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The Chinese In America A Narrative History Iris Chang
Beth Lew-Williams shows how American immigration policies incited violence against
Chinese workers, and how that violence provoked new exclusionary policies. Locating the
origins of the modern American "alien" in this violent era, she makes clear that the
present resurgence of xenophobia builds mightily upon past fears of the "heathen
Chinaman."
The first wave of Chinese immigrants came to Chicagoland in the 1870s, after the
transcontinental railway connected the Pacific Coast to Chicago. In 1882, the Chinese
Exclusion Act prevented working-class Chinese from entering the U.S., except men who
could prove they were American citizens. For more than 60 years, many Chinese immigrants
had acquired documents helping to prove that they were born in America or had a parent
who was a citizen. The men who bore these false identities were called "paper sons." A
second wave of Chinese immigrants arrived after the repeal of the Act in 1943, seeking
economic opportunity and to be reunited with their families.
Chinese America - Stereotype and Reality is a comprehensive and fascinating textbook
about the Chinese in America. Covering more than 150 years of history, the book documents
the increasing importance of the Chinese as a social group: from immigration history to
the latest immigration legislation, from educational achievements to socio-cultural and
political accomplishments. Employing the author's detailed knowledge of the Chinese
Diaspora, combined with her meticulous research, the book explores the history,
diversity, socio-cultural structures, networks, and achievements of this often-overlooked
ethnicity. It highlights how, based on their current position, Chinese Americans are wellplaced to play a major role in future relations between China and the United States - the
two largest economies of the twenty-first century.
This landmark volume sheds light on the lives and experiences of the Chinese workers who
made up 90% of the workforce that built the Central Pacific Railroad--but who have been
little understood and largely invisible in traditional accounts of the building of the
First Transcontinental Railroad.
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The Chinese Lady
The Making of Asian America
Envisioning America
The Woman Who Could Not Forget: Iris Chang Before and Beyond The Rape of Nanking
Chop Suey, USA
Afong Moy in Early America
“Before World War I, when Chinese contributed importantly to the building of America by
constructing the transcontinental railroads and by digging gold and coal, three-fifths of
them came from one small district of their homeland; until 1943, immigration laws
fostered their concentrations in ‘Chinatowns’; only after World War II did they start
integrating into American life. This is the best general account of their culture,
contributions and problems.” — The New York Times “In this lucidly and beautifully
written account of Chinese immigrants in America from the 19th century to the present,
Jack Chen has done a superb job of casting history into a perspective of broad
understanding of nation building combined with a sense of ethnic pride.” — William Liu,
University of Illinois at Chicago, American Journal of Sociology “Most interesting and
certainly much needed.” — John King Fairbank, Francis Lee Higginson Professor of History,
Emeritus, Harvard University “Working with numerous excellent, recently published
monographs, archival materials, and unpublished papers by young scholars, Chen has
written a highly readable book, the most comprehensive and detailed account to date.” —
S. F. Chung, The Journal of Asian Studies
Originating in Japan early in the 1970s as a simple sing-along technology, karaoke has
become a hybrid media form designed to integrate mass-mediated popular music, video
images, computer graphics, and the live musical performance of its human users. Not only
has karaoke become a multimillion-dollar entertainment industry, its varied uses have
also evolved into diverse popular cultural and social practices among many people around
the world. Based on a two-year ethnographic study, this book offers a penetrating
analysis of how karaoke is used in the expression, maintenance, and (re)construction of
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social identity as part of the Chinese American experience. It also explores the
theoretical implications of interaction between the media audience and karaoke as both an
electronic communication technology and a cultural practice. This book analyzes the
social origins of karaoke and the dramaturgical characteristics of karaoke events, and
explains how various musical genres are reframed as karaoke music. It also visits the
numerous karaoke scenes in their natural context -- the sites of the actual consumption
of media products, such as expensive private homes and fancy hotel ballrooms in the
affluent suburbs of New Jersey, working-class restaurants and nightclubs in the
multiethnic neighborhoods in Flushing, Queens, and Cantonese opera music clubs in New
York's Chinatown. Finally, the book offers an intimate analysis of how karaoke has been
adopted by several interpretive communities of first-generation Chinese immigrants not
only as popular entertainment but also as a means to help (re)define their social
identity and way of life.
Sucheng Chan introduces this valuable new anthology with a commanding discussion of the
field of Chinese American studies, in which she examines its history and points the way
ahead. Here she and Madeline Y. Hsu have brought together leading-edge scholarship from a
new generation of thinkers, as useful for scholars as it is for undergraduate readers.
The contributors address a broad range of issues, from the activism of left-wing and
Communist Chinese immigrants to the U.S. in the 1920s and early 1930s and humanitarian
relief during the Sino-Japanese War to the construction of new Chinese regional
identities in New York.
This systematic study of residents in San Francisco's Chinatown - funded by the National
Institute of Mental Health - takes an empirical and psychological approach. Examining the
physical health, mental health and general welfare of Chinese Americans, the combination
of in-depth surveys and interviews with residents results in a clear picture of the
social and psychological problems of this ethnic minority community. The author also
examines various stereotypes and myths about Chinese Americans, Asian Americans and
immigrants found in academic literature, and her study dispells most of them.
New Chinese Americans and the Politics of Belonging
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A History
The Chinese Experience in America
A History of Communities and Institutions
From the Gold Rush to the Present
Chinese in America
Class, Economy, and Social Hierarchy
A fascinating look at Chinese perceptions of the United States and the cultural and political background that informs them.
A sociologist of international migration examines the Chinese American experience.
Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book. Sample Book Insights: #1 The first wave of Chinese emigration
to the United States began in the mid-nineteenth century, when China was still an imperial state ruled by the surviving members of
the Qing dynasty. The Qing, originally from Manchuria, had held power for two hundred years, but their power was waning. #2 The
Chinese civilization was centered around the two rivers that flowed from Tibet to the sea, the Yangtze River in the south and the
Yellow River in the north. The Gobi Desert dominated the north-central area of China. #3 The Chinese civil service was formed out
of the need for a centralized state to control a diverse population speaking different dialects, despite the fact that most people
rarely traveled far from their home villages. #4 The peasants in China worked extremely hard, but they were never given anything
in return. They were fed a sparse but nutritious diet, and hardly anything was wasted. They lived and died without ever seeing any
members of the class that ruled over them.
A groundbreaking, breathtaking history of the Chinese workers who built the Transcontinental Railroad, helping to forge modern
America only to disappear into the shadows of history until now.
One Family's Journey and the Chinese American Dream
The First Chinese American
One Family and the Extraordinary Invention of Chinese America
Chinese American Literature Since the 1850s
The New Chinese America
The Chinese in the United States
Contemporary Chinese America
Examines the history of Chinese immigration to the United States, discussing why they came, what they did
when they got here, where they settled, and customs they brought with them.
How have the Chinese fared in America? What motivated them to come here in the nineteenth century? How
were they received by native Americans? These are some of the questions that Henry Tsai deals with in this
important new book. He treats the nineteenth-century immigration experience, the development of early
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Chinese communities, American exclusion and the difficulties of living in the shadow of exclusion, and the
Chinese community in the post-World War II era and today. Also covered are Chinese women in conemporary
American society, the problems with children and youth in a multiracial society, and international issues such
as the relationships between the U.S., China, and Taiwan, and the implications of these issues for the Chinese
in America. The work provides a solid statistical analysis in a way that will be accessible to students and
scholars as well as general readers.
The Chinese in AmericaA Narrative HistoryPenguin Mass Market
"In the past fifty years, Asian Americans have helped change the face of America and are now the fastest
growing group in the United States. But as ... historian Erika Lee reminds us, Asian Americans also have deep
roots in the country. The Making of Asian America tells the little-known history of Asian Americans and their
role in American life, from the arrival of the first Asians in the Americas to the present-day. An epic history of
global journeys and new beginnings, this book shows how generations of Asian immigrants and their
American-born descendants have made and remade Asian American life in the United States: sailors who
came on the first trans-Pacific ships in the 1500s to the Japanese Americans incarcerated during World War II.
Over the past fifty years, a new Asian America has emerged out of community activism and the arrival of new
immigrants and refugees. No longer a "despised minority," Asian Americans are now held up as America's
"model minorities" in ways that reveal the complicated role that race still plays in the United States.
Published to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the passage of the United States' Immigration and
Nationality Act of 1965 that has remade our "nation of immigrants," this is a new and definitive history of
Asian Americans. But more than that, it is a new way of understanding America itself, its complicated
histories of race and immigration, and its place in the world today"--Jacket.
Second-Generation Chinese Americans in China, 1901–1949
The Epic Story of the Chinese Who Built the Transcontinental Railroad
Immigration, Ethnicity, and Community Transformation
The Chinese in America
China's America
in Search of A Voice
A Chinaman's Chance

Using culture rather than politics or economics as a reference point, Xu Guoqi highlights significant yet neglected cultural
exchanges in which China and America have contributed to each other’s national development, building the foundation of what
Zhou Enlai called a relationship of “equality and mutual benefit.”
Offering a textured history of the Chinese in America since their arrival during the California Gold Rush, this work includes
letters, speeches, testimonies, oral histories, personal memoirs, poems, essays, and folksongs. It provides an insight into
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immigration, work, family and social life, and the longstanding fight for equality and inclusion.
Chronicles the history of Chinese immigrants in the United States, identifying their contributions to the nation's development,
from the construction of the transcontinental railroad to scientific and technological advances.
Chinese American Literature since the 1850s traces the origins and development of the extensive and largely neglected body
of literature written in English and in Chinese, assessing its themes and style and placing it in a broad social and historical
context. This essential volume, a much-needed introduction and guide to the field, shows how change and continuity in the
Chinese American experience are reflected in the writings of immigrants from China and their descendants in the United
States. Using a fresh approach that combines literary and historical scholarship, Xiao-huang Yin covers representative works
from the 1850s to the present. These include journalistic and autobiographical texts from nineteenth-century Chinese authors;
writings on the walls of Angel Island, the main Asian immigrant arrival point on the West Coast; writings of late-nineteenth- and
early-twentieth-century "cultivated Chinese", students and scholars who came to America to advance their educations; and the
work of more recent authors who have entered the canon, including Sui Sin Far, Jade Snow Wong, Frank Chin, Maxine Hong
Kingston, and Amy Tan. As the only volume that covers the literature written by immigrant authors in the Chinese language,
Xiao-huang Yin's book significantly enlarges the scope of Chinese and Asian American studies. This body of literature, including
works by immigrant writers such as Chen Ruoxi, Yu Lihua, and Zhang Xiguo, reflects the high percentage of Chinese Americans
for whom the Chinese language remains an integral part of everyday life. A core text for students and scholars of Asian
American studies, Chinese American Literature since the 1850s is an important resource forliterary critics, historians,
sociologists, and anthropologists interested in diaspora studies, transnationalism, cultural studies, race and ethnicity, and the
immigrant experiences in which Chinese American literature is embedded.
The Chinese Question: The Gold Rushes and Global Politics
The Chinese and the Iron Road
Stereotype and Reality : History, Present, and Future of the Chinese Americans
A Narrative History
An Address Delivered in Metropolitan Temple, San Francisco, Dec. 21, 1879, and in the State Capitol at Sacramento, January
16, 1880
Chinese American Voices
Chinese Immigration during the Exclusion Era, 1882-1943
Chinese in America endured abuse and discrimination in the late nineteenth century, but they had a leader and a
fighter in Wong Chin Foo (1847–1898), whose story is a forgotten chapter in the struggle for equal rights in
America. The first to use the term “Chinese American,” Wong defended his compatriots against malicious
scapegoating and urged them to become Americanized to win their rights. A trailblazer and a born showman who
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proclaimed himself China’s first Confucian missionary to the United States, he founded America’s first
association of Chinese voters and testified before Congress to get laws that denied them citizenship repealed.
Wong challenged Americans to live up to the principles they freely espoused but failed to apply to the Chinese in
their midst. This evocative biography is the first book-length account of the life and times of one of America’s
most famous Chinese—and one of its earliest campaigners for racial equality.
A portrait of Chinese-American life documents the stories of Chinese pioneers who entered the country from the
west coast in the mid-nineteenth century, illuminates the roles of Chinese-American transnationals who have
shaped American multiculturalism, and considers the roles of Chinese Americans in immigration, globalization,
and foreign policy. 15,000 first printing.
In the first decades of the 20th century, almost half of the Chinese Americans born in the United States moved to
China—a relocation they assumed would be permanent. At a time when people from around the world flocked to
the United States, this little-noticed emigration belied America’s image as a magnet for immigrants and a land of
upward mobility for all. Fleeing racism, Chinese Americans who sought greater opportunities saw China, a
tottering empire and then a struggling republic, as their promised land. American Exodus is the first book to
explore this extraordinary migration of Chinese Americans. Their exodus shaped Sino-American relations, the
development of key economic sectors in China, the character of social life in its coastal cities, debates about the
meaning of culture and “modernity” there, and the U.S. government’s approach to citizenship and expatriation in
the interwar years. Spanning multiple fields, exploring numerous cities, and crisscrossing the Pacific Ocean, this
book will appeal to anyone interested in Chinese history, international relations, immigration history, and Asian
American studies.
The 1965 Immigration Act altered the lives and outlook of Chinese Americans in fundamental ways. The New
Chinese America explores the historical, economic, and social foundations of the Chinese American community,
in order to reveal the emergence of a new social hierarchy after 1965. In this detailed and comprehensive study of
contemporary Chinese America, Xiaojian Zhao uses class analysis to illuminate the difficulties of everyday
survival for poor and undocumented immigrants and analyzes the process through which social mobility occurs.
Through ethnic ties, Chinese Americans have built an economy of their own in which entrepreneurs can maintain
a competitive edge given their access to low-cost labor; workers who are shut out of the mainstream job market
can find work and make a living; and consumers can enjoy high quality services at a great bargain. While the
growth of the ethnic economy enhances ethnic bonds by increasing mutual dependencies among different groups
of Chinese Americans, it also determines the limits of possibility for various individuals depending on their
socioeconomic and immigration status.
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American Paper Son
Chinese Americans and the Politics of Race and Culture
Karaoke and the Construction of Identity in Chinese America
The Chinese View the United States, 1900-2000
Mental Health and Quality of Life in the Inner City
The Story of Chinese Food in America
The Chinese of America
Envisioning America is a groundbreaking and richly detailed study of how naturalized Chinese living in Southern California become highly
involved civic and political actors. Like other immigrants to the United States, their individual life stories are of survival, becoming, and
belonging. But unlike any other Asian immigrant group before them, they have the resources—Western-based educations, entrepreneurial
strengths, and widely based social networks in Asia—to become fully accepted in their new homes. Nevertheless, Chinese Americans are finding
that their social credentials can be a double-edged sword. Their complete incorporation as citizens is bounded both by mainstream discourse in
the United States, which paints them racially as perpetual foreigners, and by an existing Asian-Pacific American community not always
accepting of their economic achievements and transnational ties. Their attempts at inclusion are at the heart of a vigorous struggle for
recognition and political empowerment. This book challenges the notion that Asian Americans are apathetic or apolitical about civic
engagement, reminding us that political involvement would often have been a life-threatening act in their homeland. The voices of Chinese
Americans who tell their stories in these pages uncover the ways in which these new citizens actively embrace their American citizenship and
offer a unique perspective on how global identities transplanted across borders become rooted in the local.
With the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, Chinese laborers became the first group in American history to be excluded from the United States on
the basis of their race and class. This landmark law changed the course of U.S. immigration history, but we know little about its consequences
for the Chinese in America or for the United States as a nation of immigrants. At America's Gates is the first book devoted entirely to both
Chinese immigrants and the American immigration officials who sought to keep them out. Erika Lee explores how Chinese exclusion laws not
only transformed Chinese American lives, immigration patterns, identities, and families but also recast the United States into a "gatekeeping
nation." Immigrant identification, border enforcement, surveillance, and deportation policies were extended far beyond any controls that had
existed in the United States before. Drawing on a rich trove of historical sources--including recently released immigration records, oral
histories, interviews, and letters--Lee brings alive the forgotten journeys, secrets, hardships, and triumphs of Chinese immigrants. Her timely
book exposes the legacy of Chinese exclusion in current American immigration control and race relations.
Collection of essays by Chinese-American scholar Him Mark Lai; published in association with the Chinese Historical Society of San
Francisco.
The definitive biography of Tsien Hsue-Shen, the pioneer of the American space age who was mysteriously accused of being a communist,
deported, and became -- to America's continuing chagrin -- the father of the Chinese missile program.
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Ghosts of Gold Mountain
Chinese and Americans
Becoming Chinese American
Chinese in Chicago, 1870-1945
Violence, Exclusion, and the Making of the Alien in America
Building the Transcontinental Railroad
The Remarkable Life of Wong Chin Foo
In 1834, a Chinese woman named Afong Moy arrived in America as both a prized guest and an
advertisement for a merchant firm--a promotional curiosity with bound feet and a celebrity used
to peddle exotic wares from the East. This first biography of Afong Moy explores how she shaped
Americans' impressions of China, while living as a stranger in a foreign land.
Traces three generations of a Chinese-American family from its patriarch's self-invention as an
immigration broker in post-gold rush San Francisco to the family's intimate involvement in the
1904 World's Fair.
During the height of racist anti-Chinese U.S. immigration laws, illegal aliens were able to
come into the States under false papers identifying them as the sons of those who had returned
to China to marry and have children. American Paper Son is the story of one such Chinese
immigrant who came to Wichita, Kansas, in 1935 as a thirteen-year-old "paper son" to help in
his father's restaurant there. This vivid first-person account addresses significant themes in
Asian American history through the lens of Wong's personal stories. Wong served in one of the
all-Chinese units of the 14th Air Force in China during World War II and he discusses the
impact of race and segregation on his experience. After the war he found a wife in Taishan,
brought her to the US, and became involved in the government's infamous Confession program (an
amnesty program for immigrants). Wong eventually became a successful real estate entrepreneur
in Wichita. Rich with poignant insights into the realities of life as part of a very small
Chinese American population in a Midwestern town, this memoir provides an important new view of
the Asian American experience away from the West Coast. Benson Tong adds a scholarly
introduction and useful annotations.
Traces the history of the Chinese in the United States focusing on their struggle for
acceptance by the white population and their contributions to the development of their new
country.
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The Chinese in America. A National Question
Summary of Iris Chang's The Chinese in America
A Chinese Immigrant in the Midwest
The Challenge of the American Dream
The Untold Story of America's Oldest New Community
The Chinese Must Go
American Born Chinese
A tour-de-force by rising indy comics star Gene Yang, American Born Chinese tells the story of
three apparently unrelated characters: Jin Wang, who moves to a new neighborhood with his family
only to discover that he's the only Chinese-American student at his new school; the powerful
Monkey King, subject of one of the oldest and greatest Chinese fables; and Chin-Kee, a
personification of the ultimate negative Chinese stereotype, who is ruining his cousin Danny's
life with his yearly visits. Their lives and stories come together with an unexpected twist in
this action-packed modern fable. American Born Chinese is an amazing ride, all the way up to the
astonishing climax. American Born Chinese is a 2006 National Book Award Finalist for Young
People's Literature, the winner of the 2007 Eisner Award for Best Graphic Album: New, an Eisner
Award nominee for Best Coloring and a 2007 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the Year. This
title has Common Core Connections
American diners began to flock to Chinese restaurants more than a century ago, making Chinese
food the first mass-consumed cuisine in the United States. By 1980, it had become the country's
most popular ethnic cuisine. Chop Suey, USA offers the first comprehensive interpretation of the
rise of Chinese food, revealing the forces that made it ubiquitous in the American gastronomic
landscape and turned the country into an empire of consumption. Engineered by a politically
disenfranchised, numerically small, and economically exploited group, Chinese food's tour de
America is an epic story of global cultural encounter. It reflects not only changes in taste but
also a growing appetite for a more leisurely lifestyle. Americans fell in love with Chinese food
not because of its gastronomic excellence but because of its affordability and convenience,
which is why they preferred the quick and simple dishes of China while shunning its haute
cuisine. Epitomized by chop suey, American Chinese food was a forerunner of McDonald's,
democratizing the once-exclusive dining-out experience for such groups as marginalized Anglos,
African Americans, and Jews. The rise of Chinese food is also a classic American story of
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immigrant entrepreneurship and perseverance. Barred from many occupations, Chinese Americans
successfully turned Chinese food from a despised cuisine into a dominant force in the restaurant
market, creating a critical lifeline for their community. Chinese American restaurant workers
developed the concept of the open kitchen and popularized the practice of home delivery. They
streamlined certain Chinese dishes, such as chop suey and egg foo young, turning them into
nationally recognized brand names.
A quintessiantially American story chronicling Chinese American achievement in the face of
institutionalized racism by the New York Times bestselling author of The Rape of Nanking In an
epic story that spans 150 years and continues to the present day, Iris Chang tells of a people’s
search for a better life—the determination of the Chinese to forge an identity and a destiny in
a strange land and, often against great obstacles, to find success. She chronicles the many
accomplishments in America of Chinese immigrants and their descendents: building the
infrastructure of their adopted country, fighting racist and exclusionary laws and anti-Asian
violence, contributing to major scientific and technological advances, expanding the literary
canon, and influencing the way we think about racial and ethnic groups. Interweaving political,
social, economic, and cultural history, as well as the stories of individuals, Chang offers a
bracing view not only of what it means to be Chinese American, but also of what it is to be
American.
How Chinese migration to the world’s goldfields upended global power and economics and forged
modern conceptions of race. In roughly five decades, between 1848 and 1899, more gold was
removed from the earth than had been mined in the 3,000 preceding years, bringing untold wealth
to individuals and nations. But friction between Chinese and white settlers on the goldfields of
California, Australia, and South Africa catalyzed a global battle over “the Chinese Question”:
would the United States and the British Empire outlaw Chinese immigration? This distinguished
history of the Chinese diaspora and global capitalism chronicles how a feverish alchemy of race
and money brought Chinese people to the West and reshaped the nineteenth-century world. Drawing
on ten years of research across five continents, prize-winning historian Mae Ngai narrates the
story of the thousands of Chinese who left their homeland in pursuit of gold, and how they
formed communities and organizations to help navigate their perilous new world. Out of their
encounters with whites, and the emigrants’ assertion of autonomy and humanity, arose the
pernicious western myth of the “coolie” laborer, a racist stereotype used to drive anti-Chinese
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sentiment. By the turn of the twentieth century, the United States and the British Empire had
answered “the Chinese Question” with laws that excluded Chinese people from immigration and
citizenship. Ngai explains how this happened and argues that Chinese exclusion was not
extraneous to the emergent global economy but an integral part of it. The Chinese Question
masterfully links important themes in world history and economics, from Europe’s subjugation of
China to the rise of the international gold standard and the invention of racist, anti-Chinese
stereotypes that persist to this day.
The Lucky Ones
Chinese America
At America's Gates
American Exodus
Thread Of The Silkworm
An Illustrated History of the Chinese in America
My Chinese-America
The poignant story of the life and death of world-famous author and historian Iris Chang, as told by her mother. Iris Chang's
best-selling book The Rape of Nanking forever changed the way we view the Second World War in Asia. It all began with a
photo of a river choked with the bodies of hundreds of Chinese civilians that shook Iris to her core. Who were these people?
Why had this happened and how could their story have been lost to history? She could not shake that image from her head.
She could not forget what she had seen. A few short years later, Chang revealed this "second Holocaust" to the world. The
Japanese atrocities against the people of Nanking were so extreme that a Nazi party leader based in China actually petitioned
Hitler to ask the Japanese government to stop the massacre. But who was this woman that single-handedly swept away years
of silence, secrecy and shame? Her mother, Ying-Ying, provides an enlightened and nuanced look at her daughter, from Iris'
home-made childhood newspaper, to her early years as a journalist and later, as a promising young historian, her struggles
with her son's autism and her tragic suicide. The Woman Who Could Not Forget cements Iris' legacy as one of the most
extraordinary minds of her generation and reveals the depth and beauty of the bond between a mother and daughter.
Eloquently written essays about aspects of Asian American life comprise this collection that looks at how Asian-Americans view
themselves in light of America's insensitivities, stereotypes, and expectations. My Chinese-America speaks on masculinity,
identity, and topics ranging from Jeremy Lin and immigration to profiling and Asian silences. This essays have an intimacy that
transcends cultural boundaries, and casts light on a vital part of American culture that surrounds and influences all of us.
From Tony Hsieh to Amy Chua to Jeremy Lin, Chinese Americans are now arriving at the highest levels of American business,
civic life, and culture. But what makes this story of immigrant ascent unique is that Chinese Americans are emerging at just the
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same moment when China has emerged - and indeed may displace America - at the center of the global scene. What does it
mean to be Chinese American in this moment? And how does exploring that question alter our notions of just what an
American is and will be? In many ways, Chinese Americans today are exemplars of the American Dream: during a crowded
century and a half, this community has gone from indentured servitude, second-class status and outright exclusion to
economic and social integration and achievement. But this narrative obscures too much: the Chinese Americans still left
behind, the erosion of the American Dream in general, the emergence—perhaps—of a Chinese Dream, and how other
Americans will look at their countrymen of Chinese descent if China and America ever become adversaries. As Chinese
Americans reconcile competing beliefs about what constitutes success, virtue, power, and purpose, they hold a mirror up to
their country in a time of deep flux. In searching, often personal essays that range from the meaning of Confucius to the role of
Chinese Americans in shaping how we read the Constitution to why he hates the hyphen in "Chinese-American," Eric Liu pieces
together a sense of the Chinese American identity in these auspicious years for both countries. He considers his own public
career in American media and government; his daughter's efforts to hold and release aspects of her Chinese inheritance; and
the still-recent history that made anyone Chinese in America seem foreign and disloyal until proven otherwise. Provocative,
often playful but always thoughtful, Liu breaks down his vast subject into bite-sized chunks, along the way providing insights
into universal matters: identity, nationalism, family, and more.
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