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War In Human Civilization Azar Gat
Why do people go to war? Is it rooted in human nature or is it a late
cultural invention? And what of war today - is it a declining
phenomenon or simply changing its shape? In this truly global study
of war and civilization, Azar Gat sets out to find definitive answers to
these questions in an attempt to unravel the 'riddle of war'
throughout human history, from the early hunter-gatherers right
through to the unconventional terrorism of the twenty-first century.
Written with remarkable verve and clarity and wholly free from
jargon, it will be of interest to anyone who has ever pondered the
puzzle of war.
Volume II of The Cambridge History of War covers what in Europe is
commonly called 'the Middle Ages'. It includes all of the well-known
themes of European warfare, from the migrations of the Germanic
peoples and the Vikings through the Reconquista, the Crusades and
the age of chivalry, to the development of state-controlled gunpowderwielding armies and the urban militias of the later middle ages; yet its
scope is world-wide, ranging across Eurasia and the Americas to trace
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the interregional connections formed by the great Arab conquests and
the expansion of Islam, the migrations of horse nomads such as the
Avars and the Turks, the formation of the vast Mongol Empire, and
the spread of new technologies – including gunpowder and the
earliest firearms – by land and sea.
Selected as a Financial Times Best Book of 2013 In Strategy: A
History, Sir Lawrence Freedman, one of the world's leading
authorities on war and international politics, captures the vast history
of strategic thinking, in a consistently engaging and insightful
account of how strategy came to pervade every aspect of our lives.
The range of Freedman's narrative is extraordinary, moving from the
surprisingly advanced strategy practiced in primate groups, to the
opposing strategies of Achilles and Odysseus in The Iliad, the
strategic advice of Sun Tzu and Machiavelli, the great military
innovations of Baron Henri de Jomini and Carl von Clausewitz, the
grounding of revolutionary strategy in class struggles by Marx, the
insights into corporate strategy found in Peter Drucker and Alfred
Sloan, and the contributions of the leading social scientists working
on strategy today. The core issue at the heart of strategy, the author
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notes, is whether it is possible to manipulate and shape our
environment rather than simply become the victim of forces beyond
one's control. Time and again, Freedman demonstrates that the
inherent unpredictability of this environment-subject to chance
events, the efforts of opponents, the missteps of friends-provides
strategy with its challenge and its drama. Armies or corporations or
nations rarely move from one predictable state of affairs to another,
but instead feel their way through a series of states, each one not
quite what was anticipated, requiring a reappraisal of the original
strategy, including its ultimate objective. Thus the picture of strategy
that emerges in this book is one that is fluid and flexible, governed by
the starting point, not the end point. A brilliant overview of the most
prominent strategic theories in history, from David's use of deception
against Goliath, to the modern use of game theory in economics, this
masterful volume sums up a lifetime of reflection on strategy.
From the ideas of Clausewitz to contemporary doctrines of
containment and cold war, this is a definitive history of modern
military thought. A one-volume collection of Azar Gat's acclaimed
trilogy, it traces the quest for a general theory of war from its origins
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in the Enlightenment.Beginning with a provocative critique of
Clausewitz's classic work On War, the author unravels the endemic
difficulties in Clausewitz's work that have baffled scholars for so long,
clearly explaining the development of his ideas against the
background of the Napoleonic revolution in war and theRomantic
critique of the Enlightenment. He continues the story through the
strategic ideas of the Prussian-German military school during the
nineteenth century, the factors that shaped the 'cult of the offensive'
in the French Army before the First World War, and the competing
doctrines whichdominated naval warfare during the ages of sail and
steam. In the final part of the trilogy, he shows how theories of
mechanized war emerged throughout the industrial world in the first
decades of the twentieth century and explains why their leading
exponents were associated with fascism.Drastically re-evaluating B.H.
Liddell Hart's contribution to strategic theory, the author argues that
in the wake of the trauma of the First World War, and in response to
the Axis challenge, Liddell Hart developed the doctrine of
containment and cold war long before the advent of nuclear
weapons.He reveals Liddell Hart as a pioneer of the modern western
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liberal way in warfare which is still with us today.
The Great War for Civilisation
War and the World
Military Power and the Fate of Continents, 1450-2000
A History
The Myth of International Order
Why Democracy Won in the 20th Century and how it is Still Imperiled
War and the Law of Nations
Is there a 'Western way of war' which pursues battles of annihilation and single-minded military
victory? Is warfare on a path to ever greater destructive force? This magisterial account answers
these questions by tracing the history of Western thinking about strategy - the employment of
military force as a political instrument - from antiquity to the present day. Assessing sources
from Vegetius to contemporary America, and with a particular focus on strategy since the
Napoleonic Wars, Beatrice Heuser explores the evolution of strategic thought, the social
institutions, norms and patterns of behaviour within which it operates, the policies that guide it
and the cultures that influence it. Ranging across technology and warfare, total warfare and
small wars as well as land, sea, air and nuclear warfare, she demonstrates that warfare and
strategic thinking have fluctuated wildly in their aims, intensity, limitations and excesses over
the past two millennia.
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International trade has shaped the modern world, yet until now no single book has been
available for both economists and general readers that traces the history of the international
economy from its earliest beginnings to the present day. Power and Plenty fills this gap,
providing the first full account of world trade and development over the course of the last
millennium. Ronald Findlay and Kevin O'Rourke examine the successive waves of globalization
and "deglobalization" that have occurred during the past thousand years, looking closely at the
technological and political causes behind these long-term trends. They show how the expansion
and contraction of the world economy has been directly tied to the two-way interplay of trade
and geopolitics, and how war and peace have been critical determinants of international trade
over the very long run. The story they tell is sweeping in scope, one that links the emergence of
the Western economies with economic and political developments throughout Eurasia centuries
ago. Drawing extensively upon empirical evidence and informing their systematic analysis with
insights from contemporary economic theory, Findlay and O'Rourke demonstrate the close
interrelationships of trade and warfare, the mutual interdependence of the world's different
regions, and the crucial role these factors have played in explaining modern economic growth.
Power and Plenty is a must-read for anyone seeking to understand the origins of today's
international economy, the forces that continue to shape it, and the economic and political
challenges confronting policymakers in the twenty-first century.
The first in a four-volume set, The Cambridge World History of Violence, Volume 1 provides a
comprehensive examination of violence in prehistory and the ancient world. Covering the
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Palaeolithic through to the end of classical antiquity, the chapters take a global perspective
spanning sub-Saharan Africa, the Near East, Europe, India, China, Japan and Central America.
Unlike many previous works, this book does not focus only on warfare but examines violence as
a broader phenomenon. The historical approach complements, and in some cases critiques,
previous research on the anthropology and psychology of violence in the human story. Written
by a team of contributors who are experts in each of their respective fields, Volume 1 will be of
particular interest to anyone fascinated by archaeology and the ancient world.
Azar Gat provides a politically and strategically vital understanding of the peculiar strengths and
vulnerabilities that liberal democracy brings to the formidable challenges ahead. Arguing that
the democratic peace is merely one manifestation of much more sweeping and less recognized
pacifist tendencies typical of liberal democracies, Gat offers a panoramic view of their
distinctive way in conflict and war.
The Rise of the West
Thinking War from Antiquity to the Present
A History of Military Thought
War in Human Civilization
The Causes of War and the Spread of Peace
The Better Angels of Our Nature
Spare No One
Have humans always fought and killed each other, or did they
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peacefully coexist until organized states developed? Is war an
expression of human nature or an artifact of civilization?
Questions about the origins and inherent motivations of warfare
have long engaged philosophers, ethicists, and anthropologists
as they speculate on the nature of human existence. In How War
Began, author Keith F. Otterbein draws on primate behavior
research, archaeological research, and data gathered from the
Human Relations Area Files to argue for two separate origins. He
identifies two types of military organization: one that
developed two million years ago at the dawn of humankind,
wherever groups of hunters met, and a second that developed some
five thousand years ago, in four identifiable regions, when the
first states arose and proceeded to embark upon military
conquests. In careful detail, Otterbein marshals evidence for
his case that warfare was possible and likely among early Homo
sapiens. He argues from comparison with other primates, from
Paleolithic rock art depicting wounded humans, and from rare
skeletal remains embedded with weapon points to conclude that
warfare existed and reached a peak in big game hunting
societies. As the big game disappeared, so did warfare--only to
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reemerge once agricultural societies achieved a degree of
political complexity that allowed the development of
professional military organizations. Otterbein concludes his
survey with an analysis of how despotism in both ancient and
modern states spawns warfare. A definitive resource for
anthropologists, social scientists, and historians, How War
Began is written for all who areinterested in warfare, whether
they be military buffs or those seeking to understand the past
and the present of humankind. --Publlisher.
War is a fact of human nature. As long as we exist, it exists.
That's how the argument goes. But longtime Scientific American
writer John Horgan disagrees. Applying the scientific method to
war leads Horgan to a radical conclusion: biologically speaking,
we are just as likely to be peaceful as violent. War is not
preordained, and furthermore, it should be thought of as a
solvable, scientific problem—like curing cancer. But war and
cancer differ in at least one crucial way: whereas cancer is a
stubborn aspect of nature, war is our creation. It’s our choice
whether to unmake it or not. In this compact, methodical
treatise, Horgan examines dozens of examples and
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counterexamples—discussing chimpanzees and bonobos, warring and
peaceful indigenous people, the World War I and Vietnam,
Margaret Mead and General Sherman—as he finds his way to war’s
complicated origins. Horgan argues for a far-reaching paradigm
shift with profound implications for policy students, ethicists,
military men and women, teachers, philosophers, or really, any
engaged citizen.
A concise study using archeological and ethnographic evidence to
refute current theories about the origin of war
In 146 BC, the armies of the Roman Republic destroyed Carthage
and Corinth, two of the most spectacular cities of the ancient
Mediterranean world. It was a display of ruthlessness so
terrible that it shocked contemporaries, leaving behind deep
scars and palpable historical traumas. Yet these twin
destructions were not so extraordinary in the long annals of
Roman warfare. In Spare No One, Gabriel Baker convincingly shows
that mass violence was vital to Roman military operations.
Indeed, in virtually every war they fought during the third and
second centuries BC, the Roman legions killed and enslaved
populations, executed prisoners, and put cities to the torch.
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This powerful book reveals that these violent acts were not
normally the handiwork of frenzied soldiers run amok, nor were
they spontaneous outbursts of uncontrolled savagery. On the
contrary—and more troublingly—Roman commanders deliberately used
these brutal strategies to achieve their most critical military
objectives and political goals. Bringing long-overdue attention
to this little-known aspect of Roman history, Baker paints a
fuller, albeit darker, picture of Roman warfare. He ultimately
demonstrates that the atrocities of the twentieth and twentyfirst centuries have deep historical precedents. Casting a fresh
light on the strategic use of total war in the ancient world, he
reminds us that terror and mass violence could be the rational
policies of men and states long before the modern age.
Why Weak States Persist and Alternatives to the State Fade Away
From the Iliad to Iraq
The Birth and Death of War
The Cambridge World History of Violence: Volume 1, The
Prehistoric and Ancient Worlds
Warlike and Peaceful Societies
The Origins of Military Thought
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The Military Enlightenment
A theoretical examination of the tense and uncertain relationship between the laws of
war and human rights law.
In this brilliant history of warfare, Jeremy Black is the first to approach the entire
modern era from a comprehensive global perspective. He provides a wide-ranging
account of the nature, purpose, and experience of war over the past half-millennium
and argues the importance of viewing the rise of European power within a wider
international context. Investigating both land and sea warfare, Black examines
weaponry, tactics, strategy, and resources as well as the political, social, and cultural
impact of conflict. The book takes issue with established interpretations, not least those
that emphasize technology, and challenges the view that European military and naval
forces were dominant throughout the period. European mastery at sea did not always
translate into equivalent success on land, says Black, and many non-European military
systems—the Ottomans in their expansionist years, Babur and the Mughals in sixteenthcentury India, and the Manchu in China in the following century, for example—were
formidable in their own right. The author contends that in the nineteenth century, the
focal period of Europe’s military revolution, the international military balance shifted
decisively. Black shows how military developments, combined with political, economic,
and ideological shifts, influenced the nature and success of European imperialism.
Linking debates on early modern history with those of more recent centuries, he offers
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a fundamental reexamination of the role of war in the progress of nations.
Ever since its first publication in 1992, The End of History and the Last Man has
provoked controversy and debate. Francis Fukuyama's prescient analysis of religious
fundamentalism, politics, scientific progress, ethical codes, and war is as essential for a
world fighting fundamentalist terrorists as it was for the end of the Cold War. Now
updated with a new afterword, The End of History and the Last Man is a modern
classic.
A sweeping and dramatic history of the last half century of conflict in the Middle East
from an award-winning journalist who has covered the region for over forty years, The
Great War for Civilisation unflinchingly chronicles the tragedy of the region from the
Algerian Civil War to the Iranian Revolution; from the American hostage crisis in Beirut
to the Iran-Iraq War; from the 1991 Gulf War to the American invasion of Iraq in 2003. A
book of searing drama as well as lucid, incisive analysis, The Great War for Civilisation
is a work of major importance for today's world.
The Glorious Art of Peace
The Twilight War
The End of War
From the Enlightenment to the Cold War
Warfare in World History
Power and Plenty
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Atrocities: The 100 Deadliest Episodes in Human History

The Russo-Japanese war saw the first defeat of a major European imperialist power by an Asian country.
When Japanese and Russian expansionist interests collided over Manchuria and Korea, the Tsar assumed
Japan would never dare to fight. However, after years of planning, Japan launched a surprise attack on
the Russian Port Arthur, on the Liaoyang Peninsula in 1904 and the war that followed saw Japan win
major battles against Russia. This book explains the background and outbreak of the war, then follows
the course of the fighting at Yalu River, Sha-ho, and finally Mukden, the largest battle anywhere in the
world before the First World War.
"An important and timely book that should be required reading for anyone interested in understanding
how the United States and Iran went from close allies to enduring enemies." -The Washington Post
"Deserves a spot on the short list of must-read books on United States-Iran relations." -The New York
Times The dramatic secret history of the undeclared, ongoing war between the U.S. and Iran. The United
States and Iran have been engaged in an unacknowledged secret war since the 1970s. This conflict has
frustrated multiple American presidents, divided administrations, and repeatedly threatened to bring the
two nations to the brink of open warfare. Drawing upon unparalleled access to senior officials and key
documents of several U.S. administrations, David Crist, a senior historian in the federal government,
breaks new ground on virtually every page of The Twilight War. From the Iranian Revolution to secret
negotiations between Iran and the United States after 9/11, from Iran’s nuclear program to the secretive
and deadly role of Qasem Soleimani, Crist brings vital new depth to our understanding of “the Iran
problem”—and what the future of this tense relationship may bring.
Covering the major periods of military history, Neiberg details the evolution of technology in weaponry
as well as the social, political, and cultural forces at the heart of these key conflicts. From the prePage 14/34

Read Online War In Human Civilization Azar Gat
gunpowder era to the wars of liberation fought across the Third World, this ... survey focuses not only on
the famous and heroic, but also on the countless millions who have fought for these causes throughout
history.
Showing how theories of mechanized war in the air and on land developed throughout the industrial
world in the first decades of the 20th century, this text examines how the pioneers of these theories were
associated with fascism.
The Long History and Deep Roots of Political Ethnicity and Nationalism
Fascist and Liberal Visions of War
Fuller, Liddell Hart, Douhet, and Other Modernists
But Will War Rebound?
Victorious and Vulnerable
A Memoir in Books
A General History
This 2005 volume is a history of war, from an international law perspective, from Roman times to
the present.
A groundbreaking study of the foundations of nationalism, exposing its antiquity, strong links with
ethnicity and roots in human nature.
Presents a controversial history of violence which argues that today's world is the most peaceful
time in human existence, drawing on psychological insights into intrinsic values that are causing
people to condemn violence as an acceptable measure.
This volume brings together some of Professor Azar Gat's most significant articles on the
evolution of strategic doctrines and the transformation of war during the 20th and early 21st
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centuries. It sheds new light on the rise of the German Panzer arm and the doctrine of Blitzkrieg
between the two world wars; explores the factors behind the formation of strategic policy and
military doctrine in the world war era and during the cold war; and explains why
counterinsurgency has become such a problem. The book concludes with the spread of peace in
the developed world, challenged as it is by the rise of the authoritarian-capitalist great powers –
China and Russia – and by the chilling prospect of unconventional terrorism. This last essay
summarizes the author's latest research and has not previously been published in article form.
This collection will be of much interest to students of strategic studies, military history, and
international relations.
The Conquest of the Middle East
How the Arab World Came Apart
Ride of the Second Horseman
Warless Societies and the Origin of War
A History of the Human Community
From Blitzkrieg to Unconventional Terror
Every War Must End

"Why are we willing to die for our countries? How can ideology persuade
someone to blow themselves up? When we go to war, morality, religion and
ideology often take the blame. But Mike Martin boldly argues that the opposite
is true: rather than driving violence, these things help to reduce it. While we
resort to ideas and values to justify or interpret warfare, something else is really
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propelling us towards conflict: our subconscious desires, shaped by millions of
years of evolution.
"Every War Must End" analyzes the many critical obstacles to ending a war -- an
aspect of military strategy that is frequently and tragically overlooked. Ikli
considers a variety of examples from twentieth-century history and examines
specific strategies that effectively "won the peace." In the new preface, Ikli
explains how U.S. political decisions and military strategy and tactics in Iraq
have delayed, and indeed jeopardized, a successful end to hostilities.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • We all have dreams̶things we fantasize
about doing and generally never get around to. This is the story of Azar
Nafisi s dream and of the nightmare that made it come true. For two years
before she left Iran in 1997, Nafisi gathered seven young women at her house
every Thursday morning to read and discuss forbidden works of Western
literature. They were all former students whom she had taught at university.
Some came from conservative and religious families, others were progressive
and secular; several had spent time in jail. They were shy and uncomfortable at
first, unaccustomed to being asked to speak their minds, but soon they began
to open up and to speak more freely, not only about the novels they were
reading but also about themselves, their dreams and disappointments. Their
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stories intertwined with those they were reading̶Pride and Prejudice,
Washington Square, Daisy Miller and Lolita̶their Lolita, as they imagined her
in Tehran. Nafisi s account flashes back to the early days of the revolution,
when she first started teaching at the University of Tehran amid the swirl of
protests and demonstrations. In those frenetic days, the students took control
of the university, expelled faculty members and purged the curriculum. When a
radical Islamist in Nafisi s class questioned her decision to teach The Great
Gatsby, which he saw as an immoral work that preached falsehoods of the
Great Satan, she decided to let him put Gatsby on trial and stood as the sole
witness for the defense. Azar Nafisi s luminous tale offers a fascinating
portrait of the Iran-Iraq war viewed from Tehran and gives us a rare glimpse,
from the inside, of women s lives in revolutionary Iran. It is a work of great
passion and poetic beauty, written with a startlingly original voice. Praise for
Reading Lolita in Tehran Anyone who has ever belonged to a book group
must read this book. Azar Nafisi takes us into the vivid lives of eight women
who must meet in secret to explore the forbidden fiction of the West. It is at
once a celebration of the power of the novel and a cry of outrage at the reality
in which these women are trapped. The ayatollahs don t know it, but Nafisi is
one of the heroes of the Islamic Republic. ̶Geraldine Brooks, author of Nine
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Parts of Desire
"This book was undertaken before the terms 'fake news' and 'alternative facts'
were coined and the further escalation of America's ideological civil war. It was
prompted by deep wonderment at the way people tend to be wholly enclosed
within their ideological frames and deaf to claims about reality that come from
the opposite camp, no matter how valid they might be. Ideology consists of
normative prescriptions regarding how society should be shaped, together
with an interpretive roadmap indicating how this normative vision can be
implemented in reality. Ideological fixation is the result of tensions and
conflicts between these two elements. The book does not focus on the
normative aspect of ideology, which is largely subjective, but on its factual
claims about the world, typically subordinate to, and often distorted by, the
normative commitment. After theorists around 1960 proclaimed the 'death of
ideology', ideological divides and clashes have reemerged with renewed
intensity throughout the world, including in the liberal democracies. In the
United States they have become particularly venomous. The other side is
widely viewed as malicious, irrational or downright stupid, and, often, as barely
legitimate. The zeal of the opposing sides is often scarcely less than that which
characterized the religious ideologies of old. Indeed, historical religious
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ideologies have largely been replaced by 'secular religions' or 'religion
substitutes'. The book is not another survey of past and present ideologies. It is
an attempt to understand the cognitive, emotional and social roots of ideology
and ideological fixation. It combines insights from evolutionary psychology
regarding the nature of some of our deepest proclivities with a broad sweep
through history. It proceeds from the Stone Age to the rise of civilization, the
great religions and modernity, to a critique of fundamental factual premises
that underlie some of the major debates dominating today's liberal
democracies"-Why We Fight
Reading Lolita in Tehran
Strategy
The Evolution of Strategy
Mass Violence in Roman Warfare
Fractured Lands
The Interaction of Genes and Culture
Are humans violent or peaceful by nature? We are both. In this ambitious and wideranging book, Agner Fog presents a ground-breaking new argument that explains the
existence of differently organised societies using evolutionary theory. It combines
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natural sciences and social sciences in a way that is rarely seen. According to a
concept called regality theory, people show a preference for authoritarianism and
strong leadership in times of war or collective danger, but desire egalitarian political
systems in times of peace and safety. These individual impulses shape the way
societies develop and organise themselves, and in this book Agner argues that there is
an evolutionary mechanism behind this flexible psychology. Incorporating a wide range
of ideas including evolutionary theory, game theory, and ecological theory, Agner
analyses the conditions that make us either strident or docile. He tests this theory on
data from contemporary and ancient societies, and provides a detailed explanation of
the applications of regality theory to issues of war and peace, the rise and fall of
empires, the mass media, economic instability, ecological crisis, and much more.
Warlike and Peaceful Societies: The Interaction of Genes and Culture draws on many
different fields of both the social sciences and the natural sciences. It will be of interest
to academics and students in these fields, including anthropology, political science,
history, conflict and peace research, social psychology, and more, as well as the
natural sciences, including human biology, human evolution, and ecology.
"Accurst be he that first invented war," wrote Christopher Marlowe--a declaration that
most of us would take as a literary, not literal, construction. But in this sweeping
overview of the rise of civilization, Robert O'Connell finds that war is indeed an
invention--an institution that arosedue to very specific historical circumstances, an
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institution that now verges on extinction. In Ride of the Second Horseman, O'Connell
probes the distant human past to show how and why war arose. He begins with a
definition that distinguishes between war and mere feuding: war involves group rather
than individual issues, political or economic goals, and direction by some
governmentalstructure, carried out with the intention of lasting results. With this
definition, he finds that ants are the only other creatures that conduct it--battling other
colonies for territory and slaves. But ants, unlike humans, are driven by their genes; in
humans, changes in our culture and subsistencepatterns, not our genetic hardware,
brought the rise of organized warfare. O'Connell draws on anthropology and archeology
to locate the rise of war sometime after the human transition from nomadic hunting and
gathering to agriculture, when society split between farmers and pastoralists. Around
5500BC, these pastoralists initiated the birth of war with raids on Middle Eastern
agricultural settlements. The farmers responded by ringing their villages with walls,
setting off a process of further social development, intensified combat, and ultimately
the rise of complex urban societies dependentupon warfare to help stabilize what
amounted to highly volatile population structures, beset by frequent bouts of famine and
epidemic disease. In times of overpopulation, the armies either conquered new lands or
self-destructed, leaving fewer mouths to feed. In times of underpopulation, slaves
weretaken to provide labor. O'Connell explores the histories of the civilizations of
ancient Sumeria, Egypt, Assyria, China, and the New World, showing how war came to
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each and how it adapted to varying circumstances. On the other hand, societies based
on trade employed war much more selectively andpragmatically. Thus, Minoan Crete,
long protected from marauding pastoralists, developed a wealthy mercantile society
marked by unmilitaristic attitudes, equality between men and women, and a relative
absence of class distinctions. In Assyria, by contrast, war came to be an end in itself, in
aculture dominated by male warriors. Despite the violence in the world today, O'Connell
finds reason for hope. The industrial revolution broke the old patterns of subsistence:
war no longer serves the demographic purpose it once did. Fascinating and
provocative, Ride of the Second Horseman offers a far-reaching tour of human
historythat suggests the age-old cycle of war may now be near its end.
“An amusing (really) account of the murderous ways of despots, slave traders,
blundering royals, gladiators and assorted hordes.”—New York Times Evangelists of
human progress meet their opposite in Matthew White’s epic examination of history’s
one hundred most violent events, or, in White’s piquant phrasing, “the numbers that
people want to argue about.” Reaching back to the Second Persian War in 480 BCE
and moving chronologically through history, White surrounds hard facts (time and
place) and succinct takeaways (who usually gets the blame?) with lively military, social,
and political histories.
From the bestselling author of Lawrence in Arabia, a piercing account of how the
contemporary Arab world came to be riven by catastrophe since the 2003 United States
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invasion of Iraq. In 2011, a series of anti-government uprisings shook the Middle East
and North Africa in what would become known as the Arab Spring. Few could predict
that these convulsions, initially hailed in the West as a triumph of democracy, would
give way to brutal civil war, the terrors of the Islamic State, and a global refugee crisis.
But, as New York Times bestselling author Scott Anderson shows, the seeds of
catastrophe had been sown long before. In this gripping account, Anderson examines
the myriad complex causes of the region’s profound unraveling, tracing the ideological
conflicts of the present to their origins in the United States invasion of Iraq in 2003 and
beyond. From this investigation emerges a rare view into a land in upheaval through the
eyes of six individuals—the matriarch of a dissident Egyptian family; a Libyan Air Force
cadet with divided loyalties; a Kurdish physician from a prominent warrior clan; a Syrian
university student caught in civil war; an Iraqi activist for women’s rights; and an Iraqi
day laborer-turned-ISIS fighter. A probing and insightful work of reportage, Fractured
Lands offers a penetrating portrait of the contemporary Arab world and brings the
stunning realities of an unprecedented geopolitical tragedy into crystalline focus.
From the Enlightenment to Clausewitz
War Before Civilization
From the Stone Age to Today's Culture Wars
Theoretical Boundaries of Armed Conflict and Human Rights
The Cambridge History of War: Volume 2, War and the Medieval World
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End of History and the Last Man
Why Violence Has Declined

Why do people go to war? Is it rooted in human nature or is it a late
cultural invention? How does war relate to the other fundamental
developments in the history of human civilization? And what of war
today - is it a declining phenomenon or simply changing its shape? In
this truly global study of war and civilization, Azar Gat sets out to
find definitive answers to these questions in an attempt to unravel
the 'riddle of war' throughout human history, from the early huntergatherers right through to the unconventional terrorism of the twentyfirst century. In the process, the book generates an astonishing
wealth of original and fascinating insights on all major aspects of
humankind's remarkable journey through the ages, engaging a wide
range of disciplines, from anthropology and evolutionary psychology
to sociology and political science. Written with remarkable verve and
clarity and wholly free from jargon, it will be of interest to anyone
who has ever pondered the puzzle of war.
Why do humans go to war? Have we been waging war ever since we first
existed as a species? Is a propensity to wage war part of what it is
to be human, or more a result of the evolution of human society? And
has there been a decline in war-making over time - or is this just a
pious hope?Azar Gat here draws together insights from evolutionary
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theory, anthropology, history, historical sociology, and political
science to address these fundamental questions about the history of
our species - the answers to which also have big implications for our
species' future survival.The book reveals that theories regarding the
recent decline of war, such as the "democratic peace" and "capitalist
peace", capture merely elements of a broader Modernization Peace that
has been growing since the onset of the industrial age in the early
19th century.
The Military Enlightenment brings to light a radically new narrative
both on the Enlightenment and the French armed forces from Louis XIV
to Napoleon. Christy Pichichero makes a striking discovery: the
Geneva Conventions, post-traumatic stress disorder, the military
"band of brothers," and soldierly heroism all found their antecedents
in the eighteenth-century French armed forces. From Louis XIV through
Napoleon, from Canada to the Caribbean and India, the military was
one of the few institutions of the Old Regime to transform
progressive theories into practice, actually operationalizing the
Enlightenment. Pichichero isolates and examines a crisis in
consciousness that has characterized attitudes toward war from the
eighteenth century until today. The demands of global political power
warrant an ever more formidable and efficient fiscal-military state,
and at the same time, awareness of the "human factor" generates the
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desire to minimize the devastation of war on cities and landscapes,
and civilians, as well as the mind, body, and heart of the soldier.
Readers of The Military Enlightenment will be startled to learn of
the many ways in which French military officers, administrators, and
medical personnel advanced ideas of human and political rights,
military psychology, and social justice.
This book sheds new light on the origins and nature of modern
military thinking. The ideas of Carl von Clausewitz
(1780-1831)--which remain at the core of strategic analysis
today--have previously been examined apart from their 18th-century
cultural and philosophical roots. Gat here demonstrates the extent to
which culture affects military theory by relating a series of
military thinkers to their cultural backgrounds. He also provides a
provocative critique of Clausewitz's classic work On War, and
demonstrates how the major currents of modern military thought have
evolved from the cultural frameworks and historical outlooks of both
the German Movement and the Enlightenment.
Trade, War, and the World Economy in the Second Millennium
How War Began
War and Culture in the French Empire from Louis XIV to Napoleon
Ideological Fixation
War and Strategy in the Modern World
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The Russo-Japanese War 1904–1905
The Secret History of America's Thirty-Year Conflict with Iran

The Rise of the West, winner of the National Book Award for
history in 1964, is famous for its ambitious scope and
intellectual rigor. In it, McNeill challenges the SpenglerToynbee view that a number of separate civilizations pursued
essentially independent careers, and argues instead that
human cultures interacted at every stage of their history. The
author suggests that from the Neolithic beginnings of grain
agriculture to the present major social changes in all parts of
the world were triggered by new or newly important foreign
stimuli, and he presents a persuasive narrative of world history
to support this claim. In a retrospective essay titled "The Rise
of the West after Twenty-five Years," McNeill shows how his
book was shaped by the time and place in which it was written
(1954-63). He discusses how historiography subsequently
developed and suggests how his portrait of the world's past in
The Rise of the West should be revised to reflect these changes.
"This is not only the most learned and the most intelligent, it is
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also the most stimulating and fascinating book that has ever
set out to recount and explain the whole history of mankind. . .
. To read it is a great experience. It leaves echoes to
reverberate, and seeds to germinate in the mind."—H. R. TrevorRoper, New York Times Book Review
The myth of the peace-loving "noble savage" is persistent and
pernicious. Indeed, for the last fifty years, most popular and
scholarly works have agreed that prehistoric warfare was rare,
harmless, unimportant, and, like smallpox, a disease of civilized
societies alone. Prehistoric warfare, according to this view, was
little more than a ritualized game, where casualties were
limited and the effects of aggression relatively mild. Lawrence
Keeley's groundbreaking War Before Civilization offers a
devastating rebuttal to such comfortable myths and debunks
the notion that warfare was introduced to primitive societies
through contact with civilization (an idea he denounces as "the
pacification of the past"). Building on much fascinating
archeological and historical research and offering an astute
comparison of warfare in civilized and prehistoric societies,
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from modern European states to the Plains Indians of North
America, War Before Civilization convincingly demonstrates
that prehistoric warfare was in fact more deadly, more
frequent, and more ruthless than modern war. To support this
point, Keeley provides a wide-ranging look at warfare and
brutality in the prehistoric world. He reveals, for instance, that
prehistorical tactics favoring raids and ambushes, as opposed
to formal battles, often yielded a high death-rate; that adult
males falling into the hands of their enemies were almost
universally killed; and that surprise raids seldom spared even
women and children. Keeley cites evidence of ancient
massacres in many areas of the world, including the discovery
in South Dakota of a prehistoric mass grave containing the
remains of over 500 scalped and mutilated men, women, and
children (a slaughter that took place a century and a half
before the arrival of Columbus). In addition, Keeley surveys the
prevalence of looting, destruction, and trophy-taking in all
kinds of warfare and again finds little moral distinction
between ancient warriors and civilized armies. Finally, and
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perhaps most controversially, he examines the evidence of
cannibalism among some preliterate peoples. Keeley is a
seasoned writer and his book is packed with vivid, eye-opening
details (for instance, that the homicide rate of prehistoric
Illinois villagers may have exceeded that of the modern United
States by some 70 times). But he also goes beyond grisly facts
to address the larger moral and philosophical issues raised by
his work. What are the causes of war? Are human beings
inherently violent? How can we ensure peace in our own time?
Challenging some of our most dearly held beliefs, Keeley's
conclusions are bound to stir controversy.
A ground-breaking history of the arts of peace, from Confucius
and Ancient Greece through to the 21st century, opening an
alternative window on history to show the strength of the case
for peace which has been argued from ancient times onwards.
In February of 2011, Libyan citizens rebelled against Muammar
Qaddafi and quickly unseated him. The speed of the regime's
collapse confounded many observers, and the ensuing civil war
showed Foreign Policy's index of failed states to be deeply
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flawed--FP had, in 2010, identified 110 states as being more
likely than Libya to descend into chaos. They were
spectacularly wrong, but this points to a larger error in
conventional foreign policy wisdom: failed, or weak and
unstable, states are not anomalies but are instead in the
majority. More states resemble Libya than Sweden. Why are
most states weak and unstable? Taking as his launching point
Charles Tilly's famous dictum that 'war made the state, and the
state made war,' Arjun Chowdhury argues that the problem lies
in our mistaken equation of democracy and economic power
with stability. But major wars are the true source of stability:
only the existential crisis that such wars produced could lead
citizens to willingly sacrifice the resources that allowed the
state to build the capacity it needed for survival. Developing
states in the postcolonial era never experienced the demands
major interstate war placed on European states, and hence
citizens in those nations have been unwilling to sacrifice the
resources that would build state capacity. For example, India
and Mexico are established democracies with large economies.
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Despite their indices of stability, both countries are far from
stable: there is an active Maoist insurgency in almost a quarter
of India's districts, and Mexico is plagued by violence, drug
trafficking, and high levels of corruption in local government.
Nor are either effective at collecting revenue. As a
consequence, they do not have the tax base necessary to
perform the most fundamental tasks of modern states:
controlling organized violence in a given territory and
providing basic services to citizens. By this standard, the
majority of states in the world--about two thirds--are weak
states. Chowdury maintains that an accurate evaluation of
international security requires a normative shift : the language
of weakness and failure belies the fact that strong states are
exceptions. Chowdhury believes that dismantling this norm is
crucial, as it encourages developing states to pursue statebuilding via war, which is an extremely costly approach--in
terms of human lives and capital. Moreover, in our era, such an
approach is destined to fail because the total wars of the past
are highly unlikely to occur today. Just as importantly, the nonPage 33/34
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state alternatives on offer are not viable alternatives. For better
or worse, we will continue to live in a state-dominated world
where most states are weak. Counterintuitive and sweeping in
its coverage, The Myth of International Order demands that we
fundamentally rethink foundational concepts of international
politics like political stability and state failure.
Nations
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