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Why Medical Anthropology Matters
Culture and Health offers an overview of different areas of culture and health,
building on foundations of medical anthropology and health behavior theory. It
shows how to address the challenges of cross-cultural medicine through
interdisciplinary cultural-ecological models and personal and institutional
developmental approaches to cross-cultural adaptation and competency. The
book addresses the perspectives of clinically applied anthropology, transcultural psychiatry and the medical ecology, critical medical anthropology and
symbolic paradigms as frameworks for enhanced comprehension of health and
the medical encounter. Includes cultural case studies, applied vignettes, and
self-assessments.
When People Come First critically assesses the expanding field of global health.
It brings together an international and interdisciplinary group of scholars to
address the medical, social, political, and economic dimensions of the global
health enterprise through vivid case studies and bold conceptual work. The
book demonstrates the crucial role of ethnography as an empirical lantern in
global health, arguing for a more comprehensive, people-centered approach.
Topics include the limits of technological quick fixes in disease control, the
moral economy of global health science, the unexpected effects of massive
treatment rollouts in resource-poor contexts, and how right-to-health activism
coalesces with the increased influence of the pharmaceutical industry on
health care. The contributors explore the altered landscapes left behind after
programs scale up, break down, or move on. We learn that disease is really
never just one thing, technology delivery does not equate with care, and
biology and technology interact in ways we cannot always predict. The most
effective solutions may well be found in people themselves, who consistently
exceed the projections of experts and the medical-scientific, political, and
humanitarian frameworks in which they are cast. When People Come First sets
a new research agenda in global health and social theory and challenges us to
rethink the relationships between care, rights, health, and economic futures.
What is food and why does it matter? Bringing together the most innovative,
cutting-edge scholarship and debates, this reader provides an excellent
introduction to the rapidly growing discipline of food studies. Covering a wide
range of theoretical perspectives and disciplinary approaches, it challenges
common ideas about food and identifies emerging trends which will define the
field for years to come. A fantastic resource for both teaching and learning, the
book features: - a comprehensive introduction to the text and to each of the
four parts, providing a clear, accessible overview and ensuring a coherent
thematic focus throughout - 20 articles on topics that are guaranteed to
engage student interest, including molecular gastronomy, lab-grown meat and
other futurist foods, microbiopolitics, healthism and nutritionism, food safety,
ethics, animal welfare, fair trade, and much more - discussion questions and
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suggestions for further reading which help readers to think further about the
issues raised, reinforcing understanding and learning. Edited by Melissa L.
Caldwell, one of the leaders in the field, Why Food Matters is the essential
textbook for courses in food studies, anthropology of food, sociology,
geography, and related subjects.
An in-depth look at Black food and the challenges it faces today For Black
Americans, the food system is broken. When it comes to nutrition, Black
consumers experience an unjust and inequitable distribution of resources.
Black Food Matters examines these issues through in-depth essays that
analyze how Blackness is contested through food, differing ideas of what
makes our sustenance “healthy,” and Black individuals’ own beliefs about what
their cuisine should be. Primarily written by nonwhite scholars, and framed
through a focus on Black agency instead of deprivation, the essays here
showcase Black communities fighting for the survival of their food culture. The
book takes readers into the real world of Black sustenance, examining animal
husbandry practices in South Carolina, the work done by the Black Panthers to
ensure food equality, and Black women who are pioneering urban agriculture.
These essays also explore individual and community values, the influence of
history, and the ongoing struggle to meet needs and affirm Black life. A
comprehensive look at Black food culture and the various forms of violence
that threaten the future of this cuisine, Black Food Matters centers Blackness in
a field that has too often framed Black issues through a white-centric lens,
offering new ways to think about access, privilege, equity, and justice.
Contributors: Adam Bledsoe, U of Minnesota; Billy Hall; Analena Hope
Hassberg, California State Polytechnic U, Pomona; Yuson Jung, Wayne State U;
Kimberly Kasper, Rhodes College; Tyler McCreary, Florida State U; Andrew
Newman, Wayne State U; Gillian Richards-Greaves, Coastal Carolina U; Monica
M. White, U of Wisconsin–Madison; Brian Williams, Mississippi State U; Judith
Williams, Florida International U; Psyche Williams-Forson, U of Maryland,
College Park; Willie J. Wright, Rutgers U.
A Discipline in Action
Anthropological Complicities
Childbirth and Modernity in South India
Managing Uncertainty
Critical Medical Anthropology
What Really Matters
Sickness and Healing
A Reader in Medical Anthropology: Theoretical Trajectories, Emergent Realities
brings together articles from the key theoretical approaches in the field of medical
anthropology as well as related science and technology studies. The editors’
comprehensive introductions evaluate the historical lineages of these approaches
and their value in addressing critical problems associated with contemporary forms
of illness experience and health care. Presents a key selection of both classic and new
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agenda-setting articles in medical anthropology Provides analytic and historical
contextual introductions by leading figures in medical anthropology, medical
sociology, and science and technology studies Critically reviews the contribution of
medical anthropology to a new global health movement that is reshaping
international health agendas
Tells the stories of a handful of men and women, some of whom have lived through
some of the most fundamental transitions of the turbulent twentieth century. Each is
caught up in existential moral experiences that define what it means to be human,
and their stories reveal just how malleable moral life is.
This book acts as a catalyst for anthropology to foster research ties to its
neighboring disciplines in the behavioral and health sciences. It is an introspective
and circumspective appraisal of the relevance of anthropology to these related
disciplines and professions and assesses the usefulness of reciprocal borrowing of
ideas and investigative tools among them. Essays by scholars from several
disciplines are included, along with commentaries on each essay by noted social
scientists. Contributors: Bernard S. Cohn; Albert Damon; Jules Henry; Donald L.
Hochstrasser; Solon T. Kimball; Bertram S. Kraus; Wilton M. Krogman; Richard
F. Salisbury; Harvey B. Sarles; Richard G. Snyder; Jesse W. Tapp, Jr.; Otto von
Mering; and Murray L. Wax.
Our lives are full of disruptions, from the minor—a flat tire, an unexpected phone
call—to the fateful—a diagnosis of infertility, an illness, the death of a loved one. In
the first book to examine disruption in American life from a cultural rather than a
psychological perspective, Gay Becker follows hundreds of people to find out what
they do after something unexpected occurs. Starting with bodily distress, she shows
how individuals recount experiences of disruption metaphorically, drawing on
important cultural themes to help them reestablish order and continuity in their
lives. Through vivid and poignant stories of people from different walks of life who
experience different types of disruptions, Becker examines how people rework their
ideas about themselves and their worlds, from the meaning of disruption to the
meaning of life itself. Becker maintains that to understand disruption, we must also
understand cultural definitions of normalcy. She questions what is normal for a
family, for health, for womanhood and manhood, and for growing older. In the
United States, where life is expected to be orderly and predictable, disruptions are
particularly unsettling, she contends. And, while continuity in life is an illusion, it is
an effective one because it organizes people's plans and expectations. Becker's
phenomenological approach yields a rich, compelling, and entirely original
narrative. Disrupted Lives acknowledges the central place of discontinuity in our
existence at the same time as it breaks new ground in understanding the cultural
dynamics that underpin life in the United States. FROM THE BOOK:"The doctor
was blunt. He does not mince words. He did a [semen] analysis and he came back
and said, 'This is devastatingly poor.' I didn't expect to hear that. It had never
occurred to me. It was such a shock to my sense of self and to all these
preconceptions of my manliness and virility and all of that. That was a very, very
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devastating moment and I was dumbfounded. . . . In that moment it totally changed
the way that I thought of myself."
Raw Life, New Hope
Anthropology Matters!
An Exploration of the Borderland Between Anthropology, Medicine, and Psychiatry
HIV/AIDS and the Social Consequences of Untamed Biomedicine
Theoretical Trajectories, Emergent Realities
Decency, Housing and Everyday Life in a Post-apartheid Community
Medical Anthropology at the Intersections

From an award-winning anthropologist, a lively, accessible, and irreverent introduction
to the field What is anthropology? What can it tell us about the world? Why, in short,
does it matter? For well over a century, cultural anthropologists have circled the globe,
from Papua New Guinea to California, uncovering surprising insights about how
humans organize their lives and articulate their values. In the process, anthropology
has done more than any other discipline to reveal what culture means and why it
matters. By weaving together examples and theories from around the world, Matthew
Engelke provides a lively, accessible, and at times irreverent introduction to
anthropology, covering a wide range of classic and contemporary approaches,
subjects, and anthropologists. Presenting memorable cases, he encourages readers to
think deeply about key concepts that anthropologists use to make sense of the world.
Along the way, he shows how anthropology helps us understand other cultures and
points of view̶but also how, in doing so, it reveals something about ourselves and our
own cultures, too.
Drawing on the case of HIV/AIDS in Thailand, this book examines how anthropological
and other interpretative social science research has been utilized in modeling the AIDS
epidemic, and in the design and implementation of interventions. It argues that much
social science research has been complicit with the forces that generated the epidemic
and with the social control agendas of the state, and that as such it has increased the
weight of structural violence bearing upon the afflicted. The book also questions claims
of Thai AIDS control success, arguing that these can only be made at the cost of
excluding categories such as intravenous drug users, the incarcerated, and
homosexuals, who continue to experience extraordinarily high levels of levels of HIV
infection. Considered deviant and undeserving, these persons have deliberately been
excluded from harm reduction programs. Overall, this work argues for the untapped
potential of anthropological research in the health field, a confident anthropology rooted
in ethnography and a critical reflexivity. Crucially, it argues that in context of
interdisciplinary collaborations, anthropological research must refuse relegation to the
status of an adjunct discipline, and must be free epistemologically and methodologically
from the universalizing assumptions and practices of biomedicine.
"This is the work of an energetic scholar whose capacity to read, digest, and reflect on
ideas in diverse domains of inquiry is probably unequaled in the field."̶Sue Estroff,
author of Making It Crazy "An important book."̶Charles Leslie, coeditor of Paths to
Asian Medical Knowledge
"This simple and accessible book highlights anthropology's relevance to students'
everyday lives. Introductory students will love it!" - Todd Sanders, University of Toronto
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Histories, Activisms, and Futures
A Paul Farmer Reader
Discourse Between Anthropology and Medicine
Shaping the Field
Animal Intimacies
A Reader in Medical Anthropology
An Anthropological Perspective
Even childbirth is affected by globalization—and in India, as elsewhere, the trend is away from home
births, assisted by midwives, toward hospital births with increasing reliance on new technologies. And
yet, as this work of critical feminist ethnography clearly demonstrates, the global spread of biomedical
models of childbirth has not brought forth one monolithic form of "modern birth." Focusing on the birth
experiences of lower-class women in the South Indian state of Tamil Nadu, Birth on the Threshold
reveals the complex and unique ways in which modernity emerges in local contexts. Through vivid
description and animated dialogue, this book conveys the birth stories of the women of Tamil Nadu in
their own voices, emphasizing their critiques of and aspirations for modern births today. In light of these
stories, author Cecilia Van Hollen explores larger questions about how the structures of colonialism and
postcolonial international and national development have helped to shape the form and meaning of
birth for Indian women today. Ultimately, her book poses the question: How is gender—especially
maternity—reconfigured as birth is transformed?
Now in its fourth edition, Exploring Medical Anthropology provides a concise and engaging
introduction to medical anthropology. It presents competing theoretical perspectives in a balanced
fashion, highlighting points of conflict and convergence. Concrete examples and the author’s personal
research experiences are utilized to explain some of the discipline’s most important insights, such as
that biology and culture matter equally in the human experience of disease and that medical
anthropology can help to alleviate human suffering. The text has been thoroughly updated for the fourth
edition, including fresh case studies and a new chapter on drugs. It contains a range of pedagogical
features to support teaching and learning, including images, text boxes, a glossary, and suggested further
reading.
In a major contribution to the study of diabetes, this book is the first to analyze the disease through a
syndemic framework. An innovative, mixed-methods study, Emily Mendenhall shows how adverse social
conditions, such as poverty and oppressive relationships, disproportionately stress certain populations
and expose them to disease clusters. She goes beyond epidemiological research that has linked diabetes
and depression, revealing how broad structural inequalities play out in the life histories of individuals,
families, and communities, and lead to higher rates of mortality and morbidity. This intimate portrait of
syndemic suffering is a model study of chronic disease disparity among the poor in high income countries
and will be widely read in public health, medical anthropology, and related fields.
This volume includes key research articles on the history, concepts, research findings and recent
controversies in the field of medical anthropology. Papers are included on topics such as transcultural
psychiatry, food and nutrition, anthropology of the body, alcohol and drug use, traditional healers,
childbirth and bereavement and the applications of medical anthropology to international health issues,
such as the HIV/AIDS pandemic, malaria prevention and family planning.
Applying Medical Anthropology
Disrupted Lives
Introducing Medical Anthropology
1990 Census of Population
How to Think Like an Anthropologist
Why Food Matters
Anthropological Approaches to Theory and Practice

A 1993 analysis of the role of cultural factors in the experience of illness, countering the
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scientific view of folk medicine as superstitious practice.
This revised textbook provides students with a first exposure to the growing field of
medical anthropology. The narrative is guided by unifying themes. First, medical
anthropology is actively engaged in helping to address pressing health problems
around the globe through research, intervention, and policy-related initiatives. Second,
illness and disease cannot be fully understood or effectively addressed by treating them
solely as biological in nature; rather, health problems involve complex biosocial
processes and resolving them requires attention to range of factors including systems
of belief, structures of social relationship, and environmental conditions. Third, through
an examination of health inequalities on the one hand and environmental degradation
and environment-related illness on the other, the book underlines the need for going
beyond cultural or even ecological models of health toward a comprehensive medical
anthropology. The authors show that a medical anthropology that integrates biological,
cultural, and social factors to truly understand the origin of ill health will contribute to
more effective and equitable health care systems.
After putting down this weighty (in all senses of the word) collection, the reader, be she
or he physician or social scientist, will (or at least should) feel uncomfortable about her
or his taken-for-granted commonsense (therefore cultural) understanding of medicine.
The editors and their collaborators show the medical leviathan, warts and all, for what it
is: changing, pluralistic, problematic, powerful, provocative. What medicine proclaims
itself to be - unified, scientific, biological and not social, non-judgmental - it is shown not
to resemble very much. Those matters about which medicine keeps fairly silent, it turns
out, come closer to being central to its clinical practice - managing errors and learning
to conduct a shared moral dis course about mistakes, handling issues of competence
and competition among biomedical practitioners, practicing in value-laden contexts on
problems for which social science is a more relevant knowledge base than biological
science, integrating folk and scientific models of illness in clinical communication,
among a large number of highly pertinent ethnographic insights that illuminate medicine
in the chapters that follow.
The Cape Flats, that windswept, treeless, barren, sandy area between two oceans at
Africa's southern tip, is home to more than a million people, approximately one quarter
of Cape Town's population. Many live in the sprawling shack settlements that ring the
city. The post-apartheid state is attempting to eradicate such settlements by providing
formal houses in planned residential estates. This book describes, over 17 years, the
lives of the residents of one such shack settlement, The Park, who moved to new,
'formal' houses in The Village at the turn of the millennium.
Synthesizing Hope
Culture and Health
The Politics of Reproduction among Haredi Jews in England
Partner to the Poor
Making Bodies Kosher
Understanding and Applying Medical Anthropology
Cultural Anthropology
The importance of community health workers is increasingly recognized
within many of today’s most high-profile global health programs,
including campaigns focused on specific diseases and broader efforts
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to strengthen health systems and achieve universal health care. Based
on ethnographic work with Ethiopian women and men who provided homebased care in Addis Ababa during the early roll-out of antiretroviral
therapies, this book explores what it actually means to become a
community health worker in today’s global health industry. Drawing on
the author’s interviews with community health workers, as well as
observations of their daily interactions with patients and
supervisors, this volume considers what motivates them to improve the
quality of life and death of the most marginalized people. The Lives
of Community Health Workers also illuminates how their contributions
at a micro level are intricately linked to policymaking and practice
at higher levels in the field of global health. It shows us that many
of the challenges that community health workers face in their daily
lives are embedded in larger social, economic, and political
contexts, and it raises a resounding call for further research into
their labour and health systems they inhabit.
Through 24 case studies from around the world, the volume provides a
powerful argument for the imperative of anthropological perspectives,
methods, information, and collaboration in the understanding and
practice of public health.
In Medical Anthropololgy at the Intersections, leading figures in
medical anthropology reflect on the field s past, present, and
future, considering how it has developed dynamically in relation to
activism, other anthropological subfields, and other disciplines.
The overall focus of this book is the ways humans deal with life
conditions, with destiny, uncertainty and misfortune - how we try to
control the risks of living through medicines, technologies and
magic. When dealing with questions of health and illness rational
solutions and meaningful explanations may be hard to find, and
treatment efforts are often guided just as much by hope as by
rational choice. Evaluating the risks of illness is just one of a
number of ways in which human beings attempt to exert some sense of
control over their lives. New methods of testing for ills and new
developments in, for example, genetic screening and in vitro
fertilisation combined with the growing demands of well-informed
patients seem to have turned concern from the actual problems of
specific diseases toward controlling life and the risks of living in
general. The chapters of this book reflect a common effort to
transgress the limits of the medical by drawing on a fundamental
concern with the logic of social and cultural practice. The book
represents a de-medicalization of medical anthropology and a return
to some of the classic themes in anthropology but with a different
approach, emphasizing subjectivity, intentionality and agency.
Social and economic characteristics. North Carolina
Anthropology and the Behavioral and Health Sciences
Anthropology and Public Health
Living a Moral Life Amidst Uncertainty and Danger
Exploring Medical Anthropology
Third Edition
Birth on the Threshold
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"Anthropology Matters places the study of anthropology concretely in the
world that surrounds it. It takes a question-based approach to introducing
important anthropological concepts by embedding those concepts in
contemporary global issues that will interest students. The third edition of
this popular text has been updated throughout and includes two new
chapters: globalization and transnational mobility, and the responsibility of
the global community to refugees. The book has also been revised and
updated throughout to reflect current events and popular topics, including
the impact of social media on social, political, and religious systems,
interviews with women who veil, and discussion of design anthropology."-Critical Medical Anthropology presents inspiring work from scholars doing
and engaging with ethnographic research in or from Latin America,
addressing themes that are central to contemporary Critical Medical
Anthropology (CMA). This includes issues of inequality, embodiment of
history, indigeneity, non-communicable diseases, gendered violence,
migration, substance abuse, reproductive politics and judicialisation, as
these relate to health. The collection of ethnographically informed research,
including original theoretical contributions, reconsiders the broader
relevance of CMA perspectives for addressing current global healthcare
challenges from and of Latin America. It includes work spanning four
countries in Latin America (Mexico, Brazil, Guatemala and Peru) as well as
the trans-migratory contexts they connect and are defined by. By drawing
on diverse social practices, it addresses challenges of central relevance to
medical anthropology and global health, including reproduction and
maternal health, sex work, rare and chronic diseases, the pharmaceutical
industry and questions of agency, political economy, identity, ethnicity, and
human rights.
Burnout is common among doctors in the West, so one might assume that a
medical career in Malawi, one of the poorest countries in the world, would
place far greater strain on the idealism that drives many doctors. But, as A
Heart for the Work makes clear, Malawian medical students learn to
confront poverty creatively, experiencing fatigue and frustration but also joy
and commitment on their way to becoming physicians. The first
ethnography of medical training in the global South, Claire L. Wendland’s
book is a moving and perceptive look at medicine in a world where the
transnational movement of people and ideas creates both devastation and
possibility. Wendland, a physician anthropologist, conducted extensive
interviews and worked in wards, clinics, and operating theaters alongside
the student doctors whose stories she relates. From the relative calm of
Malawi’s College of Medicine to the turbulence of training at hospitals with
gravely ill patients and dramatically inadequate supplies, staff, and
technology, Wendland’s work reveals the way these young doctors engage
the contradictions of their circumstances, shedding new light on debates
about the effects of medical training, the impact of traditional healing, and
the purposes of medicine.
Anthropology Matters places the study of anthropology concretely in the
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world by which it is surrounded. It takes a question-based approach to
introducing important anthropological concepts by embedding those
concepts in contemporary global issues that will interest students. The
second edition of this popular text has been updated throughout and
includes four new chapters on language revitalization, social media and
social revolutions, human migration, and the role of NGOs in international
development practice. Students can now engage with the most up-to-date
issues while learning to think anthropologically.
Patients and Healers in the Context of Culture
When People Come First
Medical Anthropology
Bridging Differences in Culture and Society
Syndemic Suffering
Medicine, Rationality and Experience
Anthropology Matters
For Haredi Jews, reproduction is entangled with issues of health, bodily governance and
identity. This is an analysis of the ways in which Haredi Jews negotiate healthcare services
using theoretical perspectives in political philosophy. It is the first archival and
ethnographic study of Haredi Jews in the UK and sits at the intersection of medical
anthropology, social history and Jewish studies. It will allow readers to understand how
reproductive care issues affect this growing minority population.
Kleinman, a psychiatrist, trained in anthropology, reports on his studies of health care in
Taiwan. He describes his observations of clinical interviews between various medical
practitioner, folk-healers, temple medicine men, and Chinese-style and Western-style
physicians and their patients. He stress the importance of adopting the proper cultural
perspective, making ones interpretations within that framework.
Anthropology and Public HealthBridging Differences in Culture and SocietyOxford
University Press, USA
What does it mean to live and die in relation to other animals? Animal Intimacies posits
this central question alongside the intimate—and intense—moments of care, kinship,
violence, politics, indifference, and desire that occur between human and non-human
animals. Built on extensive ethnographic fieldwork in the mountain villages of India’s
Central Himalayas, Radhika Govindrajan’s book explores the number of ways that human
and animal interact to cultivate relationships as interconnected, related beings. Whether it
is through the study of the affect and ethics of ritual animal sacrifice, analysis of the rightwing political project of cow-protection, or examination of villagers’ talk about bears who
abduct women and have sex with them, Govindrajan illustrates that multispecies
relatedness relies on both difference and ineffable affinity between animals. Animal
Intimacies breaks substantial new ground in animal studies, and Govindrajan’s detailed
portrait of the social, political and religious life of the region will be of interest to cultural
anthropologists and scholars of South Asia as well.
Journeys Through an African Medical School
Black Food Matters
A Heart for the Work
Medical Anthropology in Europe
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Anthropologies of Cancer in Transnational Worlds
Ethnographic Studies of Illness, Risk and the Struggle for Control

The editors of the third edition of the seminal textbook
Understanding and Applying Medical Anthropology bring it
completely up to date for both instructors and students. The
collection of 49 readings (17 of them new to this edition)
offers extensive background description and exposes students
to the breadth of theoretical, methodological, and practical
perspectives and issues in the field of medical
anthropology. The text provides specific examples and case
studies of research as it is applied to a range of health
settings: from cross-cultural clinical encounters to
cultural analysis of new biomedical technologies and the
implementation of programs in global health settings. The
new edition features: • a major revision that eliminates
many older readings in favor of more fresh, relevant
selections; • a new section on structural violence that
looks at the impact of poverty and other forms of social
marginalization on health; • an updated and expanded section
on “Conceptual Tools,” including new research and ideas that
are currently driving the field of medical anthropology
forward (such as epigenetics and syndemics); • new chapters
on climate change, Ebola, PTSD among Iraq/Afghanistan
veterans, eating disorders, and autism, among others; •
recent articles from Margaret Mead Award winners Sera Young,
Seth Holmes, and Erin Finley, along with new articles by
such established medical anthropologists as Paul Farmer and
Merrill Singer.
Anthropologist and epidemiologist Robert A. Hahn examines
how culture influences the definition, experience and
treatment of sickness in Western and non-Western societies.
This collection brings together three generations of medical
anthropologists working at European universities to reflect
on past, current and future directions of the field. Medical
anthropology emerged on an international playing ground, and
while other recently compiled anthologies emphasize North
American developments, this volume highlights substantial
ethnographic and theoretical studies undertaken in Europe.
The first four chapters trace the beginnings of medical
anthropology back into the two formative decades between the
1950s-1970s in Italy, German-speaking Europe, the
Netherlands, France and the UK, supported by four brief
vignettes on current developments. Three core themes that
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emerged within this field in Europe – the practice of care,
the body politic and psycho-sensorial dimensions of healing
– are first presented in synopsis and then separately
discussed by three leading medical anthropologists Susan
Whyte, Giovanni Pizza and René Devisch, complemented by the
work of three early career researchers. The chapters aim to
highlight how very diverse (and sometimes overlooked)
European developments within this rapidly growing field have
been, and continue to be. This book will spur reflection on
medical anthropology’s potential for future scholarship and
practice, by students and established scholars alike. This
book was originally published as a special issue of
Anthropology and Medicine.
"Dr. Paul Farmer is one of the most extraordinary people
I've ever known. Partner to the Poor recounts his relentless
efforts to eradicate disease, humanize health care,
alleviate poverty, and increase opportunity and empowerment
in the developing world. It will inspire us all to do our
parts."--William J. Clinton "If the world is curious about
Paul Farmer, there is a reason for that. No one has done
more than he has in bringing modern medicine to the poor
across the globe and no one has exceeded him in making us
appreciate the diverse barriers that prevent proper medicine
from reaching the underdogs of the world. In this wonderful
collection of essays, putting together Paul Farmer's
writings over more than two decades, we can see how his farreaching ideas have developed and radically enhanced the
understanding of the challenges faced by healthcare in the
uneven world in which we live. This is an altogether
outstanding book."--Amartya Sen, Nobel Laureate, Economics
"To delve into these pages is to join one of the world's
great explorers on an epic life journey--to grapple with
culture, poverty, disease, health care, ethics, and
ultimately our common humanity in the Age of AIDS. Paul
Farmer is a pioneer, guide, and inspiration at a time of
unprecedented contrasts: between wealth and poverty, power
and powerlessness, health and disease, compassion and
neglect. His medical expertise, anthropological vision, and
unflinching decency have helped to recharge our world with
moral purpose."--Jeffrey D. Sachs, Columbia University "Wow!
Perfect for teaching. This is more than vintage Farmer.
Editor Haun Saussy knows Farmer's work inside out and has
assembled and organized 25 classic articles that project the
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heart of Farmer's brilliant, radical, inspiring, eminently
practical and (dare I say) genuinely subversive
work."--Philippe Bourgois, author of Righteous Dopefiend "If
they gave Nobel Prizes for raising moral awareness, Paul
Farmer would have won his a long time ago. For several
decades now, his work has posed a challenge to anyone who
dares say that radically improving the health of the world's
poor can't be done. This splendid compilation of the best of
his work allows us to follow a restless, creative,
compassionate mind in action, in and out of prisons and
barrios and mud huts and hospital wards, from Haiti to
Rwanda to Moscow, never taking 'no' for an answer."--Adam
Hochschild, author of Bury the Chains "Paul Farmer is a deep
scholar of Haitian society, a formidable medical
anthropologist, an implacable theorist of structural
violence and health as a human right, and an ethicist for
whom the place of social justice in medicine and in the
world is an existential need. This book is the platform of
interconnected intellectual, academic, and practical
engagements upon which the amazing, world-transforming life
of Farmer stands."--Arthur Kleinman, author of What Really
Matters: Living a Moral Life amidst Uncertainty and Danger
"This collection shows the impressive catalytic effects of
original scholarship when combined with action, activism,
and a commitment to social justice in health. Paul Farmer
and his PIH colleagues have twice changed World Health
Organization policies; they continue to have a lasting
impact on the global health movement and on the lives of the
poor.--Peter Brown, Emory University
Matter, Knowledge, and Place in South African Drug Discovery
Social Distress, Depression, and Diabetes Among Mexican
Immigrant Wome
Critical Studies in Global Health
The Lives of Community Health Workers
Racial Justice in the Wake of Food Justice
Writing at the Margin
Anthropology Matters, Second Edition
Cancer is a transnational condition involving the unprecedented flow of health
information, technologies, and people across national borders. Such movement raises
questions about the nature of therapeutic citizenship, how and where structurally
vulnerable populations obtain care, and the political geography of blame associated
with this disease. This volume brings together cutting-edge anthropological research
carried out across North and South America, Europe, Africa and Asia, representing
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low-, middle- and high-resource countries with a diversity of national health care
systems. Contributors ethnographically map the varied nature of cancer experiences
and articulate the multiplicity of meanings that survivorship, risk, charity and care entail.
They explore institutional frameworks shaping local responses to cancer and underlying
political forces and structural variables that frame individual experiences. Of particular
concern is the need to interrogate underlying assumptions of research designs that may
lead to the naturalizing of hidden agendas or intentions. Running throughout the
chapters, moreover, are considerations of moral and ethical issues related to cancer
treatment and research. Thematic emphases include the importance of local biologies
in the framing of cancer diagnosis and treatment protocols, uncertainty and ambiguity in
definitions of biosociality, shifting definitions of patienthood, and the sociality of care
and support. Chapter 3 of this book is freely available as a downloadable Open Access
PDF at www.tandfebooks.com/openaccess. It has been made available under a
Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives 3.0 license.
Synthesizing Hope opens up the material and social world of pharmaceuticals by
focusing on an unexpected place: iThemba Pharmaceuticals. Founded in 2009 with a
name taken from the Zulu word for hope, the small South African startup with an elite
international scientific board was tasked with drug discovery for tuberculosis, HIV, and
malaria. Anne Pollock uses this company as an entry point for exploring how the
location of scientific knowledge production matters, not only for the raw materials,
manufacture, licensing, and distribution of pharmaceuticals but also for the making of
basic scientific knowledge. Consideration of this case exposes the limitations of global
health frameworks that implicitly posit rich countries as the only sites of knowledge
production. Analysis of iThemba identifies the problems inherent in global north/south
divides at the same time as it highlights what is at stake in who makes knowledge and
where. It also provides a concrete example for consideration of the contexts and
practices of postcolonial science, its constraints, and its promise. Synthesizing Hope
explores the many legacies that create conditions of possibility for South African drug
discovery, especially the specific form of settler colonialism characterized by apartheid
and resource extraction. Paying attention to the infrastructures and laboratory
processes of drug discovery underscores the materiality of pharmaceuticals from the
perspective of their makers, and tracing the intellectual and material infrastructures of
South African drug discovery contributes new insights about larger social, political, and
economic orders.
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