines
form to develop an approach that integrates meaning and practice.
This volume collects and introduces some of the best writing on sexual behaviour and gender differences in ancient Greece
and Rome including four chapters newly translated from German and French. For centuries discussions of sexuality and
gender in the ancient world, if they took place at all, focussed on how the roles and spheres of the sexes were divided.
While men occupied the public sphere of the community, ranged through the Greek and Roman worlds and participated in
politics, courts, theatre and sport, women kept to the home. Sex occupied a separate sphere, in scholarly terms restricted
to specialists in ancient medicine. And then the subjects were transformed, first by Sir Kenneth Dover, then by Michel
Foucault.This book charts and illustrates the extraordinary evolution of scholarly investigation of a once hidden aspect of
the ancient world. In doing so it sheds light on fascinating and curious aspects of ancient lives and thought.
The study of vernacular architecture explores the characteristics of domestic buildings in particular regions or localities, and
the many social and cultural factors that have contributed to their evolution. In this book, vernacular architecture specialist
Paul Oliver brings together a wealth of information that spans over two decades, and the whole globe. Some previously
unpublished papers, as well as those only available in hard to find conference proceedings, are brought together in one
volume to form a fascinating reference for students and professional architects, as well as all those involved with planning
housing schemes in their home countries and overseas.
Blier illuminates the extraordinary architecture of the Batammaliba people of Western Africa, revealing these buildings as
texts through which we can read the beliefs, psychology, traditions, and social concerns of their inhabitants. In doing so,
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she explores the role of vernacular architecture as an expression of culture. "A splendid analysis of the centrality of
architecture in the daily lives of the Batammaliba and its integral role in articulating social values....The story is beautifully
told in the best of anthropological traditions."—Judith R. Blau, Contemporary Society "A remarkable study....Blier's volume
carries the study of African architecture to a qualitatively new level of scholarship. It introduces a new dimension whereby
the architectural medium can be used to illuminate much of the entire belief system of any culture."—Labelle Prussin,
African Arts "In this excellent book Blier provides a richly detailed and searching account of what architecture means to the
Batammaliba of northern Togo and Benin....The finest account I have yet read of the relations between systems of beliefs,
ritual practices, and African aesthetics and plastic arts....The ethnography and basic insight should be the envy of any social
anthropologist."—T.O. Beidelman, Man
A Symposium at Dumbarton Oaks, 7th and 8th October 1994
Function and Meaning in Classic Maya Architecture
A Global Perspective
Interpretations on Behalf of Place
An Encyclopedia
Theory, Education and Practice
Architecture and Order
In the past decade a range of formal spatial analysis methods has been developed for the study of human
engagement, experience and socialisation within the built environment. Many, although not all, of these
emanate from the fields of architectural and urban studies, and draw upon social theories of space that
lay emphasis on the role of visibility, movement, and accessibility in the built environment. These
approaches are now gaining in popularity among researchers of prehistoric and historic built spaces and
are given increasingly more weight in the interpretation of past urban environments. Spatial Analysis
and Social Spaces brings together contributions from specialists in archaeology, social theory, and
urban planning who explore the theoretical and methodological frameworks associated with the application
of new and established spatial analysis methods in past built environments. The focus is mainly on more
recent computer-based approaches and on techniques such as access analysis, visibility graph analysis,
isovist analysis, agent-based models of pedestrian movement, and 3D visibility approaches. The
contributors to this volume examine the relationship between space and social life from many different
perspectives, and provide illuminating examples from the archaeology of Greece, Italy and Cyprus, in
which intra-site analysis offers valuable insights into the built spaces and societies under study.
Niger is sand, light, and heat. Starting from the necessity of the Mission Catholique du Dosso, which
has worked in Niger for several years, this book speaks about the Nigerien situation which is
characterized by a countrywide spread of poverty. Along with studying the country’s environmental,
geographical conditions, the book discusses raw earth architecture in both vernacular and contemporary
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contexts. A number of the most common techniques are described. The possibilities for these methods to
adapt to the contemporary language of architecture without losing the technical and physical benefits
inherent in them are illustrated. The book embraces some topics that are not common but highly relevant
in the Developing World, such as identity through the evolution of architecture and the value of
transmitting knowledge related to the vernacular building process. Nowadays, Niger’s condition is
characterized by a lack of resources, both physical and cultural. Earthen technology appears to be a
valid solution in this situation for the creation of an environmentally sustainable approach. The book
aims to provide an overview of the possibility of constructing new buildings related to the climate and
traditional context, applying vernacular technology and solutions in a contemporary application.
Providing a balance between teaching vernacular knowledge and the contemporary architectural language
could help face this out-of-resource situation, aiming to get comfortable and affordable living spaces.
This book proposes new ways of looking at the built environment in archaeology, specifically through
postcolonial perspectives. It brings together scholars and professionals from the fields of archaeology,
urban studies, architectural history, and heritage in order to offer fresh perspectives on extracting
and interpreting social and cultural information from architecture and monuments. The goal is to show
how on-going critical engagement with the postcolonial critique can help archaeologists pursue more
inclusive, sensitive, and nuanced interpretations of the built environment of the past and contribute to
heritage discussions in the present. The chapters present case studies from Africa, Greece, Belgium,
Australia, Syria, Kuala Lumpur, South Africa, and Chile, covering a wide range of chronological periods
and settings. Through these diverse case studies, this volume encourages the reader to rethink the
analytical frameworks and methods traditionally employed in the investigation of built spaces of the
past. To the extent that these built spaces continue to shape identities and social relationships today,
the book also encourages the reader to reflect critically on archaeologists’ ability to impact
stakeholder communities and shape public perceptions of the past.
In this book, Marianne Hem Eriksen explores the social organization of Viking Age Scandinavia through a
study of domestic architecture, and in particular, the doorway. A highly charged architectural element,
the door is not merely a practical, constructional solution. Doors control access, generate movement,
and demark boundaries, yet also serve as potent ritual objects. For this study, Eriksen analyzes and
interprets the archaeological data of house remains from Viking Age Norway, which are here synthesized
for the first time. Using social approaches to architecture, she demonstrates how the domestic space of
the Viking household, which could include masters and slaves, wives and mistresses, children and cattle,
was not neutral. Quotidian and ritual interactions with, through, and orchestrated by doorways prove to
be central to the production of a social world in the Viking Age. Eriksen's book challenges the maledominated focus of research on the Vikings and expands research questions beyond topics of seaborne
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warriors, trade, and craft.
Embodying Cape Town
Architecture of Lifeworlds in Nepal
African Cosmos
Perspectives from UCL Anthropology
Personifying Prehistory
Vernacular Architecture in the 21st Century
Architecture of First Societies
Revealing Male Bodies is the first scholarly collection to directly confront male lived experience. There has been an explosion of work in men's studies,
masculinity issues, and male sexuality, in addition to a growing literature exploring female embodiment. Missing from the current literature, however, is a
sustained analysis of the phenomenology of male-gendered bodies. Revealing Male Bodies addresses this omission by examining how male bodies are physically
and experientially constituted by the economic, theoretical, and social practices in which men are immersed. Contributors include Susan Bordo, William Cowling,
Terry Goldie, Maurice Hamington, Don Ihde, Greg Johnson, BjÃ¶rn Krondorfer, Alphonso Lingis, Patrick McGann, Paul McIlvenny, Terrance MacMullan, Jim
Perkinson, Steven P. Schacht, Richard Schmitt, Nancy Tuana, Craig L. Wilkins, and John Zuern.
Gaining prominence as a seaport under the Ottomans in the mid-1500s, the city of Mocha on the Red Sea coast of Yemen pulsed with maritime commerce. Its
very name became synonymous with Yemen's most important revenue-producing crop -- coffee. After the imams of the Qasimi dynasty ousted the Ottomans in
1635, Mocha's trade turned eastward toward the Indian Ocean and coastal India. Merchants and shipowners from Asian, African, and European shores flocked
to the city to trade in Arabian coffee and aromatics, Indian textiles, Asian spices, and silver from the New World. Nancy Um tells how and why Mocha's urban
shape and architecture took the forms they did. Mocha was a hub in a great trade network encompassing overseas cities, agricultural hinterlands, and inland
market centers. All these connected places, together with the functional demands of commerce in the city, the social stratification of its residents, and the imam's
desire for wealth, contributed to Mocha's architectural and urban form. Eventually, in the mid-1800s, the Ottomans regained control over Yemen and abandoned
Mocha as their coastal base. Its trade and its population diminished and its magnificent buildings began to crumble, until few traces are left of them today. This
book helps bring Mocha to life once again.
The fourth edition of Historical Dictionary of Togo contains a chronology, an introduction, an extensive bibliography, and a dictionary section has over 100
cross-referenced dictionary entries on important personalities, politics, economy, foreign relations, religion, and culture.
This volume comprises a curated conversation between members of the Material Culture Section of University College London Anthropology. In laying out the
state of play in the field, it challenges how the anthropology of material culture is being done and argues for new directions of enquiry and new methods of
investigation. The contributors consider the ramifications of specific research methods and explore new methodological frameworks to address areas of human
experience that require a new analytical approach. The case studies draw from a range of contexts, including digital objects, infrastructure, data,
extraterrestriality, ethnographic curation, and medical materiality. They include timely reappraisals of now-classical analytical models that have shaped the way
we understand the object, the discipline, knowledge formation, and the artefact.
Living Myth and Architectonics in Southern China
Historical Dictionary of Togo
Approaches to Social Space
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