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The Troubled Empire China In The Yuan And Ming Dynasties
History Of Imperial China
China's Last Empire: The Great Quing William T. Rowe -When Chinese women bound their daughters’ feet, many consequences ensued, some beyond the imagination of the
binders and the bound. The most obvious of these consequences was to impress upon a small child’s body and mind that
girls differed from boys, thus reproducing gender hierarchy. What is not obvious is why Chinese society should have evolved
such a radical method of gender-marking. Gendering is not simply preparation for reproduction, rather its primary
significance lies in preparing children for their places in the division of labor of a particular political economy. Drawing on
extensive fieldwork and interviews with almost 5,000 women, this book examines footbinding as Sichuan women remember
it from the final years of the empire and the troubled times before the 1949 revolution. It focuses on two key questions: what
motivated parents to maintain this custom, and how significant was girls’ work in China’s final pre-industrial century? In
answering these questions, Hill Gates shows how footbinding was a form of labor discipline in the first half of the twentieth
century in China, when it was a key institution in a now much-altered political economy. Countering the widely held views
surrounding the sexual attractiveness of bound feet to Chinese men, footbinding as an ethnic boundary marker, its role in
female hypergamy, and its connection to state imperatives, this book instead presents a compelling argument that
footbinding was in fact a crucial means of disciplining of little girls to lives of early and unremitting labor. This vivid and
fascinating study will be of huge interest to students and scholars working across a wide range of fields including Chinese
history, oral history, anthropology and gender studies.
Transcending ethnic, linguistic, and religious boundaries, early empires shaped thousands of years of world history. Yet
despite the global prominence of empire, individual cases are often studied in isolation. This series seeks to change the
terms of the debate by promoting cross-cultural, comparative, and transdisciplinary perspectives on imperial state formation
prior to the European colonial expansion. Two thousand years ago, up to one-half of the human species was contained
within two political systems, the Roman empire in western Eurasia (centered on the Mediterranean Sea) and the Han empire
in eastern Eurasia (centered on the great North China Plain). Both empires were broadly comparable in terms of size and
population, and even largely coextensive in chronological terms (221 BCE to 220 CE for the Qin/Han empire, c. 200 BCE to
395 CE for the unified Roman empire). At the most basic level of resolution, the circumstances of their creation are not very
different. In the East, the Shang and Western Zhou periods created a shared cultural framework for the Warring States, with
the gradual consolidation of numerous small polities into a handful of large kingdoms which were finally united by the
westernmost marcher state of Qin. In the Mediterranean, we can observe comparable political fragmentation and gradual
expansion of a unifying civilization, Greek in this case, followed by the gradual formation of a handful of major warring states
(the Hellenistic kingdoms in the east, Rome-Italy, Syracuse and Carthage in the west), and likewise eventual unification by
the westernmost marcher state, the Roman-led Italian confederation. Subsequent destabilization occurred again in strikingly
similar ways: both empires came to be divided into two halves, one that contained the original core but was more exposed to
the main barbarian periphery (the west in the Roman case, the north in China), and a traditionalist half in the east (Rome)
and south (China). These processes of initial convergence and subsequent divergence in Eurasian state formation have
never been the object of systematic comparative analysis. This volume, which brings together experts in the history of the
ancient Mediterranean and early China, makes a first step in this direction, by presenting a series of comparative case
studies on clearly defined aspects of state formation in early eastern and western Eurasia, focusing on the process of initial
developmental convergence. It includes a general introduction that makes the case for a comparative approach; a broad
sketch of the character of state formation in western and eastern Eurasia during the final millennium of antiquity; and six
thematically connected case studies of particularly salient aspects of this process.
In 221 bc the First Emperor of Qin unified the lands that would become the heart of a Chinese empire. Though forged by
conquest, this vast domain depended for its political survival on a fundamental reshaping of Chinese culture. With this
informative book, we are present at the creation of an ancient imperial order whose major features would endure for two
millennia. The Qin and Han constitute the "classical period" of Chinese history--a role played by the Greeks and Romans in
the West. Mark Edward Lewis highlights the key challenges faced by the court officials and scholars who set about
governing an empire of such scale and diversity of peoples. He traces the drastic measures taken to transcend, without
eliminating, these regional differences: the invention of the emperor as the divine embodiment of the state; the establishment
of a common script for communication and a state-sponsored canon for the propagation of Confucian ideals; the flourishing
of the great families, whose domination of local society rested on wealth, landholding, and elaborate kinship structures; the
demilitarization of the interior; and the impact of non-Chinese warrior-nomads in setting the boundaries of an emerging
Chinese identity. The first of a six-volume series on the history of imperial China, The Early Chinese Empires illuminates
many formative events in China's long history of imperialism--events whose residual influence can still be discerned today.
Just over a thousand years ago, the Song dynasty emerged as the most advanced civilization on earth. Within two centuries,
China was home to nearly half of all humankind. In this concise history, we learn why the inventiveness of this era has been
favorably compared with the European Renaissance, which in many ways the Song transformation surpassed. With the
chaotic dissolution of the Tang dynasty, the old aristocratic families vanished. A new class of scholar-officials—products of a
meritocratic examination system—took up the task of reshaping Chinese tradition by adapting the precepts of Confucianism
to a rapidly changing world. Through fiscal reforms, these elites liberalized the economy, eased the tax burden, and put
paper money into circulation. Their redesigned capitals buzzed with traders, while the education system offered
advancement to talented men of modest means. Their rationalist approach led to inventions in printing, shipbuilding,
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weaving, ceramics manufacture, mining, and agriculture. With a realist’s eye, they studied the natural world and applied their
observations in art and science. And with the souls of diplomats, they chose peace over war with the aggressors on their
borders. Yet persistent military threats from these nomadic tribes—which the Chinese scorned as their cultural
inferiors—redefined China’s understanding of its place in the world and solidified a sense of what it meant to be Chinese.
The Age of Confucian Rule is an essential introduction to this transformative era. “A scholar should congratulate himself that
he has been born in such a time” (Zhao Ruyu, 1194).
The Art of Being Governed
Commerce and Culture in Ming China
Yuan Shikai
China's Golden Age
Trading Freedom
The Military Suppression of the Beijing Democracy Movement
The Byzantine Republic
Newly revised resources for understanding the Rape of Nanking
After the collapse of the Han dynasty in the third century CE, China divided along a north-south line. Mark Lewis traces the
changes that both underlay and resulted from this split in a period that saw the geographic redefinition of China, more engagement
with the outside world, significant changes to family life, developments in the literary and social arenas, and the introduction of new
religions. The Yangzi River valley arose as the rice-producing center of the country. Literature moved beyond the court and capital
to depict local culture, and newly emerging social spaces included the garden, temple, salon, and country villa. The growth of selfdefined genteel families expanded the notion of the elite, moving it away from the traditional great Han families identified mostly by
material wealth. Trailing the rebel movements that toppled the Han, the new faiths of Daoism and Buddhism altered every aspect
of life, including the state, kinship structures, and the economy. By the time China was reunited by the Sui dynasty in 589 ce, the
elite had been drawn into the state order, and imperial power had assumed a more transcendent nature. The Chinese were
incorporated into a new world system in which they exchanged goods and ideas with states that shared a common Buddhist
religion. The centuries between the Han and the Tang thus had a profound and permanent impact on the Chinese world.
The Tang dynasty is often called China’s “golden age,” a period of commercial, religious, and cultural connections from Korea and
Japan to the Persian Gulf, and a time of unsurpassed literary creativity. Mark Lewis captures a dynamic era in which the empire
reached its greatest geographical extent under Chinese rule, painting and ceramic arts flourished, women played a major role both
as rulers and in the economy, and China produced its finest lyric poets in Wang Wei, Li Bo, and Du Fu.
In this fascinating and detailed profile, Benn paints a vivid picture of life in the Tang Dynasty (618-907), traditionally regarded as
the golden age of China. 40 line illustrations.
In this history of China for the 900-year span of the late imperial period, Mote highlights the personal characteristics of the rulers
and dynasties and probes the cultural theme of Chinese adaptations to recurrent alien rule. Generational events, personalities,
and the spirit of the age combine to yield a comprehensive history of the civilization.
The Great Qing
Asian Borderlands
China's Hegemony
Everyday Politics in Late Imperial China
Rome and China
A Concise History of a Resilient Empire
Indo-Pacific Empire

How Chinese migration to the world’s goldfields upended global power and economics and forged modern conceptions
of race. In roughly five decades, between 1848 and 1899, more gold was removed from the earth than had been mined in
the 3,000 preceding years, bringing untold wealth to individuals and nations. But friction between Chinese and white
settlers on the goldfields of California, Australia, and South Africa catalyzed a global battle over “the Chinese Question”:
would the United States and the British Empire outlaw Chinese immigration? This distinguished history of the Chinese
diaspora and global capitalism chronicles how a feverish alchemy of race and money brought Chinese people to the
West and reshaped the nineteenth-century world. Drawing on ten years of research across five continents, prize-winning
historian Mae Ngai narrates the story of the thousands of Chinese who left their homeland in pursuit of gold, and how
they formed communities and organizations to help navigate their perilous new world. Out of their encounters with whites,
and the emigrants’ assertion of autonomy and humanity, arose the pernicious western myth of the “coolie” laborer, a
racist stereotype used to drive anti-Chinese sentiment. By the turn of the twentieth century, the United States and the
British Empire had answered “the Chinese Question” with laws that excluded Chinese people from immigration and
citizenship. Ngai explains how this happened and argues that Chinese exclusion was not extraneous to the emergent
global economy but an integral part of it. The Chinese Question masterfully links important themes in world history and
economics, from Europe’s subjugation of China to the rise of the international gold standard and the invention of racist,
anti-Chinese stereotypes that persist to this day.
The underlying themes of this volume are the relations between a central cultural core, situated in China, and the various
peripheral communities around the world where large numbers of Chinese have settled, and the way those relations have
changed over time. What does it mean today to be Chinese? These questions have many dimensions, which are
addressed in varied ways by eleven of the leading scholars of Chinese intellectual life from several parts of the globe. In
the twentieth century, China experienced a level of cultural confusion it had never before known. One product of the
turmoil was an unprecedented rate of emigration. Another was the challenging of traditional Chinese culture by several
Western ideologies, including Marxism. The whole concept of modernity, with all its ambiguities, had profound effects on
many aspects of the Chinese world, both in China and abroad. These essays attempt to illuminate how the events of the
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twentieth century in China affected the Chinese living outside China and suggest important reciprocal influences.
One of the most famous rulers in Chinese history, the Yongle emperor (r. 1402–24) gained renown for constructing
Beijing’s magnificent Forbidden City, directing ambitious naval expeditions, and creating the world’s largest
encyclopedia. What the Emperor Built is the first book-length study devoted to the architectural projects of a single
Chinese emperor. Focusing on the imperial palaces in Beijing, a Daoist architectural complex on Mount Wudang, and a
Buddhist temple on the Sino-Tibetan frontier, Aurelia Campbell demonstrates how the siting, design, and use of Yongle’s
palaces and temples helped cement his authority and legitimize his usurpation of power. Campbell offers insight into
Yongle’s sense of empire—from the far-flung locations in which he built, to the distant regions from which he extracted
construction materials, and to the use of tens of thousands of craftsmen and other laborers. Through his constructions,
Yongle connected himself to the divine, interacted with his subjects, and extended imperial influence across space and
time. Spanning issues of architectural design and construction technologies, this deft analysis reveals remarkable
advancements in timber-frame construction and implements an art-historical approach to examine patronage, audience,
and reception, situating the buildings within their larger historical and religious contexts.
Occupying much of imperial China’s Yangzi River heartland and costing more than twenty million lives, the Taiping
Rebellion (1851-64) was no ordinary peasant revolt. What most distinguished this dramatic upheaval from earlier
rebellions were the spiritual beliefs of the rebels. The core of the Taiping faith focused on the belief that Shangdi, the high
God of classical China, had chosen the Taiping leader, Hong Xiuquan, to establish his Heavenly Kingdom on Earth. How
were the Taiping rebels, professing this new creed, able to mount their rebellion and recruit multitudes of followers in their
sweep through the empire? Thomas Reilly argues that the Taiping faith, although kindled by Protestant sources,
developed into a dynamic new Chinese religion whose conception of its sovereign deity challenged the legitimacy of the
Chinese empire. The Taiping rebels denounced the divine pretensions of the imperial title and the sacred character of the
imperial office as blasphemous usurpations of Shangdi’s title and position. In place of the imperial institution, the rebels
called for restoration of the classical system of kingship. Previous rebellions had declared their contemporary dynasties
corrupt and therefore in need of revival; the Taiping, by contrast, branded the entire imperial order blasphemous and in
need of replacement. In this study, Reilly emphasizes the Christian elements of the Taiping faith, showing how Protestant
missionaries built on earlier Catholic efforts to translate Christianity into a Chinese idiom. Prior studies of the rebellion
have failed to appreciate how Hong Xiuquan’s interpretation of Christianity connected the Taiping faith to an imperial
Chinese cultural and religious context. The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom shows how the Bible--in particular, a Chinese
translation of the Old Testament--profoundly influenced Hong and his followers, leading them to understand the first three
of the Ten Commandments as an indictment of the imperial order. The rebels thus sought to destroy imperial culture
along with its institutions and Confucian underpinnings, all of which they regarded as blasphemous. Strongly iconoclastic,
the Taiping followers smashed religious statues and imperially approved icons throughout the lands they conquered. By
such actions the Taiping Rebellion transformed--at least for its followers but to some extent for all Chinese--how Chinese
people thought about religion, the imperial title and office, and the entire traditional imperial and Confucian order. This
book makes a major contribution to the study of the Taiping Rebellion and to our understanding of the ideology of both
the rebels and the traditional imperial order they opposed. It will appeal to scholars in the fields of Chinese history,
religion, and culture and of Christian theology and church history.
The Mongol takeover in the 1270s changed the course of Chinese history. The Confucian empireÑa millennium and a
half in the makingÑwas suddenly thrust under foreign occupation. What China had been before its reunification as the
Yuan dynasty in 1279 was no longer what it would be in the future. Four centuries later, another wave of steppe invaders
would replace the Ming dynasty with yet another foreign occupation. The Troubled Empire explores what happened to
China between these two dramatic invasions. If anything defined the complex dynamics of this period, it was changes in
the weather. Asia, like Europe, experienced a Little Ice Age, and as temperatures fell in the thirteenth century, Kublai
Khan moved south into China. His Yuan dynasty collapsed in less than a century, but Mongol values lived on in Ming
institutions. A second blast of cold in the 1630s, combined with drought, was more than the dynasty could stand, and the
Ming fell to Manchu invaders. Against this backgroundÑthe first coherent ecological history of China in this
periodÑTimothy Brook explores the growth of autocracy, social complexity, and commercialization, paying special
attention to ChinaÕs incorporation into the larger South China Sea economy. These changes not only shaped what
China would become but contributed to the formation of the early modern world.
Brush, Seal and Abacus
Geographical Sources of Ming-Qing History
China, America and the contest for the world's pivotal region
Quelling the People
Imperial China, 900-1800
China Between Empires
Anglo-China
This book explains why the idea of the Indo-Pacific is so strategically important and concludes
with a strategy designed to help the West engage with Chinese power in the region in such a way
as to avoid conflict.
This book is a study of the social and cultural change in Ming China's lower Yangzi delta region
from about 1500 to 1644. It takes three social groups—literati, scholarofficials and
merchants—as the framework for discussing the political, socioeconomic and cultural forces that
coalesced and reinforced one another to influence and facilitate the region’s change. A still
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wider perspective reveals how the region’s political ties with the state and commercial links
with external markets impacted the region for better and for worse. The book also discusses the
literati's reflection and discourse, which their participation in the change generated, on the
issues of morality, money, politics and disorder. The reader, when brought into the richly
textured social and cultural life of Ming China's heartland, will foster an appreciation of what
it was like for the region and its people to live in an age of commercial and cultural vigor,
which then descended into distress and despair. For scholars and for others conversant with
Chinese history, and Ming history in particular, the extensive use of literati sources and the
references to contemporary scholarship will be of interest.
This engaging, deeply informed book provides the first concise history of one of China's most
important eras. Leading scholar John W. Dardess offers a thematically organized political,
social, and economic exploration of China from 1368 to 1644. He examines how the Ming dynasty
was able to endure for 276 years, illuminating Ming foreign relations and border control, the
lives and careers of its sixteen emperors, its system of governance and the kinds of people who
served it, its great class of literati, and finally the mass outlawry that, in unhappy
conjunction with the Manchu invasions from outside, ended the once-mighty dynasty in the midseventeenth century. The Ming witnessed the beginning of China's contact with the West, and its
story will fascinate all readers interested in global as well as Asian history.
Yuan Shikai (1859–1916) has been both hailed as China’s George Washington for his role in the
country’s transition from empire to republic and condemned as a counter-revolutionary. Yuan
Shikai: A Reappraisal sheds new light on the controversial history of this talented
administrator and modernizer who endeavoured to establish a new dynasty while serving as the
first president of the republic, eventually declaring himself emperor. Drawing on untapped
primary sources and recent scholarship, Patrick Fuliang Shan offers a lucid, comprehensive, and
critical new interpretation of Yuan’s part in shaping modern China.
With comparative frontier history and pioneering use of indigenous sources, Giersch provides a
groundbreaking challenge to the China-centered narrative of the Qing conquest. He focuses on the
Tai domains of the Yunnan frontier on the politically fluid borderlands, where local, indigenous
leaders were crucial actors in an arena of imperial rivalry.
Four Seasons
The History and Legacy of Ancient China's Most Influential Empire
The Chinese Question: The Gold Rushes and Global Politics
Rebellion and the Blasphemy of Empire
Footbinding and Women's Labor in Sichuan
The Living Tree
The Tang Dynasty

A study of the first three decades of British rule in Hong Kong, focusing on the troubled and
controversial process of establishing a British colony at Hong Kong and on the reception of
British rule by people in the region.
This volume explores the history of China between the Mongol reunification of China in 1279
under the Yuan dynasty and the Manchu invasion four centuries later, explaining how climate
changes profoundly affected the empire during this period. The Mongol takeover in the 1270s
changed the course of Chinese history. The Confucian empire, a millennium and a half in the
making, was suddenly thrust under foreign occupation. What China had been before its
reunification as the Yuan dynasty in 1279 was no longer what it would be in the future. Four
centuries later, another wave of steppe invaders would replace the Ming dynasty with yet
another foreign occupation.
The Troubled EmpireChina in the Yuan and Ming DynastiesHarvard University Press
Four themes dominate this study of the late Mongol empire in Northeast Asia: the need for an
all-inclusive regional perspective; pan-Asian integration under the Mongols; the tendency for
individual and family interests to trump those of dynasty, country, or linguistic affiliation; and
the need to see Koryŏ Korea as part of the wider Mongol empire.
Opium Regimes draws on a range of research to show that the opium trade was not purely a
British operation, but involved Chinese merchants and state agents, and Japanese imperial
agents as well.
The Early Chinese Empires
Ming China and its Allies
Architecture and Empire in the Early Ming
The Transformation of Qing China's Yunnan Frontier
Qin and Han
Restless Empire
Great State
The Mongol takeover in the 1270s changed the course of Chinese history. The Confucian empire—a millennium and a half in the making—was
suddenly thrust under foreign occupation. What China had been before its reunification as the Yuan dynasty in 1279 was no longer what it would be
in the future. Four centuries later, another wave of steppe invaders would replace the Ming dynasty with yet another foreign occupation. The
Troubled Empire explores what happened to China between these two dramatic invasions. If anything defined the complex dynamics of this period, it
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was changes in the weather. Asia, like Europe, experienced a Little Ice Age, and as temperatures fell in the thirteenth century, Kublai Khan moved
south into China. His Yuan dynasty collapsed in less than a century, but Mongol values lived on in Ming institutions. A second blast of cold in the
1630s, combined with drought, was more than the dynasty could stand, and the Ming fell to Manchu invaders. Against this background—the first
coherent ecological history of China in this period—Timothy Brook explores the growth of autocracy, social complexity, and commercialization,
paying special attention to China’s incorporation into the larger South China Sea economy. These changes not only shaped what China would become
but contributed to the formation of the early modern world.
One of Choice Reviews' Outstanding Academic Titles of 2018--an innovative look at how families in Ming dynasty China negotiated military and
political obligations to the state.tate.
As the twenty-first century dawns, China stands at a crossroads. The largest and most populous country on earth and currently the world's second
biggest economy, China has recently reclaimed its historic place at the center of global affairs after decades of internal chaos and disastrous foreign
relations. But even as China tentatively reengages with the outside world, the contradictions of its development risks pushing it back into an era of
insularity and instability—a regression that, as China's recent history shows, would have serious implications for all other nations. In Restless
Empire, award-winning historian Odd Arne Westad traces China's complex foreign affairs over the past 250 years, identifying the forces that will
determine the country's path in the decades to come. Since the height of the Qing Empire in the eighteenth century, China's interactions—and
confrontations—with foreign powers have caused its worldview to fluctuate wildly between extremes of dominance and subjugation, emulation and
defiance. From the invasion of Burma in the 1760s to the Boxer Rebellion in the early 20th century to the 2001 standoff over a downed U.S. spy
plane, many of these encounters have left Chinese with a lingering sense of humiliation and resentment, and inflamed their notions of justice,
hierarchy, and Chinese centrality in world affairs. Recently, China's rising influence on the world stage has shown what the country stands to gain
from international cooperation and openness. But as Westad shows, the nation's success will ultimately hinge on its ability to engage with potential
international partners while simultaneously safeguarding its own strength and stability. An in-depth study by one of our most respected authorities on
international relations and contemporary East Asian history, Restless Empire is essential reading for anyone wishing to understand the recent past
and probable future of this dynamic and complex nation.
Beskrivelse af massakren på Den Himmelske Freds Plads d. 3.-4. juni 1989 samt af de foregående uger
China is one of the oldest states in the world. It achieved its approximate current borders with the Ascendancy of the Yuan dynasty in the 13th
century, and despite the passing of one Imperial dynasty to the next, it has maintained them for the eight centuries since. Even the European colonial
powers at the height of their power could not move past coastal enclaves. Thus, China remained China through the Ming, the Qing, the Republic, the
Occupation, and Communism. But, despite the desires of some of the most powerful people in the Great State through the ages, China has never been
alone in the world. It has had to contend with invaders from the steppe and the challenges posed by foreign traders and imperialists. Indeed, its rulers
for the majority of the last eight centuries have not been Chinese. Timothy Brook examines China's relationship with the world from the Yuan
through to the present by following the stories of ordinary and extraordinary people navigating the spaces where China met and meets the world.
Bureaucrats, horse traders, spiritual leaders, explorers, pirates, emperors, invaders, migrant workers, traitors, and visionaries: this is a history of
China as no one has told it before.
Vermeer's Hat
The Confusions of Pleasure
Imperial Rule in Eurasia
A Reappraisal
China, Britain, and Japan, 1839-1952
The Rise and Fall of the Ming Dynasty
China's Last Empire
In this critical darling Vermeer's captivating and enigmatic paintings become windows that reveal how daily life
and thought-from Delft to Beijing--were transformed in the 17th century, when the world first became global. A
Vermeer painting shows a military officer in a Dutch sitting room, talking to a laughing girl. In another canvas, fruit
spills from a blue-and-white porcelain bowl. Familiar images that captivate us with their beauty--but as Timothy
Brook shows us, these intimate pictures actually give us a remarkable view of an expanding world. The officer's
dashing hat is made of beaver fur from North America, and it was beaver pelts from America that financed the
voyages of explorers seeking routes to China-prized for the porcelains so often shown in Dutch paintings of this
time, including Vermeer's. In this dazzling history, Timothy Brook uses Vermeer's works, and other contemporary
images from Europe, Asia, and the Americas to trace the rapidly growing web of global trade, and the explosive,
transforming, and sometimes destructive changes it wrought in the age when globalization really began.
Introduction: America's Business with China -- Founding a Free, Trading Republic -- The Paradox of a Pacific Policy
-- Troubled Waters -- Sovereign Rights, or America's First Opium Problem -- The Empire's New Roads -- This Slave
Trade of the Nineteenth Century -- A Propped-Open Door -- Death of a Trade, Birth of a Market.
Coming to power between Mongol and Manchu rule, the Ming Dynasty represented the last ethnic Han dynasty to
rule China. Following the Mandate of Heaven, the first Ming emperor launched nearly 300 years of cultural and
political transformation. This compelling volume traces the ascendancy, demise, and legacy of the Ming Dynasty,
chronicling the development of its governmental structure, its expansion of trade and its economy, its extension
and enhancement of the Great Wall of China, and many other achievements. Readers will also learn about the
effect of the Little Ice Age and its role in the Ming’s demise.
In a brisk revisionist history, William Rowe challenges the standard narrative of Qing China as a decadent, inwardlooking state that failed to keep pace with the modern West. This original, thought-provoking history of China's
last empire is a must-read for understanding the challenges facing China today.
The Ming dynasty was the last great Chinese dynasty before the Manchu conquest in 1644. During that time,
China, not Europe, was the centre of the world. The author examines the changing landscape of life over the three
centuries of Ming (1368-1644).
The Age of Confucian Rule
Everyday Life in the Tang Dynasty
The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom

Page 5/7

File Type PDF The Troubled Empire China In The Yuan And Ming Dynasties History Of Imperial China
The Song Transformation of China
The Changing Meaning of Being Chinese Today
China and the World Since 1750

Many have viewed the tribute system as China's tool for projecting its power and influence in East Asia,
treating other actors as passive recipients of Chinese domination. China's Hegemony sheds new light on
this system and shows that the international order of Asia's past was not as Sinocentric as conventional
wisdom suggests. Instead, throughout the early modern period, Chinese hegemony was accepted, defied,
and challenged by its East Asian neighbors at different times, depending on these leaders' strategies for
legitimacy among their populations. This book demonstrates that Chinese hegemony and hierarchy were
not just an outcome of China's military power or Confucian culture but were constructed while interacting
with other, less powerful actors' domestic political needs, especially in conjunction with internal power
struggles. Focusing on China-Korea-Japan dynamics of East Asian international politics during the Ming
and High Qing periods, Ji-Young Lee draws on extensive research of East Asian language sources,
including records written by Chinese and Korean tributary envoys. She offers fascinating and rich details
of war and peace in Asian international relations, addressing questions such as: why Japan invaded Korea
and fought a major war against the Sino-Korean coalition in the late sixteenth century; why Korea
attempted to strike at the Ming empire militarily in the late fourteenth century; and how Japan created a
miniature tributary order posing as the center of Asia in lieu of the Qing empire in the seventeenth
century. By exploring these questions, Lee's in-depth study speaks directly to general international
relations literature and concludes that hegemony in Asia was a domestic, as well as an international
phenomenon with profound implications for the contemporary era.
*Includes pictures *Includes ancient accounts *Includes online resources and a bibliography for further
reading Even before the first Chinese dynasty, complex societies inhabiting the area now known as China
organized into settlements, and the most important settlements were protected by rammed earth walls.
The first dynasty, the Shang (1600-1050 BCE), built large walls as early as around 1,550 BCE. Differing
from later walls, which were built along a strategic defense line, these walls were built to enclose the
settlements and areas. The Shang would eventually be conquered from the west by the Zhou Dynasty
(1046-256 BCE), which developed a complex system of government. In fact, it was the Zhou system's
decline that Confucius (551-479 BCE) witnessed and drew from greatly for his political philosophy. The
Zhou also created walled cities, and it was at this time that the first major conflicts with northern
tribesman, the Xianyun, were recorded As the newly independent states vied for supremacy in a state of
constant warfare, northern barbarians were also a constant menace. Eventually, the Chinese succeeded in
eliminating many of those on their immediate northern border, but it was a bittersweet victory because it
meant there was no longer a buffer between China and the even fiercer Mongols further north. This new
proximity led to increased cultural exchange, as well as the Chinese adoption of nomadic fighting
techniques. Ultimately, it was the wall of the state of Qi that was the first to earn the name great (literally:
long) wall, because the state of Qin proved most adept at the new warfare and conquered all the others. It
was this dynasty that unified the kingdoms under the name of China, but put simply, the Qin were a war
machine. They defeated the Mongols north of the border and expanded their control there, while also
fighting expansionary wars in all directions. The first Qin emperor died 11 years into his reign and was
buried with the famous Terracotta warriors: These soldiers and equipment, all carved out of stone and
other materials, formed an imperial army that would accompany the emperor into the afterlife. After the
emperor's death, rebellion and strife took hold of the empire, and soon a new dynasty, the Han dynasty
(206 BCE-220 CE), was founded. The previous emperor, Meng Tian, was forced to commit suicide, and the
Han dynasty became known for maintaining a long period of wealth and prosperity during which
Confucianism and other major intellectual trends in China flowered. However, they had trouble with the
nomads in the north too, and after suffering decisive military defeats, the Han decided that only through a
policy of peace and reconciliation could they manage relations with the Xiongnu. They offered material
goods and marriages, and the border was secured, but walls were also still obviously necessary.
Ultimately, the massive investment in military expansion and conquest reaped great rewards for the Han,
but all came at a very dear cost to the empire. As a result of their growing militarism, the trend of using
diplomacy slowly fell out of favor around the start of the 1st century CE, but even when the old structure
of peace and diplomacy with the northerners was reinstated, the Xiongnu were asked to submit to a
nominally inferior position in their relationship with China. It appeared to be a compromise that would
benefit both sides, but soon afterward, a Han regent usurped power and the kingdom fell into civil war.
The dynasty recovered at the time, but never fully, and it continued on the path of steady decline. The
Han Dynasty: The History and Legacy of Ancient China's Most Influential Empire examines how the Han
dynasty took control of China and the impact of their reign over several centuries.
An essential bibliographical tool for researchers of Chinese social, cultural, and religious history.
Richly researched and engagingly written, this important history of imperial China shows in fascinating
detail how Emperor Jiajing and his grand secretaries governed. Drawing on a treasure trove of the grand
secretaries personal writings, John W. Dardess s narrative brings to life the inner workings of the largest
polity on the face of the earth."
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File Type PDF The Troubled Empire China In The Yuan And Ming Dynasties History Of Imperial China
Explores the Ming Dynasty's foreign relations with neighboring sovereigns, placing China in a wider global
context.
Chinese People and British Rule in Hong Kong, 1841-1880
China in the Yuan and Ming Dynasties
Troubled Vitality in Late Ming China’s Economic Heartland, 1500–1644
How Trade with China Defined Early America
Comparative Perspectives on Ancient World Empires
Ming China, 1368-1644
Opium Regimes
Scholars have long claimed that the Eastern Roman Empire, a Christian theocracy, bore little
resemblance to ancient Rome. Here, Anthony Kaldellis reconnects Byzantium to its Roman roots, arguing
that it was essentially a republic, with power exercised on behalf of, and sometimes by, Greek-speaking
citizens who considered themselves fully Roman.
Empire's Twilight
China's Cosmopolitan Empire
The Northern and Southern Dynasties
Documents on the Rape of Nanking
Four Hundred Years of East Asian Domination
The Seventeenth Century and the Dawn of the Global World
China and the World
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