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'This vivid and engaging book brings to life some of the most important moments in ancient
history, moments that have shaped not only the politics and culture of bygone eras, but the
institutions, thoughts and fantasies of our time.' Yuval Noah Harari (Sapiens) 'A bold and
imaginative page-turner that challenges ideas about the world of antiquity.' Peter Frankopan (The
Silk Roads) 'As panoramic as it is learned, this is ancient history for our globalised world.' Tom
Holland (Dynasty, Rubicon) ________________________________________ Acclaimed historian
and TV presenter Michael Scott guides us through an epic story spanning ten centuries to create a
bold new reading of the classical era for our globalised world. Scott challenges our traditionally
western-focused perception of the past, connecting Greco-Roman civilisation to the great rulers
and empires that swept across Central Asia to India and China - resulting in a truly global vision
of ancient history. With stunning range and richness Ancient Worlds illustrates how the great
powers and characters of antiquity shared ambitions and crises, ways of thinking and forms of
governing: connections that only grew stronger over the centuries as political systems evolved,
mighty armies clashed, universal religions were born and our modern world was foreshadowed.
Scott focuses on three epochal 'moments' across the ancient globe, and their profound wider
significance: from 509-8 BCE (birth of Athenian democracy and Rome's republic, also the age of
Confucius's teachings in China); to 218 BCE (when Hannibal of Carthage challenged Rome and
China saw its first emperor); to 312 CE, when Constantine sought to impose Christianity on the
Roman world even as Buddhism was pervading China via the vast trading routes we now know as
the 'Silk Roads.' A major work of global history, Michael Scott's enthralling journey challenges
the way we think about our past, re-draws the map of the classical age to reveal its hidden
connections, and shows us how ancient history has lessons for our own times.
A three-thousand year history of the world that examines the causes of war and the search for
peace In three thousand years of history, China has spent at least eleven centuries at war. The
Roman Empire was in conflict during at least 50 per cent of its lifetime. Since 1776, the United
States has spent over one hundred years at war. The dream of peace has been universal in the
history of humanity. So why have we so rarely been able to achieve it? In A Political History of the
World, Jonathan Holslag has produced a sweeping history of the world, from the Iron Age to the
present, that investigates the causes of conflict between empires, nations and peoples and the
attempts at diplomacy and cosmopolitanism. A birds-eye view of three thousand years of history,
the book illuminates the forces shaping world politics from Ancient Egypt to the Han Dynasty, the
Pax Romana to the rise of Islam, the Peace of Westphalia to the creation of the United Nations.
This truly global approach enables Holslag to search for patterns across different eras and
regions, and explore larger questions about war, diplomacy, and power. Has trade fostered peace?
What are the limits of diplomacy? How does environmental change affect stability? Is war a
universal sin of power? At a time when the threat of nuclear war looms again, this is a muchneeded history intended for students of international politics, and anyone looking for a
background on current events.
While scholars have often cited the influence of medieval texts and society on J.R.R. Tolkien's
seminal fantasy creations, the role of the classical world - the literature and thought of ancient
Greece and Rome - has received far less attention. This volume of essays explores various ways in
which Tolkien's literary creations were shaped by classical epic, myth, poetry, history, philosophy,
drama, and language. In making such connections, the contributors to this volume are interested
not simply in source-hunting but in how a reception of the classical world can shape the meaning
we derive from Tolkien's masterworks. The contributions to this volume by Philip Burton, Lukasz
Neubauer, Giuseppe Pezzini, Benjamin Eldon Stevens, Graham Shipley, and several other
scholars should pave the way for further discussions between classical studies and fantasy studies.
Robin Lane Fox's The Classical World brings together the epic histories of Greece and Rome. His
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panoramic account spans centuries of change, from the foundation of the world's first democracy
to the expansion of the Roman Empire, and brings to life such great figures as Homer, Alexander
the Great, Julius Caesar and Emperor Augustus. Spellbinding and stimulating, it illuminates two
civilizations that dominated the ancient world and still inspire and enlighten us today.
Tolkien and the Classical World
Epic Traditions in the Contemporary World
Truth and Fiction in the Bible
An Activity Guide to Life in Ancient Greece and Rome
An Epic Journey from Homer to Virgil and Beyond
Classical World

Presents a history of the epic battles, the indomitable ships, and the
men--from extraordinary leaders to seductive rogues--who established
Athens' supremacy, taking readers on a tour of the far-flung
expeditions and detailing the legacy of a forgotten maritime empire.
This remarkable and daringly original book proposes a new way of
thinking about the Greeks and their myths in the age of the great
Homeric hymns. It combines a lifetime's familiarity with Greek
literature and history with the latest archeological discoveries and the
author's own journeys to the main sites in the story to describe how
particular Greeks of the eighth century BC travelled east and west
around the Mediterranean, and how their extraordinary journeys
shaped their ideas of their gods and heroes. It gathers together stories
and echoes from many different ancient cultures, not just the Greek Assyria, Egypt, the Phoenician traders - and ranges from Mesopotamia
to the Rio Tinto at Huelva in modern Portugal. Its central point is the
Jebel Aqra, the great mountain on the north Syrian coast which Robin
Lane Fox dubs 'the southern Olympus', and around which much of the
action of the book turns. Robin Lane Fox rejects the fashionable view
of Homer and his near-contemporary Hesiod as poets who owed a
direct debt to texts and poems from the near East, and by following
the trail of the Greek travellers shows that they were, rather, in debt to
their own countrymen. With characteristic flair he reveals how these
travellers, progenitors of tales which have inspired writers and
historians for thousands of years, understood the world before the
beginnings of philosophy and western thought.
From popular histories through to reworkings of classical subject
matter by contemporary poets, dramatists, and novelists, the classical
world and the masterpieces of its literature continue to fascinate
readers and audiences in a huge variety of media. In this Very Short
Introduction, William Allan explores what the 'classics' are and why
they continue to shape our Western concepts of literature. Presenting
a range of material from both Greek and Latin literature, he illustrates
the variety and sophistication of these works, and considers examples
from all the major genres. Ideal for the general reader interested in
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works of classic literature, as well as students at A-Level and
University, this is a lively and lucid guide to the major authors and
literary forms of the ancient period. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
The Emperor Hadrian was arguably the first classicist, captivated by a
classical past and society he could already identify as something apart.
In this one-volume history of the ancient world up to his death, Robin
Lane Fox traces the development of classical civilisation from its
origins in the 9th century BC to the height of the Roman Empire. Over
this period the classical world bore witness to many dramatic changes,
and this is a lively introduction to its highest points and a riveting
exploration of evolving views of luxury, justice and freedom. toured his
domains, as it is now for the many who share his fascination with the
ancient world, its history, culture, and civilisation. Few historians are
able to write about the broad sweep of ancient history with such depth
of sympathetic understanding, or to communicate its appeal and
significance so vividly, but with this book Lane Fox succeeds
brilliantly.
Classical Epic
An Epic History of East and West
The Classical World
The Epic History of Greece and Rome
Classical Literature: A Very Short Introduction
Homer and Virgil
The poems of the Epic Cycle are assumed to be the reworking of myths and narratives which
had their roots in an oral tradition predating that of many of the myths and narratives which
took their present form in the Iliad and the Odyssey. The remains of these texts allow us to
investigate diachronic aspects of epic diction as well as the extent of variation within it on the
part of individual authors - two of the most important questions in modern research on
archaic epic. They also help to illuminate the early history of Greek mythology. Access to the
poems, however, has been thwarted by their current fragmentary state. This volume provides
the scholarly community and graduate students with a thorough critical foundation for
reading and interpreting them.
In the ancient world Homer was recognised as the fountainhead of culture. His poems, the
Iliad and the Odyssey, were universally admired as examples of great literature which could
never be surpassed. In this study, Richard Jenkyns re-examines the two Homeric epics and
the work that is perhaps their closest rival, the Aeneid of Virgil. A wide range of topics is
covered, including chapters on heroism and tragedy in the Iliad, morality in the Odyssey and
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Virgil's skilful reworking of elements from the two earlier epics. Essential reading for those
who are unfamiliar with the works of Homer and Virgil, the author's lively and provocative
approach will also appeal to more experienced scholars of classical literature.
Fourteen essays on epic, oral and literary, from ancient to modern, from the Americas to
India.
With contributions from leading scholars, this is a uniquecross-cultural comparison of
historical epics across a wide rangeof cultures and time periods, which presents crucial
insights intohow history is treated in narrative poetry. The first book to gain new insights into
the topic of‘epic and history’ through in-depth cross-culturalcomparisons Covers epic
traditions across the globe and across a wide rangeof time periods Brings together leading
specialists in the field, and is editedby two internationally regarded scholars An important
reference for scholars and students interested inhistory and literature across a broad range of
disciplines
Greeks and their myths in the epic age of Homer
Beyond the Nile
Harry Potter and the Classical World
In the Shadow of Heroes
Classical Literature
The Oxford History of Greece and the Hellenistic World
The newest novel from the critically-acclaimed author of WITCHBORN
... Fourteen-year-old Cadmus has been scholar Tullus's slave since he
was a baby - his master is the only family he knows. But when Tullus
disappears and a taciturn slave called Tog - daughter of a British
chieftain - arrives with a secret message, Cadmus's life is turned
upside down. The pair follow a trail that leads to Emperor Nero himself,
and his crazed determination to possess the Golden Fleece of Greek
mythology. This quest will push Cadmus to the edge of the Roman
Empire - and reveal unexpected truths about his past ...
The writings of the Greeks and Romans form the bedrock of Western
culture. Inventing the molds for histories, tragedies, and philosophies,
while pioneering radical new forms of epic and poetry, the Greeks and
Romans created the literary world we still inhabit today. Writing with
verve and insight, distinguished classicist Richard Jenkyns explores a
thousand years of classical civilization, carrying readers from the
depths of the Greek dark ages through the glittering heights of Rome’s
empire. Jenkyns begins with Homer and the birth of epic poetry before
exploring the hypnotic poetry of Pindar, Sappho, and others from the
Greek dark ages. Later, in Athens’s classical age, Jenkyns shows the
radical nature of Sophocles’s choice to portray Ajax as a
psychologically wounded warrior, how Aeschylus developed tragedy,
and how Herodotus, in “inventing history,” brought to narrative an epic
and tragic quality. We meet the strikingly modern figure of Virgil,
struggling to mirror epic art in an age of empire, and experience the
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love poems of Catullus, who imbued verse with obsessive passion as
never before. Even St. Paul and other early Christian writers are artfully
grounded here in their classical literary context. A dynamic and
comprehensive introduction to Greek and Roman literature, Jenkyns’s
Classical Literature is essential reading for anyone seeking a deeper
understanding of the classics—and the extraordinary origins of Western
culture.
From about 2000 BCE onward, Egypt served as an important nexus for
cultural exchange in the eastern Mediterranean, importing and
exporting not just wares but also new artistic techniques and styles.
Egyptian, Greek, and Roman craftsmen imitated one another’s work,
creating cultural and artistic hybrids that transcended a single
tradition. Yet in spite of the remarkable artistic production that resulted
from these interchanges, the complex vicissitudes of exchange
between Egypt and the Classical world over the course of nearly 2500
years have not been comprehensively explored in a major exhibition or
publication in the United States. It is precisely this aspect of Egypt’s
history, however, that Beyond the Nile uncovers. Renowned scholars
have come together to provide compelling analyses of the constantly
evolving dynamics of cultural exchange, first between Egyptians and
Greeks—during the Bronze Age, then the Archaic and Classical periods
of Greece, and finally Ptolemaic Egypt—and later, when Egypt passed
to Roman rule with the defeat of Cleopatra. Beyond the Nile, a
milestone publication issued on the occasion of a major international
exhibition, will become an indispensable contribution to the field. With
gorgeous photographs of more than two hundred rare objects,
including frescoes, statues, obelisks, jewelry, papyri, pottery, and
coins, this volume offers an essential and inter-disciplinary approach to
the rich world of artistic cross-pollination during antiquity.
Epic does many things. Among others, it defines the nature of the
human storyteller; recalls the creation of the world and of the human
race; describes the paradoxical role of the hero as both the Everyman
and the radical exception; and establishes the complex quest
underlying all human action. Epic illustrates that these ingredients of
epic storytelling are universal cultural elements, in existence across
multiple remote geographical locations, historical eras, ethnic and
linguistic groups, and levels of technological and economic
development. Frederick Turner argues that epic, despite being scoffed
at and neglected for over sixty years, is the most fundamental and
important of all literary forms and thereby deserves serious critical
attention. It is the source and originof all other literature, the frame
within which any story is possible. The mission of this book is to repair
gaps in the literary understanding of epic studies—and offer permission
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to future epic writers and composers. The cultural genres of Marvel
Comics, gothic, anime, manga, multi-user dungeon gaming, and
superhero movies reprise all the epic themes and motifs. Consider The
Wizard of Oz, Star Wars, The Lord of the Rings, Lost, The Matrix,
Superman, Harry Potter, and Narnia. Here can be found the epic beastman, the miraculous birth of the hero, the creation myth, the founding
of the city, the quest journey, the descent into the land of the dead,
the monsters, and the trickster. This book will be of interest to all
readers fascinated by folklore, oral tradition, religious studies,
anthropology, mythology, and enthusiastic about literature in general.
The Story of Greece and Rome
Travelling Heroes
The Poetics of Community
The Trojan War
Conversions to Confessions
The Epic Story of the Athenian Navy and the Birth of Democracy
Alexander the Great, according to Plutarch, carried on his campaigns a copy of the
Iliad, kept alongside a dagger; on a more pronounced ideological level, ancient Romans
looked to the Aeneid as an argument for imperialism. In this major reinterpretation of
epic poetry beginning with Virgil, David Quint explores the political context and
meanings of key works in Western literature. He divides the history of the genre into
two political traditions: the Virgilian epics of conquest and empire that take the victors'
side (the Aeneid itself, Camoes's Lusíadas, Tasso's Gerusalemme liberata) and the
countervailing epic of the defeated and of republican liberty (Lucan's Pharsalia, Ercilla's
Araucana, and d'Aubigné's Les tragiques). These traditions produce opposing ideas of
historical narrative: a linear, teleological narrative that belongs to the imperial
conquerors, and an episodic and open-ended narrative identified with "romance," the
story told of and by the defeated. Quint situates Paradise Lost and Paradise Regained
within these rival traditions. He extends his political analysis to the scholarly revival of
medieval epic in the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and to Sergei Eisenstein's
epic film, Alexander Nevsky. Attending both to the topical contexts of individual poems
and to the larger historical development of the epic genre, Epic and Empire provides
new models for exploring the relationship between ideology and literary form.
A comprehensive treatment of the Classical World in film and television, A Companion
to Ancient Greece and Rome on Screen closely examines the films and TV shows
centered on Greek and Roman cultures and explores the tension between pagan and
Christian worlds. Written by a team of experts in their fields, this work considers
productions that discuss social settings as reflections of their times and as indicative of
the technical advances in production and the economics of film and television.
Productions included are a mix of Hollywood and European spanning from the silent
film era though modern day television series, and topics discussed include Hollywood
politics in film, soundtrack and sound design, high art and low art, European art
cinemas, and the ancient world as comedy. Written for students of film and television as
well as those interested in studies of ancient Rome and Greece, A Companion to
Ancient Greece and Rome on Screen provides comprehensive, current thinking on how
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the depiction of Ancient Greece and Rome on screen has developed over the past
century. It reviews how films of the ancient world mirrored shifting attitudes towards
Christianity, the impact of changing techniques in film production, and fascinating
explorations of science fiction and technical fantasy in the ancient world on popular TV
shows like Star Trek, Babylon 5, Battlestar Galactica, and Dr. Who.
This deft volume, which ultimately challenges the conventional scholarly opposition of
standards of masculinity and femininity, will appeal to scholars and students of the
classical world, European warfare, and gender studies.
The Bible is moving, inspirational and endlessly fascinating - but is it true? Starting with
Genesis and the implicit background to the birth of Christ, Robin Lane Fox sets out to
discover how far biblical descriptions of people, places and events are confirmed or
contradicted by external written and archaeological evidence. He turns a sharp
historian's eye on when and where the individual books were composed, whether the
texts as originally written exist, how the canon was assembled, and why the Gospels
give varying accounts even of the trial and condemnation of Jesus.
Ancient Worlds
Lords of the Sea
Greek Epic Fragments from the Seventh to the Fifth Centuries BC
A Global History of Antiquity
Roman Epic
The Epic Journey in Greek and Roman Literature
Armies and empires, statesmen and tyrants--the acclaimed historian
Robin Lane Fox vividly recounts the history of two great civilizations
and one thousand years that forged the Western world
The extraordinary story of the intermingled civilizations of ancient
Greece and Rome, spanning more than six millennia from the late
Bronze Age to the seventh century The magnificent civilization
created by the ancient Greeks and Romans is the greatest legacy of
the classical world. However, narratives about the "civilized" Greek
and Roman empires resisting the barbarians at the gate are far from
accurate. Tony Spawforth, an esteemed scholar, author, and media
contributor, follows the thread of civilization through more than six
millennia of history. His story reveals that Greek and Roman
civilization, to varying degrees, was supremely and surprisingly
receptive to external influences, particularly from the East. From
the rise of the Mycenaean world of the sixteenth century B.C.,
Spawforth traces a path through the ancient Aegean to the zenith of
the Hellenic state and the rise of the Roman empire, the coming of
Christianity and the consequences of the first caliphate. Deeply
informed, provocative, and entirely fresh, this is the first and only
accessible work that tells the extraordinary story of the classical
world in its entirety.
From the foundation of the world's first democracy in Athens to the
Roman Republic and the Empire under Hadrian, this title presents
the turbulent histories of Greece and Rome together. Discussing
figures such as Homer, Socrates, Alexander, Julius Caesar, Augustus
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and the first Christian martyrs, it explores freedom, justice, and
luxury.
From Homer to the moon, this volume explores the epic journey
across space and time in the ancient world.
Form, Content, and History
Politics and Generic Form from Virgil to Milton
The Unauthorized Version
Epic and Empire
An Epic History from Homer to Hadrian
Brill's Companion to Prequels, Sequels, and Retellings of Classical
Epic
An innovative and intriguing look at the foundations of Western
civilization from two leading historians; the first volume in the
Penguin History of Europe The influence of ancient Greece and Rome can
be seen in every aspect of our lives. From calendars to democracy to
the very languages we speak, Western civilization owes a debt to these
classical societies. Yet the Greeks and Romans did not emerge fully
formed; their culture grew from an active engagement with a deeper
past, drawing on ancient myths and figures to shape vibrant
civilizations. In The Birth of Classical Europe, the latest entry in
the much-acclaimed Penguin History of Europe, historians Simon Price
and Peter Thonemann present a fresh perspective on classical culture
in a book full of revelations about civilizations we thought we knew.
In this impeccably researched and immensely readable history we see
the ancient world unfold before us, with its grand cast of characters
stretching from the great Greeks of myth to the world-shaping Caesars.
A landmark achievement, The Birth of Classical Europe provides insight
into an epoch that is both incredibly foreign and surprisingly
familiar.
The period from the emergence of the Greek city-state in the eighth
century BC to the reign of Alexander the Great and the establishment
of Greek monarchies was one unparalleled in history for its brilliance
in literature, philosophy, and the visual arts. This book reproduces
the text of the hugely successful Oxford History of the Classical
World: Greece and the Hellenistic World in a standard paperback form.
Written by a team of leading classical scholars, it includes chapters
on political and social history, Homer, Greek myth, drama, science,
and the great philosophers. All the original line drawings and maps
have been retained, and an eight-page plate section has been specially
selected for this edition by Sir John Boardman. - ;The period from the
emergence of the Greek city-state in the eighth century BC to the
reign of Alexander the Great and the establishment of Greek monarchies
was one unparalleled in history for its brilliance in literature,
philosophy, and the visual arts. This book reproduces the text of the
hugely successful Oxford History of the Classical World: Greece and
the Hellenistic World in a standard paperback form. Written by a team
of leading classical scholars, it includes chapters on political and
social history, Homer, Greek myth, drama, science, and the great
philosophers. All the original line drawings and maps have been
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retained, and an eight-page plate section has been specially selected
for this edition by Sir John Boardman. In Film and the Classical Epic Tradition, Joanna Paul explores the
relationship between films set in the ancient world and the classical
epic tradition, arguing that there is a meaningful connection between
the literary and cinematic genres. This relationship is particularly
apparent in films which adapt classical epic texts for the screen,
such as Ulysses, Troy, O Brother Where Art Thou, and Jason and the
Argonauts. Beginningwith an assessment of the films, Paul discusses a
variety of themes, such as heroism and kleos, the depiction of the
gods, and narrative structure. She then considers a series of casestudies of Hollywood historical epics which further demonstrate the
ways in which cinema engages with the themes of classical epic. The
concludingchapters look at common tropes surrounding epic, especially
focusing on the performance of epic in the ancient and modern worlds,
its perceived social role, and the widespread parody of epic in both
literature and cinema. Through this careful consideration of how epic
can manifest itself in different periods and cultures, we learn how
cinema makes a powerful claim to be a modern vehicle for a very
ancient tradition.
J.K. Rowling has drawn deeply from classical sources to inform and
color her Harry Potter novels, with allusions ranging from the obvious
to the obscure. “Fluffy,” the vicious three-headed dog in Harry Potter
and the Sorcerer’s Stone, is clearly a repackaging of Cerberus, the
hellhound of Greek and Roman mythology. But the significance of
Rowling’s quotation from Aeschylus at the front of Harry Potter and
the Deathly Hallows is a matter of speculation. Her use of classical
material is often presented with irony and humor. This extensive
analysis of the Harry Potter series examines Rowling’s wide range of
allusion to classical characters and themes and her varied use of
classical languages. Chapters discuss Harry and Narcissus,
Dumbledore’s many classical predecessors, Lord Voldemort’s likeness to
mythical figures, and magic in Harry Potter and classical
antiquity—among many topics.
Classical Kids
The Greek Epic Cycle and its Ancient Reception
Three Thousand Years of War and Peace
An Epic History of Greece and Rome
Egypt and the Classical World
Greek and Roman Allusions in J.K. Rowling's Modern Epic
Drawing on archaeological research, an expert account of the famous historical battle confirms
many details recounted in Homer's epic account, from Troy's alliance with the Hittite Empire to
the significant fire at the end of the twelfth century and facts
Travel back in time to see what life was like in ancient Greece and Rome while having fun with
hands-on activities such as making a star gazer; chiseling a clay tablet; weaving Roman
sandals; making a Greek mosaic; creating Roman jewelry; throwing Greek pottery; casting a
vote in a Roman-style election; and much more. Learn how these civilizations contributed to
our present-day world by participating in art, math, cooking, science, and geography activities.
Interesting facts and trivia are included throughout. Helpful illustrations explain project steps.
An examination of the nature of friendship in Greece and Rome from Homer to the Christian
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Roman Empire of fourth century AD.
Roman epic is both index and critique of the foundational culture of the western world. It is one
of Europe's most persistent and determinant poetic modes. In this book distinguished Latinists
examine the formation and evolution of Roman epic from its beginnings in the third century BC
to the high Italian Renaissance. Featuring a variety of methodologies and approaches, it
clarifies the literary importance and political and moral meaning of Roman epic.
The Birth of Classical Europe
Augustine
A Companion to Ancient Greece and Rome on Screen
Film and the Classical Epic Tradition
A History from Troy to Augustine
Friendship in the Classical World

Ancient Epic offers a comprehensive and accessible
introduction to six of the greatest ancient epics – Homer's
Iliad and Odyssey, Vergil's Aeneid, Ovid's Metamorphoses,
and Apollonius of Rhodes' Agonautica. Provides an accessible
introduction to the ancient epic Offers interpretive
analyses of poems within a comprehensive historical context
Includes a detailed timeline, suggestions for further
readings, and an appendix of the Olympian gods and their
Akkadian counterparts
The classical civilizations of Greece and Rome once
dominated the world, and they continue to fascinate and
inspire us. Classical art and architecture, drama and epic,
philosophy and politics-these are the foundations of Western
civilization. In The Classical World, eminent classicist
Robin Lane Fox brilliantly chronicles this vast sweep of
history from Homer to the reign of Hadrian. From the
Peloponnesian War through the creation of Athenian
democracy, from the turbulent empire of Alexander the Great
to the creation of the Roman Empire and the emergence of
Christianity, Fox serves as our witty and trenchant guide.
He introduces us to extraordinary heroes and horrific
villains, great thinkers and blood-thirsty tyrants.
Throughout this vivid tour of two of the greatest
civilizations the world has ever known, we remain in the
hands of a great master.
"This narrative of the first half of Augustine's life
conjures the intellectual and social milieu of the late
Roman Empire with a Proustian relish for detail." --New York
Times In Augustine, celebrated historian Robin Lane Fox
follows Augustine of Hippo on his journey to the writing of
his Confessions. Unbaptized, Augustine indulged in a life of
lust before finally confessing and converting. Lane Fox
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recounts Augustine's sexual sins, his time in an outlawed
heretical sect, and his gradual return to spirituality.
Magisterial and beautifully written, Augustine is the
authoritative portrait of this colossal figure at his most
thoughtful, vulnerable, and profound.
Brill’s Companion to Prequels, Sequels, and Retellings of
Classical Epic explores the long tradition of continuing
Greek and Roman epics from Homer and the epic cycle to the
contemporary novels of Ursula K. Le Guin and Margaret
Atwood.
A New History
Women and War in Antiquity
A Companion
Ancient Epic
Epic and History
Epic
Greek epics of the archaic period include poems that narrate a
particular heroic episode or series of episodes and poems that
recount the long-term history of families or peoples. They are
an important source of mythological record. Here is a new text
and translation of the examples of this poetry that have come
down to us. The heroic epic is represented by poems about
Heracles and Theseus, and by two great epic cycles: the Theban
Cycle, which tells of the failed assault on Thebes by the Seven
and the subsequent successful assault by their sons; and the
Trojan Cycle, which includes Cypria, Little Iliad, and The Sack
of Ilion. Among the genealogical epics are poems in which
Eumelus creates a prehistory for Corinth and Asius creates one
for Samos. In presenting the extant fragments of these early
epic poems, Martin West provides very helpful notes. His
Introduction places the epics in historical context.
"As panoramic as it is learned, this is ancient history for our
globalized world." Tom Holland, author of Dynasty and Rubicon
Twenty-five-hundred years ago, civilizations around the world
entered a revolutionary new era that overturned old order and
laid the foundation for our world today. In the face of massive
social changes across three continents, radical new forms of
government emerged; mighty wars were fought over trade,
religion, and ideology; and new faiths were ruthlessly employed
to unify vast empires. The histories of Rome and China, Greece
and India-the stories of Constantine and Confucius, Qin Shi
Huangdi and Hannibal-are here revealed to be interconnected
incidents in the midst of a greater drama. In Ancient Worlds,
historian Michael Scott presents a gripping narrative of this
unique age in human civilization, showing how diverse societies
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responded to similar pressures and how they influenced one
another: through conquest and conversion, through trade in
people, goods, and ideas. An ambitious reinvention of our
grandest histories, Ancient Worlds reveals new truths about our
common human heritage. "A bold and imaginative page-turner that
challenges ideas about the world of antiquity." Peter Frankopan,
author of The Silk Roads
A Political History of the World
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