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Who Was Galileo
An entertaining, accessible biography of one of the greatest
innovators ever known.
Story of a man who had the courage to ask questions.
This is an account of the relationship between Italian scientist
Galileo and his daughter, Marie Celeste. It contains letters
sent from Marie Celeste to her father from a Florence convent.
Chronicles the life and times of the Tuscan astronomer and
physicist, focusing on his defense of the Copernican theory and
his struggles with the Catholic Church.
Famous Men of Science
Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief World Systems
What a 400-Year-Old Letter Teaches Us about Faith and Science
Telescopes, Images, Secrecy
Burned Alive
The Genius who Faced the Inquisition
Galileo is revered as one of the founders of modern science
primarily because of such discoveries as the law of falling bodies
and the moons of Jupiter. In addition to his scientific achievements,
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Professor Pitt argues that Galileo deserves increased attention for
his contributions to the methodology of the new science and that
his method retains its value even today. In a detailed analysis of
Galileo's mature works, Pitt reconstructs crucial features of
Galileo's epistemology. He shows how Galileo's methodological
insights grow out of an appreciation of the limits of human
knowledge and he brings fresh insight to our concept of Galileo's
methodology and its implications for contemporary debates.
Working from Galileo's insistence on the contrast between the
number of things that can be known and the limited abilities of
human knowers, Pitt shows how Galileo's common sense approach
to rationality permits the development of a robust scientific
method. At the same time, Pitt argues that we should correct our
picture of Galileo, the culture hero. Instead of seeing him as a
martyr to the cause of truth, Galileo is best understood as a man of
his times who was responding to a variety of social pressures
during a period of intellectual and political turmoil. This book will
be of interest to philosophers and to historians and sociologists of
science as well as to a general readership interested in the
scientific revolution.
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Informed by currents in sociology, cultural anthropology, and
literary theory, Galileo, Courtier is neither a biography nor a
conventional history of science. In the court of the Medicis and the
Vatican, Galileo fashioned both his career and his science to the
demands of patronage and its complex systems of wealth, power,
and prestige. Biagioli argues that Galileo's courtly role was integral
to his science—the questions he chose to examine, his methods,
even his conclusions. Galileo, Courtier is a fascinating cultural and
social history of science highlighting the workings of power,
patronage, and credibility in the development of science.
"A devastating attack upon the dominance of atheism in science
today." Giovanni Fazio, Senior Physicist, Harvard-Smithsonian
Center for Astrophysics The debate over the ultimate source of
truth in our world often pits science against faith. In fact, some
high-profile scientists today would have us abandon God entirely as
a source of truth about the universe. In this book, two professional
astronomers push back against this notion, arguing that the science
of today is not in a position to pronounce on the existence of
God—rather, our notion of truth must include both the physical and
spiritual domains. Incorporating excerpts from a letter written in
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1615 by famed astronomer Galileo Galilei, the authors explore the
relationship between science and faith, critiquing atheistic and
secular understandings of science while reminding believers that
science is an important source of truth about the physical world
that God created.
Laura Ingalls Wilder's Little House books, based on her own
childhood and later life, are still beloved classics almost a century
after she began writing them. Now young readers will see just how
similar Laura's true-life story was to her books. Born in 1867 in the
"Big Woods" in Wisconsin, Laura experienced both the hardship and
the adventure of living on the frontier. Her life and times are
captured in engaging text and 80 black-and-white illustrations.
A Historical Memoir of Science, Faith and Love
Inventor, Astronomer and Rebel
A Closed Question?
A Life
Life Of Galileo
I, Galileo
Directing his polemics against the pedantry of his time, Galileo, as
his own popularizer, addressed his writings to contemporary laymen.
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His support of Copernican cosmology, against the Church's strong
opposition, his development of a telescope, and his unorthodox
opinions as a philosopher of science were the central concerns of his
career and the subjects of four of his most important writings.
Drake's introductory essay place them in their biographical and
historical context.
As to the first, the last discoveries of Saturn to be tricorporeall,
and of the mutations of Figure in Venus, like to those that are seen
in the Moon, together with the Consequents depending thereupon, have
not so much occasioned the demur, as the investigation of the times of
the Conversions of each of the Four Medicean Planets about Jupiter,
which I lighted upon in April the year past, 1611, at my being in
Rome; where, in the end, I assertained my selfe, that the first and
neerest to Jupiter, moved about 8 gr. & 29 m. of its Sphere in an
houre, makeing its whole revolution in one naturall day, and 18 hours,
and almost an halfe. The second moves in its Orbe 14 gr. 13 min. or
very neer, in an hour, and its compleat conversion is consummate in 3
dayes, 13 hours, and one third, or thereabouts. The third passeth in
an hour, 2 gr. 6 min. little more or less of its Circle, and measures
it all in 7 dayes, 4 hours, or very neer. The fourth, and more remote
than the rest, goes in one houre, 0 gr 54 min. and almost an halfe of
its Sphere, and finisheth it all in 16 dayes, and very neer 18 hours.
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But because the excessive velocity of their returns or restitutions,
requires a most scrupulous precisenesse to calculate their places, in
times past and future, especially if the time be for many Moneths or
Years; I am therefore forced, with other Observations, and more exact
than the former, and in times more remote from one another, to correct
the Tables of such Motions, and limit them even to the shortest
moment: for such exactnesse my first Observations suffice not; not
only in regard of the short intervals of Time, but because I had not
as then found out a way to measure the distances between the said
Planets by any Instrument: I Observed such Intervals with simple
relation to the Diameter of the Body of Jupiter; taken, as we have
said, by the eye, the which, though they admit not errors of above a
Minute, yet they suffice not for the determination of the exact
greatness of the Spheres of those Stars. But now that I have hit upon
a way of taking such measures without failing, scarce in a very few
Seconds, I will continue the observation to the very occultation of
JUPITER, which shall serve to bring us to the perfect knowledge of the
Motions, and Magnitudes of the Orbes of the said Planets, together
also with some other consequences thence arising. I adde to these
things the observation of some obscure Spots, which are discovered in
the Solar Body, which changing, position in that, propounds to our
consideration a great argument either that the Sun revolves in it
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selfe, or that perhaps other Starrs, in like manner as Venus and
Mercury, revolve about it, invisible in other times, by reason of
their small digressions, lesse than that of Mercury, and only visible
when they interpose between the Sun and our eye, or else hint the
truth of both this and that; the certainty of which things ought not
to be contemned, nor omitted.
Inspired by a long fascination with Galileo, and by the remarkable
surviving letters of Galileo's daughter, a cloistered nun, Dava Sobel
has written a biography unlike any other of the man Albert Einstein
called "the father of modern physics- indeed of modern science
altogether." Galileo's Daughter also presents a stunning portrait of a
person hitherto lost to history, described by her father as "a woman
of exquisite mind, singular goodness, and most tenderly attached to
me." Galileo's Daughter dramatically recolors the personality and
accomplishment of a mythic figure whose seventeenth-century clash with
Catholic doctrine continues to define the schism between science and
religion. Moving between Galileo's grand public life and Maria
Celeste's sequestered world, Sobel illuminates the Florence of the
Medicis and the papal court in Rome during the pivotal era when
humanity's perception of its place in the cosmos was about to be
overturned. In that same time, while the bubonic plague wreaked its
terrible devastation and the Thirty Years' War tipped fortunes across
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Europe, one man sought to reconcile the Heaven he revered as a good
Catholic with the heavens he revealed through his telescope. With all
the human drama and scientific adventure that distinguished Dava
Sobel's previous book Longitude, Galileo's Daughter is an
unforgettable story
A suspenseful narrative and spiritive rendition of the life of
Galileo.
Including The Starry Messenger (1610), Letter to the Grand Duchess
Christina (1615), and Excerpts from Letters on Sunspots (1613), The
Assayer (1623)
Who Was Laura Ingalls Wilder?
The Practice of Science in the Culture of Absolutism
And the Science Deniers
Galileo's Daughter
Galileo, Courtier
Galileo Galilei’s Sidereus Nuncius is arguably the most dramatic scientific book ever
published. It announced new and unexpected phenomena in the heavens, “unheard of
through the ages,” revealed by a mysterious new instrument. Galileo had ingeniously
improved the rudimentary “spyglasses” that appeared in Europe in 1608, and in the
autumn of 1609 he pointed his new instrument at the sky, revealing astonishing sights:
mountains on the moon, fixed stars invisible to the naked eye, individual stars in the Milky
Way, and four moons around the planet Jupiter. These discoveries changed the terms of the
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debate between geocentric and heliocentric cosmology and helped ensure the eventual
acceptance of the Copernican planetary system. Albert Van Helden’s beautifully rendered
and eminently readable translation is based on the Venice 1610 edition’s original Latin
text. An introduction, conclusion, and copious notes place the book in its historical and
intellectual context, and a new preface, written by Van Helden, highlights recent
discoveries in the field, including the detection of a forged copy of Sidereus Nuncius, and
new understandings about the political complexities of Galileo’s work.
Examines the life and struggles of Galileo and discusses his many contributions in such
areas as scientific research, physics, and astronomy.
An “intriguing and accessible” (Publishers Weekly) interpretation of the life of Galileo
Galilei, one of history’s greatest and most fascinating scientists, that sheds new light on his
discoveries and how he was challenged by science deniers. “We really need this story now,
because we’re living through the next chapter of science denial” (Bill McKibben). Galileo’s
story may be more relevant today than ever before. At present, we face enormous
crises—such as minimizing the dangers of climate change—because the science behind
these threats is erroneously questioned or ignored. Galileo encountered this problem 400
years ago. His discoveries, based on careful observations and ingenious experiments,
contradicted conventional wisdom and the teachings of the church at the time.
Consequently, in a blatant assault on freedom of thought, his books were forbidden by
church authorities. Astrophysicist and bestselling author Mario Livio draws on his own
scientific expertise and uses his “gifts as a great storyteller” (The Washington Post) to
provide a “refreshing perspective” (Booklist) into how Galileo reached his bold new
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conclusions about the cosmos and the laws of nature. A freethinker who followed the
evidence wherever it led him, Galileo was one of the most significant figures behind the
scientific revolution. He believed that every educated person should know science as well
as literature, and insisted on reaching the widest audience possible, publishing his books in
Italian rather than Latin. Galileo was put on trial with his life in the balance for refusing to
renounce his scientific convictions. He remains a hero and inspiration to scientists and all
of those who respect science—which, as Livio reminds us in this “admirably clear and
concise” (The Times, London) book, remains threatened everyday.
The Ptolemaic system of the universe, with the earth at the center, had held sway since
antiquity as authoritative in philosophy, science, and church teaching. Following his
observations of the heavenly bodies, Nicolaus Copernicus (1473-1543) abandoned the
geocentric system for a heliocentric model, with the sun at the center. His remarkable
work, On the Revolutions of Heavenly Spheres, stands as one of the greatest intellectual
revolutions of all time, and profoundly influenced, among others, Galileo and Sir Isaac
Newton.
Method Replaces Metaphysics
Watcher of the Skies
Galileo Galilei's "Two New Sciences"
For Modern Readers
Who Was Galileo Galilei?
Galileo, Human Knowledge, and the Book of Nature
In six years, Galileo Galilei went from being a mathematics professor to a star in the court of
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Florence to a target of the Inquisition. And during that time, Galileo made a series of astronomical
discoveries that reshaped the ideas of the physical nature of the heavens and transformed him
from a university mathematician into a court philosopher. Galileo's Instruments of Credit
proposes radical new interpretations of key episodes of Galileo's career, including his telescopic
discoveries of 1610, the dispute over sunspots, and the conflict with the Holy Office over the
relationship between Copernicanism and Scripture. Galileo's tactics shifted as rapidly as his
circumstances, argues Mario Biagioli, and these changes forced him to respond swiftly to the
opportunities and risks posed by unforeseen inventions, other discoveries, and his opponents.
Focusing on the aspects of Galileo's scientific life that extended beyond court culture and
patronage, Biagioli offers a revisionist account of the different systems of exchanges,
communication, and credibility at work in Galileo's career. Galileo's Instruments of Credit will
fascinate readers interested in the history of astronomy and the history of science in general.
In 1600, the Catholic Inquisition condemned the philosopher and cosmologist Giordano Bruno for
heresy, and he was then burned alive in the Campo de’ Fiori in Rome. Historians, scientists, and
philosophical scholars have traditionally held that Bruno’s theological beliefs led to his execution,
denying any link between his study of the nature of the universe and his trial. But in Burned Alive,
Alberto A. Martínez draws on new evidence to claim that Bruno’s cosmological beliefs—that the
stars are suns surrounded by planetary worlds like our own, and that the Earth moves because it
has a soul—were indeed the primary factor in his condemnation. Linking Bruno’s trial to later
confrontations between the Inquisition and Galileo in 1616 and 1633, Martínez shows how some of
the same Inquisitors who judged Bruno challenged Galileo. In particular, one clergyman who
authored the most critical reports used by the Inquisition to condemn Galileo in 1633 immediately
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thereafter wrote an unpublished manuscript in which he denounced Galileo and other followers of
Copernicus for their beliefs about the universe: that many worlds exist and that the Earth moves
because it has a soul. Challenging the accepted history of astronomy to reveal Bruno as a true
innovator whose contributions to the science predate those of Galileo, this book shows that is was
cosmology, not theology, that led Bruno to his death.
This Student Edition of Brecht's classic dramatisation of the conflict between free enquiry and
official ideology features an extensive introduction and commentary that includes a plot summary,
discussion of the context, themes, characters, style and language as well as questions for further
study and notes on words and phrases in the text. It is the perfect edition for students of theatre
and literature Along with Mother Courage, the character of Galileo is one of Brecht's greatest
creations, immensely live, human and complex. Unable to resist his appetite for scientific
investigation, Galileo's heretical discoveries about the solar system bring him to the attention of
the Inquisition. He is scared into publicly abjuring his theories but, despite his self-contempt, goes
on working in private, eventually helping to smuggle his writings out of the country. As an
examination of the problems that face not only the scientist but also the whole spirit of free inquiry
when brought into conflict with the requirements of government or official ideology, Life of
Galileo has few equals. Written in exile in 1937-9 and first performed in Zurich in 1943, Galileo
was first staged in English in 1947 by Joseph Losey in a version jointly prepared by Brecht and
Charles Laughton, who played the title role. Printed here is the complete translation by John
Willett.
Mark Peterson makes an extraordinary claim in this fascinating book focused around the life and
thought of Galileo: it was the mathematics of Renaissance arts, not Renaissance sciences, that
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became modern science. Galileo's Muse argues that painters, poets, musicians, and architects
brought about a scientific revolution that eluded the philosopher-scientists of the day, steeped as
they were in a medieval cosmos and its underlying philosophy. According to Peterson, the
recovery of classical science owes much to the Renaissance artists who first turned to Greek
sources for inspiration and instruction. Chapters devoted to their insights into mathematics,
ranging from perspective in painting to tuning in music, are interspersed with chapters about
Galileo's own life and work. Himself an artist turned scientist and an avid student of Hellenistic
culture, Galileo pulled together the many threads of his artistic and classical education in
designing unprecedented experiments to unlock the secrets of nature. In the last chapter, Peterson
draws our attention to the Oratio de Mathematicae laudibus of 1627, delivered by one of Galileo's
students. This document, Peterson argues, was penned in part by Galileo himself, as an expression
of his understanding of the universality of mathematics in art and nature. It is "entirely Galilean
in so many details that even if it is derivative, it must represent his thought," Peterson writes. An
intellectual adventure, Galileo’s Muse offers surprising ideas that will capture the imagination of
anyone—scientist, mathematician, history buff, lover of literature, or artist—who cares about the
humanistic roots of modern science.
Galileo Galilei Biography for Kids
Bruno, Galileo and the Inquisition
Galileo's Instruments of Credit
Who Was Galileo?
On the Revolutions of Heavenly Spheres
Dialogues Concerning Two New Sciences
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Describes the history of Ellis Island, a gateway for many immigrants coming to the
United States in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, and details the
restoration of the landmark and its reopening as a museum.
Heilbron takes in the landscape of culture, learning, religion, science, theology, and
politics of late Renaissance Italy to produce a richer and more rounded view of
Galileo, his scientific thinking, and the company he kept.
Finocchiaro's new and revised translations have done what the Inquisition could
not: they have captured an exceptional range of Galileo's career while also letting
him speak--in clear English. No other volume offers more convenient or more
reliable access to Galileo's own words, whether on the telescope, the Dialogue, the
trial, or the mature theory of motion. --Michael H. Shank, Professor of the History
of Science, University of Wisconsin–Madison
The “Galileo Affair” has been the locus of various and opposing appraisals for
centuries: some view it as an historical event emblematic of the obscurantism of the
Catholic Church, opposed a priori to the progress of science; others consider it a
tragic reciprocal misunderstanding between Galileo, an arrogant and troublesome
defender of the Copernican theory, and his theologian adversaries, who were
prisoners of a narrow interpretation of scripture. In The Case of Galileo: A Closed
Question? Annibale Fantoli presents a wide range of scientific, philosophical, and
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theological factors that played an important role in Galileo’s trial, all set within the
historical progression of Galileo’s writing and personal interactions with his
contemporaries. Fantoli traces the growth in Galileo Galilei’s thought and actions
as he embraced the new worldview presented in On the Revolutions of the Heavenly
Spheres, the epoch-making work of the great Polish astronomer Nicolaus
Copernicus. Fantoli delivers a sophisticated analysis of the intellectual milieu of the
day, describes the Catholic Church’s condemnation of Copernicanism (1616) and of
Galileo (1633), and assesses the church’s slow acceptance of the Copernican
worldview. Fantoli criticizes the 1992 treatment by Cardinal Poupard and Pope
John Paul II of the reports of the Commission for the Study of the Galileo Case and
concludes that the Galileo Affair, far from being a closed question, remains more
than ever a challenge to the church as it confronts the wider and more complex
intellectual and ethical problems posed by the contemporary progress of science and
technology. In clear and accessible prose geared to a wide readership, Fantoli has
distilled forty years of scholarly research into a fascinating recounting of one of the
most famous cases in the history of science.
Story-Lives of Great Musicians
The Essential Galileo
Along Came Galileo
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Galileo Galilei, The Tuscan Artist
Father of Modern Science
Decisive Innovator
Galileo’s telescopic discoveries, and especially his observation of
sunspots, caused great debate in an age when the heavens were thought to
be perfect and unchanging. Christoph Scheiner, a Jesuit mathematician,
argued that sunspots were planets or moons crossing in front of the Sun.
Galileo, on the other hand, countered that the spots were on or near the
surface of the Sun itself, and he supported his position with a series of
meticulous observations and mathematical demonstrations that eventually
convinced even his rival. On Sunspots collects the correspondence that
constituted the public debate, including the first English translation of
Scheiner’s two tracts as well as Galileo’s three letters, which have
previously appeared only in abridged form. In addition, Albert Van Helden
and Eileen Reeves have supplemented the correspondence with lengthy
introductions, extensive notes, and a bibliography. The result will become
the standard work on the subject, essential for students and historians of
astronomy, the telescope, and early modern Catholicism.
Like Michelangelo, Galileo is another Renaissance great known just by his
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first name--a name that is synonymous with scientific achievement. Born in
Pisa, Italy, in the sixteenth century, Galileo contributed to the era's great
rebirth of knowledge. He invented a telescope to observe the heavens.
From there, not even the sky was the limit! He turned long-held notions
about the universe topsy turvy with his support of a sun-centric solar
system. Patricia Brennan Demuth offers a sympathetic portrait of a brilliant
man who lived in a time when speaking scientific truth to those in power
was still a dangerous proposition.
Presents the life and accomplishments of the astronomer, philosopher, and
physicist who changed the way scientists work by insisting that ideas must
be tested by accurate experiments that could be repeated.
“Demonstrates an awesome command of the vast Galileo literature . . .
[Wootton] excels in boldly speculating about Galileo’s motives” (The New
York Times Book Review). Tackling Galileo as astronomer, engineer, and
author, David Wootton places him at the center of Renaissance culture. He
traces Galileo through his early rebellious years; the beginnings of his
scientific career constructing a “new physics”; his move to Florence
seeking money, status, and greater freedom to attack intellectual
orthodoxies; his trial for heresy and narrow escape from torture; and his
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house arrest and physical (though not intellectual) decline. Wootton also
reveals much that is new—from Galileo’s premature Copernicanism to a
previously unrecognized illegitimate daughter—and, controversially, rejects
the long-established belief that Galileo was a good Catholic. Absolutely
central to Galileo’s significance—and to science more broadly—is the
telescope, the potential of which Galileo was the first to grasp. Wootton
makes clear that it totally revolutionized and galvanized scientific endeavor
to discover new and previously unimagined facts. Drawing extensively on
Galileo’s voluminous letters, many of which were self-censored and sly,
this is an original, arresting, and highly readable biography of a difficult,
remarkable Renaissance genius. Selected as a Choice Outstanding
Academic Title in the Astronautics and Astronomy Category “Fascinating
reading . . . With this highly adventurous portrayal of Galileo’s inner world,
Wootton assures himself a high rank among the most radical recent Galileo
interpreters . . . Undoubtedly Wootton makes an important contribution to
Galileo scholarship.” —America magazine “Wootton’s biography . . . is
engagingly written and offers fresh insights into Galileo’s intellectual
development.” —Standpoint magazine
Renaissance Mathematics and the Arts
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God and Galileo
Galileo
Discourse on Floating Bodies
Galileo: A Very Short Introduction
Acclaimed author-illustrator Bonnie Christensen adopts the voice of Galileo and lets him
tell his own tale in this outstanding picture book biography. The first person narration
gives this book a friendly, personal feel that makes Galileo's remarkable achievements
and ideas completely accessible to young readers. And Christensen's artwork glows
with the light of the stars he studied. Galileo's contributions were so numerous—the
telescope! the microscope!—and his ideas so world-changing—the sun-centric solar
system!—that Albert Einstein called him "the father of modern science." But in his own
time he was branded a heretic and imprisoned in his home. He was a man who insisted
on his right to pursue the truth, no matter what the cost—making his life as interesting
and instructive as his ideas.
Beginning in the fifteenth century, the Scientific Revolution transformed the way humans
viewed the natural world. Galileo Galilei, sometimes called �the father of modern
science,� was one of the towering intellectual figures of this time. Remembered today
as the astronomer who discovered the moons of Jupiter, Galileo was also a
mathematician, philosopher, and inventor. His dedication to scientific truth led him into
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conflict with doctrines of the Catholic Church, however, and he was notoriously found
guilty of heresy by the Inquisition. This biography demonstrates how Galileo�s
commitment to scientific inquiry despite official opposition remains relevant to the
present day.
Dialogue Concerning the Two New Sciences was a 1632 bestselling book by Galileo
Galilei which discussed the Copernican system and the traditional Ptolemaic system of
the universe. In 1633, Galileo was convicted of heresy because of the book. It was
placed on the Index of Forbidden Books after his conviction.
Do you know who Galileo Galilei was? Why was he referred to as the Father of Modern
Science? Galileo Galilei, a man simply known as Galileo, was one of the most important
people of science. He did many studies which helped in the development of astronomy,
physics, mathematics, philosophy, and more. He invented his own version of a
telescope that enabled him to observe the planets and stars. Galileo discovered that it
was the planets that move around the sun and not the other way around which many
people believed at that time. Learn more about Galileo Galilei biography for kids with
"Who Was Galileo Galilei?" and discover more fascinating information about him.
Sidereus Nuncius, or The Sidereal Messenger
Men of Physics
What Was Ellis Island?
Galileo Galilei
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Galileo Galilei, His Life and His Works
Galileo's Muse
Describes the life and work of the scientist who was persecuted by the Inquisition for his views of the
universe.
Galileo Galilei, His Life and His Works is a biographic of Galileo Galilei. The text accounts some of the
most important moments of Galileo’s life, along with his contribution in physics. The first part of the
text covers the major aspects of Galileo’s. Part I details Galileo’s life as a student, professor, courtier,
and author. Part II covers the major works of Galileo, such as magnetism, weight of air, alloy analysis,
materials strength, falling bodies, and natural oscillations. The book will be of great interest to readers
who have a keen interest in the history of physics.
In a startling reinterpretation of the evidence, Stillman Drake advances the hypothesis that Galileo's
trial and condemnation by the Inquisition was caused not by his defiance of the Church, but by the
hostility of contemporary philosophers. Galileo's own beautifully lucid arguments are used to show how
his scientific method was utterly divorced from the Aristotelian approach to physics in that it was based
on a search not for causes but for laws. Galileo's method was of overwhelming significance for the
development of modern physics, and led to a final parting of the ways between science and philosophy.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
This book aims to make Galileo Galilei (1564-1642) accessible to the modern reader by refashioning the
great scientist's masterpiece "Discourses and Mathematical Demonstrations Relating to Two New
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Sciences" in today's language. Galileo Galilei stands as one of the most important figures in history, not
simply for his achievements in astronomy, physics, and engineering and for revolutionizing science and
the scientific method in general, but also for the role that he played in the (still ongoing) drama
concerning entrenched power and its desire to stifle any knowledge that may threaten it. Therefore, it is
important that today's readers come to understand and appreciate what Galilei accomplished and wrote.
But the mindset that shapes how we see the world today is quite different from the mindset -- and
language -- of Galilei and his contemporaries. Another obstacle to a full understanding of Galilei's
writings is posed by the countless historical, philosophical, geometrical, and linguistic references he
made, along with his often florid prose, with its blend of Italian and Latin. De Angelis' new rendition of
the work includes translations of the original geometrical figures into algebraic formulae in modern
notation and allows the non-specialist reader to follow the thread of Galileo's thought and in a way that
was barely possible until now.
On Sunspots
Discoveries and Opinions of Galileo
The Case of Galileo
A Drama of Science, Faith and Love

This book is a distinctively original biography of Galileo
Galilei, probably the last eclectic genius of the Italian
Renaissance, who was not only one of the greatest
scientists ever, but also a philosopher, a theologian, and
a man of great literary, musical, and artistic talent –
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“The Tuscan Artist”, as the poet John Milton referred to
him. Galileo was exceptional in simultaneously excelling in
the Arts, Science, Philosophy, and Theology. These diverse
aspects of his life were closely intertwined; indeed, it
may be said that he personally demonstrated that human
culture is not divisible, but rather one, with a thousand
shades. Galileo also represented the bridge between two
historical epochs. As the philosopher Tommaso Campanella, a
contemporary of Galileo, recognized at the time, Galileo
was responsible for ushering in a new age, the Modern Age.
This book, which is exceptional in the completeness of its
coverage, explores all aspects of the life of Galileo, as a
Tuscan artist and giant of the Renaissance, in a
stimulating and reader-friendly way.
Galileo’s Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief World Systems,
published in Florence in 1632, was the most proximate cause
of his being brought to trial before the Inquisition. Using
the dialogue form, a genre common in classical
philosophical works, Galileo masterfully demonstrates the
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truth of the Copernican system over the Ptolemaic one,
proving, for the first time, that the earth revolves around
the sun. Its influence is incalculable. The Dialogue is not
only one of the most important scientific treatises ever
written, but a work of supreme clarity and accessibility,
remaining as readable now as when it was first published.
This edition uses the definitive text established by the
University of California Press, in Stillman Drake’s
translation, and includes a Foreword by Albert Einstein and
a new Introduction by J. L. Heilbron.
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